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2020 PEFC Notification Contract for PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products – Requirements delivered in U.S.A.
Between the following parties:
(1)
Sustainable Forestry Initiative® Inc. operating as the PEFC US Governing Body situated at 
2121 K Street, NW, Suite 750, Washington, DC 20037 (hereafter PEFC US)

and
(2)
XXXXXXXXX situated at YYYYYYYYYYYY (hereafter the PEFC Notified Certification Body)
Whereas XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX is a PEFC Notified Certification Body conducting PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products – Requirements certification in the U.S.A. and recognized by PEFC US as having valid accreditation to deliver such certification.
Whereas PEFC US is the national governing body in the United States of America of the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes, situated at Geneva, Switzerland. ICC Building C, Route de Pré-Bois 20, 1215 Geneva 15, Switzerland
Whereas the PEFC Notified Certification Body is to be granted a PEFC notification and will be allowed to issue the PEFC recognised certifications to PEFC ST 2002:2020 in the U.S.A. and within the scope of the valid accreditation.
The above said parties agree to the following:

Article 1, Definitions
1.   PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products – Requirements 
This is the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products – Requirements approved by PEFC Council and its membership and internationally applied. The scope of notification covers certifications to the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Standard in the United States of America.
2.   Valid Accreditation
PEFC Notified Certification Bodies delivering PEFC ST 2002:2020  certification have been accredited by the ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB)  and/or Standards Council of Canada (SCC), or other relevant IAF accreditation body in accordance with: a PEFC ST 2002:2020 - specific accreditation program; PEFC ST 2003:2020 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification against the PEFC International Chain of Custody Standard and relevant IAF documentation.  The accreditation may be subject to change should the ANAB/SCC, or other relevant accreditation program change and/or the IAF documentation.  It is expected that PEFC Notified Certification Bodies will conform to changes within appropriate timeframes stipulated.

3.   PEFC Notification Fee

Fees are based on the fee structure as shown in Annex 1 of this contract, which forms part of the contractual documentation and the annex of this contract.

The purpose of the notification and logo use fee will be to finance an enhanced PEFC budget to promote PEFC’s market acceptance and to offset PEFC US’s membership fee with 
PEFC International. 

Fee collection began in January 2009. PEFC notification fees will be collected by the notified certification bodies. PEFC logo use fees will be collected by PEFC US for all PEFC CoC certificate holders in the U.S. and companies in Canada that also have SFI 2015-2021 Forest Management and/or Fiber Sourcing certification.  
Article 2, Life of This Contract
This contract is valid for the period of January 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020 provided both parties have signed the contract by February 28, 2020.  Otherwise, the date that both parties sign the contract will be the date that this contract enters into force.
Article 3, Responsibilities of the PEFC Notified Certification Body

The PEFC Notified Certification Body is obliged to:
1. Have and keep valid accreditation to deliver PEFC ST 2002:2020 certification in the United States of America and provide PEFC US evidence of that accreditation.
2. Carry out the chain of custody certification to the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Standard in the United States of America within the scope of the valid accreditation.
3. Provide PEFC US immediately with information on every certificate issued to the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Standard to an organisation in the United States of America or a division of a multi-national organization in the United States of America and/or inform of any changes to previously issued certificates.
4. Collect PEFC notification fees in the life of this contract. (Refer to Annex 1 of this contract).
5. Collect and report to PEFC US the PEFC CoC data required as per clause 5.1, PEFC GD 1008, PEFC Information and Registration System – Data Requirements. (Refer to Annex 2 of this contract). 

6. Agree to be listed on the publicly available PEFC US and PEFC Council websites and/or communications products, including PEFC Council’s Internet database.  
Note: PEFC US may also wish to carry information on certifications to the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Standard in the United States on other websites and databases that PEFC US feels enhances the market awareness of certifications to the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Standard.  In such instances, PEFC US will ensure that the PEFC notified certification body is aware of and approves of the application of this information.  
Article 4, Responsibilities of PEFC US
1. PEFC US is obliged to inform the PEFC Notified Certification Body of any changes to the PEFC Council and/or PEFC US requirements and documentation which affect this contract.
2. PEFC US is obliged to provide PEFC Council with updated information on certifications to the PEFC ST 2002:2020 Standard conducted by PEFC Notified Certification Bodies in the United States of America on a monthly basis.
Article 5: Contract Termination

1. 
PEFC US as well as the PEFC Notified Certification Body may terminate the contract with three months prior notice by registered letter. 
2. 
PEFC US may temporarily suspend the contract with immediate effect if there is evidence that a provision of the PEFC notification contract is not being adhered to and the PEFC Notified Certification Body is not taking immediate steps to conform to the Responsibilities of the Notified Certification Bodies as set out in this contract.
3.
Withdrawal, suspension or the end of the validity of the PEFC Notified Certification Body’s accreditation, will result in automatic termination of the contract with effect on the same date as the withdrawal, suspension or the end of the validity of the accreditation.

5. 
PEFC US is not obliged to pay compensation for any costs or other damages associated with temporary suspension, withdrawal, or termination to the PEFC Notified Certification Body.

Article 6: Governing Law - Jurisdiction
This Agreement shall be subject to and governed by the laws of the District of Columbia, USA.
Signed in duplicate.

On February 1, 2020
In    Ottawa, ON



on DD.MM.YYYY
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PEFC US
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Annex 1

PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody Certificate Fees in the USA

	Number of Sites
	Annual PEFC ST 2002:2013 Chain of Custody Notification Fee

	1
	US $500

	2 – 20
	US $1,000

	21 - 40
	US $5,000

	41 +
	US $10,000


Note: ATFS members are not required to pay PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody notification and PEFC logo use fees. 

Note: SFI Program Participants with SFI 2015-2021 Forest Management and/or Fiber Sourcing certificates in Canada with PEFC COC certificates in Canada will also be required to pay PEFC notification fees for PEFC US. 

PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody notification fees will be collected by PEFC US notified certification bodies from their clients at a schedule that meets their own system needs. Collected PEFC fees will be paid to PEFC US biannually
 by notified certification bodies. The notified certification body will also provide SFI Inc with a list of companies included in the payment. PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody notification fees are to be remitted to Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc., Dept. 4048, Washington, DC 20042-4048. Please contact Julia Hershberger at 202-596-3455 for money transfers and other payment options. 
This is a net 30-day payment policy. If an organization does not pay for the notification fee, they will not have their certificate posted on the PEFC procurement database and as such will not be recognized as being endorsed by PEFC. Subsequently, their certified product will not be recognized as being “PEFC certified” or carry the PEFC logo.

Annex 2

(from PEFC GD 1008 – PEFC Information and Registration System – Data Requirements)
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Data elements
5.1  Mandatory features
The PEFC Information and Registration System includes a set of data elements. The following tables define the data elements that need to be registered for each specific type of certification.

Table 1 (a): Mandatory features
I: Individual, MS: Multi-site, P: Participant, G: Group
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: always,
*: only when applicable

	
	Chain of Custody
	Forest Management
	Non- Certified Entity

	
	I
	MS
	P
	I
	G
	P
	

	Entity type (previously type of certification)
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	Certificate type
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	Area of certified forest land
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	PEFC authorised body
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	Certificate initial issuance date
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	Certificate latest renewal date
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	Certificate expiration date
	[image: image38.png]



	[image: image39.png]



	[image: image40.png]



	[image: image41.png]



	[image: image42.png]



	[image: image43.png]



	

	Date of withdrawal, suspension, termination
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Certificate number
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	Sub-certificate number
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*
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*
	

	My local CB
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	Certification body name
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	Certification status
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	Chain of custody method
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	Chain of Custody standard
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Table 1 (b): Mandatory features (continued)
I: Individual, MS: Multi-site, P: Participant, G: Group

: always,
*: only when applicable

	
	Chain of Custody
	Forest Management
	Non- Certified Entity

	
	I
	MS
	P
	I
	G
	P
	

	Company name (PEFC)
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	Company street (PEFC)
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	Company postal code (PEFC)
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	Company city (PEFC)
	[image: image97.png]



	[image: image98.png]



	[image: image99.png]



	[image: image100.png]



	[image: image101.png]



	[image: image102.png]



	[image: image103.png]




	Company country (PEFC)
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	Company telephone (PEFC)
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	Company website (PEFC)
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Contact person email (PEFC)
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	Contact person first name (PEFC)
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	Contact person last name (PEFC)
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	Logo user group
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	Logo licence expiry date
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Logo licence number
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
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	Logo licence status
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
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	New industry sector
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	Number of sites/participants
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	Product categories level 1
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	Product categories level 2
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	Product categories level 3
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	Product description
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	

	Sum of the total turnover of all of the participants in the certificate
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	Currency
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* These features shall be filled when applicable.

Note 1: The producer group requirements are identical to chain of custody multi-sites and participants. However, be careful that you enter the proper feature values regarding “Entity type”. When entering a producer group certificate holder, please select “Producer group certificate holder CoC” and when entering      a participant in a producer group, please select “Participants in producer group certificate CoC”.

Note 2: Guidance on how to register information on project certificates in the PEFC Information and Registration System can be found in Appendix 3 on this document.

Note 3: For non-certified entities, the feature “Date of issuance” refers to the date when the trademarks licence number was issued. The feature “Date of withdrawal, suspension, termination” refers to the date of withdrawal, suspension, termination of the trademarks licence. Non-certified entities are not eligible to be PEFC certified, but they may use the PEFC trademarks for promotional and communication purposes.

Note 4: Personal contact details can be replaced by generic information.

� First invoice will cover all existing certificates until June 30, 2019 and the second invoice will cover additional certificates in 2020. Payment is due 30 days after invoicing. 
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