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See website:
www.rioforestcertificationdeclaration.org / www.rfcd.org

‘SIUBWIUIBAOK) "JUBPIAS-}|as sieadde Juswdojarap o|qeurelsns Jo }1dodU0D ||BI9A0 By} O} dOUBAS|D)
S} ‘«dl| JO SWLIO} || JO 9oUBUDUIEW BY} PUE JUSWAO[9ASP DILIOUODS 0} [BIJUSSSS SJE S1SI0]» ey}
Bunels sjqueald sy yum 104 ‘auo umouy| 1sea| ay} si ‘sajdioulid 189404 9y} ‘UaWNO0pP Yl 8y |

NOILYII411430 1S3404 40 HLYIE FHL

‘sjuswnoop Buipuiqg A|jebs| swooaq anrey (DDD4NN) SBuey) srewin uo

UOIUBAUOYD) 3}loMawel] ayl pue ‘(qgD) Ausieniq [eaibojoig uo uonuaauo) ay] Ajjeoo| pue ‘Ajleuoneu
‘Aleqo|b sanijeiiul pue suoneziuebio jo sadAy e Ag uoijoe Joy Judan|q e swooaq sey |g epuaby ay|
"JUSWIUOJIAUD UOWWOD 8y} psenBajes 0} saljijigisuodsal Jiay} pue

‘luswdojanap 0} ajdoad jo sjybu By} saulep ‘Uoiele|0aq oIy Y} ‘uswnoop Bulyotesano ay|
‘Juswdo|anap a|qeurelsns smalA A1a100s [eqo|B

ino Aem sy} paouanjjul Ajjeluswepuny aAeY Jey} SJUSWNOOP dAIl) JO [B10} B Ul Pa}NSal Hwwng ay |

SANOILNO S.LINNAS FHL

‘sjoedwl [B100S puUe [BIUSWUOIIAUS JUNODDE OjuUl 300} AN} SUOISIOaP

21WIOUOD9 |[e Jey} ainsus 0} sa1oljod pue sue|d [euoijeu pue [eUOIJBUIS}UI }0JIPAI O} PA3U By}
paziubooas syuawuianob pue ‘sn Buioey swajqoid ayy jo Ayxajdwoo ay} paos|ya.l abessaw ay|
‘Pldom 8y} puno.e

suol|iw Aq pseay sem — sabueyd Aiessaoau ay} jnoge Bulig pjnom JNoiABYaqg pue sapniiije Jno
JO uoljewW.OjSUBI} B URY] SS8| Bulyjou Jey) — HWWNG Yped oy oy} jo ino Buiwoo sbessaw ay |

0YOM JHL INIAVI™dS

"PIoy %00} Ajjeuly BapI 8y} 81oym

66| Ul Hwwng yleg ory ayl je sem 1l 194 ‘1iodas puepipunig £861 9yi ul pazuendod Ajjeulbuio
sem sue||id 93y} si Jo diysuolrejarsiul 8y} pue juswdolarsp s|qeurelsns, jo 3daouod ay|
‘juswdojanap ui se isnl Juswabeuew

1sa10} ul Ayjigeurelsns Buirsiyoe Jo SS900NS JO S9OUBYD Sy} SUlWIdBpUN A|SNOLISS ||IM SJUBWS|D
[eronio 8say} jo auo Aue 0} uoijuaije jualolns Buiked jou Jo Ino Buissiw jeyl mou Mouy SAN
‘Ayijigeln olwouoos pue ‘aonsnl

[e100S ‘SSaUPUNOS [ejusWUOIIAUS :sJe||id Juepodw Ajjenba pue pajesBajul 894y} UO S}S8l pue
Juawdojanap s|geurelsns, jo 1deouod ay} uo paseq si Juswabeuew 19104 d|qeule}SNS JO Bapl Y|

ALMIGVYNIVLSNS, 40 V301 FHL

"Seapl 959y} JO SUO S| S1S8.10} S,PlIOM dU]} Jo Juswabeuew s|gqeurelsns ay|
‘Ajunjew yoea.u Ajjenjuana pue asiaAlp pue xa|dwod aiow awodaq Aoy}
‘aw} JoAQ "moJbB o} swi} Buo| e axe} sawilewos seap! ‘s}sa1o) aYi| YoniA|

LNOYV

RIO FOREST
CERTIFICATION
DECLARATION

ACT NOW TO SAVE THE FORESTS

f"‘l 5 " RS N

AR TR WY 0 v -~
L NS Y PR PR
\ Y g

L\ SN T : e S

P X a0

.
v

@

RIO+ 0

we care about our forests

PEFC

PEFC/01-00-01




RIO FOREST

CERTIFICATION DECLARATION

The challenge of safeguarding the environmental, social and economic benefits
that the world's forests provide is critical for life on Earth. It requires a world in
which people manage forests sustainably, a world that recognizes the integral
and interdependent nature of our planet, a world that acknowledges and values
the significance of rural communities, indigenous peoples, and families that
depend on forests for their livelihoods.

PRINCIPLE 1
HUMAN BEINGS ARE AT THE CENTRE OF SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

Public and private policies designed to promote sustainable forest management can only
succeed if they enhance the quality of life of people who live in and/or depend upon forests.
Application: Forest certification systems and all stakeholders must act to protect and promote
forest-dependent populations, local communities, smallholder forest owners, workers, family
foresters, women, youth and children, and indigenous peoples all of whom are entitled to a
healthy and productive life in harmony with the forests on which they depend.

PRINCIPLE 2

RECOGNIZE AND RESPECT NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY IN THE DESIGN
AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT POLICIES
AND STANDARDS

In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Rio Forest Principles, and the principles
of international law, all states have both the sovereign right and obligation to develop their own
sustainable forest management objectives. States must act to ensure that activities within their
jurisdiction or control do not cause environmental, social, or economic damage to areas and people
beyond the limits of their national jurisdiction or violate international protocols and conventions.
Application: Forest certification systems, forest stakeholders, especially Major Groups and
OECD countries, must respect each nation's chosen path to promote sustainable development,
the Millennium Development Goals, and sustainably managed forests in their actions, policies
and guidelines.

PRINCIPLE 3

PROTECT THE COMPLEXITY OF FOREST ECOSYSTEMS, FOREST-DEPENDENT
ECONOMIES, AND RURAL CULTURE BY ADOPTING INTEGRATED FOREST
MANAGEMENT PLANS AND POLICIES

In order to promote sustainable forest management, forest certification standards, national forest
policy, and private and public procurement guidelines must meet the needs of present and future
generations by promoting economically viable, ecologically sound, and socially just outcomes
based on the national and/or local context.

Application: Forest certification standards, public policy and procurement guidelines must
integrate competing demands in order to meet the needs of all stakeholders to deliver balanced
socially, economically and environmentally sustainable solutions.

PRINCIPLE 4
CONTRIBUTE TO POVERTY REDUCTION THROUGH EMPOWERMENT OF THE POOR

Peace, social justice, global economic equity, and environmental protection are interdependent
and indivisible. Poverty reduction is an indispensable requirement for sustainable forest
management; it is an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in
isolation from it. The linkage between deforestation and poverty is strong, compelling, and

in need of specific attention. Measures diminishing forest resources to increase agricultural
resources to contribute to food security must directly contribute to the sustainable livelihoods
of those affected.

Application: Forest certification systems, Major Groups and governments may contribute to
mitigate deforestation and promote afforestation within their boundaries and jurisdictions and
seek to safeguard forest resources. Standards and policies must promote the efficient use of
forest resources, good forest management, and provide for increased wealth retention in rural
communities through partnerships with smallholders, community-owned forests, and indigenous
peoples’ organizations, in addition to maximizing formal employment opportunities.

PRINCIPLE 35
OPEN AND ACCESSIBLE STAKEHOLDER PROCESSES ARE ESSENTIAL

Sustainable forest management is best achieved through the empowerment of all stakeholders in
open and accessible processes. Special outreach must occur for those groups lacking a tradition
of involvement or lacking the resources required.

Application: Forest certification governance systems, private and public procurement entities,
and standards development processes must seek to ensure the involvement of Major Groups

and governments in a multi-stakeholder, consensus-driven process, respecting the right to
self-identification and self-determination while avoiding governance systems and decision-making
processes designed to restrict the voice or participation of any stakeholder.

PRINCIPLE 6

TRANSPARENCY, INCLUSIVENESS, AND COLLABORATION ARE FUNDAMENTAL
PREREQUISITES FOR GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY

Expanding sustainable forest management to all of the world’s forest requires cooperative and
transparent processes among all stakeholders and governments. Promoting division, competition,
and exclusivity among and between different approaches to sustainable forest management
wastes limited resources, encroaches on stakeholder-driven processes, diverts attention from
areas where deforestation and unsustainable forest management are still common practices,

and fails to expand the total volume of global well-managed forest area.

Application: Certification schemes, procurement guidelines, and those seeking to protect

forests must promote standards, policies, and practices, which are inclusive and recognize the
superiority of all types of sustainably managed forests and certification systems as a tool to
promote sustainable development.

PRINCIPLE 7

UTILIZE THE BENEFITS OF RENEWABLE AND CLIMATE-SMART
FOREST-BASED PRODUCTS

Sustainable forest management must adapt to complex societal challenges such as climate
change, population growth and increasing resource shortages caused by unsustainable patterns
of production and consumption, especially those that are high-carbon emitting. Recognizing the
unique attributes of forest products from sustainably managed forests both in terms of carbon
sequestration, other ecosystem services, and development values is critical for public and private
policy makers, including climate policy negotiators.

Application: Forest certification systems, governments, and procurement entities must recognize
and use all tools available to support forests to adapt and thrive with these challenges including
adaptive silvicultural practices, promotion of recycled and forest-based products for their unique
attributes in terms of carbon sequestration, other ecosystem services, and development values.

PRINCIPLE 8

RELY ON SCIENCE, LOCAL EXPERIENCE, AND TRADITIONAL FOREST-RELATED
KNOWLEDGE TO ADVANCE SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

Sustainable forest management will be most successful when it is based on scientific, local
experience and traditional forest knowledge, as well as international protocols and processes.
Improving scientific understanding through exchanges of scientific, local and traditional forest-
related and technological knowledge, and the development, adaptation, diffusion and transfer of
technologies, is critical to the delivery of a balanced approach to sustainable forest management.
Indigenous peoples have a vital role in sustainable forest management because of their
knowledge and traditional practices.

Application: Forest certification systems, governments and procurement entities must develop
standards based on the best available science, local and traditional knowledge and be structured
such that developing countries, communities and small forest landowners have a clear path to
meet the forest management standards. These approaches must be independently verifiable,
using guidelines and requirements in compliance with internationally respected organizations
such as ISO. Conflicts of interests between governmental procurement entities, standard-
setting bodies, certification organizations, accreditation bodies, and auditors must be handled
accordingly in order to provide legitimacy to the process.

PRINCIPLE 9
USE A PRECAUTIONARY APPROACH TO PREVENT IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE

In order to best safeguard forest resources, precautionary approaches must be widely applied
by all stakeholders where there are imminent threats of serious or irreversible damage.
Application: Forest certification systems, governments, and procurement entities must strive
for continuous improvement while remaining aware of the consequences of their programmes
and standards for all stakeholders.

PRINCIPLE 10

PROMOTING GLOBAL ACCEPTANCE OF SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT
THROUGH VOLUNTARY PROGRAMMES AND EDUCATION IS THE FASTEST PATH
T0 HEALTHY FORESTS AND VIBRANT RURAL COMMUNITIES

Achieving sustainable forest management is a major challenge in many parts of the world.
Voluntary forest certification and private and public procurement policies are important tools to
protect forests and forest-dependent populations.

Application: Forest certification systems, Major Groups and governments have an obligation to
make available and use, for the advancement of sustainable forest management, their respective
areas of expertise, influence and power. Policies, standards and tactics that negatively affect
forest-dependent people, deny markets to sustainably managed forests, and create development
obstacles, lead to inefficiencies in the allocation of resources, and are a barrier to advancing
sustainable forest management globally and locally.

SIGN THE DECLARATION AT WWW.RIOFORESTCERTIFICATIONDECLARATION.ORG / WWWW.RFCD.ORG



