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2020 Public Summary Report

American Tree Farm System (ATFS) Northeast, Southern and West Central Regions

American Forest Foundation 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (AFF Standard)

Report Date – December 18, 2020

Project Scope and Objectives

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC) completed an ATFS Surveillance Assessment of the registered American Tree Farm System nonindustrial and privately-owned lands within the Northeast, Southern and West Central Regions (the “ATFS Regions”) to the American Forest Foundation 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification. 

NORTHEAST REGION
The ATFS Northeast Region consists of eight state Tree Farm committees and participating non-industrial forest landowners. The Northeast Region includes the states of Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Vermont. The states of Massachusetts and Ohio were assessed in 2020 with thirty-nine Tree Farms reviewed.    

SOUTHERN REGION
The ATFS Southern Region consists of eleven state Tree Farm committees and participating non-industrial forest landowners. The South Region includes the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia.  The states of Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee were assessed. with ninety-eight Tree Farms reviewed.        

WEST CENTRAL REGION
The West Central Region consists of eleven state Tree Farm committees and participating non-industrial forest landowners. The West Central Region includes the states of California, Colorado, Idaho, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, Wisconsin and Wyoming.  The states of Oregon, South Dakota and Wyoming were assessed with fifty-two Tree Farms reviewed.    

The Re-certification Assessment of the Southern and West Central Regions and Surveillance Assessment of the Northeast Region also included a review of the ATFS Internal Monitoring Program and stakeholder consultation.  Twenty-eight stakeholder interviews were conducted – three in each state except for two in Louisiana.  The Lead Assessor for this assessment were Karen Boyd EMS (LA), assisted by a competent assessment team of 4 other Assessors.  

The primary objective of the assessment was to examine the ATFS management system at the national and regional levels and to evaluate the implementation of the AFF Standard in the field.   

Indicators
All the indicators in the AFF Standard were within the scope of the assessment. There were no substitute indicators.

Assessment Process
The US and assessment states’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic as well as guidance from Accreditation Bodies and the Programme for Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) and the American Forest Foundation (AFF) necessitated a remote assessment.  The assessment team conducted remote interviews and reviewed appropriate documentation to assess policies and procedures and test implementation of the ATFS program requirements.  No on-site field visits were made.  
  
Summary of Conformance and Good Management Practices
The states chosen for the surveillance assessment conform to the AFF Internal Monitoring Procedures and requirements except for issues found in the internal monitoring program of two states.  
Interviews with landowners and/or their representatives and field observations confirmed overall consistent implementation of good forest management. 

Several examples of good and innovative management activities were observed, including: 

· Examples of commitment to sustainable forestry by Tree Farmers in the Southern Region included:  
· One landowner utilized grazing along with bush hogging as an integrated pest management measure and alternative to prescribed fire.
· One landowner established continuous forest inventory plots across his property and uses the information for growth and yield and harvest planning.
· One landowner transfers knowledge of resource management to younger generations through "Cousin Camp" which is an annual family get together with the family matriarch and the younger cousins, and is a hands-on event where cousins do various things like boundary marking and maintenance projects.  
· One landowner donates the proceeds from timber harvests to a collegiate research and education center.  
· Several landowners used their property for outreach activities including landowner field days, and education programs for students, loggers, foresters and hunters.    
· Tree Farm Committees for the states assessed partner with numerous organizations to promote the Tree Farm program instead of just on their own with limited resources.  
· Examples of commitment to sustainable forestry by Tree Farmers in the Northeast Region included: 
· One landowner planted Atlantic white cedar and pitch pine to help restore these species in areas they may have traditionally existed.  
· One landowner invested substantial funds into upgrading the road network in the property. The landowner further named each road by the interstate numbering system for ease of communication and movement.  
· Several landowners hosted Game of Logging courses on their property.
· One landowner purchases a subscription of the Ohio Woodland Journal for the high school library.
· One landowner attended a four-day course on forestry, land settlement, forest/ecosystem dynamics and climate change with the Harvard Forest.  
· The Ohio Tree Farm Committee is a sponsor and active participant in Camp Canopy, a weeklong summer camp for high school students.  
· Examples of commitment to sustainable forestry by Tree Farmers in the West Central Region included: 
· Wyoming’s Forest Stewardship Plan template is to be commended for the quality of the plan, discussion of plan elements, maps, photographs and auxiliary information.  
· One landowner constructed a gate, for walking traffic only, to an entrance on adjoining forest service land so hikers can access a canyon for viewing of endangered plants.  
· One landowner manages timbered stands for elk and mule deer habitat and completed a large aspen enhancement project on the property which included harvesting dense timber adjacent to critical aspen stands and positioned logging slash to protect aspen regeneration from grazing.  
· Several landowners’ practices to reduce wildfire risk include those that reduce this risk to neighbors and nearby neighborhoods and communities.  
· The owners of one Tree Farm donate ten percent of their revenues to a cause of their choice.  
· The South Dakota Tree Farm Committee conducted a membership survey designed to identify issues and programs important to the state’s Tree Farmers.  




Summary of Findings

Two new minor nonconformities were identified, one covering all three Region certificates and one unique to the Southern Region were found related to the following:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk59140794]1.1/1.1.1/1.1.2 – management plans and management plan elements
· AFF’s internal monitoring program

These findings have been addressed by AFF, with action plans developed and accepted by PwC.
 
Two opportunities for improvement (OFI) were identified.  One remains open and highlighted areas where ATFS could consider the following:

· Management plan updates
· Documentation of recognized sources of information for determination of presence or absence of threatened and endangered species, Forests of Recognized Importance and Special sites.  


Conclusion

The American Tree Farm System nonindustrial and privately owned lands within the Northeast, Southern and West Central Regions have continued to maintain conformance with the requirements of the American Forest Foundation Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (2015 – 2020 AFF Standard).   A copy of the Regional certificates can be obtained at http://www.treefarmsystem.org or by contacting Leigh Peters, Certification Manager, American Tree Farm System at (334) 796-7663 or lpeters@forestfoundation.org.
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