ANNEX 4 STATUTES OF FORUM 

STATUTES OF STAKEHOLDERS FORUM ON STANDARD DEVELOPMENT 

1. STANDARDS DEVELOPMENT FORUM
Pursuant to the Russian National Forest Certification System (FCR), the Forest Management Standards Development Forum, hereafter referred to as Forum, shall be convened by the Russian National Forest Certification Council (RN FCC).
2. LEGAL STATUS
The Forum is a non-commercial voluntary body of stakeholders having no legal status.
3. GOALS
1. The Forum has a mandate to approve, reject, change and develop the FCR standard on sustainable forest management.
2. The Forum decides to submit the Standard for public consultations for at least a 60-day period.
3. The Forum approves changes in the draft standard based on comments received during consultations or other material changes in the standard.
4. The Forum approves the final version of FCR standard.
5. The Forum makes a regular review of FCR standard on request of the Russian National Forest Certification Council (RN FCC).
6. The Forum may delegate the authority to consider the standard to the expert group but retains the mandate to approve, reject, change and adjust the FCR standard.
4. MEMBERSHIP
The Forum is open for all stakeholders having interests in Russian forestry and development of sustainable forest use.
The Forum may not reject any stakeholder. 
The Forum is aimed to reach balanced participation ensuring fair consideration of economic, environmental and social interests during standard development. 

A letter of advice to the Chairman expressing the stakeholder’s wish to participate in the Forum is a confirmation of membership. Organizations appoint their representatives for the Forum. If the representative is replaced, a corresponding written notice shall be sent or record shall be made in the minutes. 

A Member may quit its membership in the Forum by sending a written notice to the Chairman or declaring its refusal at the meeting of the Forum provided this is recorded in the minutes. 

5. ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES
The Forum shall select a Chairman to preside over Forum meetings and coordinate standard development. 

The Forum shall appoint a Secretary (or two Secretaries) who may or may not be Forum Members. Secretary’s functions may also be delegated to RN FCC. 

The term of office of Chairman and Secretary shall be one year; they may be re-elected on expiration of the term.
The Forum shall be convened on its own decision or on request from RN FCC. All Forum meetings shall be documented; the minutes may become public on request.
6. DECISION MAKING
The Forum shall seek to make decisions based on consensus. The Forum shall form quorum if two thirds of members are present. If a consensus may not be reached, the decisions shall be taken by voting. Each member including the Chairman shall have on vote. The decision shall be adopted by two thirds of the votes cast.
The Forum may invite observers and representatives of additional contact groups to its meetings. Non-members shall have the right to participate in the discussion but have no right to vote. Members shall also have the right to engage assistants. 

A mail-in or e-mail-in ballot may also be used and reliably documented. 

7. MEETINGS
Each Member shall receive an invitation letter by mail or electronic mail at least five working days prior to the meeting. The letter shall contain the agenda and records of previous meetings. 

8. TRANSPARENCY
The Forum operation shall be completely transparent. All documents relating to the development of FCR forest management standard and minutes of Forum meetings shall be presented on request to any stakeholder.
9. APPEALS, COMPLAINTS and DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

Appeals, disputes and complaints may occur in the national standard development process.  Complaints of members and non-members shall be made in writing and sent to the Chairman. All complaints shall be considered at the next Forum meeting.
If the Forum is unable to resolve the complaint, it is referred to the independent appeals commission established in FCR system.
Decisions on complaints shall be communicated to the parties to the dispute and Forum members. Decisions shall include justification of the decision on complaint or dispute.
10. STATUTEs REVIEW
Any proposal of the change of existing statutes shall be presented at the Forum meeting and approved by the two-thirds of the votes cast by mail-in ballot or voting by raising hands at the meeting. 

11. DISSOLUTION
The decision on the dissolution of the Forum shall be taken by two-thirds of the votes cast. Intellectual and material assets shall be distributed among association members having the right to vote. 
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