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Foreword
The French Forest Certification Association, also known as PEFC France, is the exclusive owner of the PEFC trademark in France and promotes it across France.
PEFC France is one of the founder members of the PEFC Council. The association also has its own members, who are grouped into three separate colleges: producers, processors and forest users.
The collegiate structure enables all the industry stakeholders to be involved as they can discuss their different points of view. This organisational structure aims to be very democratic and constantly endeavours to reach a consensus.
PEFC France defines good forest management practice specifically for French forests through its forest certification scheme. The scheme is revised every five years with a view to ensuring continuous improvement.



Introduction
Sustainable forest management is a holistic approach which can be defined as the stewardship and use of forests and forest lands in a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality, and potential to fulfil, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic, and social functions at local, national, and global levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems.
Forest ownership in France is characterized by a large number of small forest holdings. Low financial returns for small forest owners due to the long periods of stewardship required and the resulting income, limited access to information and knowledge, and the difficulties involved in complying with certain sustainable forest management criteria for small forests, are all major barriers to obtaining forest certification.
Regional and group certification is therefore the best approach as it enables forest owners to voluntarily adhere to PEFC by joining forces under a group certificate and by sharing the financial obligations resulting from the certification of their forests and the shared responsibility of forest management. This approach also aims to improve information dissemination and cooperation for forest management purposes between individual forest owners.

1	Scope
This document is based on point 5.1.1.2 of PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016 - Rules governing regional and group forest certification – Requirements which requires CGEs to be registered by PEFC France. 
This document lists the requirements relating to applications and issuance of this registration.
In this document, the word “must” is used to refer to mandatory clauses. The word ‘should’ is used for clauses which are supposed to be adopted and implemented, even though they are not mandatory. The words 'may be’ are used when something is expressly authorized while ‘may’ is utilized to refer to a user’s ability to do something or an option open to a user.


2	Normative references
The documents referenced below are indispensable for applying this document.  For both dated and undated references the latest edition of the referenced documents (including any amendment) applies.
PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016 - Rules governing regional and group forest certification – Requirements.

3	Definitions
CGE accreditation A ruling by the PEFC France board in which it recognizes that the establishment and operating rules of the CGE comply with the regional and group forest certification rules (PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016) and consequently authorizes the CGE to introduce or renew a PEFC sustainable forest management certification scheme in its area.

Certification Gateway Entity (CGE) A grouping of PEFC sustainable forest management certification participants with legal status:
· The holder of a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate (to the exclusion of all other certificates) in which the various forest stakeholders in their area can be involved in order to demonstrate that their business complies with PEFC sustainable forest management rules and,
· Tasked with promoting the PEFC trademark to the relevant stakeholders in order to increase the number of PEFC sustainable forest management certification participants and the forest area sustainably managed in accordance with PEFC criteria.
There are two types of CGE:
· Regional Certification Gateway Entities (RCGEs): A grouping of PEFC sustainable forest management certification stakeholders with legal status, formed based on the PEFC France model, and with regional or inter-regional territorial jurisdiction. 
· Group Certification Gateway Entities (GCGEs): A legal entity bringing together a number of PEFC sustainable forest management certification participants. Group participants must directly or indirectly control management of the relevant forest plots and must have the ability to implement PEFC standards on them.
GCGE participants are:
· Either the legal forest owner
· Or a legal entity with authorization to manage the forest issued by the forest owners for all the plots in question. 

CGE registration Registration by PEFC France of the officially accredited CGE on the register of accredited CGEs in France.


4	CGE accreditation
4.1	The PEFC France Board (or the PEFC France Executive Committee, if so authorized by the Board) is responsible for granting, renewing and withdrawing CGE accreditation.
4.2	CGE accreditation is a pre-requisite to obtaining and maintaining PEFC France registration and PEFC sustainable forest management certification.
4.3 	Through this accreditation, the PEFC France Board:
a) Recognizes that:
· The establishment and operating and composition rules of the CGE comply with the group and regional forest certification rules listed in PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016 and enable the number of participants in forest certification in the CGE’s area of jurisdiction to be increased.
· The CGE’s statutes comply with the general provisions of the PEFC France statutes, notably with regard to PEFC France’s three college system and the principle of consensus-building and do not contradict PEFC France’s objectives.
· The CGE is financially viable.
· The area of exclusive territorial jurisdiction equates to:
· For RCGEs: one or more administrative regions and that there are not two accredited RCGEs in the same area.
· For GCGEs: France

B) And consequently authorizes the CGE to introduce /renew /maintain a PEFC sustainable forest management certification scheme in its area.

4.3	The CGE must apply for accreditation from PEFC France when it is established and within six months of the date of application of any new version of the regional and group forest certification rules. 

4.4	The accreditation application sent to the PEFC France General Secretariat contains the following: 
· Letter requesting accreditation signed by the chair of the CGE.
· The CGE’s statutes.
· The CGE’s composition.
· Letters sent to national members of PEFC France asking them to appoint local representatives and their answers.
· In the event of a national member of PEFC France failing to reply, any document proving that the CGE has sought (and has managed, where applicable) to appoint a relevant local structure to the relevant college.
· Documentary evidence to substantiate the CGE’s financial viability over the certification period, notably its annual and projected budgets and the last financial year’s balance sheet.
· Information about the area covered by the accreditation.
4.5	The PEFC France Board (or the Executive Committee, if duly authorized by the Board) examines the application and issues the accreditation within three months of receiving the application and in any case before the end of the six-month deadline set for the CGE to comply with the new requirements of the French forest certification scheme. The Board may request further information or recommend corrective action. 
4.6	The chairperson of PEFC France immediately notifies the CGE in writing of its accreditation and specifies the RCGE’s area of jurisdiction.

5 CGE registration
5.1 	As soon as the CGE has been informed of its accreditation, PEFC France registers the CGE on a register of accredited CGEs in France.
5.2 The accredited CGE register in France includes the following information:
· Name of the CGE.
· CGE contact details.
· Date when accredited by PEFC France.
· The CGE’s area of jurisdiction covered by the accreditation (one or more administrative regions).

5.3	This register is public and can be consulted by any interested party who makes a request to the PEFC France General Secretariat.
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