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Preliminary remarks

The "Association Française de Certification Forestière", also known as PEFC France, is the exclusive holder of the PEFC trademark in France and is responsible for its promotion on national territory.

PEFC France is one of the founding members of the PEFC Council. It has its own members who all represent parties involved in the forest-timber sector and are grouped together within three separate colleges: forest producers, processors and users. The collegial organisation allows for the involvement of all the players in the forest/timber/paper sector by comparing different points of view. This organisation, which claims to be extremely democratic, continually strives to reach a consensus on sometimes polemic issues.

On the basis of its forest certification scheme, the PEFC France association defines correct forest management practice adapted to French forests. This scheme is revised every 5 years in order to achieve on-going improvements. 

Introduction 

Sustainable forest management is a holistic approach which is defined as the management and use of forests and wooded land in a manner and with an intensity such that they maintain their biological diversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality and ability to fulfil, in the present and future, the relevant economic and social functions at local, national and world level ensuring that they do not harm the other ecosystems.

Sustainable forest management certification guarantees the implementation of practices which comply with the requirements of the French PEFC forest certification scheme.
The sustainable forest management requirements must be implemented by forest holdings and forest participants involved in regional, group or individual certification.
They have been developed as a result of national discussions involving all the players involved in the forest-timber sector.


1 Scope of application

This document sets forth the requirements applying to owners and operators, as well as other forest participants, relating to the harvesting of cork. 
This document supplements document PEFC/FR ST 1003:2016 – 1 (Sustainable forest management rules– Requirements for mainland France) in relation to the harvesting of cork.




[bookmark: _GoBack]
The words followed by an asterisk (*) can be found in a glossary at the end of the document.

1. Harvesting period:
The harvesting periods for cork are presented below:
· in Aquitaine : most favourable period from 15 July to 31 August, which may be extended from 15 June to 15 September according to site or climatic conditions :

	Jan.
	Feb.
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug.
	Sept.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.

	
	
	
	
	

	Harvesting prohibited
	Harvesting authorised
	Harvesting prohibited



· in Corsica, Languedoc-Roussillon and Provence-Alpes-Côte-d’Azur : most favourable period from 1 June to 15 August, which may be extended from 15 May to 31 August according to site or climatic conditions:

	Jan.
	Feb.
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug.
	Sept.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.

	
	
	
	
	

	Harvesting prohibited
	Harvesting authorised
	Harvesting prohibited



The harvesting of cork is strictly prohibited during these periods.

2. Tree dimensions : 
Cork should only be harvested from trees whose circumference (measured with bark 1.30 m from the ground) is greater than or equal to 70 cm. However, old cork oak whose bark has never been removed and whose circumference exceeds 200 cm must not be used.

If branches are harvested, they must also have a minimum circumference of 70 cm measured around the upper debarking line.

3. Debarking height :
· For initial stripping * (harvesting of virgin cork* : removal of first layer of bark), the cork should not be harvested at a height corresponding to 1.5 times the circumference of the tree (measured with bark 1.30 m from the ground) ;
· For female cork stripping * (harvesting of reproduction cork* : removal of subsequent layers of bark), the cork should not be harvested at a height corresponding to 2 times the circumference of the tree (measured with bark 1.30 m from the ground) ;

In addition, the cork should be removed down to ground level leaving no traces of cork at the base of the trunk.


4. Debarking instructions :
· The phellogen* must not be damaged during debarking; thus if the cork cannot be easily removed from a tree, the operation should be interrupted rather then forced; the practice of striping* trees directly on the phellogen* after harvesting is therefore prohibited;
· Debarking should not begin before daybreak and should not continue after 2 p.m.
· Work should be suspended in the event of unfavourable weather conditions: strong wind, heavy rain, prolonged drought;
· Trees which have been victims of major parasitic attacks (defoliators, fungus) or which are in poor phytosanitary conditions should not be debarked.


5. Tools :
The tools authorised for the harvesting of cork include the different models of debarking axe* existing in each production region. It is also possible to use mechanised processes adapted to the harvesting of cork which do not cause any damage to the phellogen*. The use of a traditional chain saw is strictly prohibited, however.

The tools should be disinfected daily.


6. Debarking rotation :
Cork should be harvested with minimum rotation* periods of:
	- 10 years in Aquitaine and Corsica;
	- 12 years in Languedoc-Roussillon and Provence-Alpes-Côte-d’Azur.

It is essential to monitor the harvested areas extremely carefully using management documents concerning the property (maps, harvesting table); it is also possible to record the year of debarking for all or some of the trees in the harvested population in a sustainable manner but one which respects the forest ecosystem, notably in case of split harvesting*.

In addition, to enhance industrial effectiveness and minimise risks of injury, the cork should have a minimum thickness of 30 mm, gauged to correspond to the halfway bark line*, before it is harvested.


7. Burnt cork:
A minimum period of 5 years should be respected after burning before the burnt cork is harvested. In all events, debarking will only be possible if the trees have managed to re-establish a sufficiently dense crown after the fire to allow for the resumption of normal photosynthesis.


8. Contract :
A sale contract must be established in duplicate between the operator and the forest owner (or his representative). The operator undertakes to comply with the clauses of the contract. The contract may span 2 years in order to account for the possibility of a shorter debarking season (drought, defoliation, etc.) which would prevent the operator from completing his take during the first season.

GLOSSARY

Initial stripping: First debarking activity which consists of harvesting the virgin cork.

Debarking axe: Hatchet specifically designed for the harvesting of cork with an extremely sharp blade and a wedge-shaped handle. The shape of the blade may vary from straight to curved according to the region. 

[image: hache catalane] [image: hache extremeña] [image: hache andalouse] [image: hache portugaise 3]
	Catalan axe	Extremadura axe 	Andalusian axe 	Portuguese axe 

Female cork stripping: Harvesting of female cork (or reproduction cork).

Reproduction cork: See female cork.

Female cork (or reproduction cork): Cork harvested during debarking after the initial stripping. This cork is smoother and more regular and is used to make stoppers.

Virgin cork: Cork which is present on parts of the tree which have never been debarked. This cork is irregular, brittle and extremely uneven and is unsuitable for the production of stoppers.

	[image: liège mâle]	[image: liège de reproduction]
	Virgin cork	Reproduction cork

Phellogen: Park of the trunk found underneath the cork make up of tissues which are responsible for the increase in the tree's diameter: vascular layer (cambium) and phelloderm layer. The phellogen must not be damaged during debarking. 

[image: anatomie du chêne-liège avec légende]
Halfway bark line: In a cork oak which has already been debarked, this is the part of the trunk which is equidistant from the ground and the upper debarking limit (crown).

Striping: Operation consisting of making an incision or vertical cut in the phelloderm in order to create several artificial grooves intended to facilitate future cork stripping and optimise the shape of the planks produced.

Split harvesting: Cork harvesting practice consisting of only debarking a proportion of the trees on a plot (often 1/3 or 1/2) to prevent all the cork oaks from being destroyed in the event of a fire.

Rotation: Period between two successive debarking activities; debarking rotation in France is generally every 10 to 15 years.
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