PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018)

1
Scope

This checklist covers requirements for sustainable forest management as defined in PEFC ST 1003:2018, Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements.

Any inconsistencies between this text and the original referred to document will be overruled by the content and wording of the technical document.

2
Checklist

	PEFC benchmark requirement
	YES / NO*
	Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text)

	Context of the national standard and the organisations applying a PEFC endorsed standard

	4.1 General

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forestmanagement standards shall:

	a) include management and performance requirements that are applicable at the forest management unit level, or at another level as appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all requirements is achieved at the forest management unit level;

Note: An example of a situation where a requirement can be defined as being at another level (e.g. group/regional) is monitoring of forest health. Through monitoring of forest health at regional level, and communicating of results at the FMU level, the objective of the requirement is met without the necessity to carry out the individual monitoring of each forest management unit.
	Yes
	American Forest Foundation (AFF) 

2021 Standards of Sustainability 

Standards Prologue

The American Forest Foundation’s (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (Standards) promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests. These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry.  The Standards are based on international sustainability metrics and North American guidelines for sustainable forest management and serve as the basis for the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) certification program. The ATFS certification program is internationally endorsed by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC™). See 2021 ATFS Standards
Acreage Limitations for ATFS Certification 

The acreage of the entire parcel is used for evaluation purposes. The evaluator is to deduct non-forest acres from the total acreage of the parcel. In cases where the candidate parcel is attached to a larger property, or ownership, the parcel is the evaluation unit. Forest owners may choose to certify a portion of their entire property portfolio but may not exempt a portion of a contiguous forest management unity that does not meet the 2021 AFF Standards. Forested acres may include features such as food plots, water resources (lakes, ponds, streams), and other non-forested areas as long as these are small enough that they are an integrated part of the forest system. 

Individual forest owners may enroll contiguous properties from 10 acres to 20,000 acres. 

Independently Managed Group (IMG) programs may enroll contiguous properties up to 20,000 acres. Individual third-party certificate holders may include under their certificate, contiguous properties from 10 acres to 20,000 acres. 

ATFS acreage limits apply only to contiguous parcels. See ATFS Eligibility Requirements

	b) be clear, performance based and auditable;
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards of Sustainability are clearly written, objective and auditable by accredited Certification Bodies. See Standards

	c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the defined forest area who have an impact on achieving compliance with the requirements;
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards apply to all activities in the defined forest area that have a measurable impact on the environment.  

	d) require record-keeping that provides evidence of compliance with the requirements of the forest management standards;
	Yes
	The AFF Standard require written forest management plans, clearly stated landowner objectives, descriptions of desired forest conditions, records of management activities and other records sufficient to demonstrate objective evidence of conformance to the Standards.
Landowner conformance is documented on the Tree Farm Inspection Record

	e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another system specific claim, as claim to be used to communicate the origin of products in an area covered by the standard to customers with a PEFC chain of custody;

Note: System specific claims of PEFC endorsed standards and PEFC Council approved abbreviations of such claims and the claim “100% PEFC certified”, and their translations into languages other than English, are published online on the PEFC website www.pefc.org.
	NA
	The AFF Standard does not contain a Chain of Custody component.  Therefore, this requirement is Not Applicable (NA).  

	f) require that where owners/managers of forests are selling products from areas other than covered by the standard, only products from areas covered by the standard are sold with the claim “100% PEFC-certified” or a system specific claim;
	NA
	See 4.1.e above

	g) require that claims on the origin of products in an area covered by the standard are only made by forest owners/managers covered by a PEFC recognised certificate issued against the standard;
	NA
	See 4.1.e above

	h) specify requirements concerning the information which need to be provided to a PEFC chain of custody certified customer;
	NA
	See 4.1.e above

	i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if requirements of this benchmark are not reflected in the regional, national or sub-national standard, because they are already addressed through the legislation.
	NA
	See 4.1.e above

	4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders

	The standard requires that the organisation shall determine:

	a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to the sustainable forest management;
	Yes
	The ATFS strives for open communication and exchange of ideas around forest management.  Each State has a State-wide Tree Farm Committee comprised of a diverse base of interested parties and stakeholders.    

Audit Summary Reports have documented a high level of cooperation and communication, and include:

All ATFS Regions demonstrated a high degree of cooperation with and use of state forestry agencies and industry landowner assistance programs for technical support to improve forest management.

• All of the ATFS Regions demonstrated a strong commitment to public outreach and education.

Land owners regularly host educational opportunities for students and teachers, other landowners and the public in some cases.

• The interviews with landowners and stakeholders in the states sampled indicate that there is a high degree of commitment to the State level Tree Farm Programs and the implementation of forestry practices on the ground.

	b) the relevant needs and expectations of these stakeholders.
	Yes
	See 4.2.a above.

	4.3 Determining the scope of the management system

	4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine the boundaries and applicability of the management system to establish its scope.
	Yes
	American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) eligibility requirements were developed to ensure that ATFS certification remains consistent with the mission of outreach to family landowners and to positively affect the management of their lands.

	4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall comprise the cycle of inventory and planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts of forest management practices. This shall form a basis for a cycle of continuous improvement.
	Yes
	The ATFS Program maintains a wide range of records addressing participants' conformity, contact details, the amount of certified forest area and implementation of monitoring and corrective action. Contact details for each certified landowner and property (acreage) is maintained and updated in the central ATFS database. The Tree Farm Inspection Record (Form 021) establishes a written agreement between the landowner and the American Tree Farm System.  

ATFS periodically contracts with biometricians at Virginia Tech University to generate a stratified random sample of all properties certified under the AFF regional certificates, as documented in the centrally managed ATFS database. This sample provides a nationally random list of properties, stratified by acreage class, year since last inspection and location, to be visited during the calendar year. This sample provides a 95% confidence interval. The national office, then, generates a 021 Required Inspection Form for each property selected and forwards those to their respective states. It is the state committee’s responsibility to distribute these forms to their qualified inspecting foresters for implementation of the on-the-ground inspections.  Fulfilment of the annual sample of inspections is monitored at both then state and national level and is also reviewed in annual third-party audits

	5. Leadership

	5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment:

	a) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard and other applicable requirements of the certification system;
	
	The American Forest Foundation’s (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (Standards) promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests. These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry.  The Standards are based on international sustainability metrics and North American guidelines for sustainable forest management and serve as the basis for the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) certification program. The ATFS certification program is internationally endorsed by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC™). See American Forest Foundation (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability, Standards Prologue

	b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest management system.
	Yes
	These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry. See American Forest Foundation (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability, Standards Prologue

	5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly available.
	Yes
	Standard 1: Commitment to Practicing Sustainable Forestry

Landowner demonstrates commitment to forest health and sustainability by developing a forest management plan, implementing sustainable practices, and seeking opportunities to expand their knowledge and understanding of sustainable forest management. 

Performance Measure 1.1 

Landowner shall have and implement a written forest management plan consistent with the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of the forest activities.

	5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable forest management shall be clearly defined and assigned.
	Yes
	The Standards are used by a wide range of people. Landowners use the Standards to guide their management. Qualified natural resource professionals use the Standards to support and inform landowners in developing management plans and implementing sustainable forest management on the ground. Qualified ATFS inspectors and group managers use the Standards to conduct field inspections and management plan evaluations to determine conformance that qualifies a property for certification. Finally, third-party assessors review operations and management plans to verify conformance with the Standards, as prescribed by ATFS policies and procedures. See American Forest Foundation (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability, Standards Prologue



	6. Planning

	6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities

	6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall consider risks and opportunities concerning compliance with the requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and scale of the operations of the organisation shall be considered.
	Yes
	Qualified ATFS Inspectors and third-party assessors are cautioned to apply the Standards as written, avoid personal preferences and seek evidence of conformance. Qualified ATFS Inspectors and third-party assessors are urged to respect the landowner’s opportunity for creative solutions and adaptive management embodied in the Standards. See American Forest Foundation (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability, Standards Prologue

	6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest resources shall be established and maintained, adequate to local and national conditions and in correspondence with the requirements described in this international benchmark standard.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.
GUIDANCE

Current conditions may be described in general terms, including age, species and composition, or identified in accompanying maps and inventories. The depth of narrative and level of detail in current condition descriptions may vary widely with access to technical support, property attributes and the scale and intensity of management. Third-party assessors are encouraged to recognize a range of approaches in assessing current condition descriptions.  

	6.2 Management plan

	6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be:

	a) elaborated and periodically updated or continually adjusted;
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.1 Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

	b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest area;
	Yes
	Performance Measure 1.1 Landowner shall have and implement a written forest management plan consistent with the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of the forest activities.

	c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation as well as existing land-use or other official plans; and
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.1 Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

	d) adequately covering forest resources.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.2 Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

	6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the different uses or functions of the managed forest area.
	Yes
	See Indicator 1.1.2 in 6.2.1.

	6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include at least a description of the current forest management unit, long-term objectives, and the average annual allowable cut, including its justification.
	Yes
	See Indicator 1.1.2 in 6.2.1.

	6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of non-wood forest products shall be included in the management plan where forest management covers commercial use of non-wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their long-term sustainability.
	Yes
	Indicator 8.2.1 Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

	6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways and means to minimise the risk of degradation and damage to forest ecosystems.
	Yes
	Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

	6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the results of scientific research.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.1 Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

	6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management plan, appropriate to the scope and scale of forest management, shall be publicly available and shall include information on the general objectives and forest management principles.
	Yes
	The ATFS Eligibility Requirements require public summaries of forest management plans according to the following requirements:

Public Summaries of Forest Management Plans: 

Upon formal request, responsible Tree Farm organizations shall make available to interested parties the following information: 

a) For individual certificate holders, the landowner shall provide a summary of the management plan included in the public audit summary compiled by the Certification Body, omitting proprietary information and other confidential information. 

b) For Independently Managed Groups (IMGs), the Group Manager shall provide: 1) a summary of the AFF Standard required components of the management plans of IMG members’ properties, and 2) summaries of the Group Members’ management plans reviewed by the Certification Body and available in the public audit summary, omitting personally identifiable information, proprietary information and other confidential inforc) For Regional Tree Farm Programs, the ATFS shall provide: 1) a summary of the AFF Standard required components of the management plans of the properties included within the scope of the regional certificate, and 2) summary descriptions of the management plans for properties included in the scope of the audit reviewed by the Certification Body and included in the public audit summary, omitting personally identifiable information, proprietary information and other confidential information: 

c) For Regional Tree Farm Programs, the ATFS shall provide: 1) a summary of the AFF Standard required components of the management plans of the properties included within the scope of the regional certificate, and 2) summary descriptions of the management plans for properties included in the scope of the audit reviewed by the Certification Body and included in the public audit summary, omitting personally identifiable information, proprietary information and other confidential information.

	6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available summary of the management plan may exclude confidential business and personal information and other information made confidential by applicable legislation or for the protection of cultural sites or sensitive natural resource features.
	Yes
	c) For Regional Tree Farm Programs, the ATFS shall provide: 1) a summary of the AFF Standard required components of the management plans of the properties included within the scope of the regional certificate, and 2) summary descriptions of the management plans for properties included in the scope of the audit reviewed by the Certification Body and included in the public audit summary, omitting personally identifiable information, proprietary information and other confidential information

	6.3 Compliance requirements

	6.3.1 Legal compliance

	6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall identify and have access to the legislation applicable to its forest management and determine how these compliance obligations apply to the organisation.

Note: For a country which has signed a FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the European Union and the producing country, the “legislation applicable to forest management” is defined by the VPA agreement.
	Yes
	Standard 2: Compliance with Laws

Forest management activities comply with all relevant federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances.

Performance Measure 2.1 

Landowner shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county and municipal laws, regulations and ordinances governing forest management activities.

	6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organisation shall comply with applicable local, national and international legislation on forest management, including but not limited to forest management practices; nature and environmental protection; protected and endangered species; property, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous peoples, local communities or other affected stakeholders; health, labour and safety issues; anti-corruption and the payment of applicable royalties and taxes.
	Yes
	Standard 2: Compliance with Laws

Forest management activities comply with all relevant federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances.

Performance Measure 2.1 

(1)Landowner shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county and municipal laws, regulations and ordinances governing forest management activities.

	6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption legislation exists, the organisation must take alternative anti-corruption measures appropriate to the risk of corruption.
	Yes
	The U.S. has a very robust legal system and instances of illegal trade in timber are extremely rare. See 6.3.1.4.

	6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be implemented to address protection of the forest from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally initiated fires, and other illegal activities.
	Yes
	The U.S. has a very robust legal system and instances of illegal trade in timber are extremely rare.  An American Hardwood Export Council Study (https://www.dropbox.com/s/kqqavxz3gzgfxfw/Seneca%20Creek%20Assessment%20U.S.%20Hardwoods.pdf?dl=0) addressing Legality published a report in 2017 and found that:
Key Findings and Observations:

(1) Based on the data compiled and analyzed, the weight of evidence strongly indicates that there is very low risk that US hardwood exports contain wood from illegal sources.
(2) There can be high confidence that rights of timber ownership are well-established and respected. Approximately 92% of hardwood produced in the US is sourced from private lands. The vast majority of private landowners own small family forests that average less than 10 hectares in size. Numerous legal processes are available to landowners to resolve disputes involving proper title and/or the unauthorized taking or sale of timber property.

(3) While timber theft occurs and is of concern to private landowners, it not believed to be a pervasive or systemic problem, especially with regards to US hardwood exports. Even if half or more were hardwood trees, stolen timber would represent a very small portion of total US hardwood production – very likely less than 1%.

(4) The legal frameworks governing timber ownership, its management and sale vary widely by state. When considered in their totality, national and state forest programs contribute to ensuring sustainable and legal hardwood supplies.
Standard 2: Compliance with Laws

Forest management activities comply with all relevant federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances.

Performance Measure 2.1 

Landowner shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county and municipal laws, regulations and ordinances governing forest management activities.
Performance Measure 8.2 

Landowner or designated representative shall monitor forest product harvests and other management activities to ensure they conform to their objectives.
Indicator 1.1.3

The Landowner should monitor for changes that could interfere with the management objectives as stated in management plan. 

GUIDANCE

Monitoring for individual landowners or designated representatives can be achieved by visiting the property on a regular basis, riding through it or walking the trails. This can be done annually or more or less frequently depending on the individual circumstances (region, soils, risk of invasive species, risk of pest outbreaks, etc.).

Landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to keep a written record of monitoring observations to reflect and document changing conditions-- including the presence of invasive species, pest or disease or storm damage-- along with management activities. In addition, these records may also be used to defend against adverse possession claims, substantiate any casualty losses and enable timely response to trespass, illegal dumping, timber theft and insect or disease outbreaks.  Records of monitoring may be informal, such as handwritten notes, and could include photos, digital technologies, online tools such as www.mylandplan.org and other emerging media. 

Landowners are encouraged to update management plans based on monitoring. 

A management plan is considered current if it remains consistent with the landowner’s objectives and the conditions on the ground, regardless of when the plan was written.

	6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land

	6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership and land tenure arrangements shall be clearly defined, documented and established for the relevant management unit. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land shall be clarified, recognised and respected.

Note: Guidance for the handling of tenure arrangements can be obtained from the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security.
	Yes
	Property rights and land tenure is well defined in the United States and within the AFF Standards.  A Landowner is defined as: "landowner – Entity that holds title to the property to be certified."  (See 2021 AFF Standards)

Ownership and control rights are further defined in the AFF Interpretations: (Eligibility Guidance Language: If a landowner retains control and decision-making authority over the forest management, in accordance with their objectives, as reflected in their management plan, the land may be certified to that landowner. Lessees may not certify leased lands to the ATFS Standard."  

The AFF Disputes and Appeals Procedure also addresses opportunities for legal rights to be documented and appealed: "4.6) All parties, including American Indian Tribes, shall have access to formal legal mechanisms to resolve disputes over landownership, tenure and use rights through applicable US federal law."  (See AFF Disputes and Appeals)

Additional land ownership requirements are outlined in the Eligibility Requirements and Guidance:  "Landowner Requirements for ATFS Certification”
Landowner requirements may be delegated to a land manager; a land manager may implement the requirements of the program on behalf of the landowner. However, landowners shall be engaged in the decision to pursue certification. Ownership shall be privately held or held by a public entity. Properties shall be non-industrial but may be associated with small local business."
Performance Measure 1.1 

Landowner shall have and implement a written forest management plan consistent with the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of the forest activities.

Indicator 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.
Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

	6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall be conducted in recognition of the established framework of legal, customary and traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which shall not be infringed upon without the free, prior and informed consent of the holders of the rights, including the provision of compensation where applicable. Where the extent of rights is not yet resolved, or is in dispute, there are processes for just and fair resolution. In such cases forest managers shall, in the interim, provide meaningful opportunities for parties to be engaged in forest management decisions whilst respecting the processes and roles and responsibilities laid out in the policies and laws where the certification takes place.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards address recognition of rights and other social issues in the Standard and Guidance. 
Indicator 8.1.2*

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices1.

1 Auditors shall consider any complaints alleging violation of fair labor rules filed by workers or organized labor since the previous third-party certification audit. The auditor shall not take action on any labor issues pending in a formal grievance process or before Federal, State or local agencies or the courts, however, until those processes are completed. Absent a record of documented complaints or non-compliances, contractors and managers are assumed to be in compliance with this indicator.

Guidance: Landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to stipulate that contractors must be in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations. A qualified natural resource professional can help with this process.

Landowners are encouraged to discuss liability issues with their insurance agent and their attorney to gain a perspective on appropriate insurance minimums that they might require of contractors.
Indicator 8.1.3

Landowners should retain appropriate contracts or records for forest product harvests and other management activities to demonstrate conformance to the Standards.

Guidance:

Landowners or designated representatives should review the Standards before planning management activities. When contracting for forestry activities, landowners or designated representatives should specify that appropriate state forestry BMPs must be adhered to.
Other contract specifications might include:

• Protection of special sites or habitats

• Adherence to labor laws

• Requirements for adequate insurance

• Protection of soil and water integrity

• Residual tree damage

• Forest road maintenance and restoration

• Fence and gate protection and/or restoration

• Litter control

• Hazardous material spill prevention and clean-up

Examples of forestry activities requiring review for 2021 AFF Standards compliance:

• Harvest operations including timber and non-timber products

• Site preparation and reforestation

• Forest road construction and maintenance

• Mineral extraction

• Hunting and fishing

• Invasive species control

• Pest management

As a general rule, landowners are encouraged to retain contracts or records for management activities for three years.
Further, AFF established a Memorandum of Understanding ( MOU) with the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Engineers (IAMAW) (see Labor MOU) which establishes understanding to cooperatively achieve goals, including those set forth in the ILO core labor standards. A portion of the MOU is outlined below:
THEREFORE, The ATFS and the IAM-Woodworkers enter into this Memorandum of Understanding to cooperatively achieve the goals of enhancing forest health and productivity and all the benefits it brings, by outreaching to non-managing forest owners and forest contractors, educating them with timely forest sustainability information and working through mutually agreed upon methods, seeking to improve the overall health and sustainability of America’s family-owned forestlands and sustain the economic viability of its contractors and forest related markets.

TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS, BOTH PARTIES AGREE THAT BY WORKING TOGETHER:

· ATFS and IAMAW-Woodworkers work to develop a representative database of contractors and haulers used by ATFS members.
· ATFS and IAMAW-Woodworkers develop best-practices models of contracts for ATFS members to incorporate into their forest practices activities.
· ATFS and IAMAW Woodworkers develop a program which educates and informs contractors and landowners on key SFM and certification criteria regarding safety, ILO labor standards, recommended contract design and land management planning.
· ATFS and IAMAW Woodworkers work cooperatively to develop a system that provides education and information (E&I) training services to contractors in database or refers them to other agreed upon equivalent programs.
· ATFS agrees to urge its members to give preference to those contractors who have successfully completed the above mentioned E&I training program or other equivalent program.
· ATFS and IAMAW Woodworkers work cooperatively to identify those operating areas which lack an adequate number of participants in the ATFS-IAMW E&I program or its equivalent and prioritize those areas for program delivery.

· ATFS and IAM Woodworkers work cooperatively to obtain preferred provider agreements for ATFS certified products with local, regional and national wood products companies.

Contractors reported by IAMAW to be found in violation of US labor law and /or flagrant or frequent violations of ILO core labor standards will be removed and be ineligible for mention in ATFS “preferred contractor” databases. 

	6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall respect human rights as defined by the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.
	Yes
	The AFF Standards address recognition of rights and other social issues in the Standard and Guidance contained in the 2021 AFF Standards. 

Indicator 8.1.2*

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices1.

1 Auditors shall consider any complaints alleging violation of fair labor rules filed by workers or organized labor since the previous third-party certification audit. The auditor shall not take action on any labor issues pending in a formal grievance process or before Federal, State or local agencies or the courts, however, until those processes are completed. Absent a record of documented complaints or non-compliances, contractors and managers are assumed to be in compliance with this indicator.

Guidance: Landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to stipulate that contractors must be in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations. A qualified natural resource professional can help with this process.

	6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions

	6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall comply with fundamental ILO conventions.

Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions have been ratified, the requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a fundamental convention has not been ratified and its content is not covered by applicable legislation, specific requirements shall be included in the forest management standard.
	Yes
	The AFF Standard worked with panel members during the standards development process to adequately address labor concerns.  A formal Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the ATFS and the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAMAW).  (See Standard 8 of the 2021 2021 AFF Standards and Labor MOU).

	6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions

	6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be planned, organised and performed in a manner that enables health and accident risks to be identified and all reasonable measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related risks. Workers shall be informed about the risks involved with their work and about preventive measures.
	Yes
	The Code of Practice relating to forestry work was created in 1998. The beginning of the Code contains provisions that provide general, common sense, guidance relating to general safety protocols. The Code includes the following provisions: 

•
Ensure that all required equipment, tools and equipment are in safe and serviceable condition; 

•
Provide protective safety clothing and equipment 

•
Provide employees with safety training 

The US has a suite of laws governing health and safety issues in the workplace, the most prominent of which is the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act.  OSHA's mission is to assure the safety and health of America's workers by setting and enforcing standards; providing training, outreach, and education; establishing partnerships; and encouraging continual improvement in workplace safety and health.
(For more information see http://www.osha.gov)

Indicator 8.1.2*

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices.

Guidance: Forest owners are encouraged to stipulate that contractors are required to be in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations. A natural resource professional can help with this process.

Forest Owners are encouraged to discuss liability issues with their insurance agent and their attorney to gain a perspective on appropriate insurance minimums that they might require of contractors.

	6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be safe, and guidance and training in safe working practices shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in forest operations. Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or applicable collective agreements.

Note: Guidance for specifying national standards can be obtained from the ILO Code of Good Practice: Safety and Health in Forestry Work.
	Yes
	(See above 6.3.4.1)

	6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant forest workers as well as of contractors and other operators operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at least legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collective bargaining agreements.

Note: Where wages are below the living wage of a country, steps should be taken to attain increased wages towards a living wage level over time in addition to increases for inflation.
	Yes
	The AFF Standards address recognition of rights and other social issues in the Standard and Guidance contained in 2021 AFF Standards. 

Indicator 8.1.2*

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices1.

1 Auditors shall consider any complaints alleging violation of fair labor rules filed by workers or organized labor since the previous third-party certification audit. The auditor shall not take action on any labor issues pending in a formal grievance process or before Federal, State or local agencies or the courts, however, until those processes are completed. Absent a record of documented complaints or non-compliances, contractors and managers are assumed to be in compliance with this indicator.

	6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed to equal opportunities, non-discrimination and freedom from workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted.
	Yes
	The American Forest Foundation (AFF) is committed to ensuring a safe environment for all of our volunteers, partners, contractors, staff, landowners and others involved in the American Tree Farm System (ATFS).

In support of this commitment and values shared by members of its community, AFF maintains and enforces a policy of zero tolerance of harassment of any kind, including harassment based upon an individual's race; color; creed; religion; genetic information; national origin; sex, sexual orientation (including gender identity); ancestry; marital status, pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions; age; disability; or any other category protected under federal, state, or local law ("protected class"). See ATFS Anti-harassment policy 

	7. Support

	7.1 Resources

	7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine and provide the resources needed for the establishment, implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the sustainable forest management system.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards address commitment to sustainable forestry, compliance with laws, appropriate regeneration of the forest, protection of air/water/soils, contribute to the conservation of biodiversity, consideration of forest aesthetics, protection of special sites, use of qualified professionals and monitoring of management activities to ensure conformance to management plan objectives and continuous improvement.  (See the eight Standards of the AFF Standard (See 2021 2021 AFF Standards)

	7.2 Competence
	
	

	7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, employees and forest owners shall be provided with sufficient information and kept up-to-date through continuous training in relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition for all management planning and practices described in this benchmark.
	Yes
	Standard 8: Forest Product Harvests and Other Activities

Forest product harvests and other management activities are conducted in accordance with the landowner’s objectives and consider other forest values.

Performance Measure 8.1

Landowner should use qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors when contracting for services.

Indicator 8.1.1

Landowner should seek qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors.
Indicator 8.1.2

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices .

	7.3 Communication
	
	

	7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and consultation with local communities, indigenous peoples and other stakeholders relating to sustainable forest management shall be provided.
	Yes
	The ATFS strives for open communication and exchange of ideas around forest management.  Each State has a State-wide Tree Farm Committee comprised of a diverse base of interested parties and stakeholders.    

Audit Summary Reports have documented a high level of cooperation and communication.  Those findings from Regional Summary Report include:

All ATFS Regions demonstrated a high degree of cooperation with and use of state forestry agencies and industry landowner assistance programs for technical support to improve forest management.

• All of the ATFS Regions demonstrated a strong commitment to public outreach and education.

Land owners regularly host educational opportunities for students and teachers, other landowners and the public in some cases.

• The interviews with landowners and stakeholders in the states sampled indicate that there is a high degree of commitment to the State level Tree Farm Programs and the implementation of forestry practices on the ground.

	7.4 Complaints
	
	

	7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to forest management operations, land use rights and work conditions.
	Yes
	American Forest Foundation Disputes and Appeals Procedures 

1. OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this guideline is to describe the responsibilities and actions of the American Forest Foundation (AFF) in relation to the investigation and resolution of complaints and appeals. AFF regards all complaints and appeals as opportunities for continuous improvement and to implement corrective and preventive measures. AFF is committed to monitoring and achieving continual improvement in all areas of its activities and those of its members.

	7.5 Documented Information
	
	

	7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management system shall include documented information required by the standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system.
	Yes
	Annually, ATFS contracts with biometricians at Virginia Tech University to generate a stratified random sample of all properties certified under the AFF regional certificates, as documented in the centrally managed ATFS database. This sample provides a nationally random list of properties, stratified by acreage class, year since last inspection and location, to be visited during the calendar year. This sample provides a 95% confidence interval. The national office, then, generates a 021 Required Inspection Form for each property selected and forwards those to their respective states. It is the state committee’s responsibility to distribute these forms to their qualified inspecting foresters for implementation of the on-the-ground inspections.  Fulfilment of the annual sample of inspections is monitored at both then state and national level and is also reviewed in annual third-party audits.   (See AuditSampling Regional and RegionalGroupSOP)

	7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of the organisation.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.1 Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

	8. Operation

	8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle

	8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services and maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social values of forest resources.
	Yes
	Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.
Standard 5: Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity and Forest Health

Forest management activities contribute to the conservation of biodiversity.

	8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the forest resources and the capacity of the forest to store and sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium and long term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate silvicultural measures and preferring techniques that minimise adverse impacts on forest resources.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.
Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

GUIDANCE

The landowners may monitor harvesting and other activities personally or they may employ someone else to do it for them.  Many landowners engage a qualified natural resource professional for this function.

If the landowner’s objectives do not specify directives as to harvest, utilization and removals, regional norms and accepted practices are expected.  

The intent of Performance measure 8.2 is to ensure the maintenance of “the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.”  Good planning, utilizing qualified natural resource professionals, engaging competent qualified contractors and using an effective contract go a long way toward this end.

Definition of forest products: Goods and materials derived from the forest that are tangible and physical objects of biological origin. Such materials may include, but are not limited to, timber, fuelwood, fibers, biomass, leaves, fruit, grass, fungi, berries, resins, gums, animal parts, water, soil, gravel, stone and other minerals on forest land. In addition, products may also include other quantifiable goods or services including carbon storage or water protection. 

	8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in management operations, such as greenhouse gas emission reductions and efficient use of resources shall be encouraged.
	Yes
	(See 8.1.2)

	8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:

	a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority including consultation with affected stakeholders; and
	Yes
	The ATFS Eligibility for Certification Procedures require that landowners' properties be forest land.  Conversion of the forest to another use would disqualify the property from Tree Farm eligibility and the property would be de-certified. 

Landowner Requirements 

1. Ownership shall be privately held and not publicly traded 

2. Ownership may be a public entity such as municipalities, schools, public and private universities and watersheds. 

3. Properties owned by state government organizations shall undergo third-party certification assessments. Properties may not be enrolled through a state Tree Farm committee. Properties may be enrolled through an Independently Managed Group (IMG) program or the state may obtain an individual third-party certificate. 

4. Properties shall be non-industrial but may be associated with small local business.1 

5. Owner shall clearly exhibit commitment to sustainable management though management objectives or management plan 

6. Owner(s) demonstrates proactive forest management involvement 

7. Ownership goals and objectives reinforce the ATFS mission 

8. Owner(s) is engaged in active outreach efforts or can contribute to the effort

	b) entails a small proportion (no greater than 5 %) of forest type within the certified area; and
	Yes
	Acreage Limitations for ATFS Certification 

The acreage of the entire parcel is used for evaluation purposes. The evaluator is to deduct non-forest acres from the total acreage of the parcel. (See Eligibility Requirements)

	c) does not have negative impacts on ecologically important forest areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or other protected areas; and
	Yes
	For reforestation and afforestation, use of native and naturalized species and local provenances that are well-adapted to site conditions is preferred, where appropriate. A plantation may be established to add economic value and/or ecosystem services. If non-native species are selected, landowner should consult or seek guidance from qualified natural resource professionals, such as agencies, academic institutions or professional associations, to ensure that potential negative impacts on the ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been evaluated, and to determine whether negative impacts can be avoided or minimized. Landowners should avoid use of invasive species in reforestation and afforestation efforts.

Afforestation within an ecologically important non-forest ecosystem, such as a peatland, is likely to be extremely low. A landowner should consult a qualified natural resource professional to ensure that conversion of non-forested ecosystems to forest does not have a long-term negative impact on the ecology.

	d) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and
	Yes
	Standards Prologue

The AFF Standards promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests. These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry.
Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.
Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.
Definition of ecosystem services: Benefits obtained from ecosystems. Provisioning Services or the provision of food, fresh water, fuel, fiber, and other goods; Regulating Services such as carbon, water, and disease regulation as well as pollination; Supporting Services such as soil formation and nutrient cycling; and Cultural Services such as educational, aesthetic, and cultural heritage values as well as recreation and tourism. (based on Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005)

	e) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social benefits.
	Yes
	The American Forest Foundation’s (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification promote the vitality of renewable forest resources while protecting environmental, economic and social benefits and work to increase public understanding of all benefits of sustainable forestry.
Indicator 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

	8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:

	a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority; and
	Yes
	Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

GUIDANCE

The landowner or designated representative should ask his or her qualified natural resource professional or check with the state agency responsible for forestry assistance to find out if there is a reforestation law in place, and if so, to ensure compliance with it.

Federal and state reforestation programs may provide guidance regarding adequate stocking levels that landowners may utilize as a reference to support management.  However, certain wildlife habitat management regimes may favor lower stocking rates than the cost-share program or silvicultural guidelines do.  Therefore, it is important to make sure the chosen guidelines fit the forest conditions and are consistent with landowner objectives.
Indicator 3.1.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall achieve adequate stocking of desired species reflecting the landowner’s objectives, within five years after regeneration harvest, or an appropriate time frame for local conditions, or within a time interval as specified by applicable regulation.



	b) is established based on a decision-making basis where affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the decision-making on conversion through transparent and participatory consultation processes; and
	Yes
	Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

GUIDANCE

The landowner or designated representative should ask his or her qualified natural resource professional or check with the state agency responsible for forestry assistance to find out if there is a reforestation law in place, and if so, to ensure compliance with it.

Federal and state reforestation programs may provide guidance regarding adequate stocking levels that landowners may utilize as a reference to support management.  However, certain wildlife habitat management regimes may favor lower stocking rates than the cost-share program or silvicultural guidelines do.  Therefore, it is important to make sure the chosen guidelines fit the forest conditions and are consistent with landowner objectives.

	c) does not have negative impacts on threatened (including vulnerable, rare or endangered) nonforest ecosystems, culturally and socially significant areas, important habitats of threatened species or other protected areas; and
	Yes
	Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance. 

GUIDANCE

Forests of recognized importance (FORI) represent globally, regionally and nationally significant large landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural or biological values. These forests are evaluated at the landscape level, rather than the stand level and are recognized for a combination of unique values, rather than a single attribute. FORIs may include but are not limited to landscapes with exceptionally high concentrations of one or more of the following:

•
protected, rare, sensitive or representative forest ecosystems such as riparian areas and wetland biotopes

•
areas containing endemic species and critical habitats of multiple threatened  or endangered plant and animal species, as identified under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) or other recognized listings

•
recognized large-scale cultural or archeological sites including sites of human habitation, cities, burial grounds and in situ artifacts

•
areas containing identified and protected water resources upon which large metropolitan populations are dependent

•
areas containing identified unique or geologic features including geysers, waterfalls, lava beds, caves or craters

In the United States, because of their significance, FORIs have, generally, been identified and protected by federal or state governments or are under conservation easement by an environmental nonprofit organization. There is, at this time, no state or federal agency that regulates FORIs on private forest lands in the United States. Several conservation organizations have identified areas that they believe are of exceptional status yet there remains no single central clearinghouse of information regarding such forested landscapes.

In an effort to support and facilitate identification of these resources, AFF developed the Forests of Recognized Importance Resource as a reference for landowners and qualified natural resource professionals. This resource is available at the ATFS website and MyLandPlan.org:

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/fori

https://mylandplan.org/content/what-forest-recognized-importance

In addition, the AFF National Standards Interpretation Committee (NSIC) also advises consulting state forest action plans, state wildlife action plans and state natural heritage databases as resources for identifying FORIs. 
Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

GUIDANCE “For reforestation and afforestation, use of native and naturalized species and local provenances that are well-adapted to site conditions is preferred, where appropriate. A plantation may be established to add economic value and/or ecosystem services. If nonnative species are selected, landowner should consult or seek guidance from qualified natural resource professionals, such as agencies, academic institutions or professional associations, to ensure that potential negative impacts on the ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been evaluated, and to determine whether negative impacts can be avoided or minimized. Landowners should avoid use of invasive species in reforestation and afforestation efforts.

Afforestation within an ecologically important non-forest ecosystem, such as a peatland, is likely to be extremely low. A landowner should consult a qualified natural resource professional to ensure that conversion of non-forested ecosystems to forest does not have a long-term negative impact on the ecology.”

	d) entails a small proportion of the ecologically important non-forest ecosystem managed by an organisation; and
	Yes
	Acreage Limitations for ATFS Certification 

The acreage of the entire parcel is used for evaluation purposes. The evaluator is to deduct non-forest acres from the total acreage of the parcel. (See Eligibility Requirements)

	e) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and
	Yes
	Standards Prologue

The AFF Standards promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests. These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry.

Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

Definition of ecosystem services: Benefits obtained from ecosystems. Provisioning Services or the provision of food, fresh water, fuel, fiber, and other goods; Regulating Services such as carbon, water, and disease regulation as well as pollination; Supporting Services such as soil formation and nutrient cycling; and Cultural Services such as educational, aesthetic, and cultural heritage values as well as recreation and tourism. (based on Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005)

	f) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social benefits.
	Yes
	The American Forest Foundation’s (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification promote the vitality of renewable forest resources while protecting environmental, economic and social benefits and work to increase public understanding of all benefits of sustainable forestry.

Indicator 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

	8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where the conversion:

	a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority; and
	Yes
	Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

GUIDANCE

The landowner or designated representative should ask his or her qualified natural resource professional or check with the state agency responsible for forestry assistance to find out if there is a reforestation law in place, and if so, to ensure compliance with it.

Federal and state reforestation programs may provide guidance regarding adequate stocking levels that landowners may utilize as a reference to support management.  However, certain wildlife habitat management regimes may favor lower stocking rates than the cost-share program or silvicultural guidelines do.  Therefore, it is important to make sure the chosen guidelines fit the forest conditions and are consistent with landowner objectives.

Indicator 3.1.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall achieve adequate stocking of desired species reflecting the landowner’s objectives, within five years after regeneration harvest, or an appropriate time frame for local conditions, or within a time interval as specified by applicable regulation.



	b) is established based on a decision-making basis where affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the decision-making on conversion through transparent and participatory consultation processes; and
	Yes
	Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

GUIDANCE

The landowner or designated representative should ask his or her qualified natural resource professional or check with the state agency responsible for forestry assistance to find out if there is a reforestation law in place, and if so, to ensure compliance with it.

Federal and state reforestation programs may provide guidance regarding adequate stocking levels that landowners may utilize as a reference to support management.  However, certain wildlife habitat management regimes may favor lower stocking rates than the cost-share program or silvicultural guidelines do.  Therefore, it is important to make sure the chosen guidelines fit the forest conditions and are consistent with landowner objectives.

	c) has a positive impact on long-term carbon sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; and
	Yes
	Standards Prologue

The AFF Standards promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests. These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry.

Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

Definition of ecosystem services: Benefits obtained from ecosystems. Provisioning Services or the provision of food, fresh water, fuel, fiber, and other goods; Regulating Services such as carbon, water, and disease regulation as well as pollination; Supporting Services such as soil formation and nutrient cycling; and Cultural Services such as educational, aesthetic, and cultural heritage values as well as recreation and tourism. (based on Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005)

	d) does not have negative impacts on ecologically important forest areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or other protected areas; and
	Yes
	Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance. 

GUIDANCE

Forests of recognized importance (FORI) represent globally, regionally and nationally significant large landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural or biological values. These forests are evaluated at the landscape level, rather than the stand level and are recognized for a combination of unique values, rather than a single attribute. FORIs may include but are not limited to landscapes with exceptionally high concentrations of one or more of the following:

•
protected, rare, sensitive or representative forest ecosystems such as riparian areas and wetland biotopes

•
areas containing endemic species and critical habitats of multiple threatened  or endangered plant and animal species, as identified under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) or other recognized listings

•
recognized large-scale cultural or archeological sites including sites of human habitation, cities, burial grounds and in situ artifacts

•
areas containing identified and protected water resources upon which large metropolitan populations are dependent

•
areas containing identified unique or geologic features including geysers, waterfalls, lava beds, caves or craters

In the United States, because of their significance, FORIs have, generally, been identified and protected by federal or state governments or are under conservation easement by an environmental nonprofit organization. There is, at this time, no state or federal agency that regulates FORIs on private forest lands in the United States. Several conservation organizations have identified areas that they believe are of exceptional status yet there remains no single central clearinghouse of information regarding such forested landscapes.

In an effort to support and facilitate identification of these resources, AFF developed the Forests of Recognized Importance Resource as a reference for landowners and qualified natural resource professionals. This resource is available at the ATFS website and MyLandPlan.org:

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/fori

https://mylandplan.org/content/what-forest-recognized-importance

In addition, the AFF National Standards Interpretation Committee (NSIC) also advises consulting state forest action plans, state wildlife action plans and state natural heritage databases as resources for identifying FORIs. 

Due to the small scale and low-intensity of family forest operations, informal assessment for the occurrence of FORIs through consultation with experts or review of available and accessible information is appropriate.

	e) safeguards protective functions of forests for society and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services; and
	Yes
	Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

	f) safeguards socio-economic functions of forests, including the recreational function and aesthetic values of forests and other cultural services; and
	Yes
	Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.
Definition of ecosystem services: Benefits obtained from ecosystems. Provisioning Services or the provision of food, fresh water, fuel, fiber, and other goods; Regulating Services such as carbon, water, and disease regulation as well as pollination; Supporting Services such as soil formation and nutrient cycling; and Cultural Services such as educational, aesthetic, and cultural heritage values as well as recreation and tourism. (based on Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005)

	g) has a land history providing evidence that the degradation is not the consequence of deliberate poor forest management practices; and
	Yes
	Standard 3: Reforestation and Afforestation

Landowner completes timely restocking of desired species of trees on a regeneration harvest site and nonstocked areas where tree growing is consistent with land use practices and the landowner’s objectives.  

Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.
Guidance “A landowner should consult a qualified natural resource professional to ensure that conversion of non-forested ecosystems to forest does not have a long-term negative impact on the ecology.”

	h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating that the area is neither recovered nor in the process of recovery.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

Guidance “A landowner should consult a qualified natural resource professional to ensure that conversion of non-forested ecosystems to forest does not have a long-term negative impact on the ecology.”
Afforestation within an ecologically important non-forest ecosystem, such as a peatland, is likely to be extremely low. A landowner should consult a qualified natural resource professional to ensure that conversion of non-forested ecosystems to forest does not have a long-term negative impact on the ecology.

	8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality

	8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures and processes and using preventive biological measures.
	Yes
	Standard 1: Commitment to Practicing Sustainable Forestry

Landowner demonstrates commitment to forest health and sustainability by developing a forest management plan, implementing sustainable practices, and seeking opportunities to expand their knowledge and understanding of sustainable forest management.
Standard 5: Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity and Forest Health

Forest management activities contribute to the conservation of biodiversity.
Performance Measure 5.3

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health.

Indicator 5.3.1

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health, including prevention, control or response to disturbances such as wildland fire, invasive species and other pests, pathogens or unwanted vegetation, to achieve specific management objectives.

	8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and structural diversity shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation mechanisms.
	Yes
	Standard 5: Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity and Forest Health

Forest management activities contribute to the conservation of biodiversity.

Performance Measure 5.1

Forest management activities shall protect habitats and communities occupied by threatened or endangered species as required by law.
Performance Measure 5.3

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health.

Indicator 5.3.1

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health, including prevention, control or response to disturbances such as wildland fire, invasive species and other pests, pathogens or unwanted vegetation, to achieve specific management objectives.
Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance.

	8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to regions where fire is an essential tool in forest management for regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat management or a recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases adequate management and control measures shall be taken.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 4.3

When used, prescribed burns shall conform with landowner’s objectives and all applicable rules, laws, and regulations.

GUIDANCE

In many states, the state forestry agency employs a permit system for prescribed burning.  Many of these agencies provide training for prescribed burning that is available to landowners and designated representatives.  Successful completion of a prescribed burning course is often required before the state forestry agency will issue a burning permit.  Many states regulate the amount of open burning that can be conducted on a given day in a county or multi-county zone. 

Prescribed burning includes controlled burning of piles, windrows and broadcast fire applications.   

A prescribed burning plan is highly recommended, which will include reconnaissance of the burning block, estimates of fuel condition, required weather conditions and adequate means of controlling the fire after it is set.  Oral discussion of a burning plan with all of the parties involved, before the burn is started on the property, is acceptable. A written burning plan record is not required by the Standards but may be required by the state agency that regulates open burning in the state.

	8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management practices such as reforestation and afforestation with tree species and provenances that are suited to the site conditions or the use of tending, harvesting and transport techniques that minimise tree and/or soil damages shall be applied.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 4.3

When used, prescribed burns shall conform with landowner’s objectives and all applicable rules, laws, and regulations.

	8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be collected, stored in designated areas and removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spillage of oil or fuel during forest management operations shall be prevented. Emergency procedures for the minimisation of risk of environmental harm arising from the accidental spillage shall be in place.
	Yes
	Standard 3: Reforestation and Afforestation

Landowner completes timely restocking of desired species of trees on harvested sites and non-stocked areas where tree growing is consistent with land use practices and the forest owner’s management objectives.  

Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

Indicator 3.1.1

Harvested forest land shall achieve adequate stocking of desired species reflecting the landowner’s objectives, within five years after harvest, or within a time interval as specified by applicable regulation.

Guidance: Natural regeneration stocking assessments should account for both softwood and hardwood regeneration and should take place within the normally accepted time frame for local conditions.

For reforestation and afforestation, use of native species and local provenances that are well adapted to site conditions is preferred, where appropriate. If nonnative species are selected, landowner should consult or seek guidance from qualified natural resource professionals, such as agencies, academic institutions or professional associations, to ensure that potential negative impacts on the ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been evaluated, and to determine whether negative impacts can be avoided or minimized.

Indicator 8.1.3: Landowners should retain appropriate contracts or records for forest product harvests and other management activities to demonstrate conformance to the Standards.

Guidance: Landowners or designated representatives should review the Standards before planning management activities. When contracting for forestry activities, landowners or designated representatives should specify that appropriate state forestry BMPs must be adhered to.

Other contract specifications might include:

• Protection of special sites or habitats

• Adherence to labor laws

• Requirements for adequate insurance

• Protection of soil and water integrity

• Residual tree damage

• Forest road maintenance and restoration

• Fence and gate protection and/or restoration

• Litter control

• Hazardous material spill prevention and clean-up

Examples of forestry activities requiring review for 2021 AFF Standards compliance:

• Harvest operations including timber and non-timber products

• Site preparation and reforestation

• Forest road construction and maintenance

• Mineral extraction

• Hunting and fishing

• Invasive species control

• Pest management

As a general rule, landowners are encouraged to retain contracts or records for management activities for three years.

	8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, appropriate silviculture alternatives and other biological measures shall be preferred to minimise the use of pesticides.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 4.2 

Landowner shall consider a range of forest management activities to control pests, pathogens and unwanted vegetation. 

Indicator 4.2.1

Landowner should evaluate alternatives to pesticides for the prevention or control of pests, pathogens and unwanted vegetation to achieve specific management objectives.

GUIDANCE

Landowners or designated representatives should consult with their state forestry agency or qualified natural resource professional to learn about the range of recommended management techniques for any particular disease, invasive species or pest outbreak on their property. Links to these resources are available at the ATFS website. 

Integrated pest management (IPM) is an excellent approach to controlling, suppressing or preventing pests and can take many forms. Preventative measures, efforts to improve forest health or, in some other way, protect the property from injurious organisms are often the most practical and effective approaches. Pesticide applications may be used when other control measures are ineffective or impractical.

While landowners and designated representatives are urged to take feasible actions to address pests, pathogens and unwanted vegetation, third-party assessors are advised that, in some cases, there may be no feasible options for controlling a pest or outbreak due to severity, scale and timing of onset.

	8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is documented.
	Yes
	Indicator 4.2.2 

Pesticides used shall be approved by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and applied, stored and disposed of in accordance with EPA-approved labels and by persons appropriately trained, licensed and supervised.

GUIDANCE

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approves the use of pesticides for specific situations and on specific plants or animals, at specified application rates.  The landowner is responsible for ensuring that the planned use of a pesticide is in compliance with the EPA label requirements. Use of pesticides should be documented by the landowner or designated representative.

	8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, except where no other viable alternative is available. Any exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be defined in the national/regional standard.
	Yes
	U.S. EPA regulates pesticide use through the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA).  WHO highly toxic pesticides are not approved for forestry uses in the U.S.  For more detailed information on FIFRA, go to: http://www.epa.gov/oecaagct/lfra.html

Indicator 4.2.2 

Pesticides used shall be approved by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and applied, stored and disposed of in accordance with EPA-approved labels and by persons appropriately trained, licensed and supervised.

	8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use, and any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohibited.

Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are defined in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.
	Yes
	U.S. EPA regulates pesticide use through the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA).  Chlorinated hydrocarbons are not approved for forestry uses in the U.S.  For more detailed information on FIFRA, go to: http://www.epa.gov/oecaagct/lfra.html

Indicator 4.2.2 

Pesticides used shall be approved by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and applied, stored and disposed of in accordance with EPA-approved labels and by persons appropriately trained, licensed and supervised.

	8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall follow the instructions given by the pesticide producer and be implemented with proper equipment by trained personnel.
	Yes
	Indicator 4.2.2 

Pesticides used shall be approved by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and applied, stored and disposed of in accordance with EPA-approved labels and by persons appropriately trained, licensed and supervised.

	8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due consideration for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management.
	
	The 2021 AFF Standards rely on applicable laws and regulations, as well as professional advice from qualified contractors and other qualified natural resource professionals in the application of silvicultural practices, including fertilizers.  

The applicable provisions of the AFF Standard include:  

Standard 2: Compliance with Laws

Forest management activities comply with all relevant federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances.

Performance Measure 2.1 

Landowner shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county, and municipal laws, regulations, and ordinances governing forest management activities.

Indicator 2.1.1

Landowner shall comply with all relevant laws, regulations and ordinances and will correct conditions that led to adverse regulatory actions, if any.

Indicator 2.1.2

Landowner should obtain advice from appropriate natural resource professionals, or qualified contractors who are trained in, and familiar with, relevant laws, regulations and ordinances.

Performance Measure 4.1 

Landowner shall meet or exceed practices prescribed by State Forestry Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are applicable to the property.

 Indicator 4.1.1 

Landowner shall implement specific state forestry BMPs that are applicable to the property.

	8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)

	8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to produce a range of wood and non-wood forest products and services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained.
	Yes
	AFF 2021 Standard 1: Commitment to Practicing Sustainable Forestry 

Landowner demonstrates commitment to forest health and sustainability by developing a forest management plan and implementing sustainable practices.

Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

Guidance: The Landowner may monitor harvesting and other activities personally or they may employ someone else to do it for them. Many landowners engage a qualified natural resource professional for this function.

If the landowner’s objectives do not specify directives as to harvest, utilization and removals, regional norms and accepted practices are expected.

The intent of Performance measure 8.2 is to ensure the maintenance of “the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably” Good planning, utilizing qualified natural resource professionals, engaging competent qualified contractors and using an effective contract go a long way toward this end.

	8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance shall be pursued, taking into account possibilities for new markets and economic activities in connection with all relevant goods and services of forests.
	Yes
	The American Forest Foundation’s (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification promote the vitality of renewable forest resources while protecting environmental, economic and social benefits and work to increase public understanding of all benefits of sustainable forestry.

Indicator 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive, and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified, and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.

Performance Measure 8.2 

Landowner shall monitor forest product harvests and other management activities to ensure they conform to their objectives.

Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

Guidance: The Landowner may monitor harvesting and other activities personally or they may employ someone else to do it for them. Many landowners engage a qualified natural resource professional for this function.

If the landowner’s objectives do not specify directives as to harvest, utilization and removals, regional norms and accepted practices are expected.

The intent of Performance measure 8.2 is to ensure the maintenance of “the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably” Good planning, utilizing qualified natural resource professionals, engaging competent qualified contractors and using an effective contract go a long way toward this end.

	8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and regeneration operations shall be carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and trees.
	Yes
	Standard 3: Reforestation and Afforestation

Landowner completes timely restocking of desired species of trees on a regeneration harvest site and nonstocked areas where tree growing is consistent with land use practices and the landowner’s objectives.  

Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

Performance Measure 4.1 

Landowner shall meet or exceed practices prescribed by state forestry best management practices (BMPs) that are applicable to the property.

GUIDANCE

Compliance with all state forestry BMPs that apply to elements such as air, water, soil and site quality are required on all ATFS certified properties, even if voluntary in the state of practice. Landowners and designated representatives are urged to secure a copy of the state forestry BMP guide from their state forestry agency and to familiarize themselves with the guidelines in it for harvesting, road building, reforestation, habitat management and other forest activities.  For many states, this information is available free online and in printed format.

For states with forest practice acts, the statutes, administrative rules and guidance for the acts is considered the equivalent of BMPs.  Where the Standards note state forestry BMP, the inspector or third-party assessor should reference the forest practice act in states where present.

Indicator 4.1.1 

Landowner shall implement specific state forestry BMPs that are applicable to the property.
GUIDANCE

When planning management activities that will cause any soil disturbance or require chemical application, the BMP manual for the state in which the property is located should be consulted and applicable BMP methods employed. 

Examples of activities requiring BMP application:  

•
Harvest planning – including block design, haul roads, skidder trails, stream crossings and truck-loading areas

•
Reforestation design – mechanical or chemical site preparation, machine or hand planting

•
Construction and maintenance of new and existing roads and recreation trails 

•
Prescribed burning plans – fire lane construction, smoke management, agency notification
Standard 8: Forest Product Harvests and Other Activities

Forest product harvests and other management activities are conducted in accordance with the landowner’s objectives and consider other forest values.
Indicator 8.1.2

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices .

GUIDANCE

 Landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to stipulate that contractors must be in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations.  A qualified natural resource professional can help with this process.

Landowners are encouraged to discuss liability issues with their insurance agent and their attorney to gain a perspective on appropriate insurance minimums that they might require of contractors.

	8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood and non-wood forest products shall not exceed a rate that can be sustained in the long term, and optimum use shall be made of the harvested products.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 8.2 

Landowner shall monitor forest product harvests and other management activities to ensure they conform to their objectives.

Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

	8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or bridges shall be planned, established and maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods and services while minimising negative impacts on the environment.
	Yes
	Indicator 4.1.1 

Landowner shall implement specific state forestry BMPs that are applicable to the property. 

Guidance: When planning management activities that will cause any soil disturbance or require chemical application, the BMP manual for the state in which the property is located should be consulted and applicable BMP methods employed.

Examples of activities requiring BMP application:

• Harvest planning – including block design, haul roads, skidder trails, stream crossings and truck-loading areas 

• Reforestation design – mechanical or chemical site preparation, machine or hand planting

• Construction of new roads and maintenance of existing roads

• Prescribed burning plans – fire lane construction, smoke management,

agency notification

	8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems

	8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, species and genetic levels.
	Yes
	Standard 5: Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity and Forest Health

Forest management activities contribute to the conservation of biodiversity.

Performance Measure 5.1

Forest management activities shall protect habitats and communities occupied by threatened or endangered species as required by law.
Indicator 5.1.1

Landowner shall periodically confer with natural resource agencies, state natural resource heritage programs, qualified natural resource professionals or other current sources of information to determine occurrences of threatened or endangered species on the property and their habitat requirements.
Indicator 5.4.1

Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the situation, forest management activities should incorporate measures to contribute to the conservation of identified forests of recognized importance.

GUIDANCE

Landowners or designated representatives who have identified some or all of their forest property as part of a FORI should delineate the area on the maps associated with the management plan. Management activities on or adjacent to an identified FORI should seek to contribute to or support the values that led to the designation of the area. 

For family landowners, a more likely scenario is that their property is adjacent to a state or federally protected area and identified as a FORI at a landscape scale.  Landowners should consider the impact to a neighboring FORI and opportunities to support consideration of specific values or attributes when planning and implementing activities on their forest property. Given the size and scale of family ownerships eligible for ATFS certification, landowners may be limited in their abilities to significantly impact FORI presence and quality through management at the small scale.

	8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning of forest resources shall identify, protect, conserve or set aside ecologically important forest areas.

Note: This does not prohibit forest management activities that do not damage the important ecologic values of those biotopes.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements.
Indicator 5.1.2 

Forest management activities shall incorporate measures to protect identified threatened or endangered species on the property.
Performance Measure 5.2

Landowner should address the desired species and/or desired forest communities when conducting forest management activities, if consistent with landowner’s objectives.
Indicator 5.2.1

Landowner should consult available and accessible information on management of the forest for desired species and/or forest communities and integrate it into forest management.
Performance Measure 5.3

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health.

Indicator 5.3.1

Landowner should make practical efforts to promote forest health, including prevention, control or response to disturbances such as wildland fire, invasive species and other pests, pathogens or unwanted vegetation, to achieve specific management objectives.
Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance.
Standard 7: Protect Special Sites

Special sites are managed in ways that recognize their unique historical, archeological, cultural, geological, biological or ecological characteristics.

Performance Measure 7.1 

Forest management activities shall consider and maintain any special sites relevant on the property.

	8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and endangered plant and animal species shall not be exploited for commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be taken for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their population.

Note: The requirement does not preclude trade according to CITES requirements.
	Yes
	Standard 2: Compliance with Laws

Forest management activities comply with all relevant federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances.

Performance Measure 2.1 

Landowner shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county and municipal laws, regulations and ordinances governing forest management activities.

GUIDANCE

The Standard only applies to laws, regulations and ordinances related to forest management activities taking place on the property. 

Landowners or designated representatives should employ the maxim, “When in doubt, ask.” Common forest management activities that are regulated in many states include conservation of state and federally protected species and their habitat, prescribed burning, pesticide application, harvesting, road building, pond construction and stream crossings. 

Excellent professional resources are available at local natural resource agency offices. Please consult the resource pages on the ATFS website and at www.mylandplan.org for additional help on relevant federal and state laws and regulations.
Compliance with all relevant (applicable) laws can be verified in a three-tiered

process:

Step 1 – Observation of conditions on the subject property

Step 2 – The landowner’s own verbal or written claim of legal compliance

Step 3 – Research with the state Department of Natural Resources, local

Natural Resource Conservation Service office or State Forestry Commission offices.

If Step 1 and Step 2 do not raise any issues, then the inspector or auditor is not required to employ Step 3.

Guidance: Full legal compliance to relevant laws, regulations and ordinances is the intent of the Standard. Mistakes may occur in carrying out forest management activities. Forest owners shall be committed to correcting inadvertent violations. A pattern of willful violation of relevant laws, regulations or ordinances is not acceptable.

If there is evidence of past non-conformance (see Guidance for 2.1), then the landowner shall show proof of a good-faith effort to remedy the non-conformance. If the matter is tied up in court, then the landowner is only disqualified when a final adverse judgment is rendered AND the landowner refuses to comply with the ruling.
Performance Measure 5.1

Forest management activities shall protect habitats and communities occupied by threatened or endangered species as required by law.
Indicator 5.1.1

Landowner shall periodically confer with natural resource agencies, state natural resource heritage programs, qualified natural resource professionals or other current sources of information to determine occurrences of threatened or endangered species on the property and their habitat requirements.
Indicator 5.1.2 

Forest management activities shall incorporate measures to protect identified threatened or endangered species on the property.
Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance.
Indicator 5.4.1

Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the situation, forest management activities should incorporate measures to contribute to the conservation of identified forests of recognized importance.

	8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be ensured through natural regeneration or planting that is adequate to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest resources.
	Yes
	Standard 3: Reforestation and Afforestation

Landowner completes timely restocking of desired species of trees on a regeneration harvest site and nonstocked areas where tree growing is consistent with land use practices and the landowner’s objectives.  

Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.


	8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and afforestation origins of native species that are well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced species, provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been scientifically evaluated, and if negative impacts can be avoided or minimised.

Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species are recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive species.
	Yes
	Standard 3: Reforestation and Afforestation

Landowner completes timely restocking of desired species of trees on a regeneration harvest site and nonstocked areas where tree growing is consistent with land use practices and the landowner’s objectives.  

Performance Measure 3.1 

Reforestation or afforestation shall be achieved by a suitable process that ensures adequate stocking levels.

GUIDANCE

The landowner or designated representative should ask his or her qualified natural resource professional or check with the state agency responsible for forestry assistance to find out if there is a reforestation law in place, and if so, to ensure compliance with it.

Federal and state reforestation programs may provide guidance regarding adequate stocking levels that landowners may utilize as a reference to support management.  However, certain wildlife habitat management regimes may favor lower stocking rates than the cost-share program or silvicultural guidelines do.  Therefore, it is important to make sure the chosen guidelines fit the forest conditions and are consistent with landowner objectives.

Natural regeneration stocking assessments should account for both softwood and hardwood regeneration and should take place within the normally accepted time frame for local conditions.

For reforestation and afforestation, use of native and naturalized species and local provenances that are well-adapted to site conditions is preferred, where appropriate. A plantation may be established to add economic value and/or ecosystem services. If nonnative species are selected, landowner should consult or seek guidance from qualified natural resource professionals, such as agencies, academic institutions or professional associations, to ensure that potential negative impacts on the ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been evaluated, and to determine whether negative impacts can be avoided or minimized. Landowners should avoid use of invasive species in reforestation and afforestation efforts.

Afforestation within an ecologically important non-forest ecosystem, such as a peatland, is likely to be extremely low. A landowner should consult a qualified natural resource professional to ensure that conversion of non-forested ecosystems to forest does not have a long-term negative impact on the ecology.

The potential use of biotechnology and genetically modified trees is an evolving issue in US regulations and the field of forestry in United States. Genetic engineering may offer new opportunities for the restoration of species, such as the American chestnut, and other potential benefits for the resilience of forests. AFF recognizes that much research is still being conducted to study the ecological cost and benefits of genetically engineered trees and regulations concerning forest biotechnology continue to evolve.  Research is ongoing and AFF will continue to monitor emerging scientific developments in this area, adjusting guidance for the ATFS Standards, where appropriate.  

Use of genetically modified trees is limited to very specific applications of species restoration, in accordance with federal regulations. As such, use of genetically modified trees by family landowners in the US is likely to be extremely low during the implementation period of ATFS 2021 Standards. However, use of genetically modified trees is not supported under these standards, reflecting conformance with PEFC requirements, which endorses the ATFS certification program. Most tree farmer collaborators with The American Chestnut Foundation deploy stock that was developed using traditional backcross hybrids that are not considered genetically modified trees and are acceptable.

	8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and other tree planting activities that contribute to the improvement and restoration of ecological connectivity shall be promoted.
	Yes
	The AFF requirements addressing reforestation and afforestation ensure the improvement of ecological connectivity.  (See 8.4.4)

	8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall not be used.

Note: The restriction on the usage of genetically-modified trees has been adopted by the PEFC General Assembly based on the Precautionary Principle. Until enough scientific data on genetically modified trees indicates that impacts on human and animal health and the environment are equivalent to, or more positive than, those presented by trees genetically improved by traditional methods, no genetically-modified trees will be used.
	Yes
	The potential use of biotechnology and genetically modified trees is an evolving issue in US regulations and the field of forestry in United States. Genetic engineering may offer new opportunities for the restoration of species, such as the American chestnut, and other potential benefits for the resilience of forests. AFF recognizes that much research is still being conducted to study the ecological cost and benefits of genetically engineered trees and regulations concerning forest biotechnology continue to evolve.  Research is ongoing and AFF will continue to monitor emerging scientific developments in this area, adjusting guidance for the ATFS Standards, where appropriate.  

Use of genetically modified trees is limited to very specific applications of species restoration, in accordance with federal regulations. As such, use of genetically modified trees by family landowners in the US is likely to be extremely low during the implementation period of ATFS 2021 Standards. However, use of genetically modified trees is not supported under these standards, reflecting conformance with PEFC requirements, which endorses the ATFS certification program. 

	8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and vertical structures and the diversity of species such as mixed stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The practices shall also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity.
	Yes
	The relatively small size, large number and diversity of forest landowner objectives in the U.S. ensures that a wide diversity of habitat types, age classes and stand structures are present across the landscape.  The AFF Standard promotes such diversity in a number of ways including:
Standard 8: Forest Product Harvests and Other Activities

Forest product harvests and other management activities are conducted in accordance with the landowner’s objectives and consider other forest values.

Performance Measure 8.1

Landowner should use qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors when contracting for services.

Indicator 8.1.1

Landowner should seek qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors.
Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

GUIDANCE

The landowners may monitor harvesting and other activities personally or they may employ someone else to do it for them.  Many landowners engage a qualified natural resource professional for this function.

If the landowner’s objectives do not specify directives as to harvest, utilization and removals, regional norms and accepted practices are expected.  

The intent of Performance measure 8.2 is to ensure the maintenance of “the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.”  Good planning, utilizing qualified natural resource professionals, engaging competent qualified contractors and using an effective contract go a long way toward this end.
Performance Measure 5.2

Landowner should address the desired species and/or desired forest communities when conducting forest management activities, if consistent with landowner’s objectives.
Indicator 5.2.1

Landowner should consult available and accessible information on management of the forest for desired species and/or forest communities and integrate it into forest management.

	8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices that create valuable ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be supported, where appropriate.
	Yes
	The AFF Standard encourages landowners to recognize special sites and high conservation value forests and manage them for their unique characteristics and qualities.  
Indicator 5.4.1

Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the situation, forest management activities should incorporate measures to contribute to the conservation of identified forests of recognized importance.

GUIDANCE

Landowners or designated representatives who have identified some or all of their forest property as part of a FORI should delineate the area on the maps associated with the management plan. Management activities on or adjacent to an identified FORI should seek to contribute to or support the values that led to the designation of the area. 

For family landowners, a more likely scenario is that their property is adjacent to a state or federally protected area and identified as a FORI at a landscape scale.  Landowners should consider the impact to a neighboring FORI and opportunities to support consideration of specific values or attributes when planning and implementing activities on their forest property. Given the size and scale of family ownerships eligible for ATFS certification, landowners may be limited in their abilities to significantly impact FORI presence and quality through management at the small scale.
Standard 7: Protect Special Sites

Special sites are managed in ways that recognize their unique historical, archeological, cultural, geological, biological or ecological characteristics.

Performance Measure 7.1 

Forest management activities shall consider and maintain any special sites relevant on the property.

Indicator 7.1.1 

Landowner shall make a reasonable effort to locate and protect special sites appropriate for the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of forest management activities.

	8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting operations shall be conducted in a way that does not cause lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical measures shall be taken to maintain or improve biological diversity.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards promote sound forest management practices that are designed to improve protection of high conservation value forests.
Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance.
Indicator 5.4.1

Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the situation, forest management activities should incorporate measures to contribute to the conservation of identified forests of recognized importance.

	8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned and constructed in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key species – in particular their migration patterns – into consideration.
	Yes
	Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

Performance Measure 4.1 

Landowner shall meet or exceed practices prescribed by state forestry best management practices (BMPs) that are applicable to the property.
Indicator 4.1.1 

Landowner shall implement specific state forestry BMPs that are applicable to the property.
Indicator 4.1.2

Landowner shall minimize road construction and other soil disturbances within riparian zones and wetlands.

	8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to management objectives, measures shall be taken to control the pressure of animal populations on forest regeneration and growth as well as on biodiversity.
	Yes
	Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

	8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves and rare tree species shall be left in quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard biological diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the health and stability of forests and on surrounding ecosystems.
	Yes
	Standard 7: Protect Special Sites

Special sites are managed in ways that recognize their unique historical, archeological, cultural, geological, biological or ecological characteristics.

Performance Measure 7.1 

Forest management activities shall consider and maintain any special sites relevant on the property.

Indicator 7.1.1 

Landowner shall make a reasonable effort to locate and protect special sites appropriate for the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of forest management activities.
GUIDANCE

Special sites are diverse and can be identified through consultation and consideration processes described below and during property reconnaissance prior to preparing the management plan.

Landowners or designated representatives should identify special sites on management plan maps and, where appropriate, on the ground.  Some landowners may choose not to identify some special sites on a map or on the ground in an effort to protect these sites from vandalism or overuse.

Landowners or designated representatives should make efforts to protect any known special sites especially during forest management activities. These efforts may include creating a vegetation buffer, fencing the area or otherwise distinguishing it from surrounding areas. Because special sites are often in the ground, measures may be taken to control erosion and limit soil disturbance. Landowners and designated representatives are advised to review their special sites map and protection plan with qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors assisting in forest management activities. After harvests, landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to follow up to ensure adequate protection.
Sites of historical, archeological and cultural importance are identified on the National Register of Historic Places, a listing administered by the National Park Service or by State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs), state agencies that oversee the preservation efforts in their state. Listing of sites on the National Register 

(https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm) reflect a determination of a site’s significance to the history of a community, state or the nation. AFF recognizes this determination of significance and requires protections of such sites under certification, as directed by law. 

Federal law does not require protections of sites listed on the National Historic Register so long as there are no federal monies attached to the property. However, there may be state or local preservation laws in place. Many SHPOs maintain web-based directories of their listings for reference by landowners and designated representatives. Landowners and designated representatives may wish to contact local historical societies and museums for additional information on sites of local significance and any preservation laws applying to them. It is important to note that history agencies vary widely in their staffing and capacities for consultation with landowners or designated representatives. 

Many properties may include historical, cultural or archeological sites that are not listed in National Historic Register or SHPO listings. Landowners may choose to designate sites not listed by relevant authorities as special sites. To do so, landowners and designated representatives should evaluate sites for congruence with all of the following criteria:

•
Significance: Sites may be significant if (A.) associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or (B.) associated with the lives of significant persons of the past; or (C.) they embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or (D.) they yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory. 

•
Age: At least 50 years old. 

•
Integrity:  The site must retain its historical physical integrity with its character-defining features still present. A building, structure or landscape feature must be relatively unchanged.  An archaeological site must be relatively undisturbed, with its patterns and layers of artifacts and other archaeological evidence relatively intact.  A traditional cultural site must be recognizable to today's affiliated cultural group, evidenced through tradition and still used or revered in some way.

Special sites of biological and geological significance may be identified through consultation undertaken related to the identification of FORIs and threatened or endangered species and communities (Standard 5). 

In addition to these criteria, landowners may designate sites of personal significance to them.

Qualified ATFS inspectors and third-party assessors may verify for conformance by interviewing the landowner or qualified natural resource professional for awareness, reviewing planning documents and associated operating records and/or by observing the property.

Additional information and guidance about special sites are available at the ATFS website at https://www.treefarmsystem.org/special-sites
 Standard 5: Fish, Wildlife, Biodiversity and Forest Health

Forest management activities contribute to the conservation of biodiversity.

Performance Measure 5.1

Forest management activities shall protect habitats and communities occupied by threatened or endangered species as required by law.
Indicator 5.1.1

Landowner shall periodically confer with natural resource agencies, state natural resource heritage programs, qualified natural resource professionals or other current sources of information to determine occurrences of threatened or endangered species on the property and their habitat requirements.

 

	8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and water)

	8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for society, such as their potential role in erosion control, flood prevention, water purification, climate regulation, carbon sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services shall be maintained or enhanced.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.
Forestry involves dealing with dynamic natural systems and some accommodations may be necessary for natural events such as fires, flooding or wind damage, as well as the landowners’ personal circumstances. To respond to such events, management plans must be active and adaptive in nature, as indicated in Indicator 1.1.1.
Standard 4: Air, Water and Soil Protection

Forest management practices maintain or enhance the ecosystems and ecosystem services provided by the forest, including air, water, soil and site quality.

Performance Measure 4.1 

Landowner shall meet or exceed practices prescribed by state forestry best management practices (BMPs) that are applicable to the property.
Indicator 4.1.1 

Landowner shall implement specific state forestry BMPs that are applicable to the property.
GUIDANCE

When planning management activities that will cause any soil disturbance or require chemical application, the BMP manual for the state in which the property is located should be consulted and applicable BMP methods employed. 

Examples of activities requiring BMP application:  

•
Harvest planning – including block design, haul roads, skidder trails, stream crossings and truck-loading areas

•
Reforestation design – mechanical or chemical site preparation, machine or hand planting

•
Construction and maintenance of new and existing roads and recreation trails 

•
Prescribed burning plans – fire lane construction, smoke management, agency notification

No field evidence of BMP implementation is expected where no management activity has occurred.  However, if the property shows evidence of water quality impairment originating on the property that is not caused by the landowner’s or designated representative’s actions, the landowner is strongly encouraged to have plans for remediation.

Examples:

•
Landowner purchases a tract with a forest road that is eroding soil into a water body.

•
ATV riders are trespassing on the property and are crossing a stream causing the banks to erode.

•
Garbage is being dumped on the property near a stream crossing and some of it is getting into the stream during high-water conditions.

•
Storm damage has impaired the performance of road culverts.

Indicator 4.1.2

Landowner shall minimize road construction and other soil disturbances within riparian zones and wetlands.
The AFF Standard requires and relies on State BMPs to ensure protection of soil, water quality, riparian areas and other environmental resources.  

	8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and recognised protective functions for society shall be mapped, and forest management plans and operations shall ensure the maintenance or enhancement of these functions.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance. 

GUIDANCE

Forests of recognized importance (FORI) represent globally, regionally and nationally significant large landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural or biological values. These forests are evaluated at the landscape level, rather than the stand level and are recognized for a combination of unique values, rather than a single attribute. FORIs may include but are not limited to landscapes with exceptionally high concentrations of one or more of the following:

•
protected, rare, sensitive or representative forest ecosystems such as riparian areas and wetland biotopes

•
areas containing endemic species and critical habitats of multiple threatened  or endangered plant and animal species, as identified under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) or other recognized listings

•
recognized large-scale cultural or archeological sites including sites of human habitation, cities, burial grounds and in situ artifacts

•
areas containing identified and protected water resources upon which large metropolitan populations are dependent

•
areas containing identified unique or geologic features including geysers, waterfalls, lava beds, caves or craters

In the United States, because of their significance, FORIs have, generally, been identified and protected by federal or state governments or are under conservation easement by an environmental nonprofit organization. There is, at this time, no state or federal agency that regulates FORIs on private forest lands in the United States. Several conservation organizations have identified areas that they believe are of exceptional status yet there remains no single central clearinghouse of information regarding such forested landscapes.

In an effort to support and facilitate identification of these resources, AFF developed the Forests of Recognized Importance Resource as a reference for landowners and qualified natural resource professionals. This resource is available at the ATFS website and MyLandPlan.org:

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/fori

https://mylandplan.org/content/what-forest-recognized-importance

In addition, the AFF National Standards Interpretation Committee (NSIC) also advises consulting state forest action plans, state wildlife action plans and state natural heritage databases as resources for identifying FORIs. 

Due to the small scale and low-intensity of family forest operations, informal assessment for the occurrence of FORIs through consultation with experts or review of available and accessible information is appropriate. 

Consideration of FORIs is relatively new to forestry practice and planning in the United States. As such, adoption of the model has been uneven and a range of terms has been deployed in the identification, protection and management for enhancement of FORIs.  Landowners or qualified natural resource professionals may use terms such as “high conservation value forests” or “forests of exceptional value” or other terms to describe this concept, which are considered acceptable in fulfilling this Standard. Qualified ATFS inspectors and third-party assessors are advised to recognize this diversity of terms and the intent in verifying conformance. 

Standard 7: Protect Special Sites

Special sites are managed in ways that recognize their unique historical, archeological, cultural, geological, biological or ecological characteristics.

Performance Measure 7.1 

Forest management activities shall consider and maintain any special sites relevant on the property.

Indicator 7.1.1 

Landowner shall make a reasonable effort to locate and protect special sites appropriate for the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of forest management activities.

GUIDANCE

Special sites are diverse and can be identified through consultation and consideration processes described below and during property reconnaissance prior to preparing the management plan.

Landowners or designated representatives should identify special sites on management plan maps and, where appropriate, on the ground.  Some landowners may choose not to identify some special sites on a map or on the ground in an effort to protect these sites from vandalism or overuse.

Landowners or designated representatives should make efforts to protect any known special sites especially during forest management activities. These efforts may include creating a vegetation buffer, fencing the area or otherwise distinguishing it from surrounding areas. Because special sites are often in the ground, measures may be taken to control erosion and limit soil disturbance. Landowners and designated representatives are advised to review their special sites map and protection plan with qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors assisting in forest management activities. After harvests, landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to follow up to ensure adequate protection. 

Sites of historical, archeological and cultural importance are identified on the National Register of Historic Places, a listing administered by the National Park Service or by State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs), state agencies that oversee the preservation efforts in their state. Listing of sites on the National Register 

(https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm) reflect a determination of a site’s significance to the history of a community, state or the nation. AFF recognizes this determination of significance and requires protections of such sites under certification, as directed by law. 

Federal law does not require protections of sites listed on the National Historic Register so long as there are no federal monies attached to the property. However, there may be state or local preservation laws in place. Many SHPOs maintain web-based directories of their listings for reference by landowners and designated representatives. Landowners and designated representatives may wish to contact local historical societies and museums for additional information on sites of local significance and any preservation laws applying to them. It is important to note that history agencies vary widely in their staffing and capacities for consultation with landowners or designated representatives. 

Many properties may include historical, cultural or archaeological sites that are not listed in National Historic Register or SHPO listings. Landowners may choose to designate sites not listed by relevant authorities as special sites. To do so, landowners and designated representatives should evaluate sites for congruence with all of the following criteria:

•
Significance: Sites may be significant if (A.) associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or (B.) associated with the lives of significant persons of the past; or (C.) they embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or (D.) they yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory. 

•
Age: At least 50 years old. 

•
Integrity:  The site must retain its historical physical integrity with its character-defining features still present. A building, structure or landscape feature must be relatively unchanged.  An archaeological site must be relatively undisturbed, with its patterns and layers of artifacts and other archaeological evidence relatively intact.  A traditional cultural site must be recognizable to today's affiliated cultural group, evidenced through tradition and still used or revered in some way.

Special sites of biological and geological significance may be identified through consultation undertaken related to the identification of FORIs and threatened or endangered species and communities (Standard 5). 

In addition to these criteria, landowners may designate sites of personal significance to them.

Qualified ATFS inspectors and third-party assessors may verify for conformance by interviewing the landowner or qualified natural resource professional for awareness, reviewing planning documents and associated operating records and/or by observing the property.

Additional information and guidance about special sites are available at the ATFS website at https://www.treefarmsystem.org/special-sites. 

Standard 8: Forest Product Harvests and Other Activities
Forest product harvests and other management activities are conducted in accordance with the landowner’s objectives and consider other forest values.

Performance Measure 8.1

Landowner should use qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors when contracting for services.

	8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as well as in areas where operations might lead to excessive erosion of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the machinery used shall be suitable for such areas. Special measures shall be taken to minimise the pressure of animal populations on these areas.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards rely on State level Best Management Practices for the protection of soils, water quality, wetlands and other stream courses.  (See above 8.5.1, 8.5.2)

	8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations in forest areas with water protection functions to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity of water resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful substances or inappropriate silvicultural practices influencing water quality in a harmful way shall be avoided. Downstream water balance and water quality shall not be significantly affected by the operations.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards tier to State level Best Management Practices for the protection of soils, water quality, wetlands and other stream courses.  (See above 8.5.1, 8.5.2)

	8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure shall be carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into watercourses and preserves the natural level and function of water courses and river beds. Proper road drainage facilities shall be installed and maintained.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards tier to State level Best Management Practices for the protection of soils, water quality, wetlands and other stream courses.  BMPs are designed to address local conditions and provide adequate protection to meet State Water Quality Regulations.  

Where water quality has been determined to be impaired by non-point silvicultural activities, States designate Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs).  

According to the federal requirements and proposals, this could involve permits, written silvicultural plans, plan reviews, Best Management Practices (BMP) auditing and monitoring of every forestry operation within the watershed of a listed stream for a period of 5 years or until the stream is evaluated again during the River Basin cycle and is either de-listed or kept on the list for another 5 years. Once the plan is developed, it shall be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and put out for public comment. The plan shall be approved by the federal court and, if approved, becomes law. 

 An example of the TMDL process for the State of Georgia is contained on the Georgia Forestry Commission website:  (http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/forest-management/water-quality/tmdls/)

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers mandates additional Federally enforced BMPs for road construction in wetland areas on private lands.  

The following 15 BMP's shall be implemented in order to qualify for the silvicultural exemption from a federal section 404 permit when building a temporary or permanent road or skid trail in a wetland (33 CFR part 323.4). The silvicultural exemption is only applicable when the primary purpose of the road is for normal silvicultural purposes. This listing is an attempt to explain the 15 BMP's in lay language. The exact language of the law may be obtained by contacting the Army Corps of Engineers.

1.
Limit the number, length and width of roads and skid trails to the minimum necessary to accomplish the landowner's objective. 

2.
Locate roads outside riparian management zones except at stream crossings. For more information, see the section on Riparian Management Zones and Ephemeral Streams. (Examples provided for the State of Indiana)

3.
Road fill shall be bridged, culverted, or otherwise designed to prevent restriction of expected flood flows. 

4.
Properly stabilize and maintain road fill during and after road construction to prevent erosion. 

5.
While building a road with fill material, minimize the use of road construction equipment in the wetland area that lies outside the boundaries of the road fill. 

6.
Minimize disturbance of vegetation while designing, constructing and maintaining roads. 

7.
Correctly design, construct and maintain wetland road crossings to avoid disrupting the migration or movement of fish and other aquatic life. 

8.
Use fill from upland sources whenever feasible. 

9.
Place fill in a way that does not take or jeopardize the continued existence of a threatened or endangered species (as defined under the Endangered Species Act) or adversely modify or destroy the critical habitat of such species. 

10.
Avoid placing fill in breeding and nesting areas for migratory waterfowl, in spawning areas and in wetlands if practical alternatives exist. 

11.
Fill shall not be placed near a public water supply intake, 

12.
Fill shall not be placed in areas of concentrated shellfish production. 

13.
Fill shall not be placed in water bodies or on land regarded as part of the National Wild and Scenic River System. 

14.
Use fill free from toxic pollutants in toxic amounts. 

15.
Completely remove all temporary fills and restore the area to its original elevation. 

	8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions

	8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall aim to respect all socio-economic functions of forests.
	Yes
	There are several forest management planning requirements in the 2021 AFF Standards already outlined in response to previous requirements. This requirement, like many before it, is well-suited to government functions in terms of maintaining the multiple functions of forests to society. For small private landowners, it is through BMPs developed by State agencies and the US regulatory framework that provides the assurance that air, water, soil, and other functions of the forest that are of importance to society are maintained. The 2021 AFF Standards require adherence to BMPs and associated water quality laws and standards.  
The AFF website contains additional information for landowners regarding the role of forestry in rural development, new economic opportunities and the socio-economic functions of the forest.  The AFF website promotes certification as a way to market forest products as sustainably managed.  Other initiatives involving Green Buildings, biomass feedstocks and other non-timber forest products.  https://www.treefarmsystem.org/tree-farm-policy-priorities


	8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to forests for the purpose of recreation shall be provided, taking into account respect for ownership rights, safety and the rights of others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as well as compatibility with other functions of the forest.
	Yes
	Given that the 2021 AFF Standards apply to private landowners, public access is at the discretion of the landowner.  Landowners consider the pros and cons of allowing public access including public safety, legal liability, insurance coverage, and other issues.  Lands are often leased to hunt clubs, for recreational use of off-road vehicles and other uses by outside parties.  If lands are off limits to hunting and other specific uses, the land is generally posted with a prominent sign indicating that no trespassing is allowed. 

Indicator 1.1.2 below stipulates that if a landowner desires to provide recreational opportunities, then they can be documented in the management plan.
Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

	8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific historical, cultural or spiritual significance and areas fundamental to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples and local communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or managed in a way that takes due regard of the significance of the site.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 5.4

Where present, forest management activities should maintain or enhance forests of recognized importance. 

GUIDANCE

Forests of recognized importance (FORI) represent globally, regionally and nationally significant large landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural or biological values. These forests are evaluated at the landscape level, rather than the stand level and are recognized for a combination of unique values, rather than a single attribute. FORIs may include but are not limited to landscapes with exceptionally high concentrations of one or more of the following:

•
protected, rare, sensitive or representative forest ecosystems such as riparian areas and wetland biotopes

•
areas containing endemic species and critical habitats of multiple threatened  or endangered plant and animal species, as identified under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) or other recognized listings

•
recognized large-scale cultural or archeological sites including sites of human habitation, cities, burial grounds and in situ artifacts

•
areas containing identified and protected water resources upon which large metropolitan populations are dependent

•
areas containing identified unique or geologic features including geysers, waterfalls, lava beds, caves or craters
Standard 7: Protect Special Sites

Special sites are managed in ways that recognize their unique historical, archeological, cultural, geological, biological or ecological characteristics.

Performance Measure 7.1 

Forest management activities shall consider and maintain any special sites relevant on the property.

Indicator 7.1.1 

Landowner shall make a reasonable effort to locate and protect special sites appropriate for the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of forest management activities.

	8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the long-term health and well-being of communities within or adjacent to the forest management area, where appropriate supported by engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples.
	Yes
	Performance Measure 1.1 

Landowner shall have and implement a written forest management plan consistent with the size of the forest and the scale and intensity of the forest activities.
Indicator 1.1.2 

Management plans shall describe current forest conditions, landowner’s current objectives, management activities aimed at achieving landowner’s objectives, document a feasible strategy for activity implementation and include a map accurately depicting significant forest-related resources.

The forest management plan shall demonstrate consideration of the following resource elements: forest health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, threatened or endangered species, special sites, invasive species and forests of recognized importance. Where present and relevant to the property, the plan shall describe management activities related to these resource elements. 

Where present, relevant to the property and consistent with landowner’s objectives, the plan preparer should consider, describe and evaluate the following resource elements: fire, wetlands, desired species, recreation, conversion, forest aesthetics, biomass and carbon.

	8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of forest-related experience and traditional knowledge, innovations and practices such as those of forest owners, NGOs, local communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge shall be encouraged.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.1

Management plan shall be active, adaptive and embody the landowner’s current objectives, remain appropriate for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowledge about natural resources and sustainable forest management.
Performance Measure 2.1 

Landowner shall comply with all relevant federal, state, county and municipal laws, regulations and ordinances governing forest management activities.
Performance Measure 8.1

Landowner should use qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors when contracting for services.

Indicator 8.1.1

Landowner should seek qualified natural resource professionals and qualified contractors.
Indicator 8.1.2

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices .
Indicator 8.1.3

Landowners should retain appropriate contracts or records for forest product harvests and other management activities to demonstrate conformance to the Standards.

	8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due regard to the role of forestry in local economies. Special consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training and employment of local people, including indigenous peoples.
	Yes
	Indicator 2.1.1

Landowner shall comply with all relevant laws, regulations and ordinances and will correct conditions that led to adverse regulatory actions, if any.

Indicator 2.1.2

Landowner should obtain advice from appropriate natural resource professionals, or qualified contractors who are trained in, and familiar with, relevant laws, regulations and ordinances.

Indicator 8.1.2*

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices.

	8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall contribute to research activities and data collection needed for sustainable forest management or support relevant research activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards interpretations and Guidance specify that landowners support forestry research that enhances the knowledge and practice of forest management on private lands.  
The 2021 AFF Standards interpretations and Guidance specify that landowners support forestry research that enhances the knowledge and practice of forest management on private lands.  

Owner(s) is engaged in active outreach efforts or can contribute to the effort. 

There are several ways that forest owners can participate in outreach efforts; among them are: hosting forest-related tours on their property; joining a national, regional or local forestry / forest-owner association; supporting legislation that promotes private forest health and viability; supporting research that enhances the knowledge and practice of forest management on private forests; writing for publications in support of sustainable forestry on private lands; donating resources to these, and similar, forestry and forest landowner initiatives. 

AFF is engaged in research partnerships and collaborative, particularly with the US Forest Service, to promote better understanding of family woodland ownerships, demographics  and behaviours in an effort to engage a wider spectrum of landowners and further promote forest management with resulting  impacts for protection of water, biodiversity and wildlife habitat protection and sustainable fibre supplies. 

The U.S. has one of the most robust science and technology structure and network in the world.  U.S. Forest Service Research Laboratories, University education and research institutions, research cooperatives with the private sector, as well as industry sponsored research programs.  A strong network of Extension Agents, consultants, trade associations and others provide information to forest landowners.  Those research organizations can be accessed via the internet including: http://www.fs.fed.us/research/ , http://www.stateforesters.org/,  http://www.sref.info/



	9. Performance evaluation

	9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation

	9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their management, including ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results fed back into the planning process.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.3

The Landowner should monitor for changes that could interfere with the management objectives as stated in management plan.
Performance Measure 8.2 

Landowner or designated representative shall monitor forest product harvests and other management activities to ensure they conform to their objectives.

Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.
Internal Monitoring

At the beginning of each calendar year, ATFS contracts with Virginia Tech University to

run a stratified random sample of all appropriate and eligible properties in the ATFS data base. This sample generates a nationally random list of properties to be visited during the calendar year. This sample gives a level of accuracy of 95 percent, +/- 5 percent. The national office then generates a 021 Form for each property selected and forwards those to their respective states. It is the state committee’s responsibility to distribute these forms to their qualified inspecting foresters and monitor their accomplishment.

It is the responsibility of the inspecting forester to conduct an on-the-ground inspection of the property. The inspecting forester undertakes a document review of the management plan and assesses its adequacy. 

The 2021 AFF Standard, the 2021 Independently Managed Group and the Regional Group Certification Standard Operating Procedures require annual internal monitoring and evaluation of management.

	9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest management operations.
	Yes
	Indicator 1.1.3

The Landowner should monitor for changes that could interfere with the management objectives as stated in management plan. 

GUIDANCE

Monitoring for individual landowners or designated representatives can be achieved by visiting the property on a regular basis, riding through it or walking the trails. This can be done annually or more or less frequently depending on the individual circumstances (region, soils, risk of invasive species, risk of pest outbreaks, etc.).

Landowners and designated representatives are encouraged to keep a written record of monitoring observations to reflect and document changing conditions-- including the presence of invasive species, pest or disease or storm damage-- along with management activities. In addition, these records may also be used to defend against adverse possession claims, substantiate any casualty losses and enable timely response to trespass, illegal dumping, timber theft and insect or disease outbreaks.  Records of monitoring may be informal, such as handwritten notes, and could include photos, digital technologies, online tools such as www.mylandplan.org and other emerging media. 

Landowners are encouraged to update management plans based on monitoring. 

A management plan is considered current if it remains consistent with the landowner’s objectives and the conditions on the ground, regardless of when the plan was written.

	9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager and included in forest management, the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled.
	Yes
	Indicator 8.2.1

Harvest, utilization, removal and other management activities shall be conducted in compliance with the landowner’s objectives and to maintain the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.

GUIDANCE

The landowners may monitor harvesting and other activities personally or they may employ someone else to do it for them.  Many landowners engage a qualified natural resource professional for this function.

If the landowner’s objectives do not specify directives as to harvest, utilization and removals, regional norms and accepted practices are expected.  

The intent of Performance measure 8.2 is to ensure the maintenance of “the potential of the property to produce forest products and other benefits sustainably.”  Good planning, utilizing qualified natural resource professionals, engaging competent qualified contractors and using an effective contract go a long way toward this end.

	9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions shall be regularly monitored and adapted as necessary.
	Yes
	The Code of Practice relating to forestry work was created in 1998. The beginning of the Code contains provisions that provide general, common sense, guidance relating to general safety protocols. The Code includes the following provisions: 

•
Ensure that all required equipment, tools and equipment are in safe and serviceable condition; 

•
Provide protective safety clothing and equipment 

•
Provide employees with safety training 

The US has a suite of laws governing health and safety issues in the workplace, the most prominent of which is the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act.  OSHA's mission is to assure the safety and health of America's workers by setting and enforcing standards; providing training, outreach, and education; establishing partnerships; and encouraging continual improvement in workplace safety and health.

(For more information see http://www.osha.gov)

Indicator 8.1.2*

Landowner should engage qualified contractors who carry appropriate insurance and comply with appropriate federal, state and local safety and fair labor rules, regulations and standard practices.

Guidance: Forest owners are encouraged to stipulate that contractors are required to be in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations. A natural resource professional can help with this process.

Forest Owners are encouraged to discuss liability issues with their insurance agent and their attorney to gain a perspective on appropriate insurance minimums that they might require of contractors.

	9.2 Internal audit

	9.2.1 Objectives

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide information on

whether the management system

	a) conforms to

• the organisation’s requirements for its management system;

• the requirements of the national sustainable forest management standard
	Yes
	Internal Monitoring

Internal monitoring of certified properties is coordinated by the ATFS National Office and state committees. This assures the national office, state committees and the public a strong pattern of conformance to The Standard.  (see Regional Group SOP) 

American Forest Foundation (AFF) 

2021 Standards of Sustainability 

Standards Prologue

The American Forest Foundation’s (AFF) 2021 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (Standards) promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests. These Standards are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the land as they adaptively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and social benefits; and work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry.  The Standards are based on international sustainability metrics and North American guidelines for sustainable forest management and serve as the basis for the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) certification program. The ATFS certification program is internationally endorsed by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC™). 

Landowners and qualified natural resource professionals who follow the Standards are encouraged to promote the American Tree Farm System® program by displaying appropriate signs and participating in relevant program activities. Landowners following these Standards are recognized as ambassadors for exemplary woodland stewardship.

How to Use the Standards

The Standards are designed to accommodate the range and diversity of family and small to mid-sized woodlands. As such, the 2021 AFF Standards should be utilized adaptively and as appropriate for the size, scale and intensity of the woodlands and operations.

Structure and Demonstrating Conformance

Each of the eight Standards of Sustainability addresses aspects of sustainable forest management. Moving from general to specific, each Standard incorporates performance measures and indicators to illustrate conformance. All components of each Standard apply to every property certified under the 2021 AFF Standards. Because the indicator is the most specific, it is the most explicit element for demonstrating or evaluating conformance. 

A standard is an overarching principle of sustainability. 

A performance measure refines the Standard’s intent and describes considerations and pathways for conformance. 

An indicator identifies specific actions or activities that demonstrate conformance.

	b) is effectively implemented and maintained.
	Yes
	See 9.2.1.a.

	9.2.2 Organisation

The standard requires that the organisation shall:

	a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an audit programme(s) including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into consideration the importance of the processes concerned and the results of previous audits;
	Yes
	Independent audits of the Regional Group Certification Program are conducted annually by ANAB accredited Certification Bodies.  Summaries of the independent audits (See Public Summary) and the actual AFF Certificates (See Regional Certificates) document the independent audit process. Corrective and preventative action plans are developed in response to any nonconformity issued during the audit. Implementation of these plans is reported to certification Bodies and effectiveness is assessed by certification bodies.
Annex 1. Sampling Procedure for ATFS Regional Groups

1.
CBs shall have a process for sampling landowners/acreage that are/is part of an ATFS Regional Group.

2.
This process shall include at a minimum the following sampling plan:

2.1.
A minimum of three states per region shall be selected and audited unless all other states in the region have been visited within the current certification cycle.
regional group for the given year. 

2.2.
By selected state, calculate the square root of the total ATFS-certified properties per state.
3.
The process shall also include guidance on determining the number of certified properties to be audited; the sampling plan above is focused on acreage.

4.
When selecting the three states per year and the properties to audit, the CB is expected to consider various risk factors.
4.1.
Risk factors may include time since last internal monitoring inspection, recent harvest activities if known, cultural sites if known, threatened or endangered species if known, etc.

4.2.
Information on risk factors may vary according to the state sampled. CB shall take into account level of information available in each state when assessing various risk factors.

4.3.
When selecting field sample properties, the CB shall sample a mixture of properties currently engaged in harvest activities or where a harvest has been completed within the past three years (if known) as well as properties that have not been harvested within the past three years (if known).

5.
For annual surveillance audits, take 0.6 (as a coefficient) of the square root of the total ATFS certified properties per state. Then follow the process as outlined above.

6.
For re-certification audits, take 0.8 of the square root of the total ATFS certified properties per state. Then follow the process as outlined above.

7.
All states within a regional certification shall be included in a certification or surveillance audit at least once within a five-year cycle independent from the certification cycle as prescribed by ISO/IEC 17021 or ISO/IEC 17021-1. The sampling intensity of audits will follow the ISO guidelines (currently a three-year cycle) .

8.
A CB shall conduct an audit at the state office to review the AFF Form 021 documentation maintained by the state program for the Regional Group. (The Form 021 documentation outlines the sampling approach, as currently developed by Virginia Tech, for the ATFS National Required Sample.)

8.1.
CBs shall focus on the Form 021 documentation maintained for the ATFS National Required Sample.

	b) define the audit criteria and scope for each audit;
	Yes
	3.
Criteria for Certification Process

3.1.
Public Consultation: The audit evidence to determine the conformity with the forest management standard shall include relevant information from external parties (for example, governmental agencies, community groups, and conservation organizations) as appropriate.

 3.2.
Public Access of Certification Reports: A summary of the certification report, including a summary of findings on the auditee’s conformity with the forest management standard, shall be made available to the public by the auditee or in accordance with any applicable requirements defined by the respective forest certification scheme.

3.3.
Certification Body Information Sharing and Transfer to ATFS and PEFC: The CB shall inform AFF (the ATFS governing body) and SFI Inc. (the PEFC National Governing Body for the United States) about all issued certificates and the validity and scope of these certificates. The CB shall inform the client organization about information provided to AFF and SFI Inc.

3.4.
Assessment of ATFS and PEFC Logo Usage Compliance: The CB will ensure appropriate control of the PEFC and/or ATFS logo if the certified entity is a PEFC and/or ATFS logo user.

3.5.
If a CB’s audit team identifies a nonconformance during an on-site audit, the CB is required to notify the State Tree Farm Committee upon completion of the audit.

	c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure objectivity and the impartiality of the audit process;
	Yes
	2.
Prerequisites

2.1.
The CB shall acquire and maintain ANAB accreditation for SFI as a condition of applying for ANAB accreditation for ATFS.

	d) ensure that the results of the audits are reported to relevant management;
	Yes
	3.3.
Certification Body Information Sharing and Transfer to ATFS and PEFC: The CB shall inform AFF (the ATFS governing body) and SFI Inc. (the PEFC National Governing Body for the United States) about all issued certificates and the validity and scope of these certificates. The CB shall inform the client organization about information provided to AFF and SFI Inc.

	e) retain documented information as evidence of the implementation of the audit programme and the audit results.
	Yes
	3.2.
Public Access of Certification Reports: A summary of the certification report, including a summary of findings on the auditee’s conformity with the forest management standard, shall be made available to the public by the auditee or in accordance with any applicable requirements defined by the respective forest certification scheme.

	9.3 Management review

	9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include

	a) the status of actions from previous management reviews;
	Yes
	Independent audits of the Regional Group Certification Program are conducted annually by ANAB accredited Certification Bodies.  Summaries of the independent audits (see Public Summary) and the actual AFF Certificates (see Regional Certificates) document the independent audit process. Corrective and preventative action plans are developed in response to any nonconformity issued during the audit. Implementation of these plans is reported to certification Bodies and effectiveness is assessed by certification bodies in subsequent audits.

	b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the management system;
	Yes
	See 9.3.1.a above.

	c) information on the organisation’s performance, including trends in:

• nonconformities and corrective actions;

• monitoring and measurement results;

• audit results;
	Yes
	The ATFS Program maintains a wide range of records addressing participants' conformity, contact details, the amount of certified forest area and implementation of monitoring and corrective action. Contact details for each certified landowner and property (acreage) is maintained and updated in the central ATFS database. Each new, recertification and internal monitoring Required Sample inspection is documented in the ATFS database. Copies of the 021 inspection forms used in initial certifying inspections, as well as internal monitoring are retained at the State and National Level.

	d) opportunities for continual improvement
	Yes
	The AFF Standards address commitment to sustainable forestry, compliance with laws, appropriate regeneration of the forest, protection of air/water/soils, contribute to the conservation of biodiversity, consideration of forest aesthetics, protection of special sites, use of qualified professionals and monitoring of management activities to ensure conformance to management plan objectives and continuous improvement.  (See the eight Standards of the 2021 AFF Standard.

	9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include decisions related to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the management system.
	Yes
	The AFF Standards address commitment to sustainable forestry, compliance with laws, appropriate regeneration of the forest, protection of air/water/soils, contribute to the conservation of biodiversity, consideration of forest aesthetics, protection of special sites, use of qualified professionals and monitoring of management activities to ensure conformance to management plan objectives and continuous improvement.  (See the eight Standards of the 2021 AFF Standard.

	9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of management reviews shall be retained.
	Yes
	The ATFS national office and its affiliated state committees are responsible for Standard conformance of all participating forest owners associated with state-based programs. State-based programs are divided into three regional groups known as 1.) Northeast Region; 2.) Southern Region; 3.) North Central/Western Region. (See Regional Group Public Summary Report for regional group composition.) All three regional groups are managed by the ATFS national office.

	10. Improvement

	10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action

	10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall:

	a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable:

i. take action to control and correct it;

ii. deal with the consequences;
	Yes
	Independent audits of the Regional Group Certification Program are conducted annually by ANAB accredited Certification Bodies.  Summaries of the independent audits (see 2020 Public Summary) and the actual AFF Certificates (See ATFS Regional Certificates) document the independent audit process. Corrective and preventative action plans are developed in response to any nonconformity issued during the audit. Implementation of these plans is reported to certification Bodies and effectiveness is assessed by certification bodies. 

	b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the nonconformity, in order that it does not

recur or occur elsewhere, by:

i. reviewing the nonconformity;

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity;

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or could potentially occur;
	Yes
	(See above 10.1.1 a)

	c) implement any action needed;
	Yes
	(See above 10.1.1 a)

	d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken;
	Yes
	(See above 10.1.1 a)

	e) make changes to the management system, if necessary.
	Yes
	(See above 10.1.1 a)

	10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be appropriate to the effects of the nonconformities encountered.
	Yes
	(See above 10.1.1 a)

	10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of:

	a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions taken;
	Yes
	The ATFS Program maintains a wide range of records addressing participants' conformity, contact details, the amount of certified forest area and implementation of monitoring and corrective action. See 2020 AFF Public Summary Report- Summary of Findings
Independent audits of the Regional Group Certification Program are conducted annually by ANAB accredited Certification Bodies.  Summaries of the independent audits (see 2020 Public Summary) and the actual AFF Certificates (See ATFS Regional Certificates) document the independent audit process. Corrective and preventative action plans are developed in response to any nonconformity issued during the audit. Implementation of these plans is reported to certification Bodies and effectiveness is assessed by certification bodies

	b) the results of any corrective action.
	Yes
	The ATFS Program maintains a wide range of records addressing participants' conformity, contact details, the amount of certified forest area and implementation of monitoring and corrective action. 

(See 2020 AFF Public Summary Report- Summary of Findings)

	10.2 Continual improvement

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system and the sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously improved.
	Yes
	The 2021 AFF Standards address commitment to sustainable forestry, compliance with laws, appropriate regeneration of the forest, protection of air/water/soils, contribute to the conservation of biodiversity, consideration of forest aesthetics, protection of special sites, use of qualified professionals and monitoring of management activities to ensure conformance to management plan objectives and continuous improvement.  (See the eight Standards of the 2021 AFF Standard)


* 
If the answer to any question is no, the application documentation shall indicate for each element why and what alternative measures have been taken to address the element in question.
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