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This checklist covers the requirements for standard setting procedures and process as defined in the revised 2017 issue of PEFC ST 1001, Standard Setting – Requirements.
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	PEFC benchmark requirement
	Assess. basis*
	YES /NO
	Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text)

	Periodic review of standards

	8.1 A.The standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be reviewed at intervals that do not exceed a five-year period. B. The review shall be based on consideration of feedback received during the standard’s implementation and a gap analysis. C. If necessary, a stakeholder consultation shall be organised to obtain further feedback and input.
	Procedures
	










Yes

	A. 5 YEARS:
See document online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) See text in that document: 2. Convening The Standard Setting/Review Forum 2.1) The AFF Board of Directors (BOARD OF TRUSTEES), will, at its discretion, but not exceeding a five-year period from the approval of the last standard revision, initiate a standard review process.  The Board of Trustees will convene an Independent Standard Review Panel (ISRP). This panel will be constituted until it has presented its findings to the AFF Trustees, and upon Trustees receiving the final report, will be adjourned.
B.  Feedback during implementation
See document online that describes the procedure for anyone to provide feedback anytime: Dispute and Appeals Procedure (treefarmsystem.org)  

See text in that document: 2. SCOPE This guideline details procedures for complaints and appeals to AFF which concern decisions and/or activities of the American Tree Farm System (ATFS), Independent Standard Review Panel (ISRP) and the National Standard Interpretation Committee (NSIC) and other programs which cannot be dealt with by accreditation or certification bodies. Complaints and appeals relating to the decisions and activities of a certified entity; an accredited certification body or an accreditation body shall be dealt with by the complaints and appeals procedures of the relevant accredited certification body; accreditation body; or by the International Accreditation Forum (www.iaf.nu).
Also see AFF file:  “Tree Farm Inspection Workshop Eval Form.docx”  See text in that file: Tree Farm Inspector Certification Training  
Workshop Evaluation Form.  Completed files are stored with state committee records and are available upon request.

 B.  Feedback from gap analysis
See AFF file” ISRP Timeline and Expectation Overview.docx”  See text in that file: ISRP Objectives - Collaboratively review identified gaps, as well as comments and views submitted during public comment periods and via ATFS Standards Revision Listening Sessions.
C.  Stakeholder Consultation
See document online: American Forest Foundation's Standards of Sustainability Review Process (treefarmsystem.org)  See text in that document: “HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE?”  The engagement of the ATFS community of landowners, partners, and stakeholders is critical to the success of the ATFS program and certification system….. Interested parties are encouraged to submit their comments and suggestions to the proposed 2020-2025 ATFS Standards of Sustainability for Certification, the related Guidance and the ATFS Independently Managed Group (IMG) requirements. Comments may be submitted for each element of each document. Feedback may be given for each individual Standard, Performance Measure, Indicator, as well as the related Guidance.
See portal online through which anyone can provide feedback:  AFF Standards Review Process to Begin in 2019 (treefarmsystem.org)


	
	
Process
	


Yes



	A.  5 YEARS:
The 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability were enacted January 1, 2015.  The 2020-2025 Standards of Sustainability were approved by the AFF Board of Trustees November 2020 to be enacted January 1, 2021.
See document online: View 2021 Standards of Sustainability (treefarmsystem.org)  See text in that document:  The new 2021 ATFS Standards of Sustainability were approved by AFF's Board of Trustees on November 11th, 2020 and enacted January 1,2021. These new Standards, which serve as the basis of the American Tree Farm System® certification program, will replace the 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability.
B.  Feedback during implementation is obtained: 1) from Tree Farm Inspectors via the “Tree Farm Inspection Workshop Eval Form.docx”, 2) from all others via the disputes and appeals process.  These comments are filed on the AFF server: N:\Center for Family Forests\Certification\Dispute Resolution and available upon request.
 B.  Feedback from gap analysis
See AFF file “AFF PEFC Gap 090619.docx”  See text: PEFC ST 1003:2018 Sustainable Forest Management Requirements & 1)Fully Addresses 2) Partially Addresses 3) Does not currently address.
C.  Stakeholder Consultation
See online: ATFS Launches Comment Period on Standards of Sustainability (forestfoundation.org)  See text: During this first of 2 public comment periods in 2020, interested members of the public are invited to participate in the public comment period January 2, 2020 through March 2, 2020, by submitting comments and suggestions here:  http://www.tfaforms.com/330231.   Please note this site was disabled at the end of the comment period.  To see a screenshot of this as it existed during public comments periods, see AFF file “Screen Shot of Web Portal for Public Comment.pdf”
See Independent Standard Review Panel written minutes to reach consensus on all sources of feedback during the first round of feedback from conference calls held on the following dates: January 6, 2020, March 30, 2020, March 31, 2020, April 6, 2020, April 10, 2020, April 21, 2020, and April 29, 2020. (Available upon request)
See online:  American Tree Farm System Opens Second 60-day Public Comment Period on Standards of Sustainability (forestfoundation.org)  See text: During this review period, running from June 2 through August 2, the public is encouraged to provide feedback on the proposed 2020-2025 Standards of Sustainability, which reflect comments submitted during a first public comment period, conducted earlier this year. In addition, the public is also invited to submit feedback on the Requirements for Independently Managed Groups (IMGs). Please note the previously referenced link is no longer active. See AFF file “Screen Shot of Web Portal for Public Comment.pdf”
See Independent Standard Review Panel written notes to reach consensus on all sources of feedback during the second round of feedback from conference calls held on the following dates: August 8, 2020, August 27, 2020, and September 20, 2020.  (Available upon request) 

	8.2.1 The standardising body shall establish and maintain a permanent mechanism for collecting and recording feedback on a standard. This mechanism shall be accessible on the website of the standardising body and/or PEFC National Governing Body with clear directions for providing feedback. 

NOTE Feedback can be sent in various formats: comments, requests for clarification and/or interpretation, complaints, etc.
	Procedures
	

Yes
	Permanent Mechanism for Feedback  
See online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org)  See text in that document: 3.4.1 f (c) Dispute resolution process. The dispute resolution process is governed by AFF Dispute and Appeals Procedures. 9. Dispute Resolution and Appeals Processes 9.1) All complaints, disputes or appeals relating to AFF Standard Setting can be submitted and shall be resolved according to AFF Disputes and Appeals Procedures.  This can be viewed online at: Dispute and Appeals Procedure (treefarmsystem.org)  

	
	Process
	
Yes

	Dispute Resolution records are stored on AFF’s file server: N:\Center for Family Forests\Certification\ISRP Independent Standards Review Panel\2020-2025 ISRP\Public Feedback.  
All records are available upon request.

	8.2.2 All feedback received through all channels, including meetings, training courses, etc. shall be recorded and considered.
	Procedures
	

Yes
	See online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org)  See text in that document: 5) Public Review and Comment on Proposed Standard 5.1) Upon consensus of the ISRP, the Standard shall be made available for public review and comment. 5.2) The public shall have no less than 60 days from the release of the proposed Standard to review and respond with comments. 5.3) All Commenters will receive an acknowledgement of receipt of comments from the ISRP.

	
	Process
	
Yes
	Public comments are documented in the following AFF files: Public Comment Period #1 – Raw Data.xlsx, Public Comment Period #1 – Summary.docx, Public Comment Period #2 – consideration and actions of ISRP.xlsx, and Public Comment Period #2 – Raw Data.xlsx
All records are available upon request.  

	8.3.1 At the start of a review, the standardising body shall evaluate the standard against appropriate PEFC International standards, national laws and regulations, and other relevant standards to identify potential gaps in the standard.
	


Procedures
	


Yes
	Gap Analysis
See AFF file” ISRP Timeline and Expectation Overview.doc”  See text in that file: ISRP Objectives
· Collaboratively review identified gaps, as well as comments and views submitted during public comment periods and via ATFS Standards Revision Listening Sessions.

See blank AFF file “AFF PEFC Gap 090619 blank.docx.  This form is used to perform a crosswalk comparison of the relevant PEFC standards to the current ATFS Standards to identify gaps.  

	
	Process
	
Yes
	Gap Analysis
See AFF file “AFF PEFC Gap 090619.docx.  This file is a compilation of the gap analysis findings that was completed on September 6, 2019, at the beginning of the review process.

	8.3.2 The standardising body shall consider the latest scientific knowledge, research and relevant emerging issues.
	Procedures
	
Yes
	 See online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) See text in that document: 3.2) Interest categories shall include, but not necessarily be limited to: scientific and technical community, environmental non- government organizations (ENGOs), forest industry, forest owners, indigenous peoples, workers/trade unions, and public forestry agencies serving family forest owners.

	
	Process
	
Yes
	See ISRP minutes dated March 30, 2020, April 21, 2020 and April 29, 2020.  See AFF file:  60 Day Public Comment Summary.docx dated March 30, 2020.  See AFF file:  ISRP Slide Stack March 30.pdfdf considering GMOs relative to Chestnut.

	8.4.1 Where the feedback and the gap analysis do not identify a need to revise the standard, the standardising body shall organise stakeholder consultation to determine whether stakeholders see a need for revising the standard. The standardising body shall include the gap analysis in the stakeholder consultation.
	





Procedures
	





Yes
	Stakeholder Consultation
See online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) See text in that document:   3. Balanced Representation and Decision Making 3.1) The ISRP will have a balance of appropriate interests and be constituted in such a manner that no single category of the interest representation can dominate decision making procedures of the group. 3.2) Interest categories shall include, but not necessarily be limited to: scientific and technical community, environmental non- government organizations (ENGOs), forest industry, forest owners, indigenous peoples, workers/trade unions, and public forestry agencies serving family forest owners. A stakeholder analysis will identify key groups, including disadvantaged stakeholder groups, and will be considered for the ISRP process. 3.3) The ISRP agree to operate under the following parameters.  3.3 - 2.3.1) Panel members are representing their respective organizations.  3.3 - 2.3.2) Panelists are to review the current standard and determine if it adequately reflects the seven criteria set forth in the Montreal Process.  3.3 -2.3.3) Panelists are encouraged to share the document with their colleagues 2.3.4) Any modifications to the standard must be reached by panel consensus.

	
	Process
	

Yes
	Stakeholder Consultation
See Independent Standard Review Panel written minutes to reach consensus on all sources of feedback via conference calls held on the following dates: January 6, 2020, March 30, 2020, March 31, 2020, April 6, 2020, April 10, 2020, April 21, 2020, April 29, 2020, August 20, 2020, August 27, 2020, and September 2, 2020.(Available upon request)

	8.4.2 At the start of a review, the standardising body shall update the stakeholder identification mapping (refer to clause 6.2).
	Procedures
	









Yes
	Stakeholder Mapping
See AFF file AFF ATFS Standards Revision Stakeholder Mapping and Analysis 080919.docx.  See text in that file:  To identify and map stakeholders, AFF drew on stakeholder mapping undertaken in advance of the 2015-2020 ATFS Standards review (reference: AFF Certification Committee Meeting Summary, 08/20/2013), PEFC 1001:2017 (Standard setting requirements), Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), Setting Social and Environmental Standards: ISEAL Code of Good Practice Version 6.0 and XX, XX which reflect AFF’s ongoing assessment and engagement of relevant stakeholders. 
In addition, this document describes how AFF seeks to bring a range of perspectives, experiences, and backgrounds to the ISRP, including representatives of Native American communities, people of color, and women. Finally, AFF also seeks to balance geographic representation, with members drawn for different regions of the country where ATFS is implemented.

See online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) See text 
1.2) AFF will make an effort to ensure that all relevant stakeholder groups are represented and will consider appropriate gender balance.
3.1) The ISRP will have a balance of appropriate interests and be constituted in such a manner that no single category of the interest representation can dominate decision making procedures of the group.
3.2) Interest categories shall include, but not necessarily be limited to: scientific and technical community, environmental non-government organizations (ENGOs), forest industry, forest owners, indigenous peoples, workers/trade unions, and public forestry agencies serving family forest owners. A stakeholder analysis will identify key groups, including disadvantaged stakeholder groups, and will be considered for the ISRP process.  

	
	
Process
	

Yes
	Stakeholder Mapping See online: ISRP Committee Members (treefarmsystem.org)  See complete list of members comprising the Independent Standards Review Panel including the Stakeholder Group, Organization/Representation and Geographic Region with which they are affiliated.
See AFF file Stakeholder Mapping 2021 ISRP.xlsx for a list of individuals and stakeholder interest categories represented by each stakeholder.

	8.4.3 The standardising body shall organise:

	
(a) a public consultation period of at least 30 days (following the requirements of clause 6.5.1) and/or, 



	Procedures
	







Yes
	See text below in document online:  Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) 
See Text: 1.4) AFF will make all relevant documents publicly available for interested parties to follow the developments during and after the process. 5) Public Review and Comment on Proposed Standard See text: 5.1) Upon consensus of the ISRP, the Standard shall be made available for public review and comment. 5.2) The public shall have no less than 60 days from the release of the proposed Standard to review and respond with comments.  
See Text: 3. Balanced Representation and Decision Making 3.1) The ISRP (Independent Standards Review Panel) will have a balance of appropriate interests and be constituted in such a manner that no single category of the interest representation can dominate decision making procedures of the group.3.2) Interest categories shall include, but not necessarily be limited to: scientific and technical community, environmental non-government organizations (ENGOs), forest industry, forest owners, indigenous peoples, workers/trade unions, and public forestry agencies serving family forest owners. A stakeholder analysis will identify key groups, including disadvantaged stakeholder groups, and will be considered for the ISRP process.
See Text:  4.5) Any presented comments or views of the ISRP members as well as their representative organization or other interested parties shall be reviewed and considered in an open and transparent manner. The comments, responses and respective modifications to the Standard shall be recorded and made available to all members of the ISRP and the Commenter’s respective organization(s).


	
	Process
	







Yes
	See online news release: ATFS Launches Comment Period on Standards of Sustainability (forestfoundation.org)  See Text: WASHINGTON, D.C. (December 5, 2019) – The American Tree Farm System® (ATFS), a program of the American Forest Foundation (AFF), today launched 60-day public comment period on AFF’s current Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification (Standards) and announces the 13 members of a new Independent Standards Review Panel (ISRP). During this first of 2 public comment periods in 2020, interested members of the public are invited to participate in the public comment period January 2, 2020 through March 2, 2020, by submitting comments and suggestions here: http://www.tfaforms.com/330231  Please note that at the end comment period this link was disabled. See AFF file “Screen Shot of Web Portal for Public Comment.pdf” for a facsimile of that web portal. 


See online news release: American Tree Farm System Opens Second 60-day Public Comment Period on Standards of Sustainability (forestfoundation.org)  See text: WASHINGTON, D.C. (June 2, 2020) – The American Tree Farm System (ATFS), a program of the American Forest Foundation (AFF), today launched a second 60-day public comment period related to its Standards of Sustainability for Forest Certification.
The ATFS Standards of Sustainability are the benchmark guidelines that all ATFS forest certifications and certificate holders must meet to become certified in the program. All certifications are then subject to a third-party auditing process.
The Standards of Sustainability are reviewed and updated as needed every five years.
During this review period, running from June 2 through August 2, the public is encouraged to provide feedback on the proposed 2020-2025 Standards of Sustainability, which reflect comments submitted during a first public comment period, conducted earlier this year. In addition, the public is also invited to submit feedback on the Requirements for Independently Managed Groups (IMGs). 

	
(b) stakeholder meetings. 

	Procedures
	

Yes
	See text below in document online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) 
See text: 4. Meetings, Comments and Consultation 4.1) All meetings will be convened under the auspices of AFF, its agents or others as assigned by AFF. 4.2) There will be a minimum of two face-to-face meetings (beginning and ending). Conference calls and other electronic media will be used when deemed appropriate.  (Note: These comments pertain to the Independent Standards Review Panel)

	
	Process
	
Yes
	Due to COVID, the ISRP elected not to meet face-to-face.  Instead, it conducted business with conference calls on the following dates:  January 6, 2020, March 30, 2020, March 31, 2020, April 6, 2020, April 10, 2020, April 21, 2020, April 29, 2020, August 20, 2020, August 27, 2020, and September 2, 2020.  AFF has minutes for each of these meetings.

	8.4.4 The standardising body shall announce the review in a timely manner (refer to 6.3).
	

Procedures
	

Yes
	See text below in document online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) 
See text: 2.4) The Board of Trustees will publicly announce through various mediums the convening of the ISRP and the start of the Standard revision process. 2.5) Following its constitution, ISRP members will be publicly announced.

	
	Process
	
Yes
	See document online: Revision of ATFS Standards of Sustainability (forestfoundation.org)  See press release text: WASHINGTON, D.C. (August 22, 2019) – The American Forest Foundation (AFF) today announced it intends to initiate the revision process for its Standards of Sustainability (Standards) for Forest Certification for the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) program. ATFS, a program of AFF, is internationally endorsed by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), which connects the extensive network of small family-owned forests to markets around the world.

	8.5.1 Based on the feedback received during the period of a standard’s implementation, the outcome of the gap analysis and the consultations, the standardising body shall decide whether to reaffirm the standard or whether a revision of the standard is necessary.
	Procedures
	


Yes
	See text below in document online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) 
  See text: 3.5) Upon completion and consensus of the ISRP, the recommended standard revisions/modifications will be presented to the AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES for approval and adoption. 3.6) The AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES has the discretion to accept and adopt none, any or all of the ISRP recommended Standard revisions/modifications. Should the AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES not accept the Standard as presented by the ISRP, it will return the Standard to the ISRP for further work. All material resubmitted to the AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES by the ISRP will have been reached through consensus.

	
	Process
	
Yes
	See text in AFF file Network News January 2021.pdf:  “The new 2021 ATFS Standards of Sustainability were approved by AFF's Board of Trustees on November 11th, 2020 and enacted January 1, 2021. These new Standards, which serve as the basis of the American Tree Farm System® certification program, will replace the 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability.”

	8.5.2 The decision shall be made at the highest decision-making level of the standardising body
	Procedures
	
Yes
	See text below in document online: Standard Setting Procedures (treefarmsystem.org) 
See text: 3.5) Upon completion and consensus of the ISRP, the recommended standard revisions/modifications will be presented to the AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES for approval and adoption. 3.6) The AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES has the discretion to accept and adopt none, any or all of the ISRP recommended Standard revisions/modifications. Should the AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES not accept the Standard as presented by the ISRP, it will return the Standard to the ISRP for further work. All material resubmitted to the AFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES by the ISRP will have been reached through consensus.

	
	Process
	
Yes
	  See text in AFF file Network News January 2021.pdf:  “The new 2021 ATFS Standards of Sustainability were approved by AFF's Board of Trustees on November 11th, 2020 and enacted January 1, 2021. These new Standards, which serve as the basis of the American Tree Farm System® certification program, will replace the 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability.”

	8.5.3 Where the decision is to reaffirm a standard, the standardising body shall provide a justification for the decision and make the justification publicly available.
	Procedures
	


No 
	AFF’s standard setting principles require significant stakeholder involvement and therefore it would not seek endorsement via reaffirmation.  See text in this AFF file “Standard Setting Procedures.docx”, “1. Standard Setting Principles 1.1) AFF will engage that require meaningful participation in the standards revision process that is open to all stakeholders through participation in working groups and public consultation. 1.2) AFF will make an effort to ensure that all relevant stakeholder groups are represented and will consider appropriate gender balance. 1.3) AFF will see continual improvement of the standard and undergo periodic review. 1.4) AFF will make all relevant documents publicly available for interested parties to follow the developments during and after the process.”  

	
	Process
	No
	Not applicable.  None needed.  

	8.5.4 Where the decision is to revise the standard, the standardising body shall specify the type of revision (normal or editorial revision).
	Procedures
	
No

	AFF only plans to request approval of normal revisions.  In the unlikely event that should change, it will develop appropriate procedures and processes.  

	
	Process
	





No
	AFF does not specially refer to the revision as a normal revision, however the description of its process aligns with the requirements of a normal revision.  See text below in online document Revision of ATFS Standards of Sustainability (forestfoundation.org) that describes AFF’s intent to undertake a normal revision as: “Undertaking the revision process every five years to conform with PEFC requirements, AFF views this as an important opportunity to engage with the broader ATFS community of landowners, partners, and stakeholders around its programming and shared effort to deliver conservation impact through the engagement of America’s family landowners.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also see text in AFF document ATFS Alert - Announcing Intent To Revise AFF Standards.pdf.: that describes AFF’s intent to undertake a normal revision as: PEFC requires that endorsed certification systems like ATFS, undergo a review at least every five years to ensure conformance with its international requirements. AFF's 2015-2020 Standards are approaching this five-year mark, and beginning in 2020, AFF will formally initiate the process of revising its Standards for certification to the ATFS program.




[bookmark: _Toc293389416][bookmark: _Toc325441379][bookmark: _Toc327351895][bookmark: _Toc327361403][bookmark: _Toc330370893][bookmark: _Toc330371223][bookmark: _Toc330471114][bookmark: _Toc337039190][bookmark: _Toc337039322]3	Application documentation 
The application for the endorsement and mutual recognition as defined in PEFC GD 1007 shall include information which enables the assessment of the applicant system’s compliance with the PEFC Council requirements.
The application documentation should identify and make reference to other detailed documentation such as minutes, internal procedures and rules, reports, etc. which do not need to create a part of the application documentation.
Asses. basis*	The standard setting is assessed against the PEFC Council requirements in two stages: (i) compliance of written standard setting procedures (“Procedures”) and (ii) compliance of the standard setting process itself (“Process”). 
For “Procedures” the applicant should refer to the part(s) of its standard setting procedures related to the respective PEFC requirement. For “Process” the applicant should either refer to the report/records of the standard setting process forming a part of the submitted application documents, or describe how the PEFC requirement was fulfilled during the standard setting process. 
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8 Periodic review of standards 
8.1 General 
The standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be reviewed at intervals that do not exceed a five-year period. The review shall be based on consideration of feedback received during the standard’s implementation and a gap analysis. If necessary, a stakeholder consultation shall be organised to obtain further feedback and input. 
8.2 Feedback mechanism 
8.2.1 The standardising body shall establish and maintain a permanent mechanism for collecting and recording feedback on a standard. This mechanism shall be accessible on the website of the standardising body and/or PEFC National Governing Body with clear directions for providing feedback. 
NOTE Feedback can be sent in various formats: comments, requests for clarification and/or interpretation, complaints, etc. 
8.2.2 All feedback received through all channels, including meetings, training courses, etc. shall be recorded and considered. 
8.3 Gap analysis 
8.3.1 At the start of a review, the standardising body shall evaluate the standard against appropriate PEFC International standards, national laws and regulations, and other relevant standards to identify potential gaps in the standard. 
8.3.2 The standardising body shall consider the latest scientific knowledge, research and relevant emerging issues. 
8.4 Stakeholder consultation 
8.4.1 Where the feedback and the gap analysis do not identify a need to revise the standard, the standardising body shall organise stakeholder consultation to determine whether stakeholders see a need for revising the standard. The standardising body shall include the gap analysis in the stakeholder consultation. 
8.4.2 At the start of a review, the standardising body shall update the stakeholder identification mapping (refer to clause 6.2). 
8.4.3 The standardising body shall organise: 
(a) a public consultation period of at least 30 days (following the requirements of clause 6.5.1) and/or, 
(b) stakeholder meetings. 

8.4.4 The standardising body shall announce the review in a timely manner (refer to 6.3). 
8.5 Decision-making 
8.5.1 Based on the feedback received during the period of a standard’s implementation, the outcome of the gap analysis and the consultations, the standardising body shall decide whether to reaffirm the standard or whether a revision of the standard is necessary. 
8.5.2 The decision shall be made at the highest decision-making level of the standardising body 
8.5.3 Where the decision is to reaffirm a standard, the standardising body shall provide a justification for the decision and make the justification publicly available.
© PEFC Council 2017 
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8.5.4 Where the decision is to revise the standard, the standardising body shall specify the type of revision (normal or editorial revision). 
9 Revision of standards 
9.1 Normal revision 
Procedures for revision of standard(s)/normative document(s) shall conform to those stated in section 6. 
A normal revision can occur at the periodic review, or between periodic reviews, but does not include editorial revisions and time-critical revisions. 
9.2 Editorial revision 
Editorial revisions can be made without triggering the normal revision process. The standardising body shall approve the editorial changes formally and publish an amendment or a new edition of the standard. 
9.3 Time-critical revision 
9.3.1 A time-critical revision is a revision between two periodic reviews using a fast-track process. 
9.3.2 A time-critical revision can be conducted only in the following situations: 
(a) Change in national laws and regulations affecting compliance with PEFC International requirements 
(b) Instruction by PEFC International to comply with specific or new PEFC requirements within a timescale that is too short for a normal revision. 

9.3.3 The time-critical revision shall follow these steps: 
(a) The standardising body shall draft the revised standard, 
(b) The standardising body may consult stakeholders, but it is not mandatory, 
(c) The revised standard shall be approved formally at the highest appropriate decision-making level of the standardising body, 
(d) The standardising body shall explain the justification for the urgent change(s) and make the justification publicly available. 

9.4 Application and transition of revised standards 
9.4.1 A revision shall define the application date and transition period of the revised standard(s)/normative document(s). 
9.4.2 An application date shall not be more than one year after the publication of the standard. This allows time for endorsement of the revised standard(s)/normative document(s), introduction of change(s), information dissemination and training. 
9.4.3 The transition period shall not exceed one year. The standardising body may determine a longer period when justified by exceptional circumstances.
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