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The certification is issued for a 3-year period by certifying bodies (CB) that:
· are independent and impartial (part 3);
· are competent and with adequate resources at their disposal;
· have not taken part in the standard setting or revision process as a governing or decision-making body;
· have not taken part in Forest Management Unit forest management;
· and are accredited by COFRAC (French accreditation committee) or any other accrediting body that is a member of EA (European co-operation for Accreditation) or IAF (International Accreditation Forum) in compliance with a specific programme that defines requirements applicable to them in respect of certification of compliance of sustainable forest management with the PAFC Cameroon standard.

PAFC Cameroon forest management Certifying Bodies must fulfil the requirements of the international standard ISO 17021 together with the requirements outlined in this document.

In addition, the certifying body shall notify the list of those holding sustainable forest management certification to PAFC Cameroon, together with any changes to the dates or scope of these certificates.

Moreover, the certifying body shall take all necessary measures to ensure consultation of external interested parties during the audit. 

The certifying body shall produce a summary of the findings of the audit report, drawn up in agreement with the concession holder or forest manager who is responsible for making it available to the public.

Finally, the certifying body is responsible for checking correct use of both PAFC Cameroon and PEFC trademarks by the certified forest manager.

[bookmark: _Toc359319103][bookmark: _Toc360120358][bookmark: _Toc362340469]Requirements to be met by  the certification body (CB)
[bookmark: _Toc359319104][bookmark: _Toc360120359][bookmark: _Toc362340470]General provisions – Scope of the certification

The scope of the certification is defined by the forest certification scheme in the document "PAFC Cameroon Sustainable Forest Management Standard".
[bookmark: _Toc359319105][bookmark: _Toc360120360][bookmark: _Toc362340471]Structure
[bookmark: _Toc359319106][bookmark: _Toc360120361][bookmark: _Toc362340472]Management body
The authority in charge of certification decisions taken by the CB must include one or more person(s) with experience and/or technical knowledge of the forest-timber industry and its economic, environmental and social aspects, together with knowledge of the national forest management standard. 
[bookmark: _Toc359319107][bookmark: _Toc360120362][bookmark: _Toc362340473]Committee for safeguarding impartiality
The interested parties identified include:
· A representative of PAFC Cameroon;
· Representatives from each college.
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Each member of the audit team must have an in-depth knowledge of the national forest management standard and certification process.
Each member of the audit team must have completed a training day on the PAFC Cameroon standard, delivered either by PAFC Cameroon or by experts appointed by PAFC Cameroon.
In addition:
· each member of the audit team must have a knowledge of the PAFC Cameroon standard;
· one member of the audit team must have experience and/or technical knowledge of forest management;
· one member of the audit team must be qualified to take charge of audits in accordance with the CB's  certification procedures.
The experience and qualifications stated above may be held by the same person. 
Auditors must fulfil the requirements of ISO 19011 in respect of management system and environmental  management auditing.
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The CB must require applicant concession holders / forest managers to outline in their application the boundaries of the forest area(s) for which certification of sustainable forest management is required.
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[bookmark: _Toc359319112][bookmark: _Toc360120367][bookmark: _Toc362340478]Certification procedures
[bookmark: _GoBack]Certifying bodies shall establish internal procedures for PAFC Cameroon sustainable forest management certification that are compatible with the requirements laid down in ISO 17021.
[bookmark: _Toc359319113][bookmark: _Toc360120368][bookmark: _Toc362340479]Audit procedures
Certification bodies must establish audit procedures compatible with the requirements specified in ISO 19011.
[bookmark: _Toc359319114][bookmark: _Toc360120369][bookmark: _Toc362340480]Audit schedule
In order to check that the applicant concession holder or forest manager fully meets the requirements of this  PAFC Cameroon forest certification scheme, that it is put into practice effectively and that it enables all the objectives of the scheme to be achieved, the audit shall include, in addition to the preparatory stage and presentation of the report:
· a  documentation evaluation phase for both concession holders and forest managers;
· a phase for the evaluation of compliance of forest management with the PAFC Cameroon standard;
· a phase for consulting parties involved in managing the forest management unit (FMU) to be certified.

[bookmark: _Toc359319115][bookmark: _Toc360120370][bookmark: _Toc362340481]Length of audits
Based on the above, the length of audits shall take into account the number of FMU and their location.
The total number of days is given over to:
· preparation, reporting and follow-up of the audit;
· evaluation of the  forest manager's management practices;
· travelling time.
The respective length of each of the three stages is given for purposes of illustration only. 
[bookmark: _Toc362340482][bookmark: _Toc359319116][bookmark: _Toc360120371]Certification decisions – Drawing up of certification documents 
When the certification documents are drawn up, the following must be included:
· name or company name and address of the forest manager and concession holder who is the beneficiary of the certificate;
· scope of application or activity: "Sustainable forest management";
· the name and location of the certified FMUs;
· base standard: "PAFC Cameroon sustainable forest management standard";
· certification validity start and end dates (three years) from the date of certification or renewal;
· the accrediting body's logo (this logo must be used in accordance with the accrediting body's current regulations) making it clear that this is an accredited certification;
· the version of the base standard and period in question;
· the PEFC and PAFC Cameroon's logos.

[bookmark: _Toc359319117][bookmark: _Toc360120372][bookmark: _Toc362340483]Surveillance and renewal audits
The gap between two surveillance audits must be 12 months. A renewal audit shall take place every three years.
The PAFC Cameroon forest certification scheme shall be reviewed on a five year cycle. The concepts of certificate renewal and renewal of the forest certification scheme are treated separately.
The length of renewal and surveillance audits must take account of the forest certification scheme revision cycle, not the nature of the audit:
· the length of a renewal or surveillance audit if the forest certification scheme has been revised is equal to the initial audit;
·  if the forest certification scheme has not been revised, the length of surveillance audits may be reduced.
Account must be taken of on-site travel time in accordance with the number of FMU to be audited.


[bookmark: _Toc359319118][bookmark: _Toc360120373][bookmark: _Toc362340484]Requirements to be met by the accrediting body

The accrediting body must have its own procedures for:

· Settling claims in relation to any complaint between the certifying body and its client;
· Settling complaints and claims in relation to compliance with accreditation requirements. 

The symbol of the accrediting body that issued the accreditation certificate to the certifying body must appear on the certificate.
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