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1 Scope

This document contains the sustainable forest management certification and audit body authorization procedure. 
It includes the requirements relating to applying for authorization and the template authorization contract between PEFC France and the certification body.


2 Normative references

The documents referenced below are indispensable for applying this document. For both dated and undated references the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendment) applies.
PEFC/FR ST 1004: 2016, Rules governing sustainable forest management audit and certification bodies – Requirements.

PEFC/FR ST 1003-1, -2, -3: 2016, Rules governing sustainable forest management - Requirements

PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016 - Rules governing regional and group forest certification – Requirements.

Appendix 6 (PEFC Council technical documentation), Certification and Accreditation Procedures



3 Applying for authorization

3.1 Authorization refers to the procedure via which a certification body applies to PEFC France for authorization to issue PEFC sustainable forest management certificates in France.

3.2 Applying for authorization is a mandatory procedure prior to issuing a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate.

3.3 The application for authorization must be formalized by a letter from the applicant body’s executive director and must be accompanied by a copy of its valid accreditation certificate issued by COFRAC (French Accreditation Committee) or any other accreditation body which belongs to the EA (European Accreditation) or the IAF (International Accreditation Forum) in compliance with ISO 17011: 2004.




4 Authorization contract signed by PEFC France and a sustainable forest management certification body


BETWEEN:

On the one hand
The French Forest Certification Association (PEFC FRANCE) authorized for France by the PEFC Council (PEFCC) under number PEFC/10-1-1 and headquartered at 8, Avenue de la République 75011 Paris, represented by its chairperson,……………………………………………………., hereafter PEFC France,
 
And on the other hand
<CERTIFICATION BODY> headquartered at……………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………..represented by its executive director ….…………………………………………………………………………………….., hereafter <CERTIFICATION BODY>,
Also referred to individually and collectively as the party/the parties.

Whereas:

<CERTIFICATION BODY> is a sustainable forest management certification body operating in line with the rules set by the French forest certification scheme endorsed by the PEFC Council.
PEFC France represents France on the PEFC Council. PEFC France is authorized by contract to issue PEFC trademark usage authorizations in accordance with the PEFC trademark usage rules.
Once <CERTIFICATION BODY> has been authorized by PEFC France, it will be authorized to issue PEFC sustainable forest management certificates endorsed by PEFC France in France.


The parties have agreed as follows:


ARTICLE 2: Definitions

1. French Forest Certification Scheme
PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016 sets the requirements for regional and group forest certification. PEFC/FR ST 1003-1, -2, -3: 2016 sets the rules for sustainable forest management. PEFC/FR ST 1004: 2016 sets the rules governing sustainable forest management audit and certification bodies. 
These documents are available on the PEFC France website (www.pefc-france.org) and <CERTIFICATION BODY> acknowledges that it has read and understood these documents. These documents may be amended over time by PEFC France or the PEFC Council, which <CERTIFICATION BODY> immediately accepts, so that the aforementioned amendments will be binding upon it.

2. Certification and accreditation procedures
The certification and accreditation procedures are described in Appendix 6 of the PEFC Council’s Technical Documentation. The document in force is the version approved by the PEFCC General Assembly on 21 November 2010. Appendix 6 is available on the PEFC France website (www.pefc.org) and <CERTIFICATION BODY> acknowledges that it has read and understood this document. This document may be amended over time by PEFC France or the PEFC Council, which <CERTIFICATION BODY> immediately accepts, so that the aforementioned amendments will be binding upon it.

			
ARTICLE 3: <CERTIFICATION BODY’S> responsibilities in relation to its PEFC authorization

<CERTIFICATION BODY>, as a PEFC approved certification body, must:
1. Obtain and retain valid accreditation in compliance with Appendix 6 of the PEFC Council’s technical documentation and immediately inform PEFC FRANCE about any changes to this accreditation. <CERTIFICATION BODY> provides proof of its valid accreditation at the start of each year and each time requested to do so by PEFC FRANCE.

2. Issue and renew sustainable forest management certificates in line with the requirements set in PEFC/FR ST 1004: 2016.

3. Immediately inform PEFC FRANCE about any PEFC sustainable forest management certificates issued in France or any changes to existing certificates. 


ARTICLE 4: PEFC FRANCE’s responsibilities

1. PEFC FRANCE endorses a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate issued in France by a certification body as long as the certification body is authorized by PEFC FRANCE. 

2. PEFC FRANCE allows holders of these PEFC sustainable forest management certificates to use the PEFC trademark in accordance with the PEFC trademark usage rules (PEFC/FR ST 2001: 2008).

3. PEFC FRANCE informs <CERTIFICATION BODY> about any changes to the documentation which affect this authorization contract.




ARTICLE 5: Contract termination

1. PEFC FRANCE and <CERTIFICATION BODY> can terminate this contract by sending a recorded delivery signed-for letter with a three-month notice period.

2. If <CERTIFICATION BODY> withdraws, is suspended or its authorization expires, this automatically terminates the contract starting from the date of withdrawal, suspension or the authorization expiry date.

3. PEFC FRANCE is not liable for the financial or other damage caused by the temporary suspension or termination of the contract if caused by <CERTIFICATION BODY> breaching this contract.


ARTICLE 6: Contract term

This contract is signed for an initial period of five years starting from the date of signature by the two parties. Once this initial period has ended, the contract will be automatically renewed for successive periods of five years, unless one of the parties sends notice of termination by recorded delivery signed-for letter three months before the end of the current period.


ARTICLE 7: Data protection

In accordance with Article 34 of France’s amended data protection law of 6 January 1978, <CERTIFICATION BODY> undertakes, when delivering its services, to take all the necessary precautions to safeguard personal data and notably to prevent personal data from being altered, damaged or communicated to unauthorized third parties. 

<CERTIFICATION BODY> undertakes to comply with the following obligations and to ensure that its employees, any sub-contractors and generally any third party acting at its request comply with them:
· To not make any copies of documents and data storage media entrusted to it, apart from those copies required to perform the contract, with PEFC France’s prior agreement being required. 
· To not use documents and information handled for purposes other than those specified in the contract. 
· To not disclose these documents or information to other people, whether they are private or public sector, legal entities or individuals. 
· Take all possible measures to prevent any misuse or fraudulent usage of data files when performing the contract. 
· Take all possible security measures (notably to protect hardware and software) to ensure that the documents and information handled over the course of the contract are preserved and their integrity is protected.
· Destroy all paper and electronic files containing PEFC France data at the end of the contract.
 
If services are sub-contracted (in accordance and insofar as authorized by our contract), <CERTIFICATION BODY> is jointly and severally liable with its sub-contractors (or any third party) for all the contract’s provisions.
 
Moreover, each of the Parties undertakes to submit, under its own responsibility, the declarations and/or authorization applications made to CNIL (French Data Protection Authority) which may prove necessary due to it being involved in the performance of the contract. 
 
Lastly, if personal data is transferred outside the European Union for the requirements of service delivery, this must be done with the agreement of PEFC France, which will sign with <CERTIFICATION BODY> or its sub-contractor the EU type contractual clauses resulting from the European Commission’s decision of 27 December 2001.



ARTICLE 8: Jurisdiction and applicable law

The High Court of Paris will have sole jurisdiction over any disputes between PEFC FRANCE and <CERTIFICATION BODY> about the performance, interpretation, validity or consequences arising from this contract and will apply French law.


Signed in Paris, (date)………………………………

In duplicate, one copy for each of the parties,


For PEFC FRANCE					For <CERTIFICATION BODY>





The Chairperson						The Director 
……………………………………			            …………………………………………					
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