
CK Services - Malung, Sweden - info@ckservices.online  

 

  
 

 

 

CK SERVICES 

 
Assessment of the revised Finnish PEFC 
Certification System against PEFC Sustainability 
Benchmark Standards 
 
FINAL REPORT, 9th December 2022            
 

 
 

  
 

mailto:info@ckservices.online




1 

 

Content  

1 Introduction ...................................................................................................................................... 3 
1.1 Assessment Scope ....................................................................................................................................3 
1.2 Methodology ............................................................................................................................................4 
1.2.1 Assessment of the standard setting procedures and process .................................................................4 
1.2.2 Assessment of the forest management standard ...................................................................................4 
1.2.3 Assessment of the group certification model .........................................................................................4 
1.2.4 Assessment of the certification and accreditation procedures ...............................................................5 
1.2.5 Assessment decisions ............................................................................................................................5 
1.3 Assessment Process .................................................................................................................................5 
1.3.1 Assessment schedule .............................................................................................................................5 
1.3.2 Assessment steps ..................................................................................................................................6 
1.4 Assessment Personnel ..............................................................................................................................7 

2 Recommendation ............................................................................................................................ 8 

3 Summary of findings ....................................................................................................................... 8 
3.1 Overall .....................................................................................................................................................8 
3.2 Structure of the System ............................................................................................................................8 
3.3 Standard Setting Procedures ....................................................................................................................8 
3.4 Standard Setting Process ..........................................................................................................................8 
3.5 Forest Management Standard ..................................................................................................................9 
3.6 Group Certification Model ........................................................................................................................9 
3.7 Chain of Custody Standard and Trademark Use ........................................................................................9 
3.8 Certification and Accreditation Procedures ..............................................................................................9 
3.9 Other Aspects ...........................................................................................................................................9 

4 Structure of the System .................................................................................................................. 9 
4.1 Organisational structure ...........................................................................................................................9 
4.2 Structure of technical documentation .................................................................................................... 11 
4.3 Assessment result .................................................................................................................................. 12 

5 Standard setting procedures ........................................................................................................ 12 
5.1 Analysis and conclusion .......................................................................................................................... 12 
5.2 Assessment result – Nonconformities .................................................................................................... 12 
5.2.1 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.2.1, Procedures .......................................................................... 12 
5.2.2 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2, Procedures .......................................................................... 13 
5.2.3 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.3, Procedures .......................................................................... 14 
5.3 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities ....................................................................................... 16 

6 Standard setting process ............................................................................................................. 16 
6.1 Revision process overview ..................................................................................................................... 17 
6.2 Documentation and evidence ................................................................................................................. 17 
6.3 Stakeholder involvement survey ............................................................................................................ 18 
6.4 Analysis and conclusion .......................................................................................................................... 18 
6.5 Assessment result – Nonconformities .................................................................................................... 18 
6.5.1 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2, Process ............................................................................... 18 
6.6 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities ....................................................................................... 19 

7 Forest Management Standard ...................................................................................................... 21 
7.1 Analysis and conclusion .......................................................................................................................... 21 
7.2 Assessment result – Nonconformities .................................................................................................... 22 
7.2.1 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 ............................................................................................. 22 
7.2.2 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, 8.4.7 ............................................................................................. 22 
7.2.3 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, Appendix 1 interpretation for 8.1.4 .............................................. 23 
7.3 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities ....................................................................................... 24 

8 Group Certification Model ............................................................................................................ 25 
8.1 Analysis and conclusion .......................................................................................................................... 25 



2 

 

8.2 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities ....................................................................................... 25 

9 Chain of Custody Standard and Trademark Use ........................................................................ 26 
9.1 Analysis and conclusion .......................................................................................................................... 26 

10 Certification and Accreditation Procedures ............................................................................. 27 
10.1 Chain of custody certification ............................................................................................................... 27 
10.1.1 Analysis and conclusion ..................................................................................................................... 27 
10.2 Forest management certification .......................................................................................................... 27 
10.2.1 Analysis and conclusion ..................................................................................................................... 27 
10.2.2 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities .................................................................................. 27 

11 Other Aspects .............................................................................................................................. 28 

Annex A: PEFC Standard and System Requirements Checklist ................................................. 29 

PEFC Checklist - Standard Setting Procedures and Process (PEFC ST 1001:2017) ................. 29 

PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018) .................................. 89 

PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018, Appendix 1) 
 - Guidelines for the interpretation of requirements in the case of forest plantations ............ 221 

PEFC Checklist - Group Forest Management Certification (PEFC ST 1002:2018) ................... 238 

PEFC Checklist - Certification and Accreditation Procedures (Annex 6, PEFC TD) ................ 291 

Annex B:  Results of stakeholder involvement survey ............................................................... 299 

Annex C: Results of international consultation .......................................................................... 302 

Annex D: Internal review comments ............................................................................................. 303 
 
  



3 

 

1 Introduction 
This document is the final report on the assessment of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification System 
against PEFC International´s Sustainability Benchmark Standards, which was carried out by CK 
Services in 2022.  

The assessment was conducted following PEFC International´s procedures for the assessment of 
revised forest certification systems, which are defined in PEFC GD 1007:2017, Endorsement and 
Mutual Recognition of Certification Systems and their Revision.  

The structure of this report is based on PEFC GD 1007, Appendix 2, The assessment report.   

1.1 Assessment Scope 
The scope of the assessment covers the evaluation of system documentation and reference 
documentation as submitted by PEFC Finland against the PEFC International Sustainability 
Benchmark Standards specified as being applicable for this assessment by PEFC International in a 
tender dossier. In addition, responses to an international stakeholder consultation and a stakeholder 
involvement survey were taken into consideration.   
The system documentation submitted by PEFC Finland comprises the documents listed in Table 1. 
Table 1, System documentation, PEFC Finland 

Document title Document name 
PEFC FI 1000:2022  Forest certification vocabulary 
PEFC FI 1001:2022  Group forest management certification – Requirements 
PEFC FI 1002:2022 Sustainable forest management - Requirements 
PEFC FI 1005:2022 Requirements for certification bodies operating PEFC forest 

management certification 
PEFC FI 1006:2019  Standard setting process for PEFC forest certification 

 

The following reference documentation was provided by PEFC Finland in relation to the standard 
review and revision process:  

− ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128 
− ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307 
− ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430 
− ENG #4 - Approval of SFM standard - Extract of Board minutes 20220216 
− PEFC FI standard revision report_B 2019-2022 20220224 
− Invitation to review PEFC forest certification requirements ENG 
− PEFC-Standard working group plan of action-20201109 ENG 
− PEFC SSWG Minutes #1-19 

 
The following documentation was provided by PEFC Finland to support the assessment process: 
 
− PEFC FI Application letter 20220228 
− PEFC FI Checklist Cert Proced 20220224 
− PEFC FI Checklist Group Cert 20220224 
− PEFC FI Checklist SFM 20220224 
− PEFC FI Checklist Stand Sett 20220224 
− 20220708_ - PEFC Finland Final Comments to the Draft Assessment Report  
− 20220914_Final PEFC FI comments_List of non-conformities 
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The system documentation of PEFC Finland was assessed against the PEFC International 
Sustainability Benchmark Standards defined to be applicable for this assessment in PEFC 
International´s tender dossier, which are listed inTable 2. 
 
Table 2, PEFC International Sustainability Benchmark Standards 

Document title Document name 
PEFC ST 1001:2017 Standard Setting – Requirements 
PEFC ST 1002:2018 Group Forest Management Certification – Requirements 
PEFC ST 1003:2018  Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements 
Annex 6, PEFC TD Certification and Accreditation Procedures Forest Management 
PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products - Requirements 
PEFC ST 2003:2020 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification against the PEFC 

International Chain of Custody Standard 
 
A detailed evaluation of the system´s trademark use rules and procedures for scheme administration, 
such as those for complaint resolution, notification of certification bodies and issuance of trademark 
licenses, was not requested to be covered by the scope of this assessment and was therefore not 
carried out.  

1.2 Methodology 
The assessment was carried out as a desk study. A field visit was not part of this assessment, as this is 
not required by PEFC GD 1007 for previously PEFC endorsed systems, nor had a field visit been 
explicitly requested by PEFC International or PEFC Finland.  

1.2.1 Assessment of the standard setting procedures and process 
The assessment of the Finnish PEFC Certification System’s standard setting procedures and of the 
standard review and revision process was carried out against PEFC ST 1001:2017. The system 
documentation assessed consisted of PEFC FI 1006:2019, Standard setting process for PEFC forest 
certification. Also considered were PEFC Finland´s development report, the provided reference 
documentation and responses from the international stakeholder consultation and the stakeholder 
involvement survey.  
The “PEFC Checklist - Standard Setting Procedures and Process (PEFC ST 1001:2017)” as provided by 
PEFC International was used for this assessment. The completed checklist is found in Annex A of this 
report. Details on responses to international stakeholder consultation and stakeholder survey can be 
found in Annex C and Annex D respectively.  

1.2.2 Assessment of the forest management standard  
The assessment of the Finnish PEFC Certification System’s forest management standard was carried 
out against PEFC ST 1003:2018. The system documentation assessed consisted of PEFC FI 1002:2022, 
Sustainable forest management - Requirements.  
The “PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018)” as provided by PEFC 
International was used for this assessment. In addition, a “PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest 
Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018, Appendix 1) - Guidelines for the interpretation of requirements in 
the case of forest plantations” was created by CKS for the assessment of PEFC FI 1002:2022, Annex 1 
“Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations” Both completed 
checklists are found in Annex A of this report. 

1.2.3 Assessment of the group certification model 
The assessment of the Finnish PEFC Certification System’s group certification model was carried out 
against PEFC ST 1002:2018. The system documentation assessed consisted of PEFC FI 1001:2022, 
Group forest management certification – Requirements.  
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The “PEFC Checklist - Group Forest Management Certification (PEFC ST 1002:2018)” as provided by 
PEFC International was used for this assessment. The completed checklist is found in Annex A of this 
report. 

1.2.4 Assessment of the certification and accreditation procedures 
The assessment of the Finnish PEFC Certification System’s certification and accreditation procedures 
for forest management certification was carried out against Annex 6 of the PEFC Technical 
Document. The system documentation assessed consisted of PEFC FI 1005:2022, Requirements for 
certification bodies operating PEFC forest management certification.  
The “PEFC Checklist - Certification and Accreditation Procedures (Annex 6, PEFC TD)” as provided by 
PEFC International was used for this assessment. The completed checklist is found in Annex A of this 
report. 
The Finnish PEFC Certification System’s certification and accreditation procedures for chain of 
custody certification had not to be assessed in detail, as the system has adopted PEFC ST 2003 as 
part of its own technical documentation without any change to document title, name and content.   

1.2.5 Assessment decisions 

Based on PEFC GD 1007, 6.2.2, three types of decisions were made with regard to the conformity of 
the Finnish PEFC Certification System with the relevant PEFC Benchmark requirements:  
a) Conformity: The system documentation fully meets a particular PEFC Benchmark requirement. 

 
b) Minor nonconformity: A nonconformity against a specific PEFC Benchmark requirement that has 

a low impact on achieving the intended outcome of the PEFC International Benchmark Standard. 
According to PEFC GD 1007, 6.2.3 a minor nonconformity should be corrected within 6 months of 
a potential endorsement by PEFC. The assessor may recommend a longer period where justified 
by particular circumstances. Multiple minor nonconformities can result in a recommendation 
that minor nonconformities shall be corrected before the endorsement of the applicant system. 

 
c) Major nonconformity: A nonconformity against a specific PEFC Benchmark requirement that has 

a high impact on achieving the intended outcome of the PEFC International Benchmark Standard. 
According to PEFC GD 1007, 6.2.3 a major nonconformity does not allow the PEFC endorsement 
of a system and needs to be corrected before an endorsement can take place.  

1.3 Assessment Process 

1.3.1 Assessment schedule 
The assessment process followed a schedule based on PEFC GD 1007. The dates for the individual 
steps of the assessment had been agreed between PEFC Finland, PEFC International and CK Services 
prior to the start of the assessment and adjusted during the assessment. The steps of the assessment 
are shown in Table 3. 
Table 3, Assessment schedule 

Assessment event Date By 
Int. stakeholder consultation 14th March – 12th May 2022 PEFC International 
Assessment start 20th May 2022 CK Services 
Stakeholder survey 31st May – 7th June 2022 CK Services 
Draft assessment report 15th June 2022 CK Services 
Commenting period  16th June – 11th July 2022 PEFC Finland 
Updated draft assessment report 12th August 2022 CK Services 
Second commenting period 13th August – 18th September 

2022 
PEFC Finland 
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Final draft assessment report 28th September 2022 CK Services 
Internal Review  28th September – 2nd December 

2022 
PEFC International 

Final report 9th December 2022 CK Services 
 
1.3.2 Assessment steps 

The assessment consisted of the following steps:  

a) Public consultation 
 

An international public stakeholder consultation organized by PEFC International was held from 14th 
March until 12th May 2022. PEFC informed CK Services on 18th May 2022 that no comments had been 
received during this consultation (see Annex C). 
 
A stakeholder involvement survey on national level was organized by CK Services. On 31st May 2022 
invitations to respond to an online questionnaire were sent to 80 stakeholders identified by PEFC 
Finland by email. The survey was accessible to stakeholders until 7th June 2022. One stakeholder 
responded to the survey (see Annex B). The feedback was taken into account in the preparation of 
the assessment report.  

 
b) Desk study and preparation of a draft assessment report 
The initial desk study took place mainly in June 2022. It comprised an evaluation of the submitted 
system documentation against the PEFC International Benchmark Standards covered by the scope of 
the assessment, as well as a consideration of PEFC Finland´s development report, the provided 
reference documentation, and the responses to international stakeholder consultation and 
stakeholder involvement survey.  

On 15th a draft report identifying 16 minor and no major nonconformities was sent to PEFC Finland 
and PEFC International.   

c) Commenting period  
The commenting period during which PEFC Finland can respond to the findings of the draft report 
starts on 16th June and ends on 11th July 2022. PEFC Finland submitted its response to the draft 
report to CKS on 8th July 2022. 

On 5th August 2022 CKS proposed to prepare an updated version of the draft report to fully address 
the assessment of Christmas tree plantations under the revised Finnish system, which had not been 
covered by the draft report due to some open questions, and to also consider the responses to the 
draft report. PEFC International and PEFC Finland agreed to this approach.  

CKS submitted an updated draft report to PEFC Finland and PEFC International on 12th August 2022 
PEFC Finland provided draft responses to the updated report on 6th September and final responses 
on 18th September 2022.    

d) Preparation of final draft assessment report 
CKS prepared a final draft of the assessment report taking into account PEFC Finland´s responses and 
submitted it to PEFC International for review on 28th September 2022. 
 
e) PEFC International internal review 
 PEFC International reviewed the final draft assessment report and provided CKS with its comments 
and suggestions on 2nd December 2022  
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f) Preparation of the final assessment report.  
CKS updated the report taking into account PEFC International´s review comments and provided 
PEFC International with a final version of the assessment report on 6th December 2022, which was 
updated on 9th December.  

1.4 Assessment Personnel 
The assessment was carried out by C. Kaemmer at CK Services. Contact person at PEFC International 
was H. Inhaizer. Contact person at PEFC Finland were A. Kaivola and T. Liimatainen.  
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2 Recommendation  
Based on the findings of the final assessment report, CK Services recommends to PEFC International 
to maintain the endorsement of the Finnish PEFC Certification System, on the condition that within 
six months as of communication of endorsement maintenance PEFC Finland: 

• resolves the three minor nonconformities with PEFC International´s standard setting procedures 
(PEFC ST 1001, 6.2.1 (identification of key stakeholders), 6.4.2 (balanced representation of 
stakeholders) and 6.4.3 (proactive outreach to seek key stakeholder participation)) and the three 
minor nonconformities with PEFC International´s sustainable forest management requirements 
(PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 (waste disposal and emergency procedures for spillages), 8.4.7 (genetically-
modified trees) and PEFC ST 1003, Appendix 1, 8.1.4 (definition of cut-off date addressing the 
certification of plantations established from conversions in the past)), 

• develops an action plan on ensuring balanced representation and decision-making by 
stakeholder groups (PEFC ST 1001: 6.4.1) in the next standard development/revision process of 
PEFC Finland, and 

• regarding the endorsement of the Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer 
greenery plantations, clarifies how these Christmas tree plantations requirements deliver full 
conformity with PEFC International SFM requirements on agricultural land.   

   

3 Summary of findings 

3.1 Overall 
The assessment of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification System against the PEFC International 
Benchmark Standards covered under the scope of this assessment by CK Services determined that 
the system largely meets PEFC International´s requirements.  
Seven minor nonconformities have been identified in total, of which three are in the standard setting 
procedures, one in the standard setting process and three in the forest management standard.  
Overall, these seven nonconformities are not deemed by CK Services to have such a high negative 
impact that they would prevent the revised Finnish PEFC Certification System from predominantly 
achieving the intended outcome of the PEFC International Benchmark Standards.  

3.2 Structure of the System 
No aspects of the system´s structure that would inhibit its functioning as a PEFC endorsed forest 
certification system have been identified in the assessment. 

3.3 Standard Setting Procedures 
The standard setting procedures of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification System defined in PEFC FI 
1006:2019 largely meet the requirements of PEFC ST 1001:2017. Three nonconformities have been 
identified, namely with PEFC ST 1001, 6.2.1 (identification of key stakeholders), 6.4.2 (balanced 
representation of stakeholders) and 6.4.3 (proactive outreach to seek key stakeholder participation). 

3.4 Standard Setting Process 
The standard setting process was largely in conformity with the requirements of PEFC ST 1001:2017. 
One minor nonconformity was identified, namely with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2 (balanced representation 
of stakeholders on the working group).     
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3.5 Forest Management Standard 
The forest management standard of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification System, PEFC FI 1002:2022 
is largely in conformity with PEFC ST 1003:2018. Three minor nonconformities were identified, 
namely with PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 (waste disposal and emergency procedures for spillages), 8.4.7 
(genetically-modified trees) and with Appendix 1 to PEFC ST 1003, 8.1.4 (definition of cut-off date 
addressing the certification of plantations established from conversions in the past). In addition, it 
was determined that the FM standard and its plantation requirements are currently not suitable for 
implementation for Christmas tree plantations on agricultural land, due to the FM standard´s heavy 
reliance of forest related legislation to meet PEFC International benchmark requirements, which is 
understood not to be applicable on agricultural land.  

3.6 Group Certification Model  
The requirements for group forest management certification of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification 
System are defined in PEFC FI 1001:2022. The assessment has determined full conformity of the 
system´s group certification model with PEFC ST 1001:2017.  

3.7 Chain of Custody Standard and Trademark Use 
The Finnish PEFC Certification System has adopted PEFC International´s chain of custody standard, 
PEFC ST 2002:2020, and trademark rules, PEFC ST 2001:2020, as normative elements of its system 
documentation. The system therefore meets PEFC International´s requirements for chain of custody 
standards and PEFC trademark rules.   

3.8 Certification and Accreditation Procedures 
PEFC Finland has adopted PEFC ST 2003:2020 as normative element of its system documentation. 
The system therefore meets PEFC International´s requirements on certification and accreditation 
procedures for chain of custody certification.   
The Finnish PEFC Certification System´s requirements for certification bodies conducting forest 
management defined in PEFC FI 1005:2022 were assessed as fully meeting the requirements of 
Annex 6, PEFC TD.  

3.9 Other Aspects 
No comments were submitted in the 60-day public international stakeholder consultation organised 
by PEFC International.  
Feedback received from two out of 80 stakeholders of PEF Finland invited by CK Services to 
participate in a stakeholder involvement survey confirmed the basic information provided by PEFC 
Finland on the standard review and revision process.  

4 Structure of the System  

4.1 Organisational structure 

Table 4 provides an overview about entities and their functions in the Finnish PEFC Certification 
System.  

Table 4, Entities and their functions in the Finnish PEFC Certification System 

Body Function  Reference document 
Applicant An applicant is a legal person (an individual or an 

organisation) that applies for a forest 
PEFC FI 1000:2022 – 
Forest certification 
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management certificate or a certificate for the 
verification of chain of custody of forest-based 
products. 

vocabulary 

Certification group A group of participants represented by the group 
entity for the purposes of implementation of the 
sustainable forest management standard and its 
certification. A binding written agreement shall be 
established between a participant and the group 
entity. 
NOTE 1: The term “certification group” is 
equivalent to the term “regional certification 
group” used in PEFC FI 1001. 

PEFC FI 1000:2022 – 
Forest certification 
vocabulary 

Forest certification 
scheme 

Set of standards, guidelines and rules covering the 
use and management of forest, verification of 
chain of custody for wood (where applicable), 
certification arrangements and procedures and 
competence requirements for certification bodies. 

PEFC FI 1000:2022 – 
Forest certification 
vocabulary 

Forest owner / 
manager 

An individual or an organisation that has the 
registered property rights over a forest area and 
other similar bodies which have a right to make 
decisions regarding forest management. 

PEFC FI 1000:2022 – 
Forest certification 
vocabulary 

Group entity A legal entity that represents the participants, 
with overall responsibility for ensuring the 
conformity of forest management in the certified 
area to the sustainable forest management 
standard and other applicable requirements of 
the forest certification system. 
NOTE 1: The group entity becomes an applicant 
for forest management certification and a holder 
of the forest management certificate. 
NOTE 2: A single group entity may represent 
several certification groups. 
NOTE 3: The term “group entity” is equivalent to 
the term “regional group entity” used in PEFC FI 
1001 

PEFC FI 1000:2022 – 
Forest certification 
vocabulary 

Participant A forest owner/manager covered by the group 
forest management certificate, who has the 
ability to implement the requirements of the 
sustainable forest management standard in a 
certified area, and other actors affecting 
compliance with the sustainable forest 
management requirements and enabling 
implementation of the group certification. 
NOTE 1: The term “ability to implement the 
requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard” requires the entity to 
have a long-term legal right, tenure right or 
traditional or customary tenure rights to manage 
the forest. 
NOTE 2: Other actors, such as entrepreneurs or 
forest industry procuring raw material do not 

PEFC FI 1000:2022 – 
Forest certification 
vocabulary 
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have the long-term rights to manage the forest 
but their activities and responsibilities on the 
certified area have direct impact on compliance 
with the SFM requirements. Participation of 
“other actors” in the group forest certification 
does not allow those entities to sell raw material 
as PEFC certified without a valid PEFC chain of 
custody certification. 

PEFC Finland 
(Secretariat) 

Day to day business of operating the Finnish PEFC 
Certification System  

Based on system 
description in 
development report 

PEFC Finland 
Board 

Supervision and control of the operation of the 
forest certification system, including decision on 
the revision, development and approval of 
technical system documentation.  

Based on system 
description in 
development report 

PEFC Finland 
General Assembly 

Highest decision making body of PEFC Finland 
consisting of PEFC Finland´s members 

Based on system 
description in 
development report 

Standard Setting 
Working Group 
(SSWG) 

Working group established by PEFC Finland from 
stakeholders for the development and revision of 
technical documentation 

Based on system 
description in 
development report 

The role of entities in chain of custody certification is not further highlighted, as the system has 
adopted PEFC ST 2002:2020 and PEFC ST 2003:2020 without modification.  

4.2 Structure of technical documentation 
According to the system description provided in PEFC Finland´s development report, the technical 
documentation is structured as follows:   

The Finnish PEFC forest certification system includes five standards, namely  
• PEFC FI 1000:2022; Forest Certification Vocabulary 
• PEFC FI 1001:2022; Group forest management certification – Requirements 
• PEFC FI 1002:2022; Sustainable forest management - Requirements 
• PEFC FI 1005:2022; Requirements for certification bodies operating PEFC forest management 
certification 

• PEFC FI 1006:2019; Standard Setting Process for PEFC Forest Certification  
 
Chain of custody certification is operated according to PEFC International Standards: 
• PEFC ST 2002 (Chain of Custody), 
• PEFC ST 2001 (PEFC Trademarks Rules) and 
• PEFC ST 2003 (Certification Body Requirements). 

 
In addition, the Finnish PEFC system includes administrative procedures as referred in completed 
PEFC FI Checklist Admin as follows: 

• PEFC logo license issuance (Application and agreement documents), 
• notification of certification bodies (Application and agreement documents) and 
• dealing with complaints. 
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4.3 Assessment result 

PEFC International defines no specific requirements for the structure of a system against which an 
assessment could be carried out in detail. However, no aspects of the system´s organisational or 
documentation structure that would inhibit its functioning as a PEFC endorsed forest certification 
system have been identified in the assessment. 

5 Standard setting procedures 

5.1 Analysis and conclusion 
The standard setting/revision procedures for the forest management standard of the Finnish PEFC 
Certification System are defined in PEFC FI 1006:2019. The scope of PEFC FI 1006 covers only 
standards for forest management certification, as the chain of custody standard of PEFC International 
is adopted by the system without any modifications.  
PEFC FI 1006:2019 was revised by a technical team of PEFC Finland prior to the start of the SFM 
standard revision in order to align it with the requirements of the latest version of PEFC 
International´s Benchmark Standard for standard setting and revision, PEFC ST 1001:2017. The 
revised PEFC FI 1006 was approved in March 2019 by PEFC Finland´s General Assembly, which is the 
highest body within PEFC Finland responsible for the approval of technical documentation. The 
subsequent revision of the forest management standard followed these revised procedures.  
PEFC FI 1006:2019 was assessed by CK Services against PEFC ST 1001:2017. The draft assessment 
report identified three minor nonconformities, which concern the following benchmark 
requirements of PEFC ST 1001: 6.2.1 (identification of key stakeholders), 6.4.2 (balanced 
representation) and 6.4.3 (proactive outreach to seek key stakeholder participation). 

5.2 Assessment result – Nonconformities 

5.2.1 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.2.1, Procedures 
Table 5, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.2.1, Procedures 

PEFC benchmark requirement 

PEFC ST 1001, 6.2.1 The standardising body shall identify stakeholders relevant to the objectives 
and scope of the standard-setting activities by means of a stakeholder identification mapping 
exercise. It shall define which stakeholder groups are relevant to the subject matter and why. For 
each stakeholder group the standardising body shall identify the likely key issues, key 
stakeholders, and which means of communication would be best to reach them. 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall identify stakeholders relevant to the objectives and 
scope of the standard setting activity. PEFC Finland shall determine the stakeholders relevant to 
the subject matter and present the arguments used. PEFC Finland shall identify the likely key 
issues for each stakeholder group, the key stakeholders and the most effective means of 
communication for reaching them.” 

“6.2.2 As regards the elaboration of the standard for the sustainable management and use of 
forests, the key stakeholder groups in Finland are: - Forest owners, - Businesses and industry, - 
Children and youth, - Indigenous peoples, - Non-governmental organisations, - The scientific and 
technological community, and - Workers and trade unions.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 
PEFC Finland identified relevant stakeholders and means of communication to reach them. PEFC FI 
has kept active contact with all potential stakeholders between the national SFM revisions. PEFC FI 
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also contacted stakeholders who did not participate in the PEFC FI revision process 2013-14 
reminding about the possibility to participate PEFC’s international SFM revision process. PEFC FI 
actively discussed the identification of stakeholders in its Development Group meeting on 
27.2.2019. This formed the basis for the list of invitees. 
The Board of PEFC FI (”PEFC FI_Board_20190307 - PEFC-stakeholders” – file) identified the key 
stakeholder groups and defined the concept of “key stakeholders”. For example, a wide range of 
organizations participated in the NGO category. Some of the stakeholders in this category were 
contacted separately in order to involve abroad spectrum of stakeholders who had different key 
issues in their work. Not all of the invited stakeholders either did not respond or did not accept the 
invitation. During spring 2019 PEFC Finland contacted several stakeholders not only by email but 
also by phone to see if further discussions are needed for any stakeholders’ participation and to 
get a concrete answer from the stakeholders to the PEFC invitation. Based on the correspondence, 
it became evident that for some of the invited organizations participation in PEFC FI process was 
not an option. 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022: 

As explained in PEFC Finland's earlier response, the standardization body defined key stakeholders. 
Key stakeholders within stakeholder groups were not defined specifically in advance, because PEFC 
Finland aimed at incorporating as comprehensive representation of stakeholders as possible in the 
standard setting process. PEFC Finland considered that during the process concrete actions to 
include stakeholders in the PEFC process shall be taken, and concrete stakeholder-specific key 
questions shall be determined only based on the initial responses to the SSWG invitation. An 
analysis of the initial responses offered PEFC Finland a selection of key stakeholders whose 
capacities to participate PEFC FI process was studied in details. Examples of actions to incorporate 
key stakeholders to the PEFC process were personal contacts, discussions and sharing of 
documents during the comment periods. As explained earlier, such actions materialised during the 
PEFC process.    

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 
Justification: For SFM standards PEFC FI 1006 predefines rather broad groups of key stakeholders 
instead of requiring the definition of key stakeholders within a stakeholder group as required by 
the benchmark. While this approach is understandable in the view of the assessor, especially if 
important stakeholders refuse to participate in the standard setting/revision work, it might also 
lead to the standardising body not putting much effort into trying to get said important 
stakeholders to participate in the process. This would seem to contradict the intent of the 
benchmark, in the view of the assessor. Having considered PEFC Finland´s responses elaborating 
on the rationale for this approach, the assessor remains of the view that the benchmark cannot be 
considered as fully met with regard to the identification of specific key stakeholders within 
broader stakeholder groups as required by the benchmark. The benchmark can therefore not be 
considered as fully met. 

 

5.2.2 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2, Procedures 
Table 6, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2, Procedures 

PEFC benchmark requirement 

PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2 The working group shall: (a) have balanced representation and decision-
making by stakeholder categories, relevant to the subject matter and geographical scope of the 
standard, where no single concerned stakeholder group can dominate, nor be dominated in the 
process (…)  

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.2 The following shall apply to the Standard Setting Working Group: 
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a) The activity of the Standard Setting Working Group shall be based on the goals set by each 
participating stakeholder for its own activity and on interaction with the other members of the 
Working Group. The goals of the stakeholders may vary across the scope of the standard, 
depending on which particular aspect or geographical area, for example, is being examined. 
When making decisions and eventually voting about decisions, each stakeholder shall have an 
equal opportunity to affect the outcome. No stakeholder group or single stakeholder alone can 
form a majority opinion, and no stakeholder group or single stakeholder shall be excluded from 
decision-making. (…)” 
6.4.3 “PEFC Finland shall strive to include as wide a range of stakeholders as possible in the work 
of the Standard Setting Working Group (see 6.2) and to ensure a representation base as broad as 
possible 
PEFC Finland shall strive to have each major stakeholder group and all key stakeholders 
represented in the Standard Setting Working Group. 
If a stakeholder group is not represented in the Standard Setting Working Group or if it has not 
been possible to include all key stakeholders in the Working Group, PEFC Finland shall strive to 
complement the expertise of the Working Group as regards the issues most important for the 
stakeholder in question, by inviting experts for consultation to the Working Group, for example. 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 
PEFC FI documentation does not include the phrase of ”balanced representation” as such, because 
PEFC FI was aiming at offering each stakeholder an equal opportunity to affect the outcome and to 
enable as wide participation of stakeholders in the SSWG as possible. 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022 

PEFC ST 1001 (point 6.4.2) requires a decision-making model to avoid a single concerned 
stakeholder group from dominating the process and from being dominated in the process. This is 
to be accomplished by balanced representation of stakeholder groups. 

PEFC FI procedures not only allow each stakeholder to decide independently on its participation in 
the PEFC process but require also the SSWG to ensure the participation of each of the seven 
defined key stakeholder groups. Therefore the PEFC FI process follows the concept of balanced 
representation and decision-making of stakeholder categories and fulfills this PEFC ST requirement 
in question. 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: The standard setting procedures do not require a balanced representation of 
stakeholder groups in the working group. It is understood that all invited stakeholders that wish to 
can participate on the WG with a representative and that every representative has a single vote. 
The benchmark requirement can therefore not be considered as met.    

 

5.2.3 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.3, Procedures 
Table 7, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.3, Procedures 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.3 In order to achieve balanced representation, the standardising body shall 
strive to have all identified stakeholder groups (refer to 6.2) represented. The standardising body 
shall set targets for the participation of key stakeholders and proactively seek their participation by 
using outreach such as (but not limited to) personal emails, phone calls, meeting invitations etc.  

 
NOTE When a stakeholder group is not represented and key stakeholders cannot be encouraged to 
participate, the standardising body may consider alternative options. 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.1 “(…) The Standard Setting Working Group shall have a representation 
from stakeholder groups identified as relevant in the stakeholder mapping exercise (see 6.2.2). The 
participation of several stakeholder groups shall ensure that no single stakeholder group can 
dominate.” 
6.4.3 “PEFC Finland shall strive to include as wide a range of stakeholders as possible in the work 
of the Standard Setting Working Group (see 6.2) and to ensure a representation base as broad as 
possible 
PEFC Finland shall strive to have each major stakeholder group and all key stakeholders 
represented in the Standard Setting Working Group. 
If a stakeholder group is not represented in the Standard Setting Working Group or if it has not 
been possible to include all key stakeholders in the Working Group, PEFC Finland shall strive to 
complement the expertise of the Working Group as regards the issues most important for the 
stakeholder in question, by inviting experts for consultation to the Working Group, for example.” 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“PEFC FI had a proactive interaction with a great number of Finnish stakeholders via email and 
phone. Special emphasis was put on the communication with the stakeholders who did not 
provide their answer to the Working Group invitation. These organization include for example The 
Finnish Nature League, WWF Finland and The Finnish Association for Nature Conservation. During 
this interaction it became clear which organizations were ready to participate in the work. For 
example, for the above mentioned organizations, participating in the Working Group was clearly 
not an option.” 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022: 
“In Finnish context the stakeholder groups and many of the stakeholders have versatile interests 
and aspects and varying interests for the participation in PEFC process. As PEFC FI 1006 (point 6.4.2 
a) states: “The activity of the Standard Setting Working Group shall be based on the goals set by 
each participating stakeholder for its own activity and on interaction with the other members of 
the Working Group. The goals of the stakeholders may vary across the scope of the standard, 
depending on which particular aspect or geographical area, for example, is being examined.” 
Proactive actions are not specified in PEFC FI documentation, because such measures are part of 
organisation's everyday work. PEFC Finland had evaluated that concrete actions to include key 
stakeholders in the PEFC process can be defined effectively only based on the initial responses to 
the SSWG invitation. 
During the correspondence with stakeholders who declined the invitation it became evident that 
there were organisations for whom participation in the PEFC process was not an option regardless 
of PEFC Finland’s actions. PEFC Finland operated proactively to involve a stakeholder with special 
ecological expertise in the PEFC process. This resulted in the enrollment of one organization after 
the inaugural meeting of the SSWG. PEFC Finland carried out activities to encourage participation 
of invited stakeholders who had declined the SSWG invitation to have as wide spectrum of 
comments during the public commenting periods. 
The above-mentioned procedure shows that the PEFC FI process fulfills PEFC ST requirements in 
terms of target setting and proactive outreach.” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: While PEFC Finland is accepted to have applied proactive outreach measures in the 
standard setting process, its standard setting procedures, PEFC FI 1006:2019, do not require target 
setting and proactive outreach with regard to key stakeholders. The standard setting procedures 
can therefore not be considered as fully meeting this benchmark.   
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5.3 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 5.3.1 The standardising body shall establish procedure(s) for dealing with any 
substantial and process complaints and appeals relating to its standard-setting activities. It must 
make procedure(s) accessible to stakeholders. Upon receipt of a complaint or appeal, the 
standardising body shall: 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.3 “Handling of complaints and appeals 
5.3.1 Complaints concerning the substance of the standard or procedures related to standard 
setting, as well as appeals, shall be handled by a panel consisting of a chairperson and two 
members. 
PEFC Finland shall appoint an independent chairman for the panel. The parties in a dispute or 
appeal shall each appoint one member to the panel to handle that specific case.  
A written request to resolve a dispute or complaint shall be addressed to the General Secretary of 
PEFC Finland, who shall respond to enquiries concerning the handling of disputes or complaints 
and deliver the related material immediately to the chairperson of the panel, who shall without 
delay initiate the appropriate procedure in the matter. The contact information of PEFC Finland’s 
General Secretary is found on PEFC Finland’s website at pefc.fi. 
On having received a complaint or an appeal, PEFC Finland shall: 
a) Acknowledge receipt of the complaint/appeal to the party sending it;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.4 Activities of the working group shall be organised in an open and transparent 
manner where: (…) (c) feedback and views given by any member of the working group shall be 
considered in an open and transparent way where the outcome of these considerations is 
recorded.   

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.4 “The Standard Setting Working Group shall act openly and transparently, 
observing the following practices: (…) c) Feedback from and opinions of members of the Working 
Group shall be openly discussed in the Working Group and the outcome of the discussion shall be 
recorded.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6 Standard setting process 
The standard revision process of the Finnish PEFC Certification System took place in the period 2019-
2021 and aimed to meet the requirements of PEFC ST 1001:2017, Standard Setting – Requirements.  
During the revision process major changes were made to the system´s standard revision procedures, 
forest management standard and group certification standard to align the system´s standards with 
the latest PEFC International Sustainability Benchmark Standards.  
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6.1 Revision process overview 
An overview on the major steps in the revision of the Finnish PEFC Certification System´s forest 
management standard is provided in Table 7. 
Table 8, Major steps in the revision process 

Date/period Event 
January 2019 Approval of SFM gap analysis with PEFC ST 1003:2018 by PEFC Finland Board 
March 2019 Approval of revised standard setting procedures and of stakeholder mapping, 

identification of disadvantaged stakeholders and key stakeholders by PEFC 
Finland Board 
Public invitation and call for participation to stakeholders 

April 2019 Decision on date of first Standard Setting Working Group (SSWG) meeting 
Feedback on the scope and setting process of the standard (no comments 
received on scope of standard revision or Standard Setting process - PEFC FI 
1006:2019) 

June 2019 First SSWG meeting 
July 2019 – 
February 2020 

Six SSWG meetings 

February 2020 Publication of first draft of revised SFM standard  
Public seminar on first draft standard, in-person 

February – March 
2020 

Public consultation on first standard 

April – September 
2020 

Six SSWG meetings 

September 2020 Publication of second draft of revised SFM standard  
Public online seminar on second draft standard 

September - 
October 2020 

Public consultation on second standard 

October – January 
2021 

Four SSWG meetings 

January 2021 Development of the Final Draft version of the revised SFM standard 
January – 
November 2021 

Four SSWG members formally withdraw from the working group without 
signing the final draft, namely: the Centre for Economic Development, 
Transport and the Environment; the Sami Parliament; the Reindeer Herders' 
Association; the Finnish Environment Institute 
The remaining SSWG members sign the final draft standard 

November 2021 Final SSWG meeting 
Determination of consensus on the approval of the Final Draft SFM standard 

January – February 
2022 

Technical editing and layout of Final Draft standard  

February 2022 Approval of the Final Draft standard by PEFC Finland General Assembly in an 
Extraordinary Meeting of members 
Publication of the approved standard 
Application to PEFC International for PEFC assessment and endorsement 

6.2 Documentation and evidence 
PEFC Finland provided well-structured and detailed information on the standard revision process in a 
development report. The development report was supported by evidence in the form of additional 
reference documents provided by PEFC Finland, such as minutes of WG meetings, board minutes, 
letters of invitation, draft documents, compilations of stakeholder comments, etc. Documents 
referenced in the assessment were provided by PEFC Finland translated into English language.  
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6.3 Stakeholder involvement survey 
The stakeholder involvement survey conducted by CK Services amongst stakeholders of the Finnish 
PEFC Certification System confirmed the basic information provided by PEFC Finland on the revision 
process. However, only two of the 80 stakeholders contacted by email responded to the survey.  
Further details on the stakeholder involvement survey conducted by CK Services can be found in 
Annex B of this assessment report.  

6.4 Analysis and conclusion 
Having assessed the documentation and evidence provided by PEFC Finland on the standard revision 
process and considering the outcome of the stakeholder involvement survey, it could be determined 
that the revision process was largely in conformity with the requirements of PEFC ST 1001:2017.  
One minor nonconformity was identified, which concerns PEFC ST 1001: 6.4.2 (balanced 
representation of stakeholders on the working group).  

6.5 Assessment result – Nonconformities 

6.5.1 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2, Process 
Table 9, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2, Process 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.2 The working group shall: (a) have balanced representation and decision-
making by stakeholder categories, relevant to the subject matter and geographical scope of the 
standard, where no single concerned stakeholder group can dominate, nor be dominated in the 
process (…)  

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
SSWG work plan: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-
20201109.pdf 
#18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205, “The development needs of standard work were discussed. 
The ELY pointed out that, in accordance with the international PEFC, “National standards are 
developed in co-operation between different stakeholders, with a balanced representation, ideally 
as defined by the United Nations Agenda 21. The drafting processes must be consensual, open and 
transparent, and no single stakeholder must be in a dominant position - and the process must 
provide ample opportunities for participation.” ELY stated that it would be good to ask for 
feedback on the activities of the standards working group. Non-forestry actors have been in the 
minority and the stakeholder group has lacked significant stakeholders. Although significant 
improvements have been made, in particular to the river basin criteria, the changes are mainly 
legal obligations already in force, in any case to be implemented outside the certified area.” 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 
“The Board of PEFC FI (”PEFC FI_Board_20190307 - PEFC-stakeholders” – file) identified the key 
stakeholder groups and specified their key issues. List of SSWG members according to stakeholder 
categories is included in the attached “Stakeholder Groups of PEFC FI SSWG…” -file.”  
Stakeholder Groups of PEFC FI SSWG (stakeholder groups and number of representatives): 
“Businesses and industry”: 23, “Forest Owners”: 16, “Non-governmental organisations”: 10, 
“Scientific and technological community”: 10, “Workers and trade unions”: 3, “Children and 
Youth”: 2, “Indigenous peoples”: 1 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022: 

The PEFC assessor has counted together the stakeholders of “forest owners” and “businesses and 
industry” resulting in doubts of PEFC FI decision-making model. In the Finnish context these two 
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stakeholder categories do not represent only economic interests, but also other aspects of multi-
purpose forestry. Similarly also the other five stakeholder categories possessed versatile interests 
and aspects. As PEFC FI (point 6.4.2) states: “The activity of the Standard Setting Working Group 
shall be based on the goals set by each participating stakeholder for its own activity and on 
interaction with the other members of the Working Group. The goals of the stakeholders may vary 
across the scope of the standard, depending on which particular aspect or geographical area, for 
example, is being examined.” 
Counted the numbers of stakeholders separately by each of the seven key stakeholder groups, it 
can be concluded that none of them dominated the process on the basis of the number of the 
participating stakeholders. As PEFC FI 1006 standard (point 6.4.2 a) states: “No stakeholder group 
or single stakeholder alone can form a majority opinion, and no stakeholder group or single 
stakeholder shall be excluded from decision-making”.  

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: The 39 representatives of the stakeholder categories “business and industry” and 
“forest owners” on the working group with each representative having a single vote outweighed 
the 26 representatives of the remaining five stakeholder groups. It is not clear how PEFC FI 1006, 
6.4.2 a) “(…) no stakeholder group or single stakeholder alone can form a majority opinion (…)” 
was effectively implemented in practice. Considering furthermore that ELY, the “Centre for 
Economic Development, Transport and the Environment”, a representative of the stakeholder 
group “scientific and technological community” on the working group, explicitly expressed 
concerns with regard to this subject (see reference to minutes above) is an indication that there 
has been at least a perceived imbalance of stakeholder representation in the working group. The 
benchmark requirement can therefore not be seen as met with regard to both, balanced 
representation and decision-making by stakeholder categories 

6.6 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.1 The standardising body shall establish a permanent or temporary working 
group or adjust the composition of an already existing working group based on nominations it 
received. Acceptance and refusal of nominations shall be justified in relation to the requirements 
for balanced representation of the working group, considerations of an appropriate gender 
balance, relevance of the organisation, an individual’s competence, an individual’s relevant 
experience and resources available for standard-setting 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI standard revision report_B 2019-2022, “PEFC Finland announced on 12 March 2019 a call 
for identified stakeholders to participate in a Standard Setting Working Group (SSWG) assigned by 
PEFC Finland to revise the requirements for the management and use of forests in Finland. At the 
same time, the invitation was publicly announced. 
PEFC Finland announced the date of the inaugural meeting (5 June 2019) of the SSWG at the end 
of April, after having received letters of participation from 63 stakeholder organisations covering 
the seven key stakeholder groups identified in PEFC FI 1006:2019.” 
ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “Numerous stakeholder 
representatives have registered with the Standards Working Group, but there are also no 
responses.” 
pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ennatysjoukko-paivittamaan-kestavan-metsanhoidon-
vaatimuksia/  
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pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4n-1.-
kokous-P%C3%B6yt%C3%A4kirja-20190605.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: It is understood that all invited stakeholders that nominated representatives for the 
SSWG were accepted as members of the WG. The benchmark can be considered as met.   

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.   

 
PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 6.4.7 When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue shall be 
resolved using the following methods: 
(a) finding a compromise through discussion and negotiation on the disputed issue within the 
working group (…) 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-
20201109.pdf  
Minutes of SSWG meetings #1-19 
#18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205 “6) Decision on adoption of the final draft - The Chair noted 
that the comments on the second round of the draft standards and the need for changes to the 
criteria within the Standards Working Group had been addressed by the Standards Working Group. 
It was decided to approve the criteria and annexes of the draft standard as well as the introductory 
text as previously discussed at the meeting. It was decided to modify the final draft version to 
reflect the structure of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 standard. (…)  
Approval of minutes of the meeting - It was decided that the minutes of this meeting would be 
approved by e-mail. Following the approval of the minutes, the electronic signing of the final draft 
will be launched. (…) 
The timetable for electronic signatures was discussed. It was stated that the approval of the final 
draft version by electronic signature is expected to be completed by mid-February this year.” 
#19 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20211101, “The Bureau was informed on 8 October 2021 that no further 
discussions would take place. Therefore, no changes are proposed to the draft standard adopted 
by the Standards Working Group on 19 January 2021.” 
List of signatories and withdrawn organisations https://pefc.fi/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 
#4 - Approval of SFM standard - Extract of Board minutes 20220216, “4) Adoption of draft 
standard PEFC EN 1002: 2022 - PEFC FI 1002: 2022 (Requirements for the Sustainable 
Management and Use of Forests) was drafted in 2019-21 by the PEFC Standards Working Group, 
which included 65 organizations at various stages of the work. Of these, four announced in March-
May 2021 that they were leaving the Standards Working Group. During the spring and early 
autumn of 2021, the studies on the possible addition needs of the draft standard and the 
preparations made towards the organizations that did not work [sic] led to further discussions. At 
the last meeting of the Standards Working Group on 1 November 2021, no changes were proposed 
to the draft standard adopted by the Standards Working Group on 19 January 2021. During or 
after the completion of the standard work, there were no cases of complaints or appeals 
concerning the content of the standard or its preparation. (…) The Development Working Group 
has presented to the Board of the Association its assessment that the Standards Working Group 
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has completed its work in accordance with the mandate given to it and that the standard and its 
setting meet the requirements of the PEFC International Standards. At its meeting on February 7, 
2022, the Board of the Association decided to recommend to the Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Association that the English and Finnish versions of the draft standard PEFC FI 1002: 2022 be 
approved.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.   

 

7 Forest Management Standard 

7.1 Analysis and conclusion 
The revised forest management requirements of the Finnish PEFC Certification System are defined in 
PEFC FI 1002:2022. 

The previous version of PEFC FI 1002 had been endorsed by the PEFC Council in 2014 as meeting the 
requirements of its PEFC International Benchmark Standard for sustainable forest management 
published in 2010, PEFC ST 1003:2010.  
The revision of PEFC FI 1002 that took place in the period 2019-2021 focused mainly on aligning the 
standard with the new and revised requirements of PEFC ST 1003:2018, which became PEFC 
International´s Benchmark Standard for sustainable forest management in 2018. Additional aims in 
the revision were to adjust the standard to revised Finnish legislation, experience gained, changed 
stakeholder expectations and latest scientific knowledge.   
The structure of PEFC 1002 was also significantly amended during the revision process, to align it 
with the structure of PEFC ST 1003.  

In addition, an annex with interpretations for selected requirements of PEFC FI 1002 for the 
certification of Christmas tree plantations on forest and agricultural land was added to the document 
and submitted for assessment against PEFC ST 1003, Appendix 1, Guidelines for the interpretation of 
requirements in the case of forest plantations. 

The assessment of PEFC FI 1002 has determined that the forest management standard of the revised 
Finnish PEFC Certification System is largely in conformity with PEFC ST 1003:2018.  
 Three minor nonconformities were identified, namely with PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 (waste disposal and 
emergency procedures for spillages), 8.4.7 (genetically-modified trees) and with Appendix 1 to PEFC 
ST 1003, 8.1.4 (definition of cut-off date addressing the certification of plantations established from 
conversions in the past).    

In addition to these three minor nonconformities the assessment has determined that due to the 
standard´s substantial reliance on national forest related legislation to meet PEFC International 
Sustainability Benchmark requirements, the requirements for Christmas tree plantations are 
currently only suitable for the certification of plantations on forest land. With regard to Christmas 
tree plantations on agricultural land, consultation with PEFC International has clarified that SFM 
certification could be implemented on agricultural land if the system´s national definition of 
forest/forest plantation is met. However, forest related legislation such as for example the Forest Act 
(1093/1996) and Forest Damages Prevention Act (1087/2013) is understood not to be applicable on 
agricultural land. PEFC Finland would need to demonstrate that all PEFC International benchmark 
requirements are addressed not only on forest land, where forest related legislation applies, but also 
agricultural land.    
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7.2 Assessment result – Nonconformities 

7.2.1 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 
Table 10, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1001, 8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land 
shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be collected, stored in designated areas 
and removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spillage of oil or fuel during forest 
management operations shall be prevented. Emergency procedures for the minimization of risk of 
environmental harm arising from the accidental spillage shall be in place.    

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.8 “No waste or litter shall be left in forests as a result of forestry operations 
8.8.1 In connection with forestry operations, no plastic or metal waste or hazardous waste56) shall 
be left in forests.  
Indicators - Litter or waste from forestry operations is not found in site inspections. 

(rc) The general guidelines of forest organizations and organizations managing the gathering of 
non-wood forest products include instructions on the appropriate handling of waste. 
Definitions - 56) Hazardous waste refers to waste grades identified in Annex 4 of the Government 
Decree on Waste (179/2012).”  
PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Waste Act: “Section 72 of the Act prevents littering. No waste or 
discarded machine, device, vehicle, vessel or other object may be abandoned in the environment, 
and no substance may be emitted in a manner which may cause unclean conditions, disfigurement 
of the landscape, a decline in amenities, risk of injury to humans or animals, or any other 
comparable hazard or harm.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Environmental Protection Act: “The Act regulates environmental 
pollution and the related obligations and provisions. The Act requires that operators shall have 
knowledge of the environmental impacts and risks of their operations, and of the management of 
these impacts and risks and ways to reduce adverse impacts (Section 6). The Act obliges operators 
to organise their operations in such a way that environmental pollution can be prevented in 
advance and limited (Section 7). The Act requires a permit to be obtained for activities that pose a 
risk of environmental pollution (Section 27). Among other things, the Act prohibits the polluting of 
groundwater (Section 17) and soil contamination (Section 16).” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: It is not apparent that “emergency procedures for the minimization of risk of 
environmental harm arising from accidental spillage” are required to be in place, as called for by 
the benchmark standard. In addition, the standard addresses waste disposal in the forest only 
within the context of forest operations.  It is not clear, if the benchmark is covered by legislation 
outside of forest operations.   

7.2.2 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, 8.4.7 
Table 11, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, 8.4.7 

PEFC benchmark requirement 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall not be used. 
Note: The restriction on the usage of genetically-modified trees has been adopted by the PEFC 
General Assembly based on the Precautionary Principle. Until enough scientific data on genetically 
modified trees indicates that impacts on human and animal health and the environment are 
equivalent to, or more positive than, those presented by trees genetically improved by traditional 
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methods, no genetically-modified trees will be used.   

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.15.1: “Genetically modified forest reproductive material shall not be used 
8.15.1 Forest cultivation shall not use genetically modified forest reproductive material  or other 
forest reproductive material not approved for use by the competent authority77). 
Indicators - According to information held by the authority controlling the compliance with the Act 
on Trade in Forest Reproductive Material (241/2002), genetically modified forest reproductive 
material has not been used in forest cultivation. 
Definitions - 77) The authority responsible in Finland for controlling the trade in forest 
reproductive material and for approving forest reproductive material is the Finnish Food Agency.” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: It is not entirely certain, if the exclusion of genetically modified material as 
reproductive material in “forest cultivations” is also applicable in case of Christmas tree 
plantations established on agricultural land. Until this is demonstrated the benchmark cannot be 
considered as fully met.   

 

7.2.3 Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, Appendix 1 interpretation for 8.1.4 
Table 12, Nonconformity with PEFC ST 1003, Appendix 1 interpretation for 8.1.4 

PEFC benchmark requirement 

PEFC ST 1001, 8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified 
circumstances where the conversion: (…) 
Appendix 1: The requirement that “forest conversion shall not occur” means that forest 
plantations established by a forest conversion after 31 December 2010 in other than “justified 
circumstances” do not meet the requirement and are not eligible for certification. 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations 
on PEFC FI 1002, 8.10. (“The conservation values of conservation areas shall be safeguarded”), 8.11 
(“The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved”) and 8.12. (“The 
known habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded”): 
“When establishing a Christmas tree or conifer greenery plantation it shall be ensured that the 
area does not contain: 
- habitat types defined in Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act, which a nature conservation 
authority has defined in its decision and which it has notified the landowner about in line with 
Section 30 of the Act, 
- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority 
has defined and notified the site owner about 
- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 
- traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national 
inventory of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about 

- conservation areas or Natura 2000 sites” 
PEFC Finland comment, 18th September 2022: 
“As described in the previous PEFC-Finland response, Christmas tree plantations are a very limited 
issue in the Finnish context. In practice no forest is being cleared specifically because of 
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plantations, although according to our information 60% of Christmas tree plantations are 
cultivated on agricultural land. Christmas tree cultivation takes into consideration all the good 
forestry practices and in addition the Finnish public bodies steer and control land use, which 
makes uncontrolled land use change practically impossible.” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: The plantation requirements do not address this benchmark, e.g. through a cut-off 
date. It is not ensured that plantations established from forest conversion prior to certification 
meet the system´s requirements for conversion of forests to forest plantations.    

7.3 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1003, 8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest 
ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: 
a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and 
forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority;   

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.4 “Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this 
shall be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and 
zoning plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized. (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act “Land use shall be steered by statutory 
land use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies 
whose circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When 
drawing up a plan, the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under 
scrutiny shall be examined to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, 
cultural and other impacts. 
The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the 
authorities and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the 
opportunity to participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling 
trees, are subject to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape 
work is required, for example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in 
some cases, in areas with a local master plan.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and structural diversity 
shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to 
adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation mechanisms. 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.7 “Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 

8.7.1 Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special 
cases55).” 
8.14 “In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a variety of tree 
species and thickets shall be spared 
8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees and dead trees shall 
be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and 
thickets. 
PEFC FI 1002: 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date 
data on nature and forest resources 
6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date 
information on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as 
an estimate of the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning 
shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8 Group Certification Model  

8.1 Analysis and conclusion 
The requirements for group forest management certification of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification 
System are defined in PEFC FI 1001:2022.  

PEFC FI 1001 underwent a major revision by PEFC Finland in 2019 to align it with the new and revised 
requirements for group certification in forest management of PEFC International defined in the PEFC 
International Benchmark Standard PEFC ST 1002:2018, Group Forest Management Certification – 
Requirements published in 2018.  

The assessment of PEFC FI 1001 has identified no nonconformities with PEFC ST 1002:2018. The 
system´s group certification model is in full conformity with PEFC ST 1002:2018. 

8.2 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1002, 4.4.1 The standard requires that all participants shall be subject to the internal 
monitoring and the internal audit programme.   

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: (…) b) Explicit commitment of the 
potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. the forest management 
standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001); 
c) Statement authorizing the regional group entity to implement requirements of the regional 
group certification (PEFC FI 1001) with respect to the participant, to implement and enforce any 
corrective actions, and to initiate suspension or exclusion of the participant from the regional 
certification group; (…)” 
6.6.1 “Scope, objectives and organisation of internal monitoring and auditing 
6.6.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct at least the following internal monitoring and 
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auditing activities concerning the compliance of the whole regional group (covering all its 
participants) with the certification requirements, i.e. the forest management standard (PEFC FI 
1002) and the requirements for group certification (PEFC FI 1001): 
a) Evaluation of the document of admittance (6.3.1); 

b) Evaluation of information from external parties (6.6.2); 
c) Internal audit programme (6.6.3); 
d) Complaints resolution mechanism (6.5.3).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.   

 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
PEFC ST 1002, 9.2.1.2 The standard requires that the internal audit programme shall cover the 
group entity and all group participants. The group entity shall be audited annually. The participants 
may be selected on a sample basis.  

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.1 “The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an 
annual basis. The internal audit programme includes two parts: 
a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 
i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC 
FI 1001) as well as with its own procedures; 
ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 
NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners 
in the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs. 

b) Part 2: Internal audit of forestry operations in the certified area, covering conformity with the 
sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). The forestry operations shall be audited 
on a sample basis.” 

6.6.3.2.2 “The annual Part 1 internal audit shall always include the activities of the regional group 
entity.”  
6.6.3.3.2 “The regional group entity shall define an annual sample of forestry operations carried 
out in the certified area.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

 

9 Chain of Custody Standard and Trademark Use 

9.1 Analysis and conclusion 
The Finnish PEFC Certification System has adopted PEFC International´s chain of custody standard, 
PEFC ST 2002:2020, and trademark rules, PEFC ST 2001:2020, as normative elements of its system 
documentation. 
The system meets PEFC International´s requirements for chain of custody standards and PEFC 
trademark rules. 
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10 Certification and Accreditation Procedures 

10.1 Chain of custody certification 

10.1.1 Analysis and conclusion 
PEFC Finland has adopted PEFC ST 2003:2020 as part of its system documentation.  
The system therefore meets PEFC International´s requirements on certification and accreditation 
procedures for chain of custody certification.   

10.2 Forest management certification 

10.2.1 Analysis and conclusion 
The Finnish PEFC Certification System´s requirements for certification bodies conducting forest 
management are defined in PEFC FI 1005:2022.  
The assessment of PEFC FI 1005 determined that it is fully in conformity with the requirements of 
Annex 6, PEFC TD.  

10.2.2 Assessment result – Selection of Conformities 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement 
Annex 6, PEFC TD, 3.2: Does the scheme documentation require that certification bodies have the 
responsibility to use competent auditors and who have adequate technical know-how on the 
certification process and issues related to forest management certification? 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1005: “5. Qualification Criteria for Auditors 
5.1 Auditors shall fulfil the general criteria for management system auditors defined in ISO 19011. 
5.2 Auditors shall have a good knowledge on the PEFC Finland’s standards with regard to forest 
management. 
5.3 Auditors shall have general knowledge on forest management and its economic, social and 
environmental impacts. The professional expertise in forest management and its environmental 
impacts shall be demonstrated on the basis of appropriate education and/or professional 
experience. 
5.4 Auditors shall have adequate technical know-how on the certification and auditing process.”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.   

 
PEFC benchmark requirement 
Annex 6, PEFC TD, 4: Does the scheme documentation include requirements for usage of 
information from external parties as the audit evidence?  

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 
PEFC FI 1005: 6.2.1.7 “The audit evidence to determine the conformity to the forest management 
standard shall include relevant information from external parties (e.g. government agencies, 
community groups and other organisations, etc.) as appropriate. 
The audit shall, amongst other relevant information, include sufficient consultation with external 
stakeholders to ensure that all relevant issues are identified relating to compliance with the 
requirements of the standard.” 
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.   

   

11 Other Aspects 
An assessment of the revised Finnish PEFC Certification System´s procedures for PEFC scheme 
administration against PEFC GD 1004, Administration of PEFC scheme, covering the notification of 
certification bodies, the issuance of PEFC trademark licenses as well as complaints and dispute 
resolution procedures, has not been included in the scope of this assessment and is expected to be 
carried out by PEFC International.  
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Annex A: PEFC Standard and System Requirements Checklist 

PEFC Checklist - Standard Setting Procedures and Process (PEFC ST 1001:2017) 
PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 

basis* 
YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Standardising Body 

5.1.1 The standardising body shall have written procedures for standard-setting activities describing: 

 

(a) its legal status and organisational 
structure, including a body responsible for 
consensus-building (working group, refer to 
6.4) and procedures for formal adoption of 
the standard (refer to 7.1),  

Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapters 5.1.1a, 6.4 and 7.1 

“5.1 Standard setting procedures 

5.1.1 The Finnish Forest Certification Council (henceforth, ’PEFC Finland’) shall have written procedures on 
standard setting, describing: 

a) PEFC Finland and its legal status, the Working Group that elaborates the standard on the sustainable 
management and use of forests (section 6.4) and procedures for the formal approval of the standard (section 
7.1);” 

“6.4 Requirements for the Standard setting Working Group (…)” 

“7.1 Formal approval of the standard 

PEFC Finland shall formally approve the standard when there is evidence of consensus regarding the substance 
of the standard among the Standard Setting Working Group.” 

https://www.ytj.fi/en/index.html - Business ID 1605950-9   

pefc.fi By-laws: http://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-Suomen-s%C3%A4%C3%A4nn%C3%B6t.pdf : 

“Rules of the Association Section 1 Name and domicile The name of the association is Suomen Metsäsertifiointi 
ry, Finlands Skogscertifiering rf and its domicile is Helsinki. The following unofficial abbreviations can be used for 
the association: PEFC Finland, PEFC Finland and PEFC Finland. The unofficial name of the association in English is 
the Finnish Forest Certification Council. The unofficial name of the association in German is Der Finnische 

https://www.ytj.fi/en/index.html
http://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-Suomen-s%C3%A4%C3%A4nn%C3%B6t.pdf
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Waldzertifizierungsrat.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Comment: The translation of PEFC Finland´s bylaws into English needs to be provided by Finland before the 
end of the assessment process, like the translation of all other documents that are referred to in this 
assessment checklist. All these documents have to be available in English after the assessment for PEFC 
International staff, board and stakeholders.   

(b) procedures for keeping documented 
information,  

Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2 

“5.2 Documented information 

5.2.1 PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting and review processes, 
which shall include: (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(c) procedures for balanced representation 
of stakeholders,  

Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapters 4, 5.1.1c and 6.4 

“4. Principles of standard setting - The standard setting process is governed by the key principles of: (…) • 
Balanced representation – No single stakeholder group shall dominate or be dominated in the process. While 
each party shall be free to decide whether to participate, the standardising body shall strive to ensure the 
representation of all relevant stakeholder groups and to pay attention to gender equality in the Working Group. 
(…)” 

“5.1.1 The Finnish Forest Certification Council (henceforth, ’PEFC Finland’) shall have written procedures on 
standard setting, describing: (…) c) Procedures for ensuring the balanced representation of stakeholders;” 

“6.4.2 The following shall apply to the Standard Setting Working Group: 

a) The activity of the Standard Setting Working Group shall be based on the goals set by each participating 
stakeholder for its own activity and on interaction with the other members of the Working Group. The goals of 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

the stakeholders may vary across the scope of the standard, depending on which particular aspect or 
geographical area, for example, is being examined. 

When making decisions and eventually voting about decisions, each stakeholder shall have an equal opportunity 
to affect the outcome. No stakeholder group or single stakeholder alone can form a majority opinion, and no 
stakeholder group or single stakeholder shall be excluded from decision-making. (…) 

6.4.3 PEFC Finland shall strive to include as wide a range of stakeholders as possible in the work of the Standard 
Setting Working Group (see 6.2) and to ensure a representation base as broad as possible 

PEFC Finland shall strive to have each major stakeholder group and all key stakeholders represented in the 
Standard Setting Working Group. 

If a stakeholder group is not represented in the Standard Setting Working Group or if it has not been possible to 
include all key stakeholders in the Working Group, PEFC Finland shall strive to complement the expertise of the 
Working Group as regards the issues most important for the stakeholder in question, by inviting experts for 
consultation to the Working Group, for example.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  
(d) the standard-setting process,  Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapters 5.1.1d and 6 

“5.1.1 The Finnish Forest Certification Council (henceforth, ’PEFC Finland’) shall have written procedures on 
standard setting, describing: (…) d) The standard setting process;” 

“6. Standard setting process (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(e) the mechanism for reaching consensus, 
and  

 

Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapters 5.1.1e and 6.4.5 

“5.1.1 The Finnish Forest Certification Council (henceforth, ’PEFC Finland’) shall have written procedures on 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

standard setting, describing: (…) e) The mechanism for reaching consensus;” 

“6.4.5 The decision of the Working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval shall be taken on the 
basis of consensus. 

To determine whether there is consensus or sustained opposition, several practices conventionally used in 
meetings, including voting, can be used: (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(f) review and revision of 
standard(s)/normative document(s).  

 

Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapters 5.1.1f., 6 and 8  

“5.1.1 The Finnish Forest Certification Council (henceforth, ’PEFC Finland’) shall have written procedures on 
standard setting, describing: (…) f) The review and revision of the standard.” 

“6. Standard setting process (…)” 

“8. Periodic review of the standard (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.1.2 The standardising body shall make its 
standard-setting procedures publicly 
available and shall review its standard-
setting procedures regularly. The review 
shall consider feedback from stakeholders. 

Procedures YES 

 
PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapters 3.3, 4, 5.1.2 

“3.3. Publicly available - Accessible to the general public in different forms, free of charge and without specific 
request. 

NOTE 1: If information is only available on request, this shall be indicated in the document itself. 

NOTE 2: Special solutions may be needed to ensure the availability of information to special groups; e.g., 
providing hard copies to stakeholders with no access to electronic media.” 

“4. Principles of standard setting - The standard setting process is governed by the key principles of: (…) 
Transparency – Relevant documents shall be publicly available, so that those interested shall be able to follow 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

developments during and after the process.” 

“5.1.2 PEFC Finland shall make the procedures of standard setting publicly available and shall review them at set 
intervals. The review shall take into account feedback from stakeholders.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
Process YES The standard setting procedures are and were publicly available at PEFC Finland´s website: 

https://pefc.fi/palvelut/standardit/ 

Standard revision report, “3.1 Approval of PEFC FI 1006 standard and initiation of SFM Standard Setting process 

PEFC Finland decided in February 2019 to start a revision of the PEFC FI SFM standard on the basis of needs 
identified in the Gap Analysis. The PEFC FI 1006:2019 standard was revised to guide the SFM standard setting 
process.” 

ENG #1 - Gap analyses – Extract of Board minutes 20190128, “It was decided that in February 2019 the 
development team would prepare the revised content of the PEFC FI 1006 standard for the association's board 
to consider and approve. Due to schedule objectives, the Board's decision may be made at a meeting by e-mail.” 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430 “To the feedback tool mentioned in the 
invitation letter of the Standards Working Group https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ is not comments on the intended 
scope of the standard and not on the standardization process (content of PEFC FI 1006:2019). Therefore, there 
is no feedback on the basis of which the description of the scope of the work of the standards working group 
and the content of the PEFC FI 1006: 2019 standard should be re-evaluated / further prepared by the 
association.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.2.1 The standardising body shall keep documented information relevant to the standard-setting and review process. Evidence of compliance with the requirements of this standard 
and the standardising body’s own procedures includes: 

(a) Standard-setting procedures,  Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: a) Procedures of standard setting” 

https://pefc.fi/palvelut/standardit/
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

 Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

Process YES The standard setting procedures are and were publicly available at PEFC Finland´s website: 
https://pefc.fi/palvelut/standardit/ 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

(b) Stakeholder identification mapping,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) b) Stakeholder mapping” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307, “Organizations invited to the Standards 
Working Group - A draft list of organizations to be invited to the Standards Working Group was discussed, which 
included the organizations invited to work in 2013 and the additions submitted by the PEFC member 
organizations. - The list of invitees was supplemented e.g. for higher education institutions. It was decided that 
invitations to the PEFC Standards Working Group would be sent to a number of organizations in accordance 
with the stakeholder survey set out in Annex 1. The Standards Working Group may supplement its membership 
during its work. (…) 

Annex 1. Organizations to be invited to the PEFC Standards Working Group and the stakeholder body that the 
organization is considered to be primarily representing.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

(c) Contacted and/or invited stakeholders,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) c) Stakeholders invited to the Standard Setting Working Group” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

https://pefc.fi/palvelut/standardit/
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307, “Letter of invitation to participate in the 
PEFC Standards Working Group - The invitation to participate in the standards working group prepared by the 
development working group presented in the meeting material was discussed. It was decided that the invitation 
and the list of invitees would be delivered by letter and as an attachment to the email. Where necessary, 
personal e-mails will ensure that organizations acknowledge receipt of the letter of invitation.” 

Invitation to review PEFC forest certification requirementsENG, “Invitation to review PEFC forest certification 
requirements sustainable management and use of forests (…)” At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - 
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4%C3%A4n-kutsutut-
organisaatiot-1203.pdf 

Contact information of the identified and invited stakeholders in Invited to the WG Contact information of the 
PEFC FI 2019_en.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(d) Stakeholders involved in standard-
setting activities including participants in 
each working group meeting,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) d) Stakeholders involved in standard setting activities, including 
attendance at each working group meeting,” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES See https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Minutes of SSWG meetings #1-#19 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(e) Feedback received and a synopsis of 
how feedback was addressed,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) 

e) Feedback received and a summary of how it was addressed” 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4%C3%A4n-kutsutut-organisaatiot-1203.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4%C3%A4n-kutsutut-organisaatiot-1203.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES See https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ Summary of comments from the first public consultation on the PEFC criteria 
(17 February - 17 March 2020), Summary of comments on the second round of public consultation on the PEFC 
criteria (23 September - 22 October 2020 (Original versions online in Finnish) 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met 

(f) All drafts and final versions of the 
standard,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) f) All drafts and final versions of the standard” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES At: https://pefc.fi/standardityo/  

1) https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_1_kommenttikierros_20200217.pdf  

2) https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_2.pdf  

3) https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Lopullinen-standardiluonnos_HLS-20210210.pdf  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(g) Outcomes from working group 
considerations,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) g) Outcomes from Working Group considerations” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Minutes of SSWG meetings #1-#19 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_1_kommenttikierros_20200217.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_2.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Lopullinen-standardiluonnos_HLS-20210210.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(h) Evidence of consensus on the final 
version of the standard(s),  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) h) Evidence of consensus on the final version of the standard” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Minutes of SSWG meetings #18 and #19  

#18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205 “6) Decision on adoption of the final draft - The Chair noted that the 
comments on the second round of the draft standards and the need for changes to the criteria within the 
Standards Working Group had been addressed by the Standards Working Group. It was decided to approve the 
criteria and annexes of the draft standard as well as the introductory text as previously discussed at the 
meeting. It was decided to modify the final draft version to reflect the structure of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 
standard. (…)  

Approval of minutes of the meeting - It was decided that the minutes of this meeting would be approved by e-
mail. Following the approval of the minutes, the electronic signing of the final draft will be launched. (…) 

The timetable for electronic signatures was discussed. It was stated that the approval of the final draft version 
by electronic signature is expected to be completed by mid-February this year.” 

#19 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20211101, “The Bureau was informed on 8 October 2021 that no further discussions 
would take place. Therefore, no changes are proposed to the draft standard adopted by the Standards Working 
Group on 19 January 2021.” 

List of signatories and withdrawn organisations https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-
standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(i) Evidence relating to the review process, 
and  

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) i) Evidence relating to the review process” 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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 Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128 

ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(j) Final approval by the standardising body.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information relevant to the to standard setting 
and review processes, which shall include: (…) j) Final approval by PEFC Finland.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES 
ENG #4 - Approval of SFM standard - Extract of Board minutes 20220216, “4) Adoption of draft standard PEFC 
EN 1002: 2022 - PEFC FI 1002: 2022 (Requirements for the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests) was 
drafted in 2019-21 by the PEFC Standards Working Group, which included 65 organizations at various stages of 
the work. Of these, four announced in March-May 2021 that they were leaving the Standards Working Group. 
During the spring and early autumn of 2021, the studies on the possible addition needs of the draft standard 
and the preparations made towards the organizations that did not work [sic] led to further discussions. At the 
last meeting of the Standards Working Group on 1 November 2021, no changes were proposed to the draft 
standard adopted by the Standards Working Group on 19 January 2021. During or after the completion of the 
standard work, there were no cases of complaints or appeals concerning the content of the standard or its 
preparation. (…) The Development Working Group has presented to the Board of the Association its assessment 
that the Standards Working Group has completed its work in accordance with the mandate given to it and that 
the standard and its setting meet the requirements of the PEFC International Standards. At its meeting on 
February 7, 2022, the Board of the Association decided to recommend to the Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Association that the English and Finnish versions of the draft standard PEFC FI 1002: 2022 be approved.” 
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PEFC FI 1002:2022, page 2: 

“Document name: Sustainable forest management - Requirements 

Document title: PEFC FI 1002:2022 

Approved by: PEFC Finland – Finnish Forest Certification Council 

Approval date: 16 February 2022” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.2.2 Documented information shall be kept 
until completion of the next review or 
revision of the standard to which they refer. 
Otherwise the documented information 
must be kept for a minimum of five years 
after publication of the standard. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.2 “PEFC Finland shall keep documented information concerning standard setting and 
other records, until the completion of the next review or revision of the standard. All documented information 
shall be kept for a minimum of five years from the date of publication of the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC Finland has provided the documentation on the standard revision process as evidence for this assessment 
and it is understood that it will be kept until the next revision process.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

5.2.3 Documented information shall be 
available to interested parties upon request. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.2.3 “Documented information shall be obtainable on request from the PEFC Finland 
office.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES As required by PEFC FI 1006, 5.2.3, the documented information is obtainable on request from the PEFC Finland 
office. 
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is 

5.3.1 The standardising body shall establish procedure(s) for dealing with any substantial and process complaints and appeals relating to its standard-setting activities. It must make 
procedure(s) accessible to stakeholders. Upon receipt of a complaint or appeal, the standardising body shall: 

(a) acknowledge receipt of the complaint or 
appeal to the complainant, 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.3 “Handling of complaints and appeals 

5.3.1 Complaints concerning the substance of the standard or procedures related to standard setting, as well as 
appeals, shall be handled by a panel consisting of a chairperson and two members. 

PEFC Finland shall appoint an independent chairman for the panel. The parties in a dispute or appeal shall each 
appoint one member to the panel to handle that specific case.  

A written request to resolve a dispute or complaint shall be addressed to the General Secretary of PEFC Finland, 
who shall respond to enquiries concerning the handling of disputes or complaints and deliver the related 
material immediately to the chairperson of the panel, who shall without delay initiate the appropriate 
procedure in the matter. The contact information of PEFC Finland’s General Secretary is found on PEFC Finland’s 
website at pefc.fi. 

On having received a complaint or an appeal, PEFC Finland shall: 

a) Acknowledge receipt of the complaint/appeal to the party sending it;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES According to PEFC Finland no complaints or appeals relating to its standard-setting activities were submitted.  

Neither working group minutes nor responses to the stakeholder involvement survey conducted by the assessor 
do not contradict this statement.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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(b) gather and verify all necessary 
information to validate the complaint or 
appeal, evaluate the subject matter of the 
complaint or appeal impartially and 
objectively, and make a decision regarding 
the complaint or appeal,  

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.3 “(…)b) Gather and verify all information necessary for validating the complaint or appeal, 
evaluate the substance impartially and objectively, and make a decision on the complaint or appeal;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES According to PEFC Finland no complaints or appeals relating to its standard-setting activities were submitted.  

Neither working group minutes nor responses to the stakeholder involvement survey conducted by the assessor 
do not contradict this statement.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

(c) formally communicate the decision on 
the complaint or appeal to the complainant 
and describe the handling process.  

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.3 “(…) c) Formally communicate the decision on the complaint or appeal to the 
complainant/appealant and describe the handling process.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES According to PEFC Finland no complaints or appeals relating to its standard-setting activities were submitted.  

Neither working group minutes nor responses to the stakeholder involvement survey conducted by the assessor 
do not contradict this statement.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.3.2 The standardising body shall establish 
at least one contact point for enquiries, 
complaints and appeals relating to its 
standard-setting activities. The contact 
point shall be easy to access and readily 
available. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 5.3.2 “Enquiries concerning the standard setting and complaints and appeal shall be 
answered by the General Secretary of PEFC Finland, whose contact information shall be found on the website 
pefc.fi.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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Process YES The contact information of PEFC Finland was and is publicly available on its website and in its publications.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Standard-setting process 

6.1.1 For the creation of a new standard, the standardising body shall develop a proposal including: 

 

(a) the scope of the standard,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.1 “Standard proposal 

6.1.1 For the creation of a new standard, PEFC Finland shall draft a proposal including the following: 

a) Scope of the standard;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES No new forest management or chain of custody standard was developed during the revision process.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is not applicable. 

 

(b) a justification of the need for the 
standard,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.1.1 “(…) b) Justification of the need for the standard;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES No new forest management or chain of custody standard was developed during the revision process.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is not applicable. 
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(c) a clear description of the intended 
outcomes  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.1.1 “(…) c) Description of the intended outcomes;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES No new forest management or chain of custody standard was developed during the revision process.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is not applicable.  

(d) a risk assessment of potential negative 
impacts arising from implementing the 
standard, such as  

• factors that could affect the achievement 
of the outcomes negatively,  

• unintended consequences of 
implementation,  

• actions to address the identified risks, and 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.1.1 “(…) d) Risk assessment on the possible negative impact of implementing the 
standard;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES No new forest management or chain of custody standard was developed during the revision process.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is not applicable. 

(e) a description of the stages of standard 
development and their expected timetable.  

 

NOTE Guidance for development of a 
proposal and justification is given in ISO 
Directives, Part 1, Annex C and Annex SL 
(Appendix 1). 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.1.1 “(…) e) Description of the stages of standard development and the expected timetable” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES No new forest management or chain of custody standard was developed during the revision process.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is not applicable.  

6.1.2 For the revision of a standard the 
proposal shall cover at least (a) and (e) of 
clause 6.1.1. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019 6.1.2 “A proposal to revise the standard shall include, at a minimum, the information 
mentioned in sections 6.1.1. (a) and 6.1.1. (e)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES 
Invitation to review PEFC forest certification requirements sustainable management and use of forests: “The 
task of the standards working group is to check the content of the Finnish PEFC criteria and ensure that they 
comply with the international requirements of PEFC. The work covers the full scope of PEFC's international 
forest management standard PEFC ST 1003: 2018, including non-forest trees (Trees Outside Forests - TOF). 

The Standards Working Group will begin its work in May-June 2019 at a time to be specified. One year has been 
set aside for the work. During its work, the working group may supplement its membership and consult 
experts.”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.2.1 The standardising body shall identify 
stakeholders relevant to the objectives and 
scope of the standard-setting activities by 
means of a stakeholder identification 
mapping exercise. It shall define which 
stakeholder groups are relevant to the 
subject matter and why. For each 
stakeholder group the standardising body 
shall identify the likely key issues, key 
stakeholders, and which means of 
communication would be best to reach 
them. 

Procedures NO PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall identify stakeholders relevant to the objectives and scope of the 
standard setting activity. PEFC Finland shall determine the stakeholders relevant to the subject matter and 
present the arguments used. PEFC Finland shall identify the likely key issues for each stakeholder group, the key 
stakeholders and the most effective means of communication for reaching them.” 

“6.2.2 As regards the elaboration of the standard for the sustainable management and use of forests, the key 
stakeholder groups in Finland are: - Forest owners, - Businesses and industry, - Children and youth, - Indigenous 
peoples, - Non-governmental organisations, - The scientific and technological community, and - Workers and 
trade unions.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

PEFC Finland identified relevant stakeholders and means of communication to reach them. PEFC FI has kept 
active contact with all potential stakeholders between the national SFM revisions. PEFC FI also contacted 
stakeholders who did not participate in the PEFC FI revision process 2013-14 reminding about the possibility to 
participate PEFC’s international SFM revision process. PEFC FI actively discussed the identification of 
stakeholders in its Development Group meeting on 27.2.2019. This formed the basis for the list of invitees. 

The Board of PEFC FI (”PEFC FI_Board_20190307 - PEFC-stakeholders” – file) identified the key stakeholder 
groups and defined the concept of “key stakeholders”. For example, a wide range of organizations participated 
in the NGO category. Some of the stakeholders in this category were contacted separately in order to involve 
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abroad spectrum of stakeholders who had different key issues in their work. Not all of the invited stakeholders 
either did not respond or did not accept the invitation. During spring 2019 PEFC Finland contacted several 
stakeholders not only by email but also by phone to see if further discussions are needed for any stakeholders’ 
participation and to get a concrete answer from the stakeholders to the PEFC invitation. Based on the 
correspondence, it became evident that for some of the invited organizations participation in PEFC FI process 
was not an option. 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022: 

As explained in PEFC Finland's earlier response, the standardization body defined key stakeholders. Key 
stakeholders within stakeholder groups were not defined specifically in advance, because PEFC Finland aimed at 
incorporating as comprehensive representation of stakeholders as possible in the standard setting process. PEFC 
Finland considered that during the process concrete actions to include stakeholders in the PEFC process shall be 
taken, and concrete stakeholder-specific key questions shall be determined only based on the initial responses 
to the SSWG invitation. An analysis of the initial responses offered PEFC Finland a selection of key stakeholders 
whose capacities to participate PEFC FI process was studied in details. Examples of actions to incorporate key 
stakeholders to the PEFC process were personal contacts, discussions and sharing of documents during the 
comment periods. As explained earlier, such actions materialised during the PEFC process. 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: For SFM standards PEFC FI 1006 predefines rather broad groups of key stakeholders instead of 
requiring the definition of key stakeholders within a stakeholder group as required by the benchmark. While this 
approach is understandable in the view of the assessor, especially if important stakeholders refuse to 
participate in the standard setting/revision work, it might also lead to the standardising body not putting much 
effort into trying to get said important stakeholders to participate in the process. This would seem to contradict 
the intent of the benchmark, in the view of the assessor. Having considered PEFC Finland´s responses 
elaborating on the rationale for this approach, the assessor remains of the view that the benchmark cannot be 
considered as fully met with regard to the identification of specific key stakeholders within broader stakeholder 
groups as required by the benchmark.     

Process YES  ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, Annex 1. Stakeholder definitions “Key 
stakeholders and the most effective means of communication to reach them - Stakeholders were invited by 
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letter and e-mail to participate in the Standard Working Group on the Sustainable Management and Use of 
Forests. To the extent that the stakeholders did not submit their response to the invitation to participate by 
letter or email within the deadline specified by PEFC Finland, it was ensured that the contact details of the 
invited persons were correct and the invitation and attached materials were resubmitted.” 

PEFC FI standard revision report_B 2019-2022 20220224, “PEFC Finland announced the date of the inaugural 
meeting (5 June 2019) of the SSWG at the end of April, after having received letters of participation from 63 
stakeholder organisations covering the seven key stakeholder groups identified in PEFC FI 1006:2019.” 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “Stakeholders registered in the PEFC 
Standards Working Group - Numerous stakeholder representatives have registered with the Standards Working 
Group, but there are also no responses. It was decided that communication on the possibility of participating in 
standard work and activities to involve strategically important organizations / stakeholders in the standard 
working group will continue. (…)” 

Annex 1. Stakeholder definitions (…) “2) Identification of specific stakeholders and definitions of their 
involvement (…)  

b) Key stakeholders - PEFC Finland requires that the standard working group include representation from all 
stakeholders identified as relevant in the stakeholder survey. Stakeholders have the opportunity to influence 
the outcome of the standard work by participating in the work of the standard working group and providing 
comments during the public consultation on the draft standard. If a stakeholder group in the field of sustainable 
forest management and use states that it is not able to participate due to the standard working group's meeting 
practices or other organization, PEFC Finland will find out whether other organizations belonging to the same 
stakeholder group also participate in the standard working group and the organization that reported the 
restrictions on participation.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

The above explained procedure was implemented through the following process: Organizations were 
categorized according to the key groups to ensure balanced and equal representation (Stakeholder Groups of 
PEFC FI SSWG in 2019-21 ENG.docx). A wide range of organizations participated in the NGO category. Some of 
the stakeholders in this category were contacted separately in order to involve as wide spectrum different key 
issues in the standard setting process. Serious attempts were made to bring onboard also the stakeholders who 
declined the invitation or did not respond to it. To note, Finland has a long history of previous standard 
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processes. During and on the basis of them, relevant stakeholders have already been identified. In addition, 
potential new key stakeholders who should be invited to the process were actively identified and approached. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The approach taken by PEFC Finland in practice with regard to meeting the requirements of this 
benchmark, including concerning the identification of key stakeholders, can be considered as essentially 
meeting the benchmark requirement.   

6.2.2 Identification of stakeholder groups 
shall be based on nine major stakeholder 
groups as defined by Agenda 21 of the 
United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1992. At least the following groups shall 
be included in the stakeholder mapping: 

• forest owners,  

• business and industry,  

• indigenous people,  

• non-government organisations,  

• scientific and technological community,  

• workers and trade unions.  

 

Other groups shall be added if relevant to 
the scope of standard-setting activities.  

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.2.2 “As regards the elaboration of the standard for the sustainable management and use 
of forests, the key stakeholder groups in Finland are: 

- Forest owners, 

- Businesses and industry, 

- Children and youth, 

- Indigenous peoples, 

- Non-governmental organisations, 

- The scientific and technological community, and 

- Workers and trade unions. 

NOTE 1: The list drawn up for Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) consists of the following nine major stakeholder groups: (i) businesses and industry, (ii) children and 
youth, (iii) forest owners, (iv) indigenous peoples, (v) local authorities, (vi) non-governmental organisations, (vii) 
scientific and technological community, (viii) women and (ix) workers and trade unions.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  
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NOTE The full list of nine major stakeholder 
groups defined by Agenda 21 of the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development consists of: (i) business and 
industry, (ii) children and youth, (iii) forest 
owners, (iv) indigenous peoples, (v) local 
authorities, (vi) non-government 
organisations, (vii) scientific and 
technological community, (viii) women, and 
(ix) workers and trade unions. 

Process YES 
ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: All stakeholder groups required were included in the stakeholder mapping.  

6.2.3 The standardising body shall identify 
disadvantaged stakeholders and key 
stakeholders and address any constraints 
to their participation in standard-setting 
activities.  

 

NOTE A stakeholder can be both a 
disadvantaged and a key stakeholder at the 
same time. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.2.3 “PEFC Finland shall identify disadvantaged stakeholders and key stakeholders, and 
address any constraints to their participation in standard setting activities. 

NOTE 1: A stakeholder can be both a disadvantaged and a key stakeholder at the same time.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES 
ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “Stakeholders registered in the PEFC 
Standards Working Group - Numerous stakeholder representatives have registered with the Standards Working 
Group, but there are also no responses. It was decided that communication on the possibility of participating in 
standard work and activities to involve strategically important organizations / stakeholders in the standard 
working group will continue. (…)” 

Annex 1. Stakeholder definitions (…) “2) Identification of specific stakeholders and definitions of their 
involvement (…)  

a) Stakeholders at disadvantage - Stakeholders who operate geographically far away, with difficult transport 
connections or expensive connections from Helsinki, where the Standards Working Group meets, may be at a 
disadvantage in terms of opportunities to participate. In order to alleviate possible restrictions on participation, 
the possibility of remote participation in the meetings of the Standard Working Group will be provided, and 
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guidance will be provided if necessary. If necessary, PEFC Finland is preparing to negotiate the reimbursement 
of travel expenses for representatives of organizations operating in Northern Finland at meetings where the 
personal presence of stakeholder representatives is required. Stakeholders who do not use the Finnish language 
in their activities may also be at a disadvantage in terms of opportunities to participate. In order to alleviate 
possible restrictions, PEFC Finland is preparing to explore the possibility of organizing a working group 
interpretation into Swedish, which is one of the official languages of Finland. 

b) Key stakeholders - PEFC Finland requires that the standard working group include representation from all 
stakeholders identified as relevant in the stakeholder survey. Stakeholders have the opportunity to influence 
the outcome of the standard work by participating in the work of the standard working group and providing 
comments during the public consultation on the draft standard. If a stakeholder group in the field of sustainable 
forest management and use states that it is not able to participate due to the standard working group's meeting 
practices or other organization, PEFC Finland will find out whether other organizations belonging to the same 
stakeholder group also participate in the standard working group and the organization that reported the 
restrictions on participation.” 

Invitation to review PEFC forest certification requirementsENG, “PEFC Finland seeks to ensure opportunities for 
stakeholders who are disadvantaged in terms of participating in the development of the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

6.3.1 The standardising body shall make a 
public announcement of the start of the 
standard-setting process and include an 
invitation to stakeholders to participate in 
the process. The announcement shall be 
made in a timely manner through suitable 
media, as appropriate, to give stakeholders 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: chapter 6.3.1 “PEFC Finland shall make a public announcement of the start of the standard 
setting or review process and invite stakeholders to participate in the process. PEFC Finland shall make the 
announcement and send the invitation to all stakeholders identified in the stakeholder mapping exercise, not 
later than four weeks before the first meeting of the Standard Setting Working Group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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an opportunity for meaningful 
contributions.  

 

NOTE 1 In a timely manner means (at the 
latest) four weeks before the first standard-
setting activity is scheduled to occur. 

  

NOTE 2 Through suitable media means at 
least through the standardising body’s 
website and by email and/or letter to 
identified stakeholders. Other media 
includes press releases, news articles, 
features in trade-press, information sent to 
branch organisations, social media, digital 
media, etc. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf  

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/suomen-pefc-kriteerien-tarkistustyo-kaynnistyy/  

Articles in several magazines, such as: https://www.metsalehti.fi/uutiset/pefc-sertifiointia-paivitetaan-tyo-
alkaa-loppukevaasta/#1a130132  

#3 – Feedback received… (Standardityöryhmän työtä koskevat suunnitelmat) / Extract from Minutes of PEFC 
Finland’s Board meeting (30 April 2019) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.1 The announcement and invitation shall include: 

(a) overview of the standard-setting 
process,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.3.1 “The announcement and invitation shall include: a) Overview of the standard setting 
process” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met 

(b) access to the proposal for the standard 
(refer to 6.1),  

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.3.1 “The announcement and invitation shall include: (…) b) Information of the standard 
proposal (see 6.1)” 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/suomen-pefc-kriteerien-tarkistustyo-kaynnistyy/
https://www.metsalehti.fi/uutiset/pefc-sertifiointia-paivitetaan-tyo-alkaa-loppukevaasta/#1a130132
https://www.metsalehti.fi/uutiset/pefc-sertifiointia-paivitetaan-tyo-alkaa-loppukevaasta/#1a130132
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
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 Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met 

(c) information about opportunities for 
stakeholders to participate in the process,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.3.1 “The announcement and invitation shall include: (…) 

c) Information of the opportunities for stakeholder participation;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met 

(d) requests to stakeholders to nominate 
their representative(s) or themselves to the 
working group (refer to 6.4). The request to 
disadvantaged stakeholders and key 
stakeholders shall be made in a manner that 
ensures that the information reaches 
intended recipients and in a format that is 
easy to understand,  

 

Procedures YES 6.3.1 “The announcement and invitation shall include: (…) d) Request to stakeholders to nominate a 
representative to the Standard Setting Working Group (see 6.4). For disadvantaged stakeholders and key 
stakeholders, the request shall be conveyed in a manner that ensures its reaching the intended recipients and in 
a format that is easy to understand,” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf 

Individual invitation letters/emails to 80 stakeholder organisations available from PEFC Finland 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “To the extent that the stakeholders did not 
submit their response to the invitation to participate by letter or email within the deadline specified by PEFC 
Finland, it was ensured that the contact details of the invited persons were correct and the invitation and 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
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basis* 

YES 
/N
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

attached materials were resubmitted.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(e) explicit invitation and clear instruction 
on how to submit feedback on the scope 
and standard-setting process, and  

 

Procedures YES 6.3.1 “The announcement and invitation shall include: (…) e) Invitation to participate in the Standard Setting 
Working Group and instruction on how to send feedback on the scope and setting process of the standard” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

(f) access to the standard-setting 
procedures.  

 

Procedures YES 6.3.1 “The announcement and invitation shall include: (…) f) Access to standard PEFC FI 1006:2019, which 
describes the standard setting process.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.2 The standardising body shall review 
the standard-setting process based on 
feedback received in response to the public 
announcement. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.3.2 “PEFC Finland shall review the standard setting process on the basis of the response to 
the public announcement.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “To the feedback tool mentioned in the 
invitation letter of the Standards Working Group https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ is not comments on the intended 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Kutsu-standardity%C3%B6h%C3%B6n.pdf
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

scope of the standard and not on the standardization process (content of PEFC FI 1006:2019). Therefore, there 
is no feedback on the basis of which the description of the scope of the work of the standards working group 
and the content of the PEFC FI 1006: 2019 standard should be re-evaluated / further prepared by the 
association.” 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/anna-palautetta  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.4.1 The standardising body shall establish 
a permanent or temporary working group 
or adjust the composition of an already 
existing working group based on 
nominations it received. Acceptance and 
refusal of nominations shall be justified in 
relation to the requirements for balanced 
representation of the working group, 
considerations of an appropriate gender 
balance, relevance of the organisation, an 
individual’s competence, an individual’s 
relevant experience and resources available 
for standard-setting. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.1 “The starting point of PEFC Finland shall be to provide all stakeholders interested in the 
sustainable management and use of forests an equal opportunity to participate in the Standard Setting working 
Group. 

Those entitled to participate in the Standard Setting Working Group shall include all stakeholders identified in 
the stakeholder mapping exercise and who have communicated their intention to participate. During its activity, 
the Working Group shall be entitled to complement its membership.  

The Standard Setting Working Group shall have a representation from stakeholder groups identified as relevant 
in the stakeholder mapping exercise (see 6.2.2). The participation of several stakeholder groups shall ensure 
that no single stakeholder group can dominate. 

Each stakeholder shall decide independently whether to participate and shall nominate a representative to the 
Standard Setting working Group. (…)” 

6.4.3 “PEFC Finland shall strive to include as wide a range of stakeholders as possible in the work of the 
Standard Setting Working Group (see 6.2) and to ensure a representation base as broad as possible 

PEFC Finland shall strive to have each major stakeholder group and all key stakeholders represented in the 
Standard Setting Working Group. 

If a stakeholder group is not represented in the Standard Setting Working Group or if it has not been possible to 
include all key stakeholders in the Working Group, PEFC Finland shall strive to complement the expertise of the 
Working Group as regards the issues most important for the stakeholder in question, by inviting experts for 
consultation to the Working Group, for example.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/anna-palautetta
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Justification: The benchmark requirement is essentially addressed.  

Process YES PEFC FI standard revision report_B 2019-2022, “PEFC Finland announced on 12 March 2019 a call for identified 
stakeholders to participate in a Standard Setting Working Group (SSWG) assigned by PEFC Finland to revise the 
requirements for the management and use of forests in Finland. At the same time, the invitation was publicly 
announced. 

PEFC Finland announced the date of the inaugural meeting (5 June 2019) of the SSWG at the end of April, after 
having received letters of participation from 63 stakeholder organisations covering the seven key stakeholder 
groups identified in PEFC FI 1006:2019.” 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “Numerous stakeholder representatives have 
registered with the Standards Working Group, but there are also no responses.” 

pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ennatysjoukko-paivittamaan-kestavan-metsanhoidon-vaatimuksia/  

pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4n-1.-kokous-
P%C3%B6yt%C3%A4kirja-20190605.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: It is understood that all invited stakeholders that nominated representatives for the SSWG were 
accepted as members of the WG. The benchmark can be considered as met.  

6.4.2 The working group shall: 

(a) have balanced representation and 
decision-making by stakeholder categories, 
relevant to the subject matter and 
geographical scope of the standard, where 
no single concerned stakeholder group can 
dominate, nor be dominated in the process, 
and  

 

Procedures NO PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.2 The following shall apply to the Standard Setting Working Group: 

a) The activity of the Standard Setting Working Group shall be based on the goals set by each participating 
stakeholder for its own activity and on interaction with the other members of the Working Group. The goals of 
the stakeholders may vary across the scope of the standard, depending on which particular aspect or 
geographical area, for example, is being examined. 

When making decisions and eventually voting about decisions, each stakeholder shall have an equal opportunity 
to affect the outcome. No stakeholder group or single stakeholder alone can form a majority opinion, and no 
stakeholder group or single stakeholder shall be excluded from decision-making. (…)” 

6.4.3 “PEFC Finland shall strive to include as wide a range of stakeholders as possible in the work of the 
Standard Setting Working Group (see 6.2) and to ensure a representation base as broad as possible 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ennatysjoukko-paivittamaan-kestavan-metsanhoidon-vaatimuksia/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4n-1.-kokous-P%C3%B6yt%C3%A4kirja-20190605.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-standardity%C3%B6ryhm%C3%A4n-1.-kokous-P%C3%B6yt%C3%A4kirja-20190605.pdf
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

PEFC Finland shall strive to have each major stakeholder group and all key stakeholders represented in the 
Standard Setting Working Group. 

If a stakeholder group is not represented in the Standard Setting Working Group or if it has not been possible to 
include all key stakeholders in the Working Group, PEFC Finland shall strive to complement the expertise of the 
Working Group as regards the issues most important for the stakeholder in question, by inviting experts for 
consultation to the Working Group, for example. 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

PEFC FI documentation does not include the phrase of ”balanced representation” as such, because PEFC FI was 
aiming at offering each stakeholder an equal opportunity to affect the outcome and to enable as wide 
participation of stakeholders in the SSWG as possible. 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022 

PEFC ST 1001 (point 6.4.2) requires a decision-making model to avoid a single concerned stakeholder group 
from dominating the process and from being dominated in the process. This is to be accomplished by balanced 
representation of stakeholder groups. 

PEFC FI procedures not only allow each stakeholder to decide independently on its participation in the PEFC 
process but require also the SSWG to ensure the participation of each of the seven defined key stakeholder 
groups. Therefore the PEFC FI process follows the concept of balanced representation and decision-making of 
stakeholder categories and fulfills this PEFC ST requirement in question. 

Assessment decision: Minor Nonconformity 

Justification: The standard setting procedures do not require a balanced representation of stakeholder groups 
in the working group. It is understood that all invited stakeholders that wish to can participate on the WG with a 
representative and that every representative has a single vote. The benchmark requirement can therefore not 
be considered as met.  

Process NO 
SSWG work plan: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf 

#18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205, “The development needs of standard work were discussed. The ELY pointed 
out that, in accordance with the international PEFC, “National standards are developed in co-operation between 
different stakeholders, with a balanced representation, ideally as defined by the United Nations Agenda 21. The 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

drafting processes must be consensual, open and transparent, and no single stakeholder must be in a dominant 
position - and the process must provide ample opportunities for participation.” ELY stated that it would be good 
to ask for feedback on the activities of the standards working group. Non-forestry actors have been in the 
minority and the stakeholder group has lacked significant stakeholders. Although significant improvements have 
been made, in particular to the river basin criteria, the changes are mainly legal obligations already in force, in 
any case to be implemented outside the certified area.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“The Board of PEFC FI (”PEFC FI_Board_20190307 - PEFC-stakeholders” – file) identified the key stakeholder 
groups and specified their key issues. List of SSWG members according to stakeholder categories is included in 
the attached “Stakeholder Groups of PEFC FI SSWG…” -file.”  

Stakeholder Groups of PEFC FI SSWG (stakeholder groups and number of representatives): “Businesses and 
industry”: 23, “Forest Owners”: 16, “Non-governmental organisations”: 10, “Scientific and technological 
community”: 10, “Workers and trade unions”: 3, “Children and Youth”: 2, “Indigenous peoples”: 1 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022: 

The PEFC assessor has counted together the stakeholders of “forest owners” and “businesses and industry” 
resulting in doubts of PEFC FI decision-making model. In the Finnish context these two stakeholder categories 
do not represent only economic interests, but also other aspects of multi-purpose forestry. Similarly also the 
other five stakeholder categories possessed versatile interests and aspects. As PEFC FI (point 6.4.2) states: “The 
activity of the Standard Setting Working Group shall be based on the goals set by each participating stakeholder 
for its own activity and on interaction with the other members of the Working Group. The goals of the 
stakeholders may vary across the scope of the standard, depending on which particular aspect or geographical 
area, for example, is being examined.” 

Counted the numbers of stakeholders separately by each of the seven key stakeholder groups, it can be 
concluded that none of them dominated the process on the basis of the number of the participating 
stakeholders. As PEFC FI 1006 standard (point 6.4.2 a) states: “No stakeholder group or single stakeholder alone 
can form a majority opinion, and no stakeholder group or single stakeholder shall be excluded from decision-
making”. 

Therefore there is evidence to conclude that the PEFC FI process fulfills PEFC ST requirements in terms of 
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

balanced representation and decision-making by stakeholder categories. 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification:  The 39 representatives of the stakeholder categories “business and industry” and “forest owners” 
on the working group with each representative having a single vote outweighed the 26 representatives of the 
remaining five stakeholder groups. It is not clear how PEFC FI 1006, 6.4.2 a) “(…) no stakeholder group or single 
stakeholder alone can form a majority opinion (…)” was effectively implemented in practice. Considering 
furthermore that ELY, the “Centre for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment”, a representative 
of the stakeholder group “scientific and technological community” on the working group, explicitly expressed 
concerns with regard to this subject (see reference to minutes above) is an indication that there has been at 
least a perceived imbalance of stakeholder representation in the working group.  The benchmark requirement 
can therefore not be seen as met with regard to both, balanced representation and decision-making by 
stakeholder categories. 

(b) include stakeholders with expertise 
relevant to the subject matter of the 
standard, those that affected by the 
standard, and those that can influence 
implementation of the standard. The 
affected stakeholders shall be represented 
in an appropriate proportion among 
participants.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.2 “b) The stakeholders shall contribute to the debate on substance issues through the 
expertise of their representatives, and by providing the rest of the Standard Setting Working Group written 
presentations or other materials, for example. As regards substance issues, a special role may be held by groups 
which may be directly affected by the implementation of the standard or which may influence the 
implementation of the standard. Groups directly affected by the implementation of the standard shall be 
appropriately represented in the Standard Setting Working Group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES pefc.fi: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-
organisaatiot.pdf  

ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430, “Stakeholders registered in the PEFC 
Standards Working Group - Numerous stakeholder representatives have registered with the Standards Working 
Group, but there are also no responses. It was decided that communication on the possibility of participating in 
standard work and activities to involve strategically important organizations / stakeholders in the standard 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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basis* 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

working group will continue. (…)” 

Annex 1. Stakeholder definitions (…) “2) Identification of specific stakeholders and definitions of their 
involvement (…)  

c) Stakeholders directly affected - Appropriate representation in the Standards Working Group: Each 
stakeholder has an equal say in decision-making and in possible voting situations. No stakeholder or stakeholder 
can form a majority position alone, and no stakeholder or stakeholder can be excluded from decision-making.  

In Finland, forests provide a variety of materials and services for forest owners and, on the other hand, for 
citizens who enjoy forests within the framework of every man's rights. Securing the operating conditions of 
Sámi culture and livelihoods has a special status.  

The PEFC FI standard is very comprehensive and covers a wide range of aspects of sustainable forest 
management and use, with different weights for different stakeholders. 

When the standard working group deals with issues that, if implemented, affect the conditions of operation and 
trade of forest owners or other persons responsible for forest management, the culture or livelihood of the 
Sámi, a representative part of the stakeholder's stakeholders must be involved in all stages of the proceedings.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.4.3 In order to achieve balanced 
representation, the standardising body shall 
strive to have all identified stakeholder 
groups (refer to 6.2) represented. The 
standardising body shall set targets for the 
participation of key stakeholders and 
proactively seek their participation by 
using outreach such as (but not limited to) 
personal emails, phone calls, meeting 
invitations etc.  

 

Procedures NO PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.1 “(…) The Standard Setting Working Group shall have a representation from stakeholder 
groups identified as relevant in the stakeholder mapping exercise (see 6.2.2). The participation of several 
stakeholder groups shall ensure that no single stakeholder group can dominate.” 

6.4.3 “PEFC Finland shall strive to include as wide a range of stakeholders as possible in the work of the 
Standard Setting Working Group (see 6.2) and to ensure a representation base as broad as possible 

PEFC Finland shall strive to have each major stakeholder group and all key stakeholders represented in the 
Standard Setting Working Group. 

If a stakeholder group is not represented in the Standard Setting Working Group or if it has not been possible to 
include all key stakeholders in the Working Group, PEFC Finland shall strive to complement the expertise of the 
Working Group as regards the issues most important for the stakeholder in question, by inviting experts for 
consultation to the Working Group, for example.” 
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NOTE When a stakeholder group is not 
represented and key stakeholders cannot 
be encouraged to participate, the 
standardising body may consider alternative 
options. 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“PEFC FI had a proactive interaction with a great number of Finnish stakeholders via email and phone. Special 
emphasis was put on the communication with the stakeholders who did not provide their answer to the 
Working Group invitation. These organization include for example The Finnish Nature League, WWF Finland and 
The Finnish Association for Nature Conservation. During this interaction it became clear which organizations 
were ready to participate in the work. For example, for the above mentioned organizations, participating in the 
Working Group was clearly not an option.”Comment by PEFC Finland, 18th September 2022: 

“In Finnish context the stakeholder groups and many of the stakeholders have versatile interests and aspects 
and varying interests for the participation in PEFC process. As PEFC FI 1006 (point 6.4.2 a) states: “The activity of 
the Standard Setting Working Group shall be based on the goals set by each participating stakeholder for its 
own activity and on interaction with the other members of the Working Group. The goals of the stakeholders 
may vary across the scope of the standard, depending on which particular aspect or geographical area, for 
example, is being examined.” 

Proactive actions are not specified in PEFC FI documentation, because such measures are part of organisation's 
everyday work. PEFC Finland had evaluated that concrete actions to include key stakeholders in the PEFC 
process can be defined effectively only based on the initial responses to the SSWG invitation. 

During the correspondence with stakeholders who declined the invitation it became evident that there were 
organisations for whom participation in the PEFC process was not an option regardless of PEFC Finland’s actions 
whatsoever. PEFC Finland operated proactively to involve a stakeholder with special ecological expertise in the 
PEFC process. This resulted in the enrollment of one organization after the inaugural meeting of the SSWG. PEFC 
Finland carried out activities to encourage participation of invited stakeholders who had declined the SSWG 
invitation to have as wide spectrum of comments during the public commenting periods. 

The above-mentioned procedure shows that the PEFC FI process fulfills PEFC ST requirements in terms of target 
setting and proactive outreach.” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: While PEFC Finland is accepted to have applied proactive outreach measures in the standard 
setting process, its standard setting procedures, PEFC FI 1006:2019, do not require target setting and proactive 
outreach with regard to key stakeholders. The standard setting procedures can therefore not be considered as 
fully meeting this benchmark.  
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Process YES ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307, “The invitation to participate in the 
standards working group prepared by the development working group presented in the meeting material was 
discussed. It was decided that the invitation and the list of invitees would be delivered by letter and as an 
attachment to the email. Where necessary, personal e-mails will ensure that organizations acknowledge receipt 
of the letter of invitation.” 

List of participants https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-
toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 

ENG #3 - Feedback received - Extract of Board minutes 20190430: “Stakeholders registered in the PEFC 
Standards Working Group - Numerous stakeholder representatives have registered with the Standards Working 
Group, but there are also no responses. It was decided that communication on the possibility of participating in 
standard work and activities to involve strategically important organizations / stakeholders in the standard 
working group will continue.” 

Ibid., Annex 1. Stakeholder definitions, table: “Key stakeholders and the most effective means of 
communication to reach them - PEFC Finland surveyed the stakeholders who were asked to comment on the 
scope and implementation of the standard work. Stakeholders were invited by letter and e-mail to participate in 
the Standard Working Group on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests. To the extent that the 
stakeholders did not submit their response to the invitation to participate by letter or email within the deadline 
specified by PEFC Finland, it was ensured that the contact details of the invited persons were correct and the 
invitation and attached materials were resubmitted.” 

Ibid., Stakeholder definitions (…) “2) Identification of specific stakeholders and definitions of their involvement 
(…)  b) Key stakeholders - PEFC Finland requires that the standard working group include representation from all 
stakeholders identified as relevant in the stakeholder survey. Stakeholders have the opportunity to influence 
the outcome of the standard work by participating in the work of the standard working group and providing 
comments during the public consultation on the draft standard. If a stakeholder group in the field of sustainable 
forest management and use states that it is not able to participate due to the standard working group's meeting 
practices or other organization, PEFC Finland will find out whether other organizations belonging to the same 
stakeholder group also participate in the standard working group and the organization that reported the 
restrictions on participation.”  

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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“PEFC FI had contacts with all potential stakeholders between the national SFM revisions. For example, PEFC FI 
contacted stakeholders who did not participate in the PEFC FI revision process 2013-14 reminding them about 
the possibility to participate PEFC’s SFM revision process. During spring 2019 PEFC Finland contacted several 
stakeholders not only by email but also by phone to learn if further discussions are needed for any stakeholders’ 
participation and to get an answer from the stakeholders to the PEFC invitation. Follow-up contacting was done 
via email and phone for example with The Finnish Nature League, WWF Finland and The Finnish Association for 
Nature Conservation. The aim was to gain as comprehensive representation of the key stakeholder groups as 
possible. Therefore, serious attempts were made to get for example the environmental organizations to join the 
process. Some of them made it clear that they were committed to only developing the FSC-system.  

In total, a record number of 65 organizations onboarded the Working Group. Against this background, the 
proactive and extensive outreach can be seen as successful. “ 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark requirement can be considered as having been essentially covered in the revision 
process.  

6.4.4 Activities of the working group shall be organised in an open and transparent manner where: 

(a) working drafts shall be available to all 
members of the working group, 

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.4 “The Standard Setting Working Group shall act openly and transparently, observing the 
following practices: a) Working drafts shall be available to all members of the Working Group” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf  

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Working drafts 1. and 2.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
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(b) all members of the working group shall 
be given meaningful opportunities to 
contribute to the development or revision 
of the standard and to provide feedback on 
working drafts, and  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.4 “The Standard Setting Working Group shall act openly and transparently, observing the 
following practices: (…) b) Appropriate meeting arrangements and practices shall be implemented to ensure 
that all members of the Working Group shall be able to participate in its work, to make proposals, to give 
feedback and to comment on working drafts” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf 

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Working drafts 1. and 2. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(c) feedback and views given by any 
member of the working group shall be 
considered in an open and transparent way 
where the outcome of these considerations 
is recorded.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.4 “The Standard Setting Working Group shall act openly and transparently, observing the 
following practices: (…) c) Feedback from and opinions of members of the Working Group shall be openly 
discussed in the Working Group and the outcome of the discussion shall be recorded.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf  

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Working drafts 1. and 2. 

#16  PEFC SSWG Minutes, “The view was expressed that some of the minutes did not go into sufficient detail 
about the debate and that it was not always clear which party did not support the proposal or decision. It was 
noted that the minutes are not, in principle, minutes of discussions, but set out key submissions, comments and 
conclusions on the requirements of the standard.” 

#17 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210119  “It was noted that a different point of view could be recorded in the 
minutes. The clearest thing is that the matter is forwarded in writing to the secretary. In addition, it was asked 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
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whether entries on the development needs of the criteria could be added to the introductory text of the draft 
standard, for example. It was noted that the inclusion of a perspective on future development needs in the 
introductory text is being considered. This will be discussed later in the introduction to the introductory text. 

It was asked how long the minutes of the Standards Working Group will be freely available. It was stated that in 
accordance with the PEFC FI 1006: 2014 standard, the minutes will be kept for at least 5 years, ie in practice 
until the next revision of the criteria. No decisions have been made on keeping the minutes online.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.4.5 The decision of the working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval shall be taken on the basis of consensus. In order to determine whether there is any 
sustained opposition, the working group can utilise the following   

(a) face-to face meeting(s) where there is a 
verbal yes/no vote, a show of hands for a 
yes/no vote; a statement on consensus 
from the Chair when there are no dissenting 
voices or hands (votes); a formal ballot, etc.,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.5 “The decision of the Working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval 
shall be taken on the basis of consensus. 

To determine whether there is consensus or sustained opposition, several practices conventionally used in 
meetings, including voting, can be used: a) In face-to-face meetings of the Working Group, by a voice vote, a 
show of hands or a ballot, etc.;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A – see point (d) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(b) telephone conference meeting(s) where 
there is a verbal yes/no vote,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.5 “The decision of the Working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval 
shall be taken on the basis of consensus. 

To determine whether there is consensus or sustained opposition, several practices conventionally used in 
meetings, including voting, can be used: (…) b) In telemeetings, by a voice vote” 
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A – see point (d) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(c) e-mail request to the working group for 
agreement or objection where the 
members provide a formal (written) 
response (vote),   

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.5 “The decision of the Working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval 
shall be taken on the basis of consensus. 

To determine whether there is consensus or sustained opposition, several practices conventionally used in 
meetings, including voting, can be used: (…) c) In e-mail meetings, by a written acceptance or rejection of the 
proposal voted on” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A – see point (d) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

(d) combinations of these methods.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.5 “The decision of the Working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval 
shall be taken on the basis of consensus. 

To determine whether there is consensus or sustained opposition, several practices conventionally used in 
meetings, including voting, can be used: (…) d) By combining several methods, as approved by the Working 
Group.  

In the absence of differences of opinion or conflicts preventing consensus, the Chair of the meeting shall 
conclude that there is consensus in the Standard Setting Working Group, and this shall be recorded as the 
decision taken by the meeting.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES A combination of several of the methods mentioned above was used.  

SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf  

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Minutes of SSWG meetings #18 and #19  

#18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205 “6) Decision on adoption of the final draft - The Chair noted that the 
comments on the second round of the draft standards and the need for changes to the criteria within the 
Standards Working Group had been addressed by the Standards Working Group. It was decided to approve the 
criteria and annexes of the draft standard as well as the introductory text as previously discussed at the 
meeting. It was decided to modify the final draft version to reflect the structure of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 
standard. (…)  

Approval of minutes of the meeting - It was decided that the minutes of this meeting would be approved by e-
mail. Following the approval of the minutes, the electronic signing of the final draft will be launched. (…) 

The timetable for electronic signatures was discussed. It was stated that the approval of the final draft version 
by electronic signature is expected to be completed by mid-February this year.” 

#19 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20211101, “The Bureau was informed on 8 October 2021 that no further discussions 
would take place. Therefore, no changes are proposed to the draft standard adopted by the Standards Working 
Group on 19 January 2021.” 

List of signatories and withdrawn organisations https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-
standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met.  

6.4.6 Where a vote is used in decision-
making, the standard-setting procedures 
shall determine and include decision-
making thresholds that quantifies 
consensus. The threshold must be 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.4.6 “Where a vote is used in decision-making, the decision of the Standard Setting Working 
Group shall be the opinion supported by the majority of regular members present at the meeting. 

However, a majority vote cannot override sustained opposition in order to achieve consensus.” 

For a decision to be deemed as based on consensus, eventual differences in opinion shall have been resolved by 
the means presented in 6.4.5 and 6.4.7 and, where necessary, applying practices described in 6.4.8.” 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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consistent with the consensus definition 
(refer to 3.1). However, a majority vote 
cannot override sustained opposition in 
order to achieve consensus. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process  #18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205 “6) Decision on adoption of the final draft - The Chair noted that the 
comments on the second round of the draft standards and the need for changes to the criteria within the 
Standards Working Group had been addressed by the Standards Working Group. It was decided to approve the 
criteria and annexes of the draft standard as well as the introductory text as previously discussed at the 
meeting. It was decided to modify the final draft version to reflect the structure of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 
standard. (…)  

Approval of minutes of the meeting - It was decided that the minutes of this meeting would be approved by e-
mail. Following the approval of the minutes, the electronic signing of the final draft will be launched. (…) 

The timetable for electronic signatures was discussed. It was stated that the approval of the final draft version 
by electronic signature is expected to be completed by mid-February this year.” 

#19 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20211101, “The Bureau was informed on 8 October 2021 that no further discussions 
would take place. Therefore, no changes are proposed to the draft standard adopted by the Standards Working 
Group on 19 January 2021.” 

List of signatories and withdrawn organisations https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-
standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 

#4 - Approval of SFM standard - Extract of Board minutes 20220216, “4) Adoption of draft standard PEFC EN 
1002: 2022 - PEFC FI 1002: 2022 (Requirements for the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests) was 
drafted in 2019-21 by the PEFC Standards Working Group, which included 65 organizations at various stages of 
the work. Of these, four announced in March-May 2021 that they were leaving the Standards Working Group. 
During the spring and early autumn of 2021, the studies on the possible addition needs of the draft standard 
and the preparations made towards the organizations that did not work [sic] led to further discussions. At the 
last meeting of the Standards Working Group on 1 November 2021, no changes were proposed to the draft 
standard adopted by the Standards Working Group on 19 January 2021. During or after the completion of the 
standard work, there were no cases of complaints or appeals concerning the content of the standard or its 
preparation. (…) The Development Working Group has presented to the Board of the Association its assessment 
that the Standards Working Group has completed its work in accordance with the mandate given to it and that 
the standard and its setting meet the requirements of the PEFC International Standards. At its meeting on 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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February 7, 2022, the Board of the Association decided to recommend to the Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Association that the English and Finnish versions of the draft standard PEFC FI 1002: 2022 be approved.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met.  

6.4.7 When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following methods: 

 

(a) finding a compromise through discussion 
and negotiation on the disputed issue 
within the working group,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019; 6.4.7 “The reaching of consensus shall be promoted by an exchange of opinions between the 
members and, for example, bilateral dialogue, in order to reconcile differing opinions. 

When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following 
methods: 

a) Finding a compromise in the dispute, through discussion and negotiation within the Working Group; 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf  

Minutes of SSWG meetings #1-19 

#18 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20210205 “6) Decision on adoption of the final draft - The Chair noted that the 
comments on the second round of the draft standards and the need for changes to the criteria within the 
Standards Working Group had been addressed by the Standards Working Group. It was decided to approve the 
criteria and annexes of the draft standard as well as the introductory text as previously discussed at the 
meeting. It was decided to modify the final draft version to reflect the structure of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 
standard. (…)  

Approval of minutes of the meeting - It was decided that the minutes of this meeting would be approved by e-
mail. Following the approval of the minutes, the electronic signing of the final draft will be launched. (…) 

The timetable for electronic signatures was discussed. It was stated that the approval of the final draft version 
by electronic signature is expected to be completed by mid-February this year.” 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
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#19 PEFC SSWG Minutes 20211101, “The Bureau was informed on 8 October 2021 that no further discussions 
would take place. Therefore, no changes are proposed to the draft standard adopted by the Standards Working 
Group on 19 January 2021.” 

List of signatories and withdrawn organisations https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-
standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 

#4 - Approval of SFM standard - Extract of Board minutes 20220216, “4) Adoption of draft standard PEFC EN 
1002: 2022 - PEFC FI 1002: 2022 (Requirements for the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests) was 
drafted in 2019-21 by the PEFC Standards Working Group, which included 65 organizations at various stages of 
the work. Of these, four announced in March-May 2021 that they were leaving the Standards Working Group. 
During the spring and early autumn of 2021, the studies on the possible addition needs of the draft standard 
and the preparations made towards the organizations that did not work [sic] led to further discussions. At the 
last meeting of the Standards Working Group on 1 November 2021, no changes were proposed to the draft 
standard adopted by the Standards Working Group on 19 January 2021. During or after the completion of the 
standard work, there were no cases of complaints or appeals concerning the content of the standard or its 
preparation. (…) The Development Working Group has presented to the Board of the Association its assessment 
that the Standards Working Group has completed its work in accordance with the mandate given to it and that 
the standard and its setting meet the requirements of the PEFC International Standards. At its meeting on 
February 7, 2022, the Board of the Association decided to recommend to the Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Association that the English and Finnish versions of the draft standard PEFC FI 1002: 2022 be approved. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

(b) finding a compromise through direct 
negotiation between the stakeholder(s) 
making the objection and other 
stakeholders with different views on the 
disputed issue,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019; 6.4.7 “The reaching of consensus shall be promoted by an exchange of opinions between the 
members and, for example, bilateral dialogue, in order to reconcile differing opinions. 

When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following 
methods: (…) b) Finding a compromise in the dispute, through direct negotiations between the stakeholders 
representing one opinion and those representing an opposing opinion” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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Process YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(c) additional round(s) of public consultation 
(if necessary) where further stakeholder 
input can help to achieve consensus on 
unresolved issues. The standardising body 
determines the scope and duration of any 
additional public consultation.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019; 6.4.7 “The reaching of consensus shall be promoted by an exchange of opinions between the 
members and, for example, bilateral dialogue, in order to reconcile differing opinions. 

When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following 
methods: (…) c) Where necessary, by arranging an additional round of public consultation, the stakeholder 
feedback from which can help to achieve a consensus in the matters to be resolved. PEFC Finland shall 
determine the scope and duration of the additional public consultation.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. No additional public consultation was deemed to be required for the resolution of unresolved issues.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.4.8 When a substantial issue cannot be 
resolved and sustained opposition persists, 
the standardising body shall initiate dispute 
resolution in accordance with its procedures 
for impartial and objective action. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019; 6.4.8 “Where a substantial issue cannot be resolved and sustained opposition persists, PEFC 
Finland shall initiate a dispute resolution process based on an impartial examination of the matter (see 5.3).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES According to the submitted documentation, no substantial issues were left unresolved and no sustained 
opposition persisted.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.5.1 The standardising body shall organise public consultation on the enquiry draft and shall ensure that: 
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(a) the start and the end dates of public 
consultation are announced in a timely 
manner through suitable media,  

NOTE In a timely manner means (at the 
latest) the day before the start of public 
consultation. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: 

a) The beginning and ending dates of the public consultation shall be announced on the pefc.fi website and, at 
PEFC Finland’s discretion, in other media, not later than the day preceding the beginning of the consultation;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf  

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

First commenting period - https://www.emaileri.fi/g/l/281100/69723095/2021588/2601/994/8  

Second commenting period - https://pefc.fi/standardityo/pefc-kriteeriston-kaikille-avoin-toinen-
kuulemiskierros-kaynnistynyt/  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(b) a direct invitation to comment on the 
enquiry draft is sent to each stakeholder 
identified by stakeholder identification 
mapping (refer to 6.2) aiming for a balanced 
participation of stakeholder groups,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: (…) b) An invitation to comment on the enquiry draft shall be sent to all stakeholders 
identified in the stakeholder mapping exercise (see 6.2) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf 

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Ensimmainen.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Toinen.pdf  

Email invitations sent by SSWG to all identified stakeholders available from PEFC Finland. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://www.emaileri.fi/g/l/281100/69723095/2021588/2601/994/8
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/pefc-kriteeriston-kaikille-avoin-toinen-kuulemiskierros-kaynnistynyt/
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/pefc-kriteeriston-kaikille-avoin-toinen-kuulemiskierros-kaynnistynyt/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Ensimmainen.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Toinen.pdf
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(c) invitations are sent to disadvantaged and 
key stakeholders by methods that ensure 
they reach recipients and are easy to 
understand,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: (…) c) An invitation to provide comments on the enquiry draft shall be sent to 
disadvantaged stakeholders and key stakeholders by means that ensure its reaching the recipients” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES SSWG work plan https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf  

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Ensimmainen.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Toinen.pdf  

Email invitations sent by SSWG to all identified stakeholders available from PEFC Finland. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

(d) the enquiry draft is made publicly 
available,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: (…) d) The enquiry draft shall be made publicly available” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_1_kommenttikierros_20200217.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_2.pdf   

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-stdTR-toimintasuunnitelma-20201109.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Ensimmainen.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Toinen.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_1_kommenttikierros_20200217.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-standardiluonnos_2.pdf
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(e) public consultation is for at least 60 
days,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: (…) e) The minimum duration of the public consultation shall be 60 days;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES The SSWG decided to conduct two separate public consultations of each 30 days on two different 
draft versions of the SFM standard instead of a single 60 day consultation:  
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Ensimmainen.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Toinen.pdf 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

(f) all feedback is considered by the working 
group in an objective manner, and  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: (…) f) All feedback shall be considered by the Standard Setting Working Group 
objectively and appropriately;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES As evidenced by the SSWG minutes, all consultation feedback was considered.  

SSWG meeting minutes #1-#19. 

At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ -  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Ensimmainen.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommentointikierros_kutsu-Toinen.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
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(g) a synopsis of feedback is compiled for 
each material issue, including the outcome 
of considering the issue. The synopsis is 
made publicly available (e.g. on a website) 
and is sent to each stakeholder/party that 
gave feedback. 

 

NOTE For clarity the standardising body’s 
synopsis may aggregate responses on 
material issues where there was similar 
feedback from different stakeholders. 
However, best practice would be to publish 
each piece of original feedback and the 
response, to allow each stakeholder to 
identify its own feedback. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.1 “PEFC Finland shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft of the standard, 
ensuring the following: (…) g) A summary, dealing separately with each material issue, shall be compiled of the 
feedback and the outcome of discussions on it. The summary shall be publicly available on the PEFC Finland 
website and shall be sent to all those who have provided feedback.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-Ensimm%C3%A4isen-kommenttikierroksen-satoa-
20200625.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommenttien_1_yhteenveto-20200628.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-Toisen-kommenttikierroksen-satoa-20210128.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommenttien_2_yhteenveto-20210203.pdf 

 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-
kommenteista/?utm_source=emaileri&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Yhteenveto%20PEFC-
kriteeristo**n%20luonnokseen%20saaduista%20kommenteista%20on%20valmistunut*%20Uutiskirje%20heina
kuu%202020&utm_term=Lue%20lisaa&utm_content=u-3577136-60169755-2103142-4  

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-pefc-standardityoryhmalle-toimitettujen-kirjallisten-kommenttien-
kasittelysta/  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.5.2 For new standards the standardising 
body shall organise a second round of public 
consultation lasting at least 30 days. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 6.5.2 “For new standards, PEFC Finland shall arrange, in addition to the public consultation 
described under 6.5.1, a second round of public consultation with the minimum duration of 30 days.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES No new standard was developed. 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-Ensimm%C3%A4isen-kommenttikierroksen-satoa-20200625.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-Ensimm%C3%A4isen-kommenttikierroksen-satoa-20200625.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommenttien_1_yhteenveto-20200628.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/PEFC-FI-Toisen-kommenttikierroksen-satoa-20210128.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Kommenttien_2_yhteenveto-20210203.pdf
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-kommenteista/?utm_source=emaileri&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Yhteenveto%20PEFC-kriteeristo**n%20luonnokseen%20saaduista%20kommenteista%20on%20valmistunut*%20Uutiskirje%20heinakuu%202020&utm_term=Lue%20lisaa&utm_content=u-3577136-60169755-2103142-4
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-kommenteista/?utm_source=emaileri&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Yhteenveto%20PEFC-kriteeristo**n%20luonnokseen%20saaduista%20kommenteista%20on%20valmistunut*%20Uutiskirje%20heinakuu%202020&utm_term=Lue%20lisaa&utm_content=u-3577136-60169755-2103142-4
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-kommenteista/?utm_source=emaileri&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Yhteenveto%20PEFC-kriteeristo**n%20luonnokseen%20saaduista%20kommenteista%20on%20valmistunut*%20Uutiskirje%20heinakuu%202020&utm_term=Lue%20lisaa&utm_content=u-3577136-60169755-2103142-4
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-kommenteista/?utm_source=emaileri&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Yhteenveto%20PEFC-kriteeristo**n%20luonnokseen%20saaduista%20kommenteista%20on%20valmistunut*%20Uutiskirje%20heinakuu%202020&utm_term=Lue%20lisaa&utm_content=u-3577136-60169755-2103142-4
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-pefc-standardityoryhmalle-toimitettujen-kirjallisten-kommenttien-kasittelysta/
https://pefc.fi/standardityo/yhteenveto-pefc-standardityoryhmalle-toimitettujen-kirjallisten-kommenttien-kasittelysta/
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.6 The standardising body shall organise 
pilot testing of new standard(s) to assess 
the clarity, auditability and feasibility of the 
requirements. The working group shall 
consider the outcome of pilot testing.  

 

NOTE Pilot testing is not required for 
revision of an existing standard when 
experience from its usage can substitute for 
pilot testing. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019, 6.6 “Pilot testing - PEFC Finland shall organize pilot testing of a new standard to assess the 
clarity, auditability and feasibility of the requirements. 

For standard reviews, PEFC Finland shall arrange pilot testing if deemed appropriate by the Standard Setting 
Working Group. 

The Standard Setting Working Group shall consider the outcome of pilot testing.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

Process YES No new standard was developed. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Approval and Publication 

7.1 The standardising body shall approve 
the standard(s)/normative document(s) 
formally when there is evidence of 
consensus among the working group. 

 

 

 

Procedures 

YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.1 “Formal approval of the standard 

PEFC Finland shall formally approve the standard when there is evidence of consensus regarding the substance 
of the standard among the Standard Setting Working Group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES At https://pefc.fi/standardityo/ - Minutes of SSWG meetings #18 and #19  

List of signatories and withdrawn organisations https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-
standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/standardityo/
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PEFC-standardityoryhmassa-2019-21-toimineet-organisaatiot.pdf
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Signatures and Letters of Withdrawal available from PEFC Finland’s office  

ENG #4 - Approval of SFM standard - Extract of Board minutes 20220216, “4) Adoption of draft standard PEFC 
EN 1002: 2022 - PEFC FI 1002: 2022 (Requirements for the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests) was 
drafted in 2019-21 by the PEFC Standards Working Group, which included 65 organizations at various stages of 
the work. Of these, four announced in March-May 2021 that they were leaving the Standards Working Group. 
During the spring and early autumn of 2021, the studies on the possible addition needs of the draft standard 
and the preparations made towards the organizations that did not work [sic] led to further discussions. At the 
last meeting of the Standards Working Group on 1 November 2021, no changes were proposed to the draft 
standard adopted by the Standards Working Group on 19 January 2021. During or after the completion of the 
standard work, there were no cases of complaints or appeals concerning the content of the standard or its 
preparation. (…) The Development Working Group has presented to the Board of the Association its assessment 
that the Standards Working Group has completed its work in accordance with the mandate given to it and that 
the standard and its setting meet the requirements of the PEFC International Standards. At its meeting on 
February 7, 2022, the Board of the Association decided to recommend to the Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Association that the English and Finnish versions of the draft standard PEFC FI 1002: 2022 be approved.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.2.1 The formally approved 
standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be 
published and made publicly available at no 
cost within 14 days of approval, or as 
otherwise defined by the standardising 
body. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.1 PEFC Finland shall publish the standard and make it publicly available free of charge 
within 14 days of its formal approval. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI communication https://pefc.fi/press-release-the-finnish-pefc-forest-certification-requirements-revised/ 

https://www.metsalehti.fi/uutiset/uudet-pefc-vaatimukset-esiteltiin-lisaavat-jatkuvaa-kasvatusta/  

7.2.2 Standard(s) shall include: 

(a) identification and contact information 
for the standardising body, 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.2 “The standard shall include: a) Identification and contact information of PEFC Finland 
as the standardising body” 

https://pefc.fi/press-release-the-finnish-pefc-forest-certification-requirements-revised/
https://www.metsalehti.fi/uutiset/uudet-pefc-vaatimukset-esiteltiin-lisaavat-jatkuvaa-kasvatusta/
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI 1002:2022: Identification and contact information of PEFC Finland on cover page and page 2 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(b) official language of the standard, Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.2 “The standard shall include: (…) b) Official language of the standard” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI 1002:2022: page 2 “The official version of the document is Finnish. In case of doubt between the 
language versions, the English version shall prevail.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(c) a note that when there is inconsistency 
between versions, the English version of the 
standard as endorsed by the PEFC Council is 
the reference. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.2 “The standard shall include: (…) c) The note that in the event of inconsistencies 
between language versions, the English-language version of the standard as formally approved by the PEFC 
Council shall prevail;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI 1002:2022: page 2 “The official version of the document is Finnish. In case of doubt between the 
language versions, the English version shall prevail.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

(d) The approval date and the date of next 
periodic review 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.2 “The standard shall include: (…) d) The dates of approval and of the next periodic 
review 
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

 

NOTE The date of next periodic review may 
be within a shorter period than five years 
based on (for example) stakeholder 
expectations or other foreseen 
developments. 

NOTE 1: The interval between reviews may be less than five years, due to (for example) stakeholder 
expectations or other foreseeable needs.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI 1002:2022: page 2 “The date of next periodic review is 16 February 2027.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.2.3 Printed copies shall be made available 
upon request at a price that covers no more 
than administrative costs (if any) 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.3 “Hard copies of the standard shall be available from the office of PEFC Finland at the 
cost of copying.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES 
PEFC FI 1002:2022: page 2 “This document and its translations are freely available from the PEFC Finland pefc.fi 
website or upon request.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.2.4 The standardising body shall make the 
development report (refer to PEFC GD 
1007) publicly available 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 7.2.4 “PEFC Finland shall make publicly available a report of the implementation of standard 
setting, referred to in the document PEFC GD 1007.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES Due to the inclusion of the “PEFC FI standard revision report 2019-2022” in the assessment and endorsement 
application sent to PEFC International, PEFC Finland has made the report publicly available through the PEFC 
International website.   

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Periodic review of standards 

8.1 The standard(s)/normative document(s) 
shall be reviewed at intervals that do not 
exceed a five-year period. The review shall 
be based on consideration of feedback 
received during the standard’s 
implementation and a gap analysis. If 
necessary, a stakeholder consultation shall 
be organised to obtain further feedback and 
input. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.1 General “The standard shall be reviewed at intervals of no more than five years. The 
review shall be based on observations on the practical implementation of the standard and an analysis of the 
need to develop its substance. Where necessary in order to receive feedback for the review, PEFC Finland shall 
arrange a stakeholder consultation.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128 

Assessment decision: onformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.2.1 The standardising body shall establish 
and maintain a permanent mechanism for 
collecting and recording feedback on a 
standard. This mechanism shall be 
accessible on the website of the 
standardising body and/or PEFC National 
Governing Body with clear directions for 
providing feedback.  

 

NOTE Feedback can be sent in various 
formats: comments, requests for 
clarification and/or interpretation, 
complaints, etc. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.2.1 “PEFC Finland shall establish and maintain a permanent mechanism to collect 
feedback. The directions for using this mechanism shall be available on the pefc.fi website.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 

Process YES Feedback mechanism at pefc.fi (https://pefc.fi/pefc/yhteystiedot/) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

8.2.2 All feedback received through all 
channels, including meetings, training 
courses, etc. shall be recorded and 
considered. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.2.2 “All feedback received through any channel, such as meetings or training events, shall 
be recorded and considered.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128“In 2018, PEFC Finland updated its strategy for 2019-
21 in extensive stakeholder cooperation. Based on the analysis of the operating environment and stakeholder 
feedback included in the strategy work, the role of forests in mitigating climate change, adaptation to climate 
change and the coordination of wood production and multi-use forests pose new development challenges for 
the application of PEFC certification in Finland. (…) It was decided that in order to meet the needs for change 
required by the international PEFC standards and new information and changed practices, the association will 
start updating the content of the PEFC FI series of standards in the spring of 2019, covering the entire scope of 
the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met. 

8.3.1 At the start of a review, the 
standardising body shall evaluate the 
standard against appropriate PEFC 
International standards, national laws and 
regulations, and other relevant standards to 
identify potential gaps in the standard. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.3.1 “At the start of a review, PEFC Finland shall evaluate the substance of the standard 
against PEFC International standards, national legislation and other regulations, and other relevant standards, to 
identify potential gaps in the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128“In order to assess the scope of the update work, 
the association's development working group has prepared the following assessment of the timeliness of the 
PEFC FI standards: “The three PEFC International Standards issued in 2017 and 2018 (PEFC ST 1001: 2017 – 
Standard Setting, PEFC ST 1002: 2018 - Group Forest Management Certification and PEFC ST 1003: 2018) – 
Sustainable Forest Management) contain entries for which PEFC The content of the FI 2014 standard series does 
not provide an indication. 

In 2018, PEFC Finland updated its strategy for 2019-21 in extensive stakeholder cooperation. Based on the 
analysis of the operating environment and stakeholder feedback included in the strategy work, the role of 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

forests in mitigating climate change, adaptation to climate change and the coordination of wood production and 
multi-use forests pose new development challenges for the application of PEFC certification in Finland. 

Since the standard update in 2013-14, the study has provided new information on the suitability and effects of 
different silvicultural methods on wood production as well as on forest diversity and water bodies, and on the 
role of forests as carbon sinks. New information is available on the effects of forestry on the condition and 
endangerment of forest ecosystems and forest species. In addition, new operating models have been 
introduced in the forest sector, which affect the application of the practices defined in forest certification in 
practical forestry. It was decided that the assessment of the timeliness of the PEFC FI standards would be 
accepted as described above. It was decided that in order to meet the needs for change required by the 
international PEFC standards and new information and changed practices, the association will start updating the 
content of the PEFC FI series of standards in the spring of 2019, covering the entire scope of the PEFC ST 1003: 
2018 standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.3.2 The standardising body shall consider 
the latest scientific knowledge, research 
and relevant emerging issues. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.3.2 “PEFC Finland shall consider the latest research information and relevant emerging 
issues.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128. As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.1 Where the feedback and the gap 
analysis do not identify a need to revise the 
standard, the standardising body shall 
organise stakeholder consultation to 
determine whether stakeholders see a need 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.4.1 “Where feedback and gap analysis do not identify a need to revise the standard, PEFC 
Finland shall organise a stakeholder consultation in order to determine whether stakeholders see a need to 
revise the standard. PEFC Finland shall include the results of the gap analysis in the stakeholder consultation.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

for revising the standard. The standardising 
body shall include the gap analysis in the 
stakeholder consultation. 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES 
A need to revise the standard was identified and a revision conducted. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.2 At the start of a review, the 
standardising body shall update the 
stakeholder identification mapping (refer to 
clause 6.2). 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: “8.4.2 At the start of a review, PEFC Finland shall update the stakeholder mapping (see 6.2).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES  ENG #2 - Stakeholder mapping - Extract of Board minutes 20190307, “A draft list of organizations to be invited 
to the Standards Working Group was discussed, which included the organizations invited to work in 2013 and 
the additions submitted by the PEFC member organizations. The list of invitees was supplemented e.g. for 
higher education institutions.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.3 The standardising body shall organise: 

(a) a public consultation period of at least 
30 days (following the requirements of 
clause 6.5.1) and/or,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.4.3 PEFC Finland shall arrange the following: 

a) A public consultation period of at least 30 days (in line with 6.5.1)” 

Assessment decision: conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. Based on the gap analysis PEFC Finland concluded that a full revision process was necessary. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met. 
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

 

(b) stakeholder meetings.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.4.3 PEFC Finland shall arrange the following: (…) and/or 

b) Stakeholder meetings. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128, “The association's autumn meeting in 2018 
approved an action plan for 2019, which included the start of work on updating the Finnish PEFC standards and 
the resources for revising the standard for the sustainable management and use of forests by a standards 
working group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met. 

8.4.4 The standardising body shall 
announce the review in a timely manner 
(refer to 6.3). 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.4.4 “PEFC Finland shall announce the review not later than 14 days before its 
commencement (see 6.3).”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. Based on the gap analysis PEFC Finland concluded that a full revision process was necessary. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met. 

8.5.1 Based on the feedback received 
during the period of a standard’s 
implementation, the outcome of the gap 
analysis and the consultations, the 
standardising body shall decide whether to 
reaffirm the standard or whether a revision 
of the standard is necessary. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.5.1 “On the basis of feedback during the period of the implementation of the standard, the 
outcome of the gap analysis and the public consultation, PEFC Finland shall make a decision to either reaffirm or 
review the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128, “The association's autumn meeting in 2018 
approved an action plan for 2019, which included the start of work on updating the Finnish PEFC standards and 
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YES 
/N
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

the resources for revising the standard for the sustainable management and use of forests by a standards 
working group. (…) It was decided that in order to meet the needs for change required by the international PEFC 
standards and new information and changed practices, the association will start updating the content of the 
PEFC FI series of standards in the spring of 2019, covering the entire scope of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.5.2 The decision shall be made at the 
highest decision-making level of the 
standardising body 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.5.2 “The decision shall be made by an assembly of the members of PEFC Finland.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128, “The association's autumn meeting in 2018 
approved an action plan for 2019, which included the start of work on updating the Finnish PEFC standards and 
the resources for revising the standard for the sustainable management and use of forests by a standards 
working group. (…) It was decided that in order to meet the needs for change required by the international PEFC 
standards and new information and changed practices, the association will start updating the content of the 
PEFC FI series of standards in the spring of 2019, covering the entire scope of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.5.3 Where the decision is to reaffirm a 
standard, the standardising body shall 
provide a justification for the decision and 
make the justification publicly available. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019; 8.5.3 “Where the standard is to be reaffirmed, PEFC Finland shall provide a justification for 
the decision and make the justification publicly available.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

Process YES N/A. The standard was revised.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

8.5.4 Where the decision is to revise the 
standard, the standardising body shall 
specify the type of revision (normal or 
editorial revision). 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 8.5.4 Where the standard is to be revised, PEFC Finland shall specify the type of revision 
(normal or editorial revision). 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES  ENG #1 - Gap analyses - Extract of Board minutes 20190128, “The association's autumn meeting in 2018 
approved an action plan for 2019, which included the start of work on updating the Finnish PEFC standards and 
the resources for revising the standard for the sustainable management and use of forests by a standards 
working group. (…) It was decided that in order to meet the needs for change required by the international PEFC 
standards and new information and changed practices, the association will start updating the content of the 
PEFC FI series of standards in the spring of 2019, covering the entire scope of the PEFC ST 1003: 2018 standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Revision of standards 

9.1 Procedures for revision of 
standard(s)/normative document(s) shall 
conform to those stated in section 6.  

A normal revision can occur at the periodic 
review, or between periodic reviews, but 
does not include editorial revisions and 
time-critical revisions. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.1 “Normal revision - The procedures for revising the standard shall conform to those 
stated in Section 6. A normal revision can occur at the periodic review, or between periodic reviews. Editorial 
revisions and time-critical revisions shall not be deemed normal revisions.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES The submitted documentation provided evidence that the revision process followed the steps in section 6.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.2 Editorial revisions can be made without 
triggering the normal revision process. The 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.2 “Editorial revision - Editorial revisions may be carried out without triggering the normal 
revision process. PEFC Finland shall formally approve the editorial changes and publish an amendment or a new 
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YES 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

standardising body shall approve the 
editorial changes formally and publish an 
amendment or a new edition of the 
standard. 

edition of the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was a “normal revision”. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.1 A time-critical revision is a revision 
between two periodic reviews using a fast-
track process. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3 “Time-critical revision 

9.3.1 A time-critical revision is a revision between two periodic reviews using a fast-track process.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

9.3.2 A time-critical revision can be conducted only in the following situations: 

(a) Change in national laws and regulations 
affecting compliance with PEFC 
International requirements  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3.2 “A time-critical revision shall only be conducted in the following situations: 

a) A change in national legislation or other regulations that affects compliance with PEFC International 
requirements” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  
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(b) Instruction by PEFC International to 
comply with specific or new PEFC 
requirements within a timescale that is too 
short for a normal revision.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3.2 “A time-critical revision shall only be conducted in the following situations: (…) b) An 
instruction by PEFC International to comply with specific or new PEFC requirements within a timescale that is 
too short for a normal revision.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

9.3.3 The time-critical revision shall follow these steps: 

 

(a) The standardising body shall draft the 
revised standard,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3.3 “A time-critical revision shall follow these steps: a) PEFC Finland shall draft a revised 
standard” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

 

(b) The standardising body may consult 
stakeholders, but it is not mandatory,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3.3 “A time-critical revision shall follow these steps: (…) b) At its discretion, PEFC Finland 
may consult stakeholders, though this is not mandatory” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

 

(c) The revised standard shall be approved 
formally at the highest appropriate 
decision-making level of the standardising 
body,  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3.3 “A time-critical revision shall follow these steps: (…) c) The revised standard shall be 
approved formally by an assembly of the members of PEFC Finland” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

 

(d) The standardising body shall explain the 
justification for the urgent change(s) and 
make the justification publicly available.  

 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006:2019: 9.3.3 “A time-critical revision shall follow these steps: (…) d) PEFC Finland shall explain the 
justification for the urgent change(s) and make the justification publicly available.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES N/A. The revision was not a time-critical revision.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

9.4.1 A revision shall define the application 
date and transition period of the revised 
standard(s)/normative document(s). 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006: 9.4.1 “A revision shall define the application date and transition period of the revised standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI 1002, page 2:  

“Application date: 16 February 2023 

Transition date: 16 February 2024” 
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PEFC benchmark requirement Assess. 
basis* 

YES 
/N
O 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.4.2 An application date shall not be more 
than one year after the publication of the 
standard. This allows time for endorsement 
of the revised standard(s)/normative 
document(s), introduction of change(s), 
information dissemination and training. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006: 9.4.2 “The application date shall not be later than one year after the publication of the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES PEFC FI 1002, page 2:  

“Publication date: 17 February 2022 

Application date: 16 February 2023” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.4.3 The transition period shall not exceed 
one year. The standardising body may 
determine a longer period when justified by 
exceptional circumstances. 

Procedures YES PEFC FI 1006: 9.4.3 “The transition period shall not exceed one year. PEFC Finland may determine a longer 
period when justified by exceptional circumstances.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Process YES 

PEFC FI 1002, page 2:  

“Application date: 16 February 2023 

Transition date: 16 February 2024” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018) 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Context of the national standard and the organisations applying a PEFC endorsed standard 

4.1 General 

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forest management standards shall: 

a) include management and performance requirements that are 
applicable at the forest management unit level, or at another level 
as appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all requirements is 
achieved at the forest management unit level; 

Note: An example of a situation where a requirement can be 
defined as being at another level (e.g. group/regional) is 
monitoring of forest health. Through monitoring of forest health at 
regional level, and communicating of results at the FMU level, the 
objective of the requirement is met without the necessity to carry 
out the individual monitoring of each forest management unit. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.3 and 4.8 

4.3 “Forest management certification can be applied at the level of an individual forest 
owner/manager (foc) or at the level of a certification group (gc) / regional certification group (rc). In 
case of the (regional) group forest management certification, some requirements of this standard shall 
be implemented by the (regional) group entity at the (regional) group level.” 

4.8 “Forest certification may be implemented as certification granted to an individual forest owner 
(foc), other group certification (gc) or regional group certification (rc).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.    

b) be clear, performance based and auditable; YES PEFC FI 1002: Introduction “The forest certification in Finland is considered as management system 
certification. Therefore, this document is based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 and provides additional 
requirements necessary for certification and auditing of forest management according to the PEFC 
Finland’s scheme. 

This document does not include the text of ISO/IEC 17021-1 and other ISO or IAF documents which can 
be obtained from ISO, national standardisation organisations or the IAF. 

The term “shall” is used throughout this document to indicate those provisions that, reflecting the 
requirements that are mandatory. The term “should” is used to indicate guidance that, although not 
mandatory, is provided as a recognised means of meeting the requirements.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: In the view of the assessor the requirements of the standard are clear, performance 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

based and auditable.  

c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the defined forest 
area who have an impact on achieving compliance with the 
requirements; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.7 “The requirements of this standard shall apply to all forestry actors whose actions 
have an effect on meeting the standard requirements within the area covered by the certificate.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence of compliance 
with the requirements of the forest management standards; 

YES PEFC FI 1002 

4.6 “The certificate holder shall furnish PEFC Finland with the following for publication: (…) d) an 
annual report on the findings of external auditing, including deviations recorded due to non-
compliance with the certification requirements.” 

7.7 “7.7 Documented information 

7.7.1 Certificate holder’s management system shall include documented information required by the 
standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary for the effectiveness of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

7.7.2 The documented information shall be relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of 
the organisation.” 

9.2.2 “Organization 

The certificate holder shall (…) e) retain documented information as evidence of the implementation 
of the audit programme and the audit results.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The standard requires the documentation of information and retaining of records in 
relation to several requirements of the standard. As the benchmark does not explicitly require record 
keeping for all requirements of the standard, the benchmark can be considered as essentially met.   

e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another system specific claim, 
as claim to be used to communicate the origin of products in an 
area covered by the standard to customers with a PEFC chain of 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.11: “In communication of the origin of the products in the certified area to customers 
with a PEFC Chain of Custody certificate the forest owner / manager shall use a formal claim ”100% 
PEFC certified” when communicating the origin of products in the certified area. The communication 
included in delivery documentation associated with the PEFC certified material shall comply with PEFC 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

custody; 

Note: System specific claims of PEFC endorsed standards and PEFC 
Council approved abbreviations of such claims and the claim 
“100% PEFC certified”, and their translations into languages other 
than English, are published online on the PEFC website 
www.pefc.org. 

ST 2002”.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

f) require that where owners/managers of forests are selling 
products from areas other than covered by the standard, only 
products from areas covered by the standard are sold with the 
claim “100% PEFC-certified” or a system specific claim; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.12 “If the forest owner / manager supplies products from an area other than the 
certified area, only products from the certified area are sold with the claim “100% PEFC-certified.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

g) require that claims on the origin of products in an area covered 
by the standard are only made by forest owners/managers 
covered by a PEFC recognised certificate issued against the 
standard; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.10 “Only the forest owner / manager that is covered by a PEFC-recognised forest 
management certificate can make a PEFC claim that the product originates in the certified area. 

NOTE 1: Any other actors, regardless of their possible participation in the forest management 
certification, can make a PEFC claim on the certified origin of the product only on the basis of a valid 
chain of custody certificate issued against PEFC ST 2002.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

h) specify requirements concerning the information which need to 
be provided to a PEFC chain of custody certified customer; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.11 “In communication of the origin of the products in the certified area to customers 
with a PEFC Chain of Custody certificate the forest owner / manager shall use a formal claim ”100% 
PEFC certified” when communicating the origin of products in the certified area. The communication 
included in delivery documentation associated with the PEFC certified material shall comply with PEFC 
ST 2002”.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if requirements of 
this benchmark are not reflected in the regional, national or sub-

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.3 and Annex 2 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

national standard, because they are already addressed through 
the legislation. 

6.3 “Statutory requirements shall be complied with 

6.3.1 The management and use of forests shall comply with current forest, environmental and labour 
legislation, as well as related international agreements ratified by Finland. In the province of Åland, 
however, legislation and official decisions related to Åland shall be observed, to the extent that they 
are part of Åland’s autonomous jurisdiction. 

NOTE 1: Essential legislation applicable to forest management is described in Annex 2.” 

“Annex 2. Legislation essential for Finnish forestry 

The Annex describes the principal legislation affecting Finnish forestry and the statutory obligations of 
forest owners and other actors. Special attention is paid on legislation which takes into account the 
requirements set by the international PEFC standard (PEFC ST 1003:2010). The Annex is provided for 
information purposes only. 

The full Finnish and Swedish versions of the Acts described are accessible free of charge at 
www.finlex.fi, an online database of up-to-date legislative information owned by the Finnish Ministry 
of Justice. Where only an English name is given for an Act in this Annex, a full English translation is also 
found in the database. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders 

The standard requires that the organisation shall determine: 

a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to the sustainable 
forest management; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.13 “The certificate holder shall determine: a) affected stakeholders essential for 
sustainable forestry who are directly impacted” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially addressed. 

b) the relevant needs and expectations of these stakeholders. YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.13 “The certificate holder shall determine: (…) b) the relevant needs and expectations 
of these stakeholders regarding forest management and use.” 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

4.3 Determining the scope of the management system 

4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine 
the boundaries and applicability of the management system to 
establish its scope. 

YES PEFC FI 1002 

4.1 “The object of forest certification shall be the management and use of the forests and other 
forested lands covered by certification. The certification shall concern the holdings declared by a forest 
owner to forest certification in their entirety. (…)” 

4.5 “The coverage of the certificate shall be expressed by the area of forests (forest and scrub land) 
and other forested areas.” 

4.12 “If the forest owner / manager supplies products from an area other than the certified area, only 
products from the certified area are sold with the claim “100% PEFC-certified” 

6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on nature and 
forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators 

(rc) A plan3) describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area4). 

The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-wood forest 
products5) on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, when such 
products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by the forest 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

owner and to gathering based on an agreement. 

Definitions 

2) Data includes: 

- stand-level data on growing stock and soil 

- stand-level need for forestry operations 

- felling potential 

- Natura 2000 sites 

- forest habitats of special importance defined under 8.11 

- known habitats of threatened species defined under 8.12 

- nature management and environmental subsidy sites funded by the state and permanently protected 
sites 

- archaeological sites in the Ancient Relics Register, for which reliable location data exists. 

The accuracy of this information shall be verified every ten years at a minimum. 

3) As an example, a regional forest programme is considered an adequate plan. 

4) The forest resource data and the proposals for measures entered in the metsään.fi system on a 
holding are considered to meet the requirements. 

5) Natural products refer to wild or semi-cultivated forest berries and mushrooms, wild plants, mosses 
and lichens and special natural products such as sap, chaga (Inonotus obliquus), resin and spruce 
sprouts.” 

“7.1 Resources 

7.1.1 The certificate holder shall determine and provide the resources needed for the establishment, 
implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the sustainable forest management 
system.” 



95 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The definition of the management system and its boundaries can be considered as being 
ensured through separate requirements of the standard concerning the identification/definition of, for 
example,  certified area, resources, products, services etc. 

4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall 
comprise the cycle of inventory and planning, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an appropriate 
assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts of 
forest management practices. This shall form a basis for a cycle of 
continuous improvement. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.2, 9.1, 9.3, 10.2 

6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on nature and 
forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs.” 

9.1 “Monitoring, measuring, analysis and evaluation 

9.1.1 The monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their management, including ecological, 
social and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results fed back into the planning 
process. 

9.1.2 The health and vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic 
factors that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, 
overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest 
management operations. 

9.1.3 Where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager and included in forest management, 
the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and 
controlled.s 

9.1.4 The working conditions shall be regularly monitored and adapted as necessary.” 

9.3 “Management review 

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include 

a) the status of actions from previous management reviews; 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the management system; 

c) information on the organisation’s performance, including trends in: 

- nonconformities and corrective actions; 

- monitoring and measurement results; 

- audit results; 

d) opportunities for continual improvement. 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include decisions related 
to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the management system. 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of management 
reviews shall be retained.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5. Leadership 

5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment: 

a) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard 
and other applicable requirements of the certification system; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 5.1 “The organisation shall provide a commitment: a) to comply with the sustainable 
forest management standard and other applicable requirements of the certification system;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest management 
system. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 5.1 “The organisation shall provide a commitment: (…) b) to continuously improve the 
sustainable forest management system” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly 
available. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 5.2 “This commitment shall be publicly available” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable 
forest management shall be clearly defined and assigned. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 5.3 “The responsibilities for sustainable forest management shall be clearly defined and 
parties responsible shall be assigned.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6. Planning 

6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities 

6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall consider 
risks and opportunities concerning compliance with the 
requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and scale of 
the operations of the organisation shall be considered. 

YES PEFC FI 1002 

6.1 “The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects clarified by means of 
a forest use declaration” 

6.1.1 “In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an environmental 
report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. 

The criterion does not apply to fellings for household use. 

Indicators - A forest use declaration or a separate environmental report has been made concerning the 
felling. 

Definitions - 1) An environmental report includes an assessment of the effects of the operation on the 
preservation of the characteristic features of the following: 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

- conservation areas (point 8.10) 

- forest habitats of special importance (point 8.11) 

- habitats of threatened species (point 8.12) 

- archaeological sites (point 8.20) 

- sites of game preservation, recreation, or other such purpose, set up either by the forest owner’s 
decision or in connection with land use planning 

In areas covered by a local master plan, local detailed plan and local detailed shore plan, the 
environmental report drawn up in connection with the planning is sufficient for meeting the 
requirement in this criterion.” 

6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on nature and 
forest resources” 

6.2.1 “To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators 

(rc) A plan describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area. 

The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-wood forest 
products on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, when such 
products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by the forest 
owner and to gathering based on an agreement.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2 on the Forest Act, 26§: “The Act delegates the Finnish Forestry Centre the task 
of preparing a regional forest programme in collaboration with representatives of the forest sector 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

and other stakeholders and of monitoring its implementation (Section 26).” 
PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2 on the Government Decree on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests, 
17§: “The regional forest programme shall include the following: 1) description of the state of forests, 
forestry and wood use, and the needs and goals of developing them; 2) description of the biodiversity 
of the forests, bearing in mind the obligations of the Forest Act and the conservation areas established 
on the basis of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996) and areas under restricted forestry use; 3) 
objectives of activity envisaged in legislation on the financing of sustainable forestry; 4) description of 
livelihoods based on forestry and forests, their employment impact and the needs and potential of 
developing them: 5) assessment of the economic and environmental impact and other impact of 
implementing the programme. When drawing up the programme, the Finnish Forest Centre shall 
cooperate with important forestry actors in the region, the regional councils, environmental 
authorities and other bodies necessary for drafting the programme, as well as with the Sámi 
Parliament in the Sámi homeland. Metsähallitus shall participate in drawing up the programme as far 
as it concerns areas managed by it. (Section 17).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as adequately addressed. 

6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest 
resources shall be established and maintained, adequate to local 
and national conditions and in correspondence with the 
requirements described in this international benchmark standard. 

YES 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on nature and 
forest resources” 

6.2.1 “To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators 

(rc) A plan describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area. 

The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-wood forest 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

products on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, when such 
products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by the forest 
owner and to gathering based on an agreement.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2 on the Forest Act, 26§: “The Act delegates the Finnish Forestry Centre the task 
of preparing a regional forest programme in collaboration with representatives of the forest sector 
and other stakeholders and of monitoring its implementation (Section 26).” 
PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2 on the Government Decree on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests, 
17§: “The regional forest programme shall include the following: 1) description of the state of forests, 
forestry and wood use, and the needs and goals of developing them; 2) description of the biodiversity 
of the forests, bearing in mind the obligations of the Forest Act and the conservation areas established 
on the basis of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996) and areas under restricted forestry use; 3) 
objectives of activity envisaged in legislation on the financing of sustainable forestry; 4) description of 
livelihoods based on forestry and forests, their employment impact and the needs and potential of 
developing them: 5) assessment of the economic and environmental impact and other impact of 
implementing the programme. When drawing up the programme, the Finnish Forest Centre shall 
cooperate with important forestry actors in the region, the regional councils, environmental 
authorities and other bodies necessary for drafting the programme, as well as with the Sámi 
Parliament in the Sámi homeland. Metsähallitus shall participate in drawing up the programme as far 
as it concerns areas managed by it. (Section 17).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.2 Management plan 

6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be: 

a) elaborated and periodically updated or continually adjusted; YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources” 

6.2.1 “To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators - (rc) A plan describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area. 

The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-wood forest 
products on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, when such 
products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by the forest 
owner and to gathering based on an agreement.” 

PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998,  and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

Annex 2 on the Act on the Forest Data System of the Finnish Forest Centre, 4§, 7§: “The Forest Data 
System of the Finnish Forest Centre contains data on the ownership and possession of forest holdings 
of natural persons and on the forest resources of these. This data includes forest data concerning the 
tree stock, soil, growing site, location and geometry, surface area, restrictions of use, biodiversity and 
other special features of a compartment or other geographically limited forest area, as well as data on 



102 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

proposed or completed operations and other data necessary for discharging public administrative 
tasks (Section 4). 

The Act requires that forest resource data shall not contain substantial omissions, errors or 
misinterpretations. In addition, the forest resource data in the data system shall be updated at regular 
intervals (Section 7).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest area; YES See above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation 
as well as existing land-use or other official plans; and 

YES See above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) adequately covering forest resources. YES See above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into 
account the different uses or functions of the managed forest 
area. 

YES See above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include 
at least a description of the current forest management unit, long-
term objectives, and the average annual allowable cut, including 
its justification. 

YES See above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of 
non-wood forest products shall be included in the management 
plan where forest management covers commercial use of non-
wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their 
long-term sustainability. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources” 

6.2.1 “To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information 
on its holding, as regards forest resources (…) The forest owner has information about the potential 
for the sustainable use of non-wood forest products on its holding, other than those gathered on the 
basis of everyman’s rights, when such products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to 
commercial gathering by the forest owner and to gathering based on an agreement.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially addressed. 

6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways 
and means to minimise the risk of degradation and damage to 
forest ecosystems. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.1.1 “The monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their management, including 
ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results fed back into the 
planning process.” 
 
9.1.2 “The health and vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and 
abiotic factors that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, 
overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest 
management operations.” 
 
8.5 “Tree health shall be looked after 
8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). 
During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would deteriorate the growing 
conditions shall be avoided. 
In storaging timber, insect damage shall be prevented. 
Action to prevent damage by game animals shall be taken.” 
 
Annex 2 on the Forest Damages Prevention Act (1087/2013): “The purpose of the Act is to maintain 
the good health of forests and to prevent forest damage (Section 1). Among other things, the Act 
imposes an obligation on the landowner to remove damaged trees from the forest (Section 6) and on 
the actor felling trees to control Heterobasidion during fellings in the summer season (Section 8a). In 
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the event of forest damage of exceptional extent or of a risk of the spreading or occurrence of an 
extensive forest damage, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry may, in order to prevent the 
spreading or occurrence of forest damage, order the land owners in the risk zone to remove the 
necessary number of trees from the forest or to undertake other necessary action (Section 9). 
Natural Resources Institute Finland, assisted by the Finnish Forest Centre, is tasked with monitoring 
and anticipating the occurrence and spreading of plant diseases and pests causing forest damage, as 
well as with studying the cause–effect relationships of damage and its financial significance (Section 
12). Natural Research Institute Finland shall submit an annual report of the findings of the monitoring 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 
 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially covered. 
6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take into 
account the results of scientific research. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Introduction, Guidance and services to forest owners: “Authorities encourage forest 
owners to manage their forests well. State aid is available for safeguarding sustainable timber 
production, maintaining forest biodiversity and improving forest health. Sustainable forestry is also 
promoted by means of the national Best Practices for Sustainable Forest Management, education and 
training and forest certification. 
In forest management and use, recommended best practices of forest management are applied that 
can be followed by all groups of forest owners. Out of the recommended best practices forest owners 
may choose the management methods that best correspond to their goals. They give information on 
the basis and methods of sustainable forest management for a case-by-case application. The 
recommended best practices aim at overall sustainability, harmonising different goals related to forest 
management. Guidance is used to encourage forest owners to adopt measures that have the best 
impact on good forest management, biodiversity and water protection. 
The recommended best practices of forest management are drawn up jointly by researchers and 
experts of forests and ecology and those using the recommendations. An important role in generating 
the background information for the recommendations is played by researchers at various institutes 
and educational establishments. Other bodies that contribute to the content by describing best 
practices include forest owners, forest industry, ENGOs and NGOs, forest sector experts and forest 
workers. Forest professionals use the recommendations when providing services to forest owners and 
when implementing forestry operations. 
Forest management guidelines have also been issued by Metsähallitus for State lands and forest 
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companies for their lands and customers. 
Guidance to forest owners is provided by the forest management associations, the Finnish Forest 
Centre, forest service companies, companies that purchase timber and many other actors in the forest 
sector. They also provide service related to the management and use of forests. 
The Finnish Forest Centre provides training to thousands of forest owners and other forest sector 
actors annually. In addition to personal guidance, training is given both face-to-face and on-line. In 
2018, targeted personal guidance was given to 8,266 forest owners, and a total of 869 training events 
were arranged for both forest owners and forest sector professionals, with a total of 20,862 
participants. 
Private forest owners may be granted statutory aid for certain forest management operations. The aid 
applications are handled and approved by the Finnish Forest Centre. Aid is available for measures and 
projects that promote forest growth and health, the accessibility of forests and nature management. 
The members of the forest management association consist of forest owners, and the associations 
look after their interests. The associations are active in every part of the country, and they provide 
forest owners with a wide range of services everywhere. The services cover forest and nature 
management, forest planning and services related to timber trade.” 
PEFC FI 1002, Introduction, metsaan.fi-service: “The metsään.fi service (in Finnish) contains 
information on the forest holdings of an owner and the basic data of the growing stock by 
compartment. In addition, the service contains proposals on tending and felling operations needed, 
and information on eventual natural sites on the holding. The tending and felling proposals are given 
for the following five years. Every proposal also includes the year during which it is best carried out. 
The metsään.fi service provides an overview of an owner’s forest holdings and their potential. 
Comprehensive maps and aerial images that can be printed out, basic information on the growing 
stock and the proposed tending operations make the preliminary planning and implementation of 
forestry operations easier. 
In addition to tending, felling and natural sites, the service allows the viewing of areas of storm or 
insect damage, the flow patterns of surface waters or the access data of forest resource data. It is also 
possible to see whether the holding is located in a groundwater or nature conservation area or 
whether archaeological sites, nests of the Siberian flying squirrel or occurrences of other threatened 
species have been found on the holding.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022:  

“This has not been made a requirement, because science based evidence is such a cross-cutting theme 
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in the operating environment of the Finnish forest owner. In principle, in the Finnish conditions, all 
operations and guidelines are based on scientific information. Use of scientific information is built into 
the Finnish forestry guidance, advice to forest owners and services. The collection of forest and nature 
data, which is the basis of forest planning, is based on inventory and mapping methods that have been 
proven to be reliable. Forest management models, forestry measures and nature management 
measures are based on scientifically based results and are constantly updated on the basis of new 
research. Forest management recommendations are based on researched results. The 
recommendations for action in the Metsään.fi service are based on forest management 
recommendations and the best available information. The Metsään.fi service also contains 
descriptions of the recommended measures and their grounds, which are based on research. Spatial 
data tools for forest planning are also based on research.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially met in practice.  

6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management 
plan, appropriate to the scope and scale of forest management, 
shall be publicly available and shall include information on the 
general objectives and forest management principles. 

YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 6.2.2 “A summary of the forestry carried on in forests covered by the certificate and of 
related plan (excluding confidential, holding-related and personal data) shall be available to the 
public.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially met. 

6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available summary of 
the management plan may exclude confidential business and 
personal information and other information made confidential by 
applicable legislation or for the protection of cultural sites or 
sensitive natural resource features. 

YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 6.2.2 “A summary of the forestry carried on in forests covered by the certificate and of 
related plan (excluding confidential, holding-related and personal data) shall be available to the 
public.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially met. 

6.3 Compliance requirements 

6.3.1 Legal compliance 
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6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall identify 
and have access to the legislation applicable to its forest 
management and determine how these compliance obligations 
apply to the organisation. 

Note: For a country which has signed a FLEGT Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the European Union and 
the producing country, the “legislation applicable to forest 
management” is defined by the VPA agreement. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.3 “Statutory requirements shall be complied with 

6.3.1 The management and use of forests shall comply with current forest, environmental and labour 
legislation, as well as related international agreements ratified by Finland. In the province of Åland, 
however, legislation and official decisions related to Åland shall be observed, to the extent that they 
are part of Åland’s autonomous jurisdiction. 

NOTE 1: Essential legislation applicable to forest management is described in Annex 2.” 

PEFC FI 1002: Annex 2 “Legislation essential for Finnish forestry 

The Annex describes the principal legislation affecting Finnish forestry and the statutory obligations of 
forest owners and other actors. Special attention is pa8id on legislation which takes into account the 
requirements set by the international PEFC standard (PEFC ST 1003:2010). The Annex is provided for 
information purposes only. 

The full Finnish and Swedish versions of the Acts described are accessible free of charge at 
www.finlex.fi, an online database of up-to-date legislative information owned by the 6Finnish Ministry 
of Justice. Where only an English name is given for an Act in this Annex, a full English translation is also 
found in the database.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organisation shall comply 
with applicable local, national and international legislation on 
forest management, including but not limited to forest 
management practices; nature and environmental protection; 
protected and endangered species; property, tenure and land-use 
rights for indigenous peoples, local communities or other affected 
stakeholders; health, labour and safety issues; anti-corruption and 
the payment of applicable royalties and taxes. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.3 “Statutory requirements shall be complied with 

6.3.1 The management and use of forests shall comply with current forest, environmental and labour 
legislation, as well as related international agreements ratified by Finland. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption 
legislation exists, the organisation must take alternative anti-
corruption measures appropriate to the risk of corruption. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Criminal Code of Finland: “The Code prevents corruption by prohibiting 
and imposing a punishment on the acceptance and asking of a bribe (Chapter 40, Sections 1, 2 and 3).” 
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PEFC FI 1002: 6.4 “Best practices shall be observed when procuring forestry services 

6.4.1 Employers and contract awarders27) shall have paid their taxes and payments related to social 
security and employment pensions. They shall require that their subcontractors and companies 
providing temporary agency workers to them shall pay their taxes and payments related to social 
security and employment pensions, and that they comply with labour and social legislation, collective 
labour agreements and legislation on the use of foreign labour. Forest organizations shall observe 
good procurement practices when purchasing forestry operations.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be implemented 
to address protection of the forest from unauthorised activities 
such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally initiated fires, and 
other illegal activities. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Criminal Code of Finland: “The Criminal Code imposes punishments on 
theft, embezzlement, unauthorized use (Chapter 28, Sections 1 and 2), and criminal trespass, including 
the unauthorized use of land in the possession of another (Section 11).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Code of Real Estate: “The Act defines the grounds for the acquisition of 
real estate and the registration of ownership.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022:  

“Because of existing National systems, there is no need for individual forest owners to deal with these 
matters. Regarding wood thefts: In Finland, The Forest Center has a comprehensive system for 
monitoring harvesting activities. Practically illegal logging, etc. does not happen in Finland. Therefore, 
separate tools for forest owners are not relevant. In the case of legal felling, at most due to an error or 
an unclear boundary, the felling can sometimes target a neighbor’s plot. In this case, the error will be 
noticed and the compensation will be agreed accordingly. Regarding forest fires: The national system 
effectively controls forest fires and therefore individual forest owners do not need to. The Rescue Act 
section 6, specifically regulates the use of open fire and requires a permission from the land owner. 
The Rescue Act section 31, regulates the responsibility for forest fire watching and the issuing of forest 
fire warnings, specifically for the Regional state administrative agencies and the The Finnish 
Meteorological Institute. Regarding illegal hunting: The work of Metsähallitus' wilderness inspectors 
includes the supervision of fishing, hunting and off-road traffic. The work of wilderness inspectors 
covers areas of the state that cover about a third of Finland's land area. The control of hunting in 
Finland is regulated by the Game Management Act. Section 22 of the Game Management Act: The 
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hunting supervisor of the Game Management Association and the recipient of a shooting test and a 
hunter's degree may be appointed for a maximum of five years at a time. Section 23 of the Game 
Management Act: The task of a hunting supervisor is to monitor the legality of hunting and game 
management in its area of operation and, if necessary, report its findings to the authorities responsible 
for monitoring compliance with the Hunting Act, the Finnish Game Center, hunting right holders and 
hunting right holders. In the performance of his or her duties, the hunting supervisor has the right to 
verify the identity of the hunter, the right to hunt, the payment of a game management fee and the 
performance of a shooting test. The hunting supervisor also has the right to check the fishing gear and 
methods. The hunting supervisor is obliged to present a certificate of his right to act as a hunting 
supervisor upon request.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially met in practice.  

6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land 

6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership 
and land tenure arrangements shall be clearly defined, 
documented and established for the relevant management unit. 
Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the 
forest land shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

Note: Guidance for the handling of tenure arrangements can be 
obtained from the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context 
of National Food Security. 

 

 

 

 

YES 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Code of Real Estate: ““The Act defines the grounds for the acquisition of 
real estate and the registration of ownership.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Real Estate Register Act: “National Land Survey of Finland is responsible 
for maintaining the Land Information System, which contains the basic data of real estate units and 
indirect information about owners (Section 1).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on the Sámi Parliament: “The rights of the Sámi as an indigenous 
people in their homeland are safeguarded by a separate act. The Sámi shall have linguistic and cultural 
autonomy in the Sámi homeland as provided in this Act and in other legislation (Section 1). The Sámi 
homeland shall comprise the areas of the municipalities of Enontekiö, Inari and Utsjoki, as well as the 
area of the Lapland reindeer herding cooperative in the municipality of Sodankylä (Section 4). 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Constitution of Finland: 

The Constitution of Finland guarantees the Sámi, as an indigenous people, the right to maintain and 
develop their own language and culture (Section 17). In their homeland, the Sámi shall have linguistic 
and cultural self-government, as provided by an Act (Section 121). The public authorities shall 
guarantee the observance of basic rights and liberties and human rights. (Section 22).” 
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PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on the Skolt: “The purpose of the Act is to enhance the living 
conditions and subsistence opportunities of the Skolt population and the Skolt area and to maintain 
and promote the Skolt culture (Section 1). The Act recognizes the ancient administrative body of the 
Skolt Sámi and their dealing with matters through the Skolt Council (Section 42). The Act grants the 
Skolts special rights related to land use (Section 9).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Metsähallitus: “Metsähallitus is a State enterprise steered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and whose operation is governed by this Act. The relevant 
steering tasks of the Ministry of the Environment are included in Section 9. The tasks of Metsähallitus 
as defined in the Act shall be to manage, use and protect natural resources and other property 
governed by it. Metsähallitus shall carry on business within the framework of its obligations to society 
laid down in the Act and manage public administration duties. In its operation, Metsähallitus shall 
observe business principles and the service targets set for it by the Finnish Parliament, as well as other 
operational objectives (Section 2). As an essential aspect of the sustainable management and use of 
natural resources, Metsähallitus shall, to a sufficient extent, take into account the protection and 
appropriate enhancement of biodiversity, together with the other goals set on the management, use 
and protection of forests, the sea and other natural resources. In addition, Metsähallitus shall take into 
account the requirements of the recreational use of nature and the furthering of employment (Section 
6). To assist in decision-making on the use of State lands managed by Metsähallitus and with a view to 
taking into account the position of local residents and furthering the harmonization of activities, 
regional or district advisory boards shall be set up. For municipalities entirely located inside the Sámi 
homeland, municipal advisory boards shall be formed, with the task of discussing the management 
and use of land and water areas owned by the State and the natural resources related to them 
(Section 39). Within the Sámi homeland specified in the Act on the Sámi Parliament (974/1995), the 
management, use and protection of the natural resources managed by Metsähallitus shall be 
harmonized so as to safeguard the conditions for upholding the Sámi culture; within the reindeer 
herding area specified in the Reindeer Husbandry Act, this shall be done so as to meet the 
requirements of the Reindeer Husbandry Act (848/1990, Section 6.2). 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations 
shall be conducted in recognition of the established framework of 

YES PEFC FI 1002, 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 
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legal, customary and traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 
and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which 
shall not be infringed upon without the free, prior and informed 
consent of the holders of the rights, including the provision of 
compensation where applicable. Where the extent of rights is not 
yet resolved, or is in dispute, there are processes for just and fair 
resolution. In such cases forest managers shall, in the interim, 
provide meaningful opportunities for parties to be engaged in 
forest management decisions whilst respecting the processes and 
roles and responsibilities laid out in the policies and laws where 
the certification takes place. 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 

The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 
culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan” 

8.21 “The operating conditions of reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded 

8.21.1 In state forests managed by Metsähallitus within the reindeer husbandry area, forestry 
operations and reindeer husbandry shall be harmonized through local cooperation, so that the 
conditions for carrying on reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded in forestry operations 
comprehensively and in the long term.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2,*: “The Act on Metsähallitus, the Act on the Sámi Parliament, the Act on the 
Skolts, point 8.21 and point 6.5 take into account some of the requirements of the ILO 169 
Convention.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on the Sámi Parliament: “The rights of the Sámi as an indigenous 
people in their homeland are safeguarded by a separate act. The Sámi shall have linguistic and cultural 
autonomy in the Sámi homeland as provided in this Act and in other legislation (Section 1). The Sámi 
homeland shall comprise the areas of the municipalities of Enontekiö, Inari and Utsjoki, as well as the 
area of the Lapland reindeer herding cooperative in the municipality of Sodankylä (Section 4). 
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PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Constitution of Finland: 

The Constitution of Finland guarantees the Sámi, as an indigenous people, the right to maintain and 
develop their own language and culture (Section 17). In their homeland, the Sámi shall have linguistic 
and cultural self-government, as provided by an Act (Section 121). The public authorities shall 
guarantee the observance of basic rights and liberties and human rights. (Section 22).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on the Skolt: “The purpose of the Act is to enhance the living 
conditions and subsistence opportunities of the Skolt population and the Skolt area and to maintain 
and promote the Skolt culture (Section 1). The Act recognizes the ancient administrative body of the 
Skolt Sámi and their dealing with matters through the Skolt Council (Section 42). The Act grants the 
Skolts special rights related to land use (Section 9).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Metsähallitus: “Metsähallitus is a State enterprise steered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and whose operation is governed by this Act. The relevant 
steering tasks of the Ministry of the Environment are included in Section 9. The tasks of Metsähallitus 
as defined in the Act shall be to manage, use and protect natural resources and other property 
governed by it. Metsähallitus shall carry on business within the framework of its obligations to society 
laid down in the Act and manage public administration duties. In its operation, Metsähallitus shall 
observe business principles and the service targets set for it by the Finnish Parliament, as well as other 
operational objectives (Section 2). As an essential aspect of the sustainable management and use of 
natural resources, Metsähallitus shall, to a sufficient extent, take into account the protection and 
appropriate enhancement of biodiversity, together with the other goals set on the management, use 
and protection of forests, the sea and other natural resources. In addition, Metsähallitus shall take into 
account the requirements of the recreational use of nature and the furthering of employment (Section 
6). To assist in decision-making on the use of State lands managed by Metsähallitus and with a view to 
taking into account the position of local residents and furthering the harmonization of activities, 
regional or district advisory boards shall be set up. For municipalities entirely located inside the Sámi 
homeland, municipal advisory boards shall be formed, with the task of discussing the management 
and use of land and water areas owned by the State and the natural resources related to them 
(Section 39). Within the Sámi homeland specified in the Act on the Sámi Parliament (974/1995), the 
management, use and protection of the natural resources managed by Metsähallitus shall be 
harmonized so as to safeguard the conditions for upholding the Sámi culture; within the reindeer 
herding area specified in the Reindeer Husbandry Act, this shall be done so as to meet the 
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requirements of the Reindeer Husbandry Act (848/1990, Section 6.2). 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations 
shall respect human rights as defined by the Universal Declaration 
on Human Rights. 

YES International obligations of human rights treaties have been incorporated into the Finnish 
constitution. 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Constitution of Finland: “The public authorities shall guarantee the 
observance of basic rights and liberties and human rights. (Section 22).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions 

6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations 
shall comply with fundamental ILO conventions. 

Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions have 
been ratified, the requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries 
where a fundamental convention has not been ratified and its 
content is not covered by applicable legislation, specific 
requirements shall be included in the forest management 
standard. 

YES Finland has ratified all fundamental conventions, i.e. ILO 29, 87, 98, 100, 105, 111, 138 and 182.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions 

6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be 
planned, organised and performed in a manner that enables 
health and accident risks to be identified and all reasonable 
measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related 
risks. Workers shall be informed about the risks involved with their 
work and about preventive measures. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.6 “Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be safeguarded 

6.6.1 Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be created for contractors and 
employees, as well as a work environment promoting well-being at work and non-discrimination. 

Indicators: The employer and the contract awarder27) have in place a procedure to ensure that the 
work to be carried out shall not jeopardize the safety and health of contractors/employees. 

The contractors/employees have at their disposal general occupational safety guidelines. 
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In its activity, the employer recognizes and takes into account risk factors and hazards caused by the 
work, work conditions and working hours16) and the stress caused by travel. If the above factors 
cannot be completely eliminated, measures to bring the risk down to a manageable level are 
implemented. 

The employer has organized statutory occupational health care17). 

The employer regularly, at least every year, organizes activity to maintain work ability, adapted to the 
local conditions. 

Employers regularly employing a minimum18) of 30 persons, shall each year, in collaboration with 
employee representatives, draw up an equality plan, particularly addressing pay schedules and other 
employment conditions, in line with statutory requirements19).  

The above indicators may be considered to be met if they are dealt with in the organization’s action 
plan on occupational safety or in its human resources and training plan. 

The contractors/employees have been informed of factors or terrain areas which may jeopardize 
occupational safety during work or on site. 

Instructions related to the work are given in a language understood by the contractors/employees20). 

When needed in matters related to work, the employees have access to a person who speaks and 
understands a common language and can act as interpreter. 

The contractors/employees have at their disposal general instructions needed for the work. 

The contractors/employees have received site-specific working instructions and maps showing the site 
boundaries and requirements on quality, environment, occupational safety and the like21). Unless 
otherwise agreed in writing, the purchaser49) makes sure that ambiguous boundaries of operations or 
the site and natural sites of special importance that are difficult to discern are marked in the terrain.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be 
safe, and guidance and training in safe working practices shall be 

YES PEFC FI 1002: PEFC FI 1002: “7.2 The competence of employees shall be ensured 
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provided to all those assigned to a task in forest operations. 
Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or 
applicable collective agreements. 

Note: Guidance for specifying national standards can be obtained 
from the ILO Code of Good Practice: Safety and Health in Forestry 
Work. 

7.2.1 The sufficient professional and vocational skills of employees shall be ensured. 

Indicators - The employer and contract awarder27) have proof of having ensured that those carrying 
out the work have sufficient skills for each task allocated to them. 

The employer has proof of having ensured the maintenance of professional and vocational 
competence28) and of developing them as necessary during the employment relationship.” 

6.6 “Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be safeguarded 

6.6.1 Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be created for contractors and 
employees, as well as a work environment promoting well-being at work and non-discrimination. 

Indicators: The employer and the contract awarder27) have in place a procedure to ensure that the 
work to be carried out shall not jeopardize the safety and health of contractors/employees. 

The contractors/employees have at their disposal general occupational safety guidelines. 

In its activity, the employer recognizes and takes into account risk factors and hazards caused by the 
work, work conditions and working hours16) and the stress caused by travel. If the above factors 
cannot be completely eliminated, measures to bring the risk down to a manageable level are 
implemented. 

The employer has organized statutory occupational health care17). 

The employer regularly, at least every year, organizes activity to maintain work ability, adapted to the 
local conditions. 

Employers regularly employing a minimum18) of 30 persons, shall each year, in collaboration with 
employee representatives, draw up an equality plan, particularly addressing pay schedules and other 
employment conditions, in line with statutory requirements19).  

The above indicators may be considered to be met if they are dealt with in the organization’s action 
plan on occupational safety or in its human resources and training plan. 

The contractors/employees have been informed of factors or terrain areas which may jeopardize 
occupational safety during work or on site. 
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Instructions related to the work are given in a language understood by the contractors/employees20). 

When needed in matters related to work, the employees have access to a person who speaks and 
understands a common language and can act as interpreter. 

The contractors/employees have at their disposal general instructions needed for the work. 

The contractors/employees have received site-specific working instructions and maps showing the site 
boundaries and requirements on quality, environment, occupational safety and the like21). Unless 
otherwise agreed in writing, the purchaser49) makes sure that ambiguous boundaries of operations or 
the site and natural sites of special importance that are difficult to discern are marked in the terrain.” 

6.7 “Employer obligations shall be complied with 

6.7.1 Employers and contract awarders27) shall comply with labour and social legislation22), collective 
agreements23) and legislation on the use of foreign labour. 

Employers and contract awarders shall provide employee representatives at each workplace with the 
information required by the Act on the Contractor’s Obligations and Liability when Work is Contracted 
Out24). 

Indicators 

The employer knows the obligations concerning its activity included in collective agreements, 
employment contracts, labour and social legislation and, where applicable, legislation on the use of 
foreign labour, and the employer has in place a procedure to ensure compliance with the legislation in 
effect. 

Employers conclude employment contracts in writing and archive them. 

The recording of actual hours worked of employees covered by the Working Time Act is arranged and 
remuneration based on hours worked, pay supplements and overtime is paid in the manner set out in 
the Working Time Act or collective agreements25). 

Statements are requested from employee organizations on infringements in the area against collective 
agreements and the legislation mentioned above. 

At the start of work, the employer or purchaser49) ensures that a foreign operator or employee 
carrying out the work as a contractual partner has been informed of their rights and obligations with 
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regard to working in Finland26). 

Definitions 

22) Legislation refers to Finnish legislation. 

23) Collective agreements refer to collective labour agreements in force in Finland. 

24) Act on the Contractor’s Obligations and Liability when Work is Contracted Out (1233/2006) 

25) According to Section 32 of the Working Time Act (872/2019), the employer shall record the hours 
worked and the remuneration paid per each employee. Section 2 of the Working Time Act lists groups 
to which the Act does not apply. With a collective agreement or a local agreement it is possible to 
agree on derogations from provisions related to working hours, within the limits specified in Sections 
34–36 of the Working Time Act. 

26) The requirement may be met, for example, by giving or making known to the worker the guide 
”Work in Finland” at www.te-palvelut.fi. The foreign language versions available are: Swedish, English, 
Estonian, Spanish and Polish.” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: It is not clear how the benchmark requirement on training is addressed. If this is covered 
by legislation, reference to and quotation from the legislation is required.  

6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant 
forest workers as well as of contractors and other operators 
operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at least 
legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collective 
bargaining agreements. 

Note: Where wages are below the living wage of a country, steps 
should be taken to attain increased wages towards a living wage 
level over time in addition to increases for inflation. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.7 “Employer obligations shall be complied with 

6.7.1 Employers and contract awarders27) shall comply with labour and social legislation22), collective 
agreements23) and legislation on the use of foreign labour. 

Employers and contract awarders shall provide employee representatives at each workplace with the 
information required by the Act on the Contractor’s Obligations and Liability when Work is Contracted 
Out24). 

Indicators 

The employer knows the obligations concerning its activity included in collective agreements, 
employment contracts, labour and social legislation and, where applicable, legislation on the use of 
foreign labour, and the employer has in place a procedure to ensure compliance with the legislation in 
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effect. 

Employers conclude employment contracts in writing and archive them. 

The recording of actual hours worked of employees covered by the Working Time Act is arranged and 
remuneration based on hours worked, pay supplements and overtime is paid in the manner set out in 
the Working Time Act or collective agreements25). 

Statements are requested from employee organizations on infringements in the area against collective 
agreements and the legislation mentioned above. 

At the start of work, the employer or purchaser49) ensures that a foreign operator or employee 
carrying out the work as a contractual partner has been informed of their rights and obligations with 
regard to working in Finland26).. 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.4 “Best practices shall be observed when procuring forestry services 

6.4.1 Employers and contract awarders27) shall have paid their taxes and payments related to social 
security and employment pensions. They shall require that their subcontractors and companies 
providing temporary agency workers to them shall pay their taxes and payments related to social 
security and employment pensions, and that they comply with labour and social legislation, collective 
labour agreements23) and legislation on the use of foreign labour. 

Forest organizations7) shall observe good procurement practices when purchasing forestry 
operations8).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed 
to equal opportunities, non-discrimination and freedom from 
workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 6.6 ” Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be safeguarded 

6.6.1 Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be created for contractors and 
employees, as well as a work environment promoting well-being at work and non-discrimination. 

Indicators - (…) Employers regularly employing a minimum18) of 30 persons, shall each year, in 
collaboration with employee representatives, draw up an equality plan, particularly addressing pay 
schedules and other employment conditions, in line with statutory requirements19). 
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The above indicators may be considered to be met if they are dealt with in the organization’s action 
plan on occupational safety or in its human resources and training plan. (…) 

Definitions (…) 19) Act on Equality between Women and Men (609/1986) 

20) In case the employer or contract awarder is a public body as defined in Section 3 of the Language 
Act (423/2003), the Language Act shall also be observed, as well as the Sámi Language Act (1086/2003) 
in the Sámi Homeland. 

21) Other requirement refers to, for example, the removal of canopy biomass from recreation trails on 
which there exists an agreement between the landowner and the party maintaining the trail. 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Equality between Women and Men: “The purpose of the Act shall 
be to prevent discrimination based on gender, to promote equality between women and men, and 
thus to improve the status of women, particularly in working life. Furthermore, it shall be the purpose 
of the Act to prevent discrimination based on gender identity or gender expression (Section 1). The Act 
requires that every employer shall promote equality between women and men within working life in a 
purposeful and systematic manner (Section 6).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7. Support 

7.1 Resources 

7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine 
and provide the resources needed for the establishment, 
implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 7.1 “Resources 

7.1.1 The certificate holder shall determine and provide the resources needed for the establishment, 
implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the sustainable forest management 
system.”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.2 Competence   
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7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, 
employees and forest owners shall be provided with sufficient 
information and kept up-to-date through continuous training in 
relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition for 
all management planning and practices described in this 
benchmark. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 7.2 The competence of employees shall be ensured 

7.2.1 The sufficient professional and vocational skills of employees shall be ensured. 

Indicators - The employer and contract awarder27) have proof of having ensured that those carrying 
out the work have sufficient skills for each task allocated to them. 

The employer has proof of having ensured the maintenance of professional and vocational 
competence28) and of developing them as necessary during the employment relationship. 

Definitions 

27) Depending on the case, employer and contract awarder refer to an employer registered in the 
Employer Register, the manager of a tree harvesting site or the subcontract awarder. Information on 
employers registered in the Employer Register is available from the Business Information System (YTJ). 

28) Professional and vocational competence may be acquired through either professional and 
vocational education or work experience.  

PEFC FI 1002: 7.4 “The know-how of forest owners shall be comprehensively furthered 

7.4.1 The number of persons participating annually in further training or in personal or group guidance 
for forest owners in group certification shall be no less than 20% of the number of forest owners in the 
region32). 

The criterion shall only apply to regional group certification. 

Indicators 

Statistics kept in the region by the Finnish Forest Centre, forest management associations, forest 
industry companies and establishments of forestry education, as well as by organizations committed 
to forest certification, on training and education events organized by them for forest owners in the 
region and on personal33) and group guidance34). The statistics shall show the number of participants 
in training and extension35). 

Topics discussed in training may include, among others, financially profitable timber production and 
harvesting, forest ecology and nature management in commercial forests, methods of silviculture, 
forestry on mires, hydrology and climate issues and forests, multiple use of forests, natural products, 
game management, forest-related cultural heritage, self-employed silvicultural operations, everyman’s 
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rights and PEFC forest certification. 

Definitions 

32) The number of forest owners is calculated on the basis of the number of forest owners 
participating in group certification. 

33) Personal guidance includes, among others, field visits with a forest professional, other 
corresponding visits to a holding, on-line consultation, planning forestry operations with a 
professional, guidance by a professional on carrying out forestry operations and on utilizing other 
forest products. 

34) Group guidance refers to courses, on-line courses, forest excursions and forestry work 
demonstrations arranged for forest owners by the parties listed in the indicator. 

35) Participants in training/extension are considered to include forest owners and other persons who 
participate in managing forest matters on the holding.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.3 Communication   

7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and 
consultation with local communities, indigenous peoples and other 
stakeholders relating to sustainable forest management shall be 
provided. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 7.5 “Communication 

7.5.1 The certificate holder shall manage the communication and consultation required by the 
certification with local communities and other stakeholders.”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially covered. 

7.4 Complaints   

7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in 
place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to forest 
management operations, land use rights and work conditions. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 7.6 “Complaints resolution 

7.6.1 The certificate holder shall establish a complaints and appeal resolution mechanism dealing with 
complaints and appeals relating to the implementation of sustainable forest management (PEFC FI 
1002). The certificate holder shall provide accessible contact point for the complaints and appeals. 
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Having received a complaint concerning the certificate, the holder shall: 

a) acknowledge the received complaint/appeal to the complainant/appellant; 

b) gather and verify all necessary information, validate and impartially evaluate the complaint/appeal 
and make decision on the complaint/appeal; 

c) formally communicate the decision on the complaint/appeal and the complaint/appeal handling 
process to the complainant/appellant and concerned parties; 

d) ensure appropriate corrective and preventive action.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.5 Documented Information   

7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management 
system shall include documented information required by the 
standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary 
for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management 
system. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 7.7 “Documented information 

7.7.1 Certificate holder’s management system shall include documented information required by the 
standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary for the effectiveness of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

7.7.2 The documented information shall be relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of 
the organisation.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is 
relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of the 
organisation. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 7.7 “Documented information 

7.7.1 Certificate holder’s management system shall include documented information required by the 
standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary for the effectiveness of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

7.7.2 The documented information shall be relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of 
the organisation.”  
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8. Operation 

8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle 

8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to 
maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services and 
maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social 
values of forest resources. 

YES PEFC Finland statement: “PEFC FI 1002 / forest management requirements of the standard together 
are equivalent to this.” 

Examples of the standard´s requirements contributing to the maintenance or increase of forest 
ecosystem services and resources: 

8.1 “The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock36) shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit37). (…) Definitions (…) 37) During the corresponding period more carbon is bound 
in the trees (stemwood) than is removed by stemwood harvesting. During a given period, the trees in a 
forest will remain a carbon sink when tree growth exceeds the drain on growing stock.” 

8.3 “Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 (…) (rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way the 
products and services provided by forests.” 

8.6 “Tending of young stands shall be timely 

8.6.1 (rc + gc) A minimum of 60% of the annual need for young stand tending51) in the certified area 
shall be completed annually. 

(foc) A minimum of 60% of the requirement for young stand tending52) in the owner’s forests for the 
5-year period shall be completed.” 

“8.10 The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Act: The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, 
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ecologically and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the 
forests produce sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1). (…) 
The Act prohibits deforestation. A forest owner shall regenerate the forest after regeneration felling 
(Sections 5, 5a). The regeneration obligation shall also apply to forestry land which has been declared 
for other use if the use has not been changed within four years from the end of felling or other activity 
(Section 3). Clearing forest for other use may require permission according to the Land Use and 
Building Act, the Environmental Protection Act or the Water Act. The Forest Act shall be applied until 
the decision to grant the permission becomes effective. 

The Act requires forests to be managed and used so as to safeguard the general conditions for the 
preservation of habitats important for forest biodiversity (Section 10). Moreover, protection forests 
shall be managed and used with particular care, ensuring that no measures cause a retreat of the 
timberline (Section 12). To preserve forest for the protection of settlements or cultivated areas on 
islands or shores along the coast or in inland waters that are highly exposed to the wind or on high 
slopes or steep bluffs or to prevent landslides, more severe restrictions on forest use may be imposed 
(Section 13). (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The assessor agrees with PEFC Finland´s argument that the standard´s requirements in 
their entirety meet the requirement of the benchmark for maintenance or increase of forest 
ecosystem services and resources. 

8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the 
forest resources and the capacity of the forest to store and 
sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium and long 
term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate 
silvicultural measures and preferring techniques that minimise 
adverse impacts on forest resources. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.1 “The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit. The drain on growing stock during the five-year period may exceed increment 
owing to a natural disaster or in order to prevent a natural disaster. The criterion shall be applied 
when the area certified is at least 700,000 ha. (gc + foc) The quantity and quality of forest resources 
shall be safeguarded by ensuring forest regeneration in connection with regeneration fellings. 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.2 “Energy wood shall be harvested sustainably 

8.2.1 When removing canopy biomass and stumps from felling sites, the methods used shall take into 
account the wood production capacity and biodiversity of the felling site and aspects related to water 
protection. Other requirements in the standard shall also be observed when harvesting energy wood. 
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Biomass to be left on regeneration felling sites: 

- about 30% of canopy biomass39), as evenly as possible 

- retention stumps40), at least 25/ha, on clay and silt soils at least 50/ha 

- in addition, all stumps remaining from previous fellings and stumps less than 15 cm in diameter 

All conifer stumps may be harvested on sites infested by Heterobasidion. 

In harvesting energy wood, the following criteria shall be used in site selection: 

a) sites suitable for canopy biomass removal from regeneration sites: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands 

b) sites suitable for stump removal from regeneration sites: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands 

- if the regeneration site contains Heterobasidion annosum: all moorland sites, excluding nutrient-poor 
heathland forests 

c) sites suitable for harvesting whole trees in intermediate fellings: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands. However, if the 
share of spruce of stem count before thinning exceeds 75%, whole trees shall not be harvested. 

d) in spruce stands with a boron deficiency, canopy biomass or whole trees may be removed, if the 
nutrient balance in the stand is ensured with boron fertilization. 

The requirements of sparing biomass shall not apply to lands with a local master or a local detailed 
plan where the Forest Act is not applied.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.5 “Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the environment. 
During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would deteriorate the growing 
conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be prevented. Action to prevent 
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damage by game animals shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.6 “Tending of young stands shall be timely 

8.6.1 (rc + gc) A minimum of 60% of the annual need for young stand tending51) in the certified area 
shall be completed annually. 

(foc) A minimum of 60% of the requirement for young stand tending52) in the owner’s forests for the 
5-year period shall be completed.“ 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.16 “The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “7.4 The know-how of forest owners shall be comprehensively furthered 

7.4.1 The number of persons participating annually in further training or in personal or group guidance 
for forest owners in group certification shall be no less than 20% of the number of forest owners in the 
region. The criterion shall only apply to regional group certification. 

Indicators - Statistics kept in the region by the Finnish Forest Centre, forest management associations, 
forest industry companies and establishments of forestry education, as well as by organizations 
committed to forest certification, on training and education events organized by them for forest 
owners in the region and on personal and group guidance. The statistics shall show the number of 
participants in training and extension. 

Topics discussed in training may include, among others, financially profitable timber production and 
harvesting, forest ecology and nature management in commercial forests, methods of silviculture, 
forestry on mires, hydrology and climate issues and forests, multiple use of forests, natural products, 
game management, forest-related cultural heritage, self-employed silvicultural operations, everyman’s 
rights and PEFC forest certification.”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met. 

8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.1 “The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink (…)” 
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management operations, such as greenhouse gas emission 
reductions and efficient use of resources shall be encouraged. 

PEFC Finland comment, 8th July 2022: 

“The requirement of the international criterion has not been recorded separately, but has been taken 
into account in the content of several criteria as a cross cutting theme when drafting the standard. The 
theme was particularly highlighted in the work of the Standards Working Group, during which experts 
were consulted. A separate study (PEFC FI-kriteristöstandardin vaatimusmuutosten vaikutusten 
arviointi [PEFC FI - impact assessment of changes in the requirements of the criteria standard], 2021) 
assessing the impacts of the new standard listed the climate-related connections in the section 4.5. 
(translation attached). 

PEFC FI - impact assessment of changes in the requirements of the criteria standard, 4.5 Climate and 
carbon sequestration 

“The effects of the changes on climate and forest carbon sequestration have been assessed through 
several criteria, the most important of which are criterion 2, but criteria 6, 7, 10 and 11 are also 
relevant. Changes in other criteria are not considered to have significant effects on climate and forest 
carbon sequestration. 

The effects of carbon sequestration in forests can vary significantly over time (short or long). 
Increasing logging and a sharp increase in the proportion of young forests will reduce the carbon sink 
of mineral forests in the short term. When looking at the carbon sink of forests, it is also important to 
pay attention to long-term changes. Biomass production is essential in assessing the carbon 
sequestration of forests. Increasing biomass binds carbon to both trees and soil. Changes in felling 
volumes affect the carbon balances of forests and the development of carbon stocks not only through 
the removal of woody biomass, but also in terms of the changing litter feed as a result of felling. In 
addition, unforeseen deforestation can have significant carbon balance effects 26. 

The change to criterion 2 allows for higher harvest rates than the current standard. The requirement in 
the title of the criterion for the [?] 

From the perspective of long-term climate impacts, the change provides an opportunity to lower the 
level of carbon sequestration in forests compared to the current criterion. This possibility does not run 
counter to the objective set out in the title, but the change reduces the importance of the criterion as 
a means of promoting climate objectives in the land use sector.” 

PEFC Finland comment, 18th September 2022: 
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“As described in the PEFC in Finland’s earlier response, the PEFC Finland forest management practices 
are expected to have a wide range of positive climate effects. These are described more in detail in the 
impact assessment carried out by Tapio services. The standard promotes climate friendly practices 
especially in section 8.16.1 where it targets peatland forestry operations. The standard also includes a 
wide range of other references to climate change mitigation and adaptation for example via forest 
owner training, monitoring and relevant legislation.  

Climate action is a cross cutting issue and in practice PEFC in Finland encourages to make use of 
various climate smart practices in its various operations. This can be seen for example in decisions 
related to energy, transport and meetings. For example PEFC Finland utilizes online capabilities partly 
or fully when organizing meetings. This lowers the need for transport and other arrangements. In 
trainings and other occasions, PEFC Finland also always encourages the use of carpooling to limit the 
number of cars needed. When feasible, we also over all encourage to favor the use of sustainably 
produced wood-based products over other non-renewable alternatives. PEFC Finland has also made a 
sustainability commitment where it commits to promote sustainability in the entire Finnish society. As 
part of the reporting of this commitment PEFC Finland describes climate related aspects. Considering 
the broad coverage of climate aspects and especially the reference to climate friendly practices in 
section 8.16.1 in the standard, PEFC Finland sees that the benchmark is addressed.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially addressed.   

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation 
applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of 
national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority including consultation 
with affected stakeholders; and 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.4.1 “The standard requires that the clearing of forests for other types of land use 

- shall be carried out in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning 
plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized. (…) On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that 
- this shall be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and 
zoning plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized. (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
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circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan.  

The Act requires that land use objectives adopted by the Government shall be taken into account and 
their implementation shall be promoted in regional and municipal land use planning and the activity of 
government authorities (Section 24). 

The purpose of land use objectives is to curb emissions from settlements and transport, safeguard 
biodiversity and the values of cultural environments, as well as improve the regeneration potential of 
businesses. They are also a means of adapting to the consequences of climate change and extreme 
weather conditions. National land use objectives are part of the land use system stipulated in the Land 
Use and Building Act.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex2 on the Forest Act: “(…) The Act prohibits deforestation. A forest owner shall 
regenerate the forest after regeneration felling (Sections 5, 5a). The regeneration obligation shall also 
apply to forestry land which has been declared for other use if the use has not been changed within 
four years from the end of felling or other activity (Section 3). Clearing forest for other use may require 
permission according to the Land Use and Building Act, the Environmental Protection Act or the Water 
Act. The Forest Act shall be applied until the decision to grant the permission becomes effective. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: While the standard itself does not prohibit the conversion of forests to other land use or 
tree plantations in general, it requires that conversions are in line with “legally valid land use plans and 
zoning plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act”, which are 
required to be prepared in interaction with substantially affected stakeholders. The benchmark can be 
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considered as essentially met. 

b) entails a small proportion (no greater than 5 %) of forest type 
within the certified area; and 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.4.1 (…) The clearing of forests for other land use shall only affect a maximum of 5% of 
the forest area covered by the certificate during the validity of the certificate. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) does not have negative impacts on ecologically important forest 
areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or other protected 
areas; and 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.4 “Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 The standard requires that the clearing of forests for other types of land use (…) - shall not 
jeopardize sites of special importance for biodiversity defined under points 8.10, 8.11 and 8.16. An 
exception to this prohibition may be granted if the change is based on a permit from authorities and 
an approved land use plan. 

- shall not jeopardize the preservation of archaeological sites defined under point 8.21.” 

8.10 “The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures. (…)  

Definitions - 60) The conservation areas referred to in the criterion consist of nature conservation 
areas established on the basis of the Nature Conservation Act.” 

8.11 “The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 

b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
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habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: 

1. Kettle holes and sunny eskers with naturally absent or sparse tree cover 

The minimum depth of kettle holes referred to in the criterion is 10 m, and their bottom has a clearly 
recognizable, cellar-like microclimate. The most important characteristic feature to be conserved is the 
clearly identifiable vegetation created by the microclimate, which shall be conserved by limiting the 
felling to the top section of the kettle walls. The sunny eskers with naturally absent or sparse tree 
cover referred to in the criterion are situated on esker slopes facing south-east, south, south-west and 
west. The principal characteristic feature to be conserved is the heat-seeking range of species, which 
shall be conserved by excluding the site from afforestation. 

2. Undrained hardwood-spruce swamp 

The habitats referred to in the criterion include undrained62) swamps not defined as habitats of 
special importance under Section 10 of the Forest Act and whose tree stock resembles natural state 
and has an uneven age structure or in which the minimum volume of deadwood is 20 m3/ha. On sites 
less than 0.5 ha in size the minimum volume of deadwood is 10 m3. The principal characteristic 
features to be conserved in swamps are the aged tree stock, the deadwood and the high level of 
groundwater, which shall be maintained by abstaining from draining. Intermediate fellings and 
removing individual trees shall be allowed, provided that the principal characteristic features of the 
swamp are conserved. 

3. Undrained eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens 
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The characteristic features to be conserved on undrained eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens are the 
alternation of flark and hummock formations and the high nutrient content of the peat. These shall be 
maintained by not draining eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens and excluding them from forestry 
operations. 

4. Broadleave-dominated herb-rich forests 

The principal characteristic feature to be conserved in herb-rich forests past the sapling stage, referred 
to in the criterion, is the broadleave-dominated63) stock consisting of several species. In intermediate 
fellings the dominance of broadleaves shall be maintained and trees valuable for biodiversity shall be 
spared. 

5. Old-growth forests 

Old-growth forest refers to forests meeting the following requirements: 

I. The age of the dominant tree stock is over 160 years in Southern Finland and over 200 years64) in 
Northern Finland. 

II. The tree stock is uneven-aged or consists of several canopy layers and species, or of a spruce stand 
at a late succession stage. 

III. Selection felling, intermediate felling or opening up of the stands have not been carried out in 60 
years. Previous selection or intermediate fellings or opening up operations have not changed the 
natural structural characteristics of the forest, and the maximum number of stumps left in fellings is 
20/ha. 

IV. The tree stock includes aged broadleaves and also standing and fallen deadwood and barkless 
standing trees, the combined minimum volume of which is 15% in Southern Finland and 20% in 
Northern Finland. 

The characteristic features of the site shall be conserved by excluding the stand from forestry 
operations. 

6. Alluvial forests and flood meadows in their natural state 

Alluvial forests and flood meadows referred to in the criterion are characterized by an annual cycle of 
flooding. The most important special characteristic of alluvial forests on mineral soils and flood 
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meadows on peatlands, created by the natural flooding of the sea, lakes, rivers and brooks and the 
variation of surface water levels is the natural variation in the level of surface waters, which shall be 
conserved by leaving the sites undrained. Intermediate or shelterwood fellings may be carried out or 
individual trees removed, while preserving existing deadwood. (…) 

Definitions 

61) Jeopardizing the natural state of a natural-state coastal lagoon (flada) of more than 10 ha in size, a 
lake created by land uplift (kluuvijärvi) or a spring, or of a streamlet or a pond or lake of a maximum 
size of 1 ha outside the province of Lapland is prohibited. 

62) Mires referred to in the criterion consist of undrained spruce mires and drained spruce mires 
where the draining is no longer effective. 

63) A herb-rich forest is broadleave-dominated when the share of broadleaves out of the stand 
volume is over 50%. 

64) Northern Finland includes the areas covered by the regional units of Kainuu, Northern 
Ostrobothnia and Lapland of the Finnish Forest Centre; Southern Finland includes the areas covered by 
the Centre’s other regional units.” 

8.16 “The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted. 

Indicators 

First-time ditching79) is not undertaken on mires with a hydrology in its natural state or resembling 
natural state78). 

Mires with a hydrology in its natural state or resembling natural state are not taken into use for the 
cultivation of energy wood. 

Ditch maintenance is only carried out in areas where ditching has clearly improved tree growth80). 
Drained mires with a low timber production are left for spontaneous restoration. 

Ditch maintenance plans include a water protection plan81), and the water protection measures in it 
have been appropriately implemented. A notification in line with the Water Act has been submitted to 
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the ELY centre on ditch maintenance and ditch mounding projects which are other than minor and 
when water is led to water bodies downstream. 

On the edges of open mires and mires left for spontaneous restoration, a buffer zone with a minimum 
width of 10 m and clearly distinguishable ecotones is left. On the buffer zone, only selection felling is 
allowed, as well as the digging of a ditch for the purpose of restoring water to mires which are 
protected or otherwise in their natural state, but which have become less moist due to ditching. No 
soil preparation is carried out on the zone and the bush layer is spared. The retention trees of a stand 
marked for cutting may be grouped on the buffer zone. 

Actors have in place guidelines, appropriate for the management of peatland forests, on appropriate 
soil preparation, ditching and felling methods. The guidelines are based on up-to-date information and 
take into account the climate impact of operations on mires.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and YES As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: While the standard does not explicitly address the conversion of “areas of significantly 
high carbon stock”, the “sites of special importance for biodiversity” referred to in 8.4.1 and further 
defined in 8.10, 8.11, 8.16 are understood to be also areas which have a “significantly high carbon 
stock”. Therefore, the benchmark can be considered as being met. 

e) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and 
social benefits. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, 8.4.1 “The standard requires that the clearing of forests for other types of land use shall 
be carried out in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning plans 
approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be jeopardized” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Act: The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, 
ecologically and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the 
forests produce sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1). A land 
owner shall submit to the Finnish Forestry Centre a forest use declaration concerning the intention to 
carry out felling in a specified area, as well as methods of felling and regeneration, and the treatment 
of any habitats of special importance in the area (Section 14). The Act also specifies the responsibilities 
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of the parties who carry out and plan the felling (Section 7). During harvesting and related operations, 
and for its own part, the party that carries out the felling shall ensure compliance with the provisions 
of the Act. The party that makes the plan for marking the stand for felling shall be responsible for 
producing a plan in compliance with the Act. The Act prohibits deforestation. A forest owner shall 
regenerate the forest after regeneration felling (Sections 5, 5a). The regeneration obligation shall also 
apply to forestry land which has been declared for other use if the use has not been changed within 
four years from the end of felling or other activity (Section 3). Clearing forest for other use may require 
permission according to the Land Use and Building Act, the Environmental Protection Act or the Water 
Act. The Forest Act shall be applied until the decision to grant the permission becomes effective. 

(…) The Act delegates the Finnish Forestry Centre the task of preparing a regional forest programme in 
collaboration with representatives of the forest sector and other stakeholders and of monitoring its 
implementation (Section 26). The programme shall be revised when needed. The programme shall 
contain the general objectives for sustainable forest management and use, objectives to be set for 
operations referred to in the legislation on the financing of sustainable forestry and for financing 
them, as well as the general objectives to be set for the development of forestry in the region. The 
programme shall not include information that can be identified as referring to a specific forest holding. 

The regional forest programme shall include: 

- a description of the state of the forests, forestry and wood use, and of the need for developing them 
and the development objectives, - objectives of appropriate forest measures, - a description of the 
biodiversity of the forests, including conservation areas, - a description of livelihoods relying on 
forestry and forests, their impact on employment and of the need and opportunities for developing 
them, - an assessment of the economic, environmental and other impacts of implementing the 
programme.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
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participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan. The Act requires that land use objectives adopted by the Government shall be taken 
into account and their implementation shall be promoted in regional and municipal land use planning 
and the activity of government authorities (Section 24). 

The purpose of land use objectives is to curb emissions from settlements and transport, safeguard 
biodiversity and the values of cultural environments, as well as improve the regeneration potential of 
businesses. They are also a means of adapting to the consequences of climate change and extreme 
weather conditions. National land use objectives are part of the land use system stipulated in the Land 
Use and Building Act.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The Forest Act and the Land Use and Building Act cover aspects of societal benefits of 
land use development in such a way that the benchmark can be considered as essentially met. 

8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation 
applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of 
national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and 

YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.4 “Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this shall 
be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning plans 
approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be jeopardized. 
(…)” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
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and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) is established based on a decision-making basis where affected 
stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the decision-
making on conversion through transparent and participatory 
consultation processes; and 

YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.4.1 (…) “On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard 
requires that - this shall be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use 
plans and zoning plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall 
not be jeopardized. (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
c) does not have negative impacts on threatened (including 
vulnerable, rare or endangered) nonforest ecosystems, culturally 
and socially significant areas, important habitats of threatened 
species or other protected areas; and 

YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.4 “Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 (…) On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this 
shall be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning 
plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized. 

- on national landscape management sites established by the Ministry for the Environment and 
regional landscape management sites established by the ELY centres, the operation shall comply with 
the management and use plan of each site. 
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- on sites included in the Natura 2000 network, the operation shall be implemented so as not to 
jeopardize the conservation values on the basis of which the site is protected. 

- the preservation of archaeological sites defined under criterion 30 shall not be jeopardized. 

As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations 

Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be afforested or taken 
into use as tree plantations. 

Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) entails a small proportion of the ecologically important non-
forest ecosystem managed by an organisation; and 

YES PEFC Finland statement: “8.4.1 Prohibits in practice almost totally afforestation of habitats of special 
importance, possible on landscapes and Natura 2000 sites, if part of management plan of the site” 

PEFC FI 1002:8.4 Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
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during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 (…) On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this 
shall be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning 
plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized. 

- on national landscape management sites established by the Ministry for the Environment and 
regional landscape management sites established by the ELY centres, the operation shall comply with 
the management and use plan of each site. 

- on sites included in the Natura 2000 network, the operation shall be implemented so as not to 
jeopardize the conservation values on the basis of which the site is protected. 

- the preservation of archaeological sites defined under criterion 30 shall not be jeopardized. 

As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations 

Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be afforested or taken 
into use as tree plantations. 

Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
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to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022:  

“In practice, the criterion completely prohibits the afforestation of areas valuable for diversity. That is, 
afforestation of the sites mentioned in the criterion is illegal. Afforestation in Natura 2000 sites is only 
possible in order to implement a plan approved by the environmental authority in accordance with the 
diversity objectives of the site in question. It is not considered necessary to set a limitation because 
the number is almost zero.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice.   

e) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.4 Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 (…) On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that (…): 

- on national landscape management sites established by the Ministry for the Environment and 
regional landscape management sites established by the ELY centres, the operation shall comply with 
the management and use plan of each site. 

- on sites included in the Natura 2000 network, the operation shall be implemented so as not to 
jeopardize the conservation values on the basis of which the site is protected. (…) 

As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
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according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation shall not be afforested or taken into use 
as tree plantations 

Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be afforested or taken 
into use as tree plantations. 

Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations.” 

Introduction to the standard: “Forest resources and forest growth 

Three quarters, or about 23 million hectares of Finland’s land area are covered by forests. In addition, 
there are over three million hectares of areas with a sparse tree cover, such as treeless peatlands and 
rocky terrain. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The standard prohibits the afforestation of peatlands. As peatlands are understood to be 
the most relevant and prevalent type of ecologically important non-forest areas with significantly high 
carbon stock in Finland, the prohibition of their afforestation can be considered as meeting this 
benchmark.  

f) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and 
social benefits. 

YES 
PEFC FI 1002: 8.4 “Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 (…) On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this 
shall be implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning 
plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized. 

- on national landscape management sites established by the Ministry for the Environment and 
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regional landscape management sites established by the ELY centres, the operation shall comply with 
the management and use plan of each site. 

- on sites included in the Natura 2000 network, the operation shall be implemented so as not to 
jeopardize the conservation values on the basis of which the site is protected. 

- the preservation of archaeological sites defined under criterion 30 shall not be jeopardized. 

As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations 

Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be afforested or taken 
into use as tree plantations. 

Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land 
use planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
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example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The Land Use and Building Act covers aspects of societal benefits of land use 
development in such a way that the benchmark can be considered as essentially met. 

8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. 
Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation 
applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of 
national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and 

YES 
The benchmark was marked as “not applicable” by PEFC Finland without providing any further 
justification.  

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“The whole concept of degraded forest is not relevant in Finnish conditions. Finnish forest legislation 
has banned deforestation since 1886. The scenario where land would be degraded and then turned 
into a forest plantation is not realistic in Finland. There are no forest plantations in Finland (if ruling 
out some small scale Christmas tree planting activities. Christmas tree plantations are not established 
on forest land that are subject to regeneration obligation. The felling of a degraded forest and the 
subsequent establishment of a forest are considered to be forest regeneration. This is subject to the 
obligation to regenerate the forest under the Forest Act and the provisions on the implementation of 
the regeneration. The law also obliges the use of natural wood species suitable for the area and to 
take into account various biodiversity and environmental aspects. Finland's regenerated forests are 
“semi-natural”. Finnish forests are thus not plantations. More than 4/5 of the trees growing in Finland 
are naturally born.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice.  

b) is established based on a decision-making basis where affected 
stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the decision-
making on conversion through transparent and participatory 
consultation processes; and 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 

c) has a positive impact on long-term carbon sequestration 
capacity of forest vegetation; and 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 

d) does not have negative impacts on ecologically important forest 
areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or other protected 
areas; and 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 

e) safeguards protective functions of forests for society and other 
regulating or supporting ecosystem services; and 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 

f) safeguards socio-economic functions of forests, including the 
recreational function and aesthetic values of forests and other 
cultural services; and 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 

g) has a land history providing evidence that the degradation is not 
the consequence of deliberate poor forest management practices; 
and 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 

h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating that the area is 
neither recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

YES 
As above. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met in practice. 
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8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality 

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest 
ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced and degraded forest 
ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as 
economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures 
and processes and using preventive biological measures. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.5 Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would 
deteriorate the growing conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be 
prevented. Action to prevent damage by game animals shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.7 “Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 

8.7.1 Tree species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55).” 

8.14 “In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a variety of tree 
species and thickets shall be spared  

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Damages Prevention Act: “The purpose of the Act is to maintain 
the good health of forests and to prevent forest damage (Section 1). Among other things, the Act 
imposes an obligation on the landowner to remove damaged trees from the forest (Section 6) and on 
the actor felling trees to control Heterobasidion during fellings in the summer season (Section 8a). (…) 
Natural Resources Institute Finland, assisted by the Finnish Forest Centre, is tasked with monitoring 
and anticipating the occurrence and spreading of plant diseases and pests causing forest damage, as 
well as with studying the cause–effect relationships of damage and its financial significance (Section 
12). Natural Research Institute Finland shall submit an annual report of the findings of the monitoring 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially being met. 
8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and 
structural diversity shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance 
the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to adverse 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.7 “Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 

8.7.1 Tree species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55).” 
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environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation 
mechanisms. 

8.14 “In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a variety of tree 
species and thickets shall be spared 

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets. 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to 
promote the sustainable management and use of forests.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to 
regions where fire is an essential tool in forest management for 
regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat management or a 
recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases 
adequate management and control measures shall be taken. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.13 “The biodiversity of forest species shall be promoted with prescribed burning 

8.13.1 The habitats of species dependent on forest fires and fire-damaged wood shall be maintained 
and increased through prescribed burning as part of forest and nature management. The criterion 
shall not be applied in the province of Åland or if the total area of certified forestry land is below 
200,000 ha. 

Indicators - The minimum annual number of prescribed burnings69) in the area is 1 
burning/year/200,000 ha70). If weather conditions in the area have been exceptionally unfavourable 
for prescribed burning, this is taken into account when assessing the implementation of prescribed 
burning. 

Definitions - 69) The number of prescribed burnings includes restoration burning on conservation 
areas, burning of sunny eskers and retention tree groups, burning of regeneration sites, slash-and-
burn operations and forest fires over 2 ha in extent. On forest fire sites, a minimum of 20 stems/ha of 
carbonised and burnt wood is left according to point 8.14, whenever it is available on site. 

70) The number of hectares is determined according to the area of certified forestry land.” 
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PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Rescue Act: “The purpose of the Act is to improve the safety of people 
and reduce the number of accidents (Section 1). The Act imposes a duty of care when dealing with fire 
and prohibits making an open fire on someone else’s land without the landowner’s permission 
(Section 6). Prescribed burning on forest land shall always be carried out with particular care under the 
supervision of forestry professionals familiar with the practices of prescribed burning (Section 7). The 
party carrying out prescribed burning shall notify the rescue department of the prescribed burning in 
advance (Section 8).” 
 
Introduction, Multiple use of forests: Forests are an important recreation environment for Finns and 
an important element in nature tourism. Practically all Finns go in for outdoor recreation, and for the 
most part this is done in areas with forests. Entering forests is allowed on the basis of everyman’s 
rights (right to roam), which allow everyone to move on lands owned by another on foot, ski or 
horseback or by bicycle without express permission, provided that no harm or nuisance is caused. In 
addition, everyman’s rights allow the free picking of berries and mushrooms in forests. The use of 
motorised vehicles and making a fire require permission from the land owner. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management 
practices such as reforestation and afforestation with tree species 
and provenances that are suited to the site conditions or the use 
of tending, harvesting and transport techniques that minimise tree 
and/or soil damages shall be applied. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.7 “Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 

8.7.1 Tree species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55). 

Indicators - An annual summary is drawn up of the total area regenerated with species not native to 
Finland. 

Definitions - 54) Larix sibirica is considered a species native to Finland. 

55) Special cases include, for example, the establishing of parks and urban forests, the cultivation of 
Christmas trees and production of conifer greenery, stands and trees planted for landscape 
management or for the maintenance of a cultural landscape, and the cultivation of hybrid aspen.  

PEFC FI 1002: 8.14 “In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a 
variety of tree species and thickets shall be spared. 

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
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wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets.”  

PEFC FI 1002: 7.3 “The quality of forestry operations shall be ensured 

7.3.1 Actors29) offering forest services to forest owners shall employ quality monitoring30) to manage 
quality of work in work related to forest regeneration and tending of young stands31).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.5 “Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would 
deteriorate the growing conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be 
prevented. Action to prevent damage by game animals shall be taken. 

Indicators: (…) In regeneration fellings on mineral soils46), the maximum average share of skidding 
track rut caused by forest machinery is 5% of the track length. The percentages of track ruts and 
damaged trees are calculated annually as a moving average of the results of inspections of harvesting 
traces over the preceding five years.47), 48) (…) 

Definitions: (…) 46) Harvesting sites are classified as being on either mineral or peat soils. A growing 
site is classified as mineral soil if the thickness of the peat layer is less than 30 cm. 

47) Intermediate felling, damaged tree, tree with growing potential and track depression and other 
terminology used in measuring harvesting traces are defined in the Forest Act (1092/1996) and the 
Government Decree on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests (1308/2013). The method of 
inspecting harvesting traces is comparable to the guidelines for terrain inspections maintained by the 
Finnish Forest Centre. 

48) Inspections of harvesting traces generate separate percentages of tree damage and track 
depressions for the intermediate fellings of even- and uneven-aged forests. The percentages of tree 
damage and track depressions referred to in the criterion are calculated annually as the average of 
fellings of even- and uneven-aged forests in the certified area, weighted with the total surface areas.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.6 “Tending of young stands shall be timely 

8.6.1 (rc + gc) A minimum of 60% of the annual need for young stand tending51) in the certified area 
shall be completed annually. (foc) A minimum of 60% of the requirement for young stand tending52) 
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in the owner’s forests for the 5-year period shall be completed. 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Damages Prevention Act: “The purpose of the Act is to maintain 
the good health of forests and to prevent forest damage (Section 1). Among other things, the Act 
imposes an obligation on the landowner to remove damaged trees from the forest (Section 6) and on 
the actor felling trees to control Heterobasidion during fellings in the summer season (Section 8a). (…)” 
 
PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Forest Act  

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“Terrain and soil damage and their avoidance during the harvesting operations are included in 
criterion 8.5.1. Criterion 8.2.1. that covers the harvesting of energy wood includes requirements for 
the abandonment of canopy mass and the harvesting of stumps that are also directly linked to the 
condition of the soil and the maintenance of its nutrient balance. In addition, the Finnish 
Environmental Protection Act (Section 16) prohibits damaging the soil.”Assessment decision: 
Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of 
waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste 
and litter shall be collected, stored in designated areas and 
removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spillage 
of oil or fuel during forest management operations shall be 
prevented. Emergency procedures for the minimization of risk of 
environmental harm arising from the accidental spillage shall be in 
place. 

NO PEFC FI 1002: 8.8 “No waste or litter shall be left in forests as a result of forestry operations 

8.8.1 In connection with forestry operations, no plastic or metal waste or hazardous waste56) shall be 
left in forests.  
Indicators - Litter or waste from forestry operations is not found in site inspections. 
(rc) The general guidelines of forest organizations7) and organizations managing the gathering of non-
wood forest products include instructions on the appropriate handling of waste. 
Definitions - 56) Hazardous waste refers to waste grades identified in Annex 4 of the Government 
Decree on Waste (179/2012).”  
 
PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Waste Act: “Section 72 of the Act prevents littering. No waste or 
discarded machine, device, vehicle, vessel or other object may be abandoned in the environment, and 
no substance may be emitted in a manner which may cause unclean conditions, disfigurement of the 
landscape, a decline in amenities, risk of injury to humans or animals, or any other comparable hazard 
or harm.” 
 
PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Environmental Protection Act: “The Act regulates environmental 
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pollution and the related obligations and provisions. The Act requires that operators shall have 
knowledge of the environmental impacts and risks of their operations, and of the management of 
these impacts and risks and ways to reduce adverse impacts (Section 6). The Act obliges operators to 
organise their operations in such a way that environmental pollution can be prevented in advance and 
limited (Section 7). The Act requires a permit to be obtained for activities that pose a risk of 
environmental pollution (Section 27). Among other things, the Act prohibits the polluting of 
groundwater (Section 17) and soil contamination (Section 16).” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: It is not apparent that “emergency procedures for the minimization of risk of 
environmental harm arising from accidental spillage” are required to be in place, as called for by the 
benchmark standard. In addition, the standard addresses waste disposal in the forest only within the 
context of forest operations. It is not clear, if the benchmark is covered by legislation outside of forest 
operations .   

8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, 
appropriate silviculture alternatives and other biological measures 
shall be preferred to minimise the use of pesticides. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Plant Protection Products: “The purpose of the Act is to ensure 
the appropriate and sustainable use of plant protection products and reduce the risks caused by their 
use (Section 1). The Act requires that plant protection products shall be used appropriately according 
to need and in compliance with the instructions for use. In the professional use of plant protection 
products, the general principles of integrated pest control shall also be observed (Section 6). (…)” 
 

PEFC FI: 8.9 “Plant protection products shall be used responsibly 

8.9.1 Only approved57) plant protection products shall be used in forest management and harvesting. 

On regeneration sites and young stands, broadleave shoots shall not be treated with chemical foliage 
sprays, except for the purpose of controlling the fungal disease spread through aspen shoots in young 
stands of Scots pine. 

Chemical plant protection products shall not be used on habitats of special importance referred to 
under point 8.16. 

Plant protection products shall only be used if indispensable. Such cases may include the following: 
control of ground vegetation which hampers seedlings on regeneration sites, control of the large pine 
weevil, prevention of damage by Cervidae, prevention of introduced species, and treatment of 
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softwood timber storages in forests or their immediate vicinity to prevent the spread of insect 
damage. 

The use of plant protection products to prevent the spread of Heterobasidion shall be permitted on 
stumps in areas other than the habitats of special importance referred to under point 8.16.”PEFC FI 
1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on PEFC FI 
1002, 8.9 (“Plant protection products shall be used responsibly”) 

On Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations, plant protection products approved by the Finnish 
Safety and Chemicals Agency may be used to control surface vegetation and other damage in 
indispensable cases. The plant protection products shall be used responsibly and records shall be kept 
of their use. Persons involved with plant protection products shall possess a valid certificate of the 
Comprehensive Plant Protection Examination. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is 
documented. 

YES 8.9 “Plant protection products shall be used responsibly 

8.9.1 Only approved57) plant protection products shall be used in forest management and harvesting. 
(…) Indicators - (rc) Recommendations for the use of plant protection products during forest 
management operations is included in the work instructions and recommendations of forest 
organizations7), and their use is documented. (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.9 (“Plant protection products shall be used responsibly”) 

On Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations, plant protection products approved by the Finnish 
Safety and Chemicals Agency may be used to control surface vegetation and other damage in 
indispensable cases. The plant protection products shall be used responsibly and records shall be kept 
of their use. Persons involved with plant protection products shall possess a valid certificate of the 
Comprehensive Plant Protection Examination. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B 
pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, 
except where no other viable alternative is available. Any 
exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be 
defined in the national/regional standard. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Plant Protection Products: “(…) The Finnish Safety and Chemicals 
Agency shall approve and register the plant protection products entering the market, and shall 
oversee legislation related to them (Section 5). The list of approved products does not include 
products with a WHO classification 1A or 1B.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated 
hydrocarbons whose derivatives remain biologically active and 
accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use, and any 
pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohibited. 

Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are 
defined in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants. 

YES Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/2021 on persistent organic pollutants: https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/fi/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R1021 

Stockholm Convention on Permanent Organic Compounds on Finlex.fi: 
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/sopimukset/sopsteksti/2004/20040034/20040034_2  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall follow 
the instructions given by the pesticide producer and be 
implemented with proper equipment by trained personnel. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Plant Protection Products: “The purpose of the Act is to ensure 
the appropriate and sustainable use of plant protection products and reduce the risks caused by their 
use (Section 1). The Act requires that plant protection products shall be used appropriately according 
to need and in compliance with the instructions for use. In the professional use of plant protection 
products, the general principles of integrated pest control shall also be observed (Section 6). The 
Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency (Tukes) shall ensure that professional users, distributors and 
advisors have access to training on the appropriate and safe use of handling and using plant protection 
products (Section 8). Plant protection products shall only be spread with equipment that is 
appropriate for the purpose, in good condition and safe (Section 12). In professional activity, plant 
protection products shall only be used by persons who have passed the Plant Protection Examination 
(Section 17).”PEFC FI 1002: 8.9 “Plant protection products shall be used responsibly 

8.9.1 Only approved57) plant protection products shall be used in forest management and harvesting. 
(…) Indicators – (rc) Recommendations for the use of plant protection products during forest 
management operations is included in the work instructions and recommendations of forest 
organizations7), and their use is documented. The forest owner has at its disposal the instructions for 
use of the plant protection products used. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/fi/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R1021
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/fi/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R1021
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/sopimukset/sopsteksti/2004/20040034/20040034_2
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PEFC FI 1002: 6.6 “Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be safeguarded 

6.6.1 Conditions for a safe and high-quality performance of work shall be created for contractors and 
employees, as well as a work environment promoting well-being at work and non-discrimination. 

Indicators - The employer and the contract awarder27) have in place a procedure to ensure that the 
work to be carried out shall not jeopardize the safety and health of contractors/employees. (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.9 (“Plant protection products shall be used responsibly”) 

On Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations, plant protection products approved by the Finnish 
Safety and Chemicals Agency may be used to control surface vegetation and other damage in 
indispensable cases. The plant protection products shall be used responsibly and records shall be kept 
of their use. Persons involved with plant protection products shall possess a valid certificate of the 
Comprehensive Plant Protection Examination. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they 
shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due consideration 
for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an alternative to 
appropriate soil nutrient management. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.18 “During forestry operations, the quality of ground water shall be safeguarded 

8.18.1 In ground water catchment areas88) important (Class 1, Class 1E) and suitable (Class 2, Class 2E) 
for water supply, chemical plant protection products or fertilizers shall not be used89) and stumps 
shall not be removed. Ash fertilization of peatlands shall be allowed if it does not jeopardize the 
quality of groundwater90). In Class E groundwater catchment areas fertilization shall be allowed if it 
does not jeopardize a surface or land ecosystem dependent on groundwater and serving as the basis 
of the E classification. Chemical plant protection products shall not be used on Class E groundwater 
catchment areas. 

Indicators - (rc) Forest organizations7) have at their disposal or have access to the location data of 
classified groundwater catchment areas. 

(rc) Restrictions on the use of pesticides and fertilizers are taken into account in the work guidelines 
and recommendations of forest organizations7). Monitoring41) has not found stump removal sites in 
groundwater catchment areas important (Class 1, Class 1E) and suitable (Class 2, Class 2E) for water 
supply. 
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(gc + foc) Forest owner has access to location data of classified groundwater catchment areas. 

(gc + foc) The restrictions on using pesticides and fertilizers have been observed in their use. Stump 
removal sites have not been found in groundwater catchment areas important (Class 1, Class 1E) and 
suitable (Class 2, Class 2E) for water supply. 

Chemical plant protection products have not been used on Class E groundwater catchment areas.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation, - fertilization (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.2 “Energy wood shall be harvested sustainably 

8.2.1 When removing canopy biomass and stumps from felling sites, the methods used shall take into 
account the wood production capacity and biodiversity of the felling site and aspects related to water 
protection. Other requirements in the standard shall also be observed when harvesting energy wood. 
(…)” 
 
PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Fertilizer Product Act: “The objective of the Act is that fertilizer products 
placed on the Finnish market shall be safe, of good quality and suitable for plant production (Section 
1). A fertilizer product may not contain harmful substances, products or organisms in such quantities 
that its use in accordance with the instructions for use may cause any danger to human or animal 
health or safety, plant health or the environment (Section 5).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood) 



155 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to 
produce a range of wood and non-wood forest products and 
services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.1 The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock36) shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit37). The drain on growing stock during the five-year period may exceed increment 
owing to a natural disaster or in order to prevent a natural disaster. The criterion shall be applied 
when the area certified is at least 700,000 ha. 

(gc + foc) The quantity and quality of forest resources shall be safeguarded by ensuring forest 
regeneration in connection with regeneration fellings.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.2 Energy wood shall be harvested sustainably 

8.2.1 When removing canopy biomass and stumps from felling sites, the methods used shall take into 
account the wood production capacity and biodiversity of the felling site and aspects related to water 
protection. Other requirements in the standard shall also be observed when harvesting energy wood. 

Biomass to be left on regeneration felling sites: 

- about 30% of canopy biomass39), as evenly as possible 

- retention stumps40), at least 25/ha, on clay and silt soils at least 50/ha 

- in addition, all stumps remaining from previous fellings and stumps less than 15 cm in diameter 

All conifer stumps may be harvested on sites infested by Heterobasidion. 

In harvesting energy wood, the following criteria shall be used in site selection: 

a) sites suitable for canopy biomass removal from regeneration sites: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands 

b) sites suitable for stump removal from regeneration sites: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands 

- if the regeneration site contains Heterobasidion annosum: all moorland sites, excluding nutrient-poor 
heathland forests 

c) sites suitable for harvesting whole trees in intermediate fellings: 
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- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands. However, if the 
share of spruce of stem count before thinning exceeds 75%, whole trees shall not be harvested. 

d) in spruce stands with a boron deficiency, canopy biomass or whole trees may be removed, if the 
nutrient balance in the stand is ensured with boron fertilization. 

The requirements of sparing biomass shall not apply to lands with a local master or a local detailed 
plan where the Forest Act is not applied. “ 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.3 Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 The utilization of non-wood forest products5) shall take into account the vitality of species in the 
area, product safety, the sustainability of forestry, and local communities. Gathering shall not 
jeopardize habitats important for biodiversity42), and protected or threatened plant species43) shall 
not be gathered. (rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way 
the products and services provided by forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.5 Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would 
deteriorate the growing conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be 
prevented. Action to prevent damage by game animals shall be taken.”  

PEFC FI 1002: “8.6 Tending of young stands shall be timely 

8.6.1 (rc + gc) A minimum of 60% of the annual need for young stand tending51) in the certified area 
shall be completed annually. 

(foc) A minimum of 60% of the requirement for young stand tending52) in the owner’s forests for the 
5-year period shall be completed.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 
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PEFC FI 1002: “8.18 During forestry operations, the quality of ground water shall be safeguarded 

8.18.1 In ground water catchment areas88) important (Class 1, Class 1E) and suitable (Class 2, Class 2E) 
for water supply, chemical plant protection products or fertilizers shall not be used89) and stumps 
shall not be removed. Ash fertilization of peatlands shall be allowed if it does not jeopardize the 
quality of groundwater90). In Class E groundwater catchment areas fertilization shall be allowed if it 
does not jeopardize a surface or land ecosystem dependent on groundwater and serving as the basis 
of the E classification. Chemical plant protection products shall not be used on Class E groundwater 
catchment areas.”  

8.19 Everyman’s rights shall be safeguarded and the passability of recreation trails shall be ensured 

8.19.1 Free moving in and access to forests and gathering nature products in them shall be enabled 
within the limits allowed by everyman’s rights91). The passability of recreation trails shall be 
maintained to ensure the multiple use of forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “7.3 The quality of forestry operations shall be ensured 

7.3.1 Actors29) offering forest services to forest owners shall employ quality monitoring30) to manage 
quality of work in work related to forest regeneration and tending of young stands31).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance 
shall be pursued, taking into account possibilities for new markets 
and economic activities in connection with all relevant goods and 
services of forests. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to 
promote the sustainable management and use of forests.”  

PEFC FI 1002: “8.3 Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 The utilization of non-wood forest products5) shall take into account the vitality of species in the 
area, product safety, the sustainability of forestry, and local communities. Gathering shall not 
jeopardize habitats important for biodiversity42), and protected or threatened plant species43) shall 
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not be gathered. 

(rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way the products and 
services provided by forests. 

Indicators - Actors carrying on the commercial utilization of non-wood forest products have in place 
guidelines appropriate for the sustainable utilization of natural products, based on best practices 
assembled jointly by actors in the sector44). (rc) The utilization of non-wood forest products is dealt 
with in the plan on the condition and use of forests3) drawn up for the region.”  

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Act: “The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, 
ecologically and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the 
forests produce sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1). (…) 

The Act delegates the Finnish Forestry Centre the task of preparing a regional forest programme in 
collaboration with representatives of the forest sector and other stakeholders and of monitoring its 
implementation (Section 26). The programme shall be revised when needed. The programme shall 
contain the general objectives for sustainable forest management and use, objectives to be set for 
operations referred to in the legislation on the financing of sustainable forestry and for financing 
them, as well as the general objectives to be set for the development of forestry in the region. The 
programme shall not include information that can be identified as referring to a specific forest holding. 

The regional forest programme shall include: - a description of the state of the forests, forestry and 
wood use, and of the need for developing them and the development objectives; - objectives of 
appropriate forest measures; - a description of the biodiversity of the forests, including conservation 
areas; - a description of livelihoods relying on forestry and forests, their impact on employment and of 
the need and opportunities for developing them; - an assessment of the economic, environmental and 
other impacts of implementing the programme.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Government Decree on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests: 
“The regional forest programme shall include the following: 1) description of the state of forests, 
forestry and wood use, and the needs and goals of developing them; 2) description of the biodiversity 
of the forests, bearing in mind the obligations of the Forest Act and the conservation areas established 
on the basis of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996) and areas under restricted forestry use; 3) 
objectives of activity envisaged in legislation on the financing of sustainable forestry; 4) description of 
livelihoods based on forestry and forests, their employment impact and the needs and potential of 
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developing them: 5) assessment of the economic and environmental impact and other impact of 
implementing the programme. When drawing up the programme, the Finnish Forest Centre shall 
cooperate with important forestry actors in the region, the regional councils, environmental 
authorities and other bodies necessary for drafting the programme, as well as with the Sámi 
Parliament in the Sámi homeland. Metsähallitus shall participate in drawing up the programme as far 
as it concerns areas managed by it. (Section 17).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  
8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and 
regeneration operations shall be carried out at a time, and in a 
way, that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for 
example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

YES 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.2 Energy wood shall be harvested sustainably 

8.2.1 When removing canopy biomass and stumps from felling sites, the methods used shall take into 
account the wood production capacity and biodiversity of the felling site and aspects related to water 
protection. Other requirements in the standard shall also be observed when harvesting energy wood. 

Biomass to be left on regeneration felling sites: 

- about 30% of canopy biomass39), as evenly as possible 

- retention stumps40), at least 25/ha, on clay and silt soils at least 50/ha 

- in addition, all stumps remaining from previous fellings and stumps less than 15 cm in diameter 

All conifer stumps may be harvested on sites infested by Heterobasidion. 

In harvesting energy wood, the following criteria shall be used in site selection: 

a) sites suitable for canopy biomass removal from regeneration sites: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands 

b) sites suitable for stump removal from regeneration sites: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands 

- if the regeneration site contains Heterobasidion annosum: all moorland sites, excluding nutrient-poor 
heathland forests 
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c) sites suitable for harvesting whole trees in intermediate fellings: 

- barren forest heaths and more fertile mineral soils and corresponding peatlands. However, if the 
share of spruce of stem count before thinning exceeds 75%, whole trees shall not be harvested. 

d) in spruce stands with a boron deficiency, canopy biomass or whole trees may be removed, if the 
nutrient balance in the stand is ensured with boron fertilization. 

The requirements of sparing biomass shall not apply to lands with a local master or a local detailed 
plan where the Forest Act is not applied.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.5 Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). 

During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would deteriorate the growing 
conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be prevented. Action to prevent 
damage by game animals shall be taken.  

Indicators - In controlling Heterobasidion and storaging timber, the Forest Damages Prevention Act 
(1087/2013) is complied with. The competent authority has not issued a decision giving notice of a 
conditional fine or enforced compliance in line with Section 24 of the Act, nor judgments in line with 
Section 25, related to violations against the provisions of the Forest Damages Prevention Act. 

The maximum average share of trees damaged during intermediate felling is 5% of the remaining trees 
with growing potential. In regeneration fellings on mineral soils46), the maximum average share of 
skidding track rut caused by forest machinery is 5% of the track length. The percentages of track ruts 
and damaged trees are calculated annually as a moving average of the results of inspections of 
harvesting traces over the preceding five years.47), 48) The purchaser49) has in place 
recommendations for the pre-harvest clearing of undergrowth that hinders the harvesting and 
increases the risk of tree damage. 

Forest organizations7) and hunting organizations50) cooperate to prevent damage by game animals. 

Definitions - 45) Methods safe for users and the environment are the treatment of conifer stumps with 
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a solution of either Phlebiopsis gigantea or urea. 

46) Harvesting sites are classified as being on either mineral or peat soils. A growing site is classified as 
mineral soil if the thickness of the peat layer is less than 30 cm. 

47) Intermediate felling, damaged tree, tree with growing potential and track depression and other 
terminology used in measuring harvesting traces are defined in the Forest Act (1092/1996) and the 
Government Decree on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests (1308/2013). The method of 
inspecting harvesting traces is comparable to the guidelines for terrain inspections maintained by the 
Finnish Forest Centre. 

48) Inspections of harvesting traces generate separate percentages of tree damage and track 
depressions for the intermediate fellings of even- and uneven-aged forests. The percentages of tree 
damage and track depressions referred to in the criterion are calculated annually as the average of 
fellings of even- and uneven-aged forests in the certified area, weighted with the total surface areas. 

49) Purchaser refers to a natural or legal person who, as the purchaser of contracted serviced and 
commissioner of the work, concludes the work contract and to whom the result is handed over. 

50) Hunting organizations refer to game management associations, the Finnish Wildlife Agency and 
the Finnish Hunters’ Association.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.6 Tending of young stands shall be timely 

8.6.1 (rc + gc) A minimum of 60% of the annual need for young stand tending51) in the certified area 
shall be completed annually. 

(foc) A minimum of 60% of the requirement for young stand tending52) in the owner’s forests for the 
5-year period shall be completed. 

Indicators 

(rc) The volumes of work in tending young stands53) in the statistics kept by Natural Resources 
Institute Finland are compared with, for example, the requirement for tending young stands51) 
estimated for a corresponding area in the National Forest Inventory (NFI). 

(gc + foc) The volumes of work in tending young stands53) are monitored annually, and the outcome is 
compared with measures proposed52) on the basis of forest resource data. 
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(foc) The outcome is estimated as a moving average over five years.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “7.3 The quality of forestry operations shall be ensured 

7.3.1 Actors29) offering forest services to forest owners shall employ quality monitoring30) to manage 
quality of work in work related to forest regeneration and tending of young stands31).” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.14 In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a 
variety of tree species and thickets shall be spared 

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood 
and non-wood forest products shall not exceed a rate that can be 
sustained in the long term, and optimum use shall be made of the 
harvested products. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to 
promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators - (rc) A plan3) describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area4). The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-
wood forest products5) on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, 
when such products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by 
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the forest owner and to gathering based on an agreement.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.1 The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock36) shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit37). The drain on growing stock during the five-year period may exceed increment 
owing to a natural disaster or in order to prevent a natural disaster. The criterion shall be applied 
when the area certified is at least 700,000 ha. (gc + foc) The quantity and quality of forest resources 
shall be safeguarded by ensuring forest regeneration in connection with regeneration fellings. 

Indicators - (rc) The drain on growing stock for the five-year period is compared with the growth 
calculated for the area on the basis of the National Forest Inventory38). 

(gc + foc) Court decisions and official decisions6) which find that the forest owner/manager has 
neglected the obligation to regenerate the forest. 

Definitions - 36) The drain on growing stock includes removals, the stemwood remaining in the forest 
as residue, and naturally died wood left unused in the forest (natural drain). The drain on growing 
stock is calculated on the basis of statistics by Natural Resources Institute Finland. 

37) During the corresponding period more carbon is bound in the trees (stemwood) than is removed 
by stemwood harvesting. During a given period, the trees in a forest will remain a carbon sink when 
tree growth exceeds the drain on growing stock. 

38) National Forest Inventory carried out by Natural Resources Institute Finland.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.3 Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 The utilization of non-wood forest products5) shall take into account the vitality of species in the 
area, product safety, the sustainability of forestry, and local communities. Gathering shall not 
jeopardize habitats important for biodiversity42), and protected or threatened plant species43) shall 
not be gathered. 

(rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way the products and 
services provided by forests. 

Indicators 

Actors carrying on the commercial utilization of non-wood forest products have in place guidelines 
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appropriate for the sustainable utilization of natural products, based on best practices assembled 
jointly by actors in the sector44). 

(rc) The utilization of non-wood forest products is dealt with in the plan on the condition and use of 
forests3) drawn up for the region. 

Definitions 

42) Habitats refer to habitats specified under points 8.10 and 8.11. 

43) Protected, threatened and endangered plant species refer to species listed in the Government 
Decree on Nature Conservation and its annexes (160/1997), in the Red List of Finnish Species 2019 and 
in the CITES Convention (44-45/1976). 

44) Best practices related to the sustainable utilization of non-wood forest products refer to the 
general and species-specific guidelines presented in the following publications: (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as 
roads, skid tracks or bridges shall be planned, established and 
maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods and services while 
minimising negative impacts on the environment. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Private Roads Act: “The Act requires that the right of way shall be 
established as appropriately as possible, in such a way that the purpose of the road shall be achieved 
as advantageously as possible and that the road or its use shall not cause unnecessary harm to the 
environment or a greater harm or nuisance to any one than is necessary (Section 4). The Act 
specifically protects Natura 2000 sites and their natural values (Section 21). 
The Act requires that the road shall be maintained in a condition appropriate for the traffic demand, 
also taking into account road safety. In addition to this Act, road maintenance shall also take into 
account the relevant provisions of the Nature Conservation Act, the Water Act, the Antiquities Act, 
Chapter 3 of the Forest Act, the Environmental Protection Act and other legislation (Section 24).” 
 
PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Water Act: “The Act regulates comprehensively different uses of water 
resources and its purpose is to ensure the good condition of water resources (Section 1). Water 
resource management projects which may cause changes in the state, depth, water level or flow, 
shore, or aquatic environment of a water body or the quality or quantity of groundwater require a 
permit from the competent authority (Chapter 3, Section 2). The construction of a bridge or a 
transport device over a public or main channel always requires a permit (Chapter 3, Section 3). The Act 
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prohibits the endangering of the natural state of certain aquatic habitat types (Chapter 3, Section 11).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems 

8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim 
to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on landscape, 
ecosystem, species and genetic levels. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Act: “The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, 
ecologically and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the 
forests produce sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1). (…) 
The Act delegates the Finnish Forestry Centre the task of preparing a regional forest programme in 
collaboration with representatives of the forest sector and other stakeholders and of monitoring its 
implementation (Section 26). (…) The regional forest programme shall include: - a description of the 
state of the forests, forestry and wood use, and of the need for developing them and the development 
objectives; - objectives of appropriate forest measures; - a description of the biodiversity of the 
forests, including conservation areas; - a description of livelihoods relying on forestry and forests, their 
impact on employment and of the need and opportunities for developing them; - an assessment of the 
economic, environmental and other impacts of implementing the programme.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 

6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. The criterion does 
not apply to fellings for household use. 

Indicators - A forest use declaration or a separate environmental report has been made concerning the 
felling. 

Definitions - 1) An environmental report includes an assessment of the effects of the operation on the 
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preservation of the characteristic features of the following: 

- conservation areas (point 8.10); - forest habitats of special importance (point 8.11); - habitats of 
threatened species (point 8.12); - archaeological sites (point 8.20); - sites of game preservation, 
recreation, or other such purpose, set up either by the forest owner’s decision or in connection with 
land use planning. 

In areas covered by a local master plan, local detailed plan and local detailed shore plan, the 
environmental report drawn up in connection with the planning is sufficient for meeting the 
requirement in this criterion.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators - (rc) A plan3) describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area4). The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-
wood forest products5) on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, 
when such products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by 
the forest owner and to gathering based on an agreement. 

Definitions - 2) Data includes: - stand-level data on growing stock and soil;  - stand-level need for 
forestry operations; - felling potential; - Natura 2000 sites; - forest habitats of special importance 
defined under 8.11; - known habitats of threatened species defined under 8.12; - nature management 
and environmental subsidy sites funded by the state and permanently protected sites; - archaeological 
sites in the Ancient Relics Register, for which reliable location data exists. The accuracy of this 
information shall be verified every ten years at a minimum. 

3) As an example, a regional forest programme is considered an adequate plan. 
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4) The forest resource data and the proposals for measures entered in the metsään.fi system on a 
holding are considered to meet the requirements. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially covered. 
8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning 
of forest resources shall identify, protect, conserve or set aside 
ecologically important forest areas. 

Note: This does not prohibit forest management activities that do 
not damage the important ecologic values of those biotopes. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 

6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. The criterion does 
not apply to fellings for household use. 

Indicators - A forest use declaration or a separate environmental report has been made concerning the 
felling. 

Definitions - 1) An environmental report includes an assessment of the effects of the operation on the 
preservation of the characteristic features of the following: - conservation areas (point 8.10); - forest 
habitats of special importance (point 8.11); - habitats of threatened species (point 8.12); - 
archaeological sites (point 8.20); - sites of game preservation, recreation, or other such purpose, set up 
either by the forest owner’s decision or in connection with land use planning. 

In areas covered by a local master plan, local detailed plan and local detailed shore plan, the 
environmental report drawn up in connection with the planning is sufficient for meeting the 
requirement in this criterion.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 



168 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to 
promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators - (rc) A plan3) describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area4). The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-
wood forest products5) on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, 
when such products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by 
the forest owner and to gathering based on an agreement. 

Definitions - 2) Data includes: - stand-level data on growing stock and soil; - stand-level need for 
forestry operations; - felling potential; - Natura 2000 sites; - forest habitats of special importance 
defined under 8.11; - known habitats of threatened species defined under 8.12; - nature management 
and environmental subsidy sites funded by the state and permanently protected sites; - archaeological 
sites in the Ancient Relics Register, for which reliable location data exists. The accuracy of this 
information shall be verified every ten years at a minimum. 

3) As an example, a regional forest programme is considered an adequate plan. 

4) The forest resource data and the proposals for measures entered in the metsään.fi system on a 
holding are considered to meet the requirements. (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.3 Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 The utilization of non-wood forest products5) shall take into account the vitality of species in the 
area, product safety, the sustainability of forestry, and local communities. Gathering shall not 
jeopardize habitats important for biodiversity42), and protected or threatened plant species43) shall 
not be gathered. (rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way 
the products and services provided by forests. 

Indicators - Actors carrying on the commercial utilization of non-wood forest products have in place 
guidelines appropriate for the sustainable utilization of natural products, based on best practices 
assembled jointly by actors in the sector44). (rc) The utilization of non-wood forest products is dealt 
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with in the plan on the condition and use of forests3) drawn up for the region. 

Definitions - 42) Habitats refer to habitats specified under points 8.10 and 8.11. 

43) Protected, threatened and endangered plant species refer to species listed in the Government 
Decree on Nature Conservation and its annexes (160/1997), in the Red List of Finnish Species 2019 and 
in the CITES Convention (44-45/1976). 

44) Best practices related to the sustainable utilization of non-wood forest products refer to the 
general and species-specific guidelines presented in the following publications: (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.4 Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 The standard requires that the clearing of forests for other types of land use 

- shall be carried out in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning 
plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized: 

- shall not jeopardize sites of special importance for biodiversity defined under points 8.10, 8.11 and 
8.16. An exception to this prohibition may be granted if the change is based on a permit from 
authorities and an approved land use plan. 

- shall not jeopardize the preservation of archaeological sites defined under point 8.21. 

The clearing of forests for other land use shall only affect a maximum of 5% of the forest area covered 
by the certificate during the validity of the certificate. 

On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this shall be 
implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning plans 
approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be jeopardized. 

- on national landscape management sites established by the Ministry for the Environment and 
regional landscape management sites established by the ELY centres, the operation shall comply with 
the management and use plan of each site. 

- on sites included in the Natura 2000 network, the operation shall be implemented so as not to 
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jeopardize the conservation values on the basis of which the site is protected. 

- the preservation of archaeological sites defined under criterion 30 shall not be jeopardized. 

As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation shall not be afforested or taken into use 
as tree plantations.  Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the 
national inventory of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be 
afforested or taken into use as tree plantations. Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested 
or taken into use as tree plantations. 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.10 The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures. 

Indicators - (rc) The location data of conservation areas and sites in the Natura 2000 network is known 
to the forest authority, the forest organizations active in the region and other actors committed to 
forest certification. The location data of conservation areas and sites in the Natura 2000 network in a 
forest owner’s forest is known to the forest owner. Regional environmental authorities have not 
discovered deterioration of conservation values caused on conservation areas by forestry operations 
on or outside conservation areas. Regional environmental authorities have not discovered 
deterioration of conservation values due to forestry operations on Natura 2000 sites. Forestry 
operations on Natura 2000 sites are subject to the Act under which the site was established. In 
addition, the use and management plan jointly drawn up by the environmental authority and the 
landowner, or a corresponding document, is complied with. 

Definitions - 60) The conservation areas referred to in the criterion consist of nature conservation 
areas established on the basis of the Nature Conservation Act.” 
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PEFC FI 1002: “8.11 The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 

b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: 

1. Kettle holes and sunny eskers with naturally absent or sparse tree cover 

The minimum depth of kettle holes referred to in the criterion is 10 m, and their bottom has a clearly 
recognizable, cellar-like microclimate. The most important characteristic feature to be conserved is the 
clearly identifiable vegetation created by the microclimate, which shall be conserved by limiting the 
felling to the top section of the kettle walls. The sunny eskers with naturally absent or sparse tree 
cover referred to in the criterion are situated on esker slopes facing south-east, south, south-west and 
west. The principal characteristic feature to be conserved is the heat-seeking range of species, which 
shall be conserved by excluding the site from afforestation. 

2. Undrained hardwood-spruce swamp 
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The habitats referred to in the criterion include undrained62) swamps not defined as habitats of 
special importance under Section 10 of the Forest Act and whose tree stock resembles natural state 
and has an uneven age structure or in which the minimum volume of deadwood is 20 m3/ha. On sites 
less than 0.5 ha in size the minimum volume of deadwood is 10 m3. The principal characteristic 
features to be conserved in swamps are the aged tree stock, the deadwood and the high level of 
groundwater, which shall be maintained by abstaining from draining. Intermediate fellings and 
removing individual trees shall be allowed, provided that the principal characteristic features of the 
swamp are conserved. 

3. Undrained eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens 

The characteristic features to be conserved on undrained eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens are the 
alternation of flark and hummock formations and the high nutrient content of the peat. These shall be 
maintained by not draining eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens and excluding them from forestry 
operations. 

4. Broadleave-dominated herb-rich forests 

The principal characteristic feature to be conserved in herb-rich forests past the sapling stage, referred 
to in the criterion, is the broadleave-dominated63) stock consisting of several species. In intermediate 
fellings the dominance of broadleaves shall be maintained and trees valuable for biodiversity shall be 
spared. 

5. Old-growth forests 

Old-growth forest refers to forests meeting the following requirements: 

I. The age of the dominant tree stock is over 160 years in Southern Finland and over 200 years64) in 
Northern Finland. 

II. The tree stock is uneven-aged or consists of several canopy layers and species, or of a spruce stand 
at a late succession stage. 

III. Selection felling, intermediate felling or opening up of the stands have not been carried out in 60 
years. Previous selection or intermediate fellings or opening up operations have not changed the 
natural structural characteristics of the forest, and the maximum number of stumps left in fellings is 
20/ha. 
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IV. The tree stock includes aged broadleaves and also standing and fallen deadwood and barkless 
standing trees, the combined minimum volume of which is 15% in Southern Finland and 20% in 
Northern Finland. 

The characteristic features of the site shall be conserved by excluding the stand from forestry 
operations. 

6. Alluvial forests and flood meadows in their natural state 

Alluvial forests and flood meadows referred to in the criterion are characterized by an annual cycle of 
flooding. The most important special characteristic of alluvial forests on mineral soils and flood 
meadows on peatlands, created by the natural flooding of the sea, lakes, rivers and brooks and the 
variation of surface water levels is the natural variation in the level of surface waters, which shall be 
conserved by leaving the sites undrained. Intermediate or shelterwood fellings may be carried out or 
individual trees removed, while preserving existing deadwood. 

If the surface area of the habitats of special importance specified in this point 8.11.1 exceeds 5% of the 
forest and scrub land owned by the forest owner and covered by the certification, the share above this 
limit of the sites under d), excluding old-growth forests under 5, may be excluded from the restrictions 
listed above.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.12 The known habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded 

8.12.1 During forestry operations, the following shall be safeguarded: 

a) known habitats of strictly protected65) species which have been defined by the local ELY centre and 
which it has notified the site owner and/or manager about; 

b) breeding sites and resting places of animal species mentioned in Annex IV (a) of the Directive on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna66); 

c) known habitats of other threatened species65) in accordance with the operation model Protecting 
Threatened Species in Forestry67).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and 
endangered plant and animal species shall not be exploited for 
commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be taken 
for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their 
population. 

Note: The requirement does not preclude trade according to CITES 
requirements. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Nature Conservation Act: “The purpose of the Act is to maintain 
biological diversity, conserve the beauty and scenic values of nature, promote the sustainable use of 
natural resources and the natural environment, promote awareness and general interest in nature and 
promote scientific research (Section 1). The Act protects certain forest habitat types (Section 29) and 
important occurrences of species under strict protection (Section 47). The Act prohibits the deliberate 
killing, capture and disturbance of (Section 39) and the trade in (Section 45) protected species.” 
PEFC FI 1002: “8.3 Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 The utilization of non-wood forest products5) shall take into account the vitality of species in the 
area, product safety, the sustainability of forestry, and local communities. Gathering shall not 
jeopardize habitats important for biodiversity42), and protected or threatened plant species43) shall 
not be gathered. (rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way 
the products and services provided by forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.12 The known habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded 

8.12.1 During forestry operations, the following shall be safeguarded: 

a) known habitats of strictly protected65) species which have been defined by the local ELY centre and 
which it has notified the site owner and/or manager about; 

b) breeding sites and resting places of animal species mentioned in Annex IV (a) of the Directive on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna66); 

c) known habitats of other threatened species65) in accordance with the operation model Protecting 
Threatened Species in Forestry67).” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.13 The biodiversity of forest species shall be promoted with prescribed burning 

8.13.1 The habitats of species dependent on forest fires and fire-damaged wood shall be maintained 
and increased through prescribed burning as part of forest and nature management. The criterion 
shall not be applied in the province of Åland or if the total area of certified forestry land is below 
200,000 ha.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 



175 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be 
ensured through natural regeneration or planting that is adequate 
to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest resources. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Act: “The Act prohibits deforestation. A forest owner shall 
regenerate the forest after regeneration felling (Sections 5, 5a).” 
 
PEFC FI 1002: “8.1 The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock36) shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit37). The drain on growing stock during the five-year period may exceed increment 
owing to a natural disaster or in order to prevent a natural disaster. The criterion shall be applied 
when the area certified is at least 700,000 ha. 

(gc + foc) The quantity and quality of forest resources shall be safeguarded by ensuring forest 
regeneration in connection with regeneration fellings.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and 
afforestation origins of native species that are well-adapted to site 
conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced species, 
provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the 
ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local 
provenances have been scientifically evaluated, and if negative 
impacts can be avoided or minimised. 

Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding Principles 
for the Prevention, Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of 
Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species are 
recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive species. 

YES The Forest Act, Section 8a: “Tree species to be used in forest regeneration (1) In forest regeneration 
referred to in section 8(1) above a seedling stand may be established with seedlings or seed of pine, 
spruce, silver birch, aspen, Siberian larch, maple, common alder, oak, European white elm, Scotch elm, 
littleleaf linden, ash and hybrid aspen suitable as regards their origin and the site. A seedling stand 
may be established with seedlings or seed of downy birch only in peatland, paludified sections of 
mineral soils and compact soils dominated by clay or silt. In other sites downy birch may be used as a 
supplementary tree species depending on its site and the geographical location of the area.    (2) If a 
seedling stand is established with tree species other than those listed in subsection 1, a sufficient 
account shall be given in the forest use declaration on their usability for being grown and suitability of 
their origin with regard to the conditions in the area to be regenerated. (3) Further provisions on the 
use of downy birch as a supplementary tree species are issued by Government Decree.” 
 
PEFC FI 1002: “8.7 Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 

8.7.1 Tree species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Trade in Forest Reproductive Material: “The Decree requires that 
seedlings marketed for forest cultivation shall be healthy, viable and suitable for forest cultivation 
(Section 8 of the Decree). If the use of forest reproductive material is found to have or there is 
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reasonable cause to suspect that it may have adverse effects on forestry, the environment, genetic 
resources or biological diversity due to its phenotypic or genetic characteristics, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry may prohibit the marketing of the material concerned to the end user 
(Section 26 of the Act).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and 
other tree planting activities that contribute to the improvement 
and restoration of ecological connectivity shall be promoted. 

YES In 2020 a new support system was prepared in Finland, with the aim to promote e.g. afforestation of 
non-agricultural plots and decommissioned peat production areas in Finland. The area must be 
naturally and water-efficiently suitable for silviculture. Afforestation support takes into account, 
among other things, biodiversity, the rural landscape, water management and resource constraints. 
The aim is to promote diversity in afforested areas, for example by growing more tree species. As the 
aim is to create a permanent forest sector, no afforestation aid will be granted for, for example, 
Christmas tree plantations or the cultivation of short rotation coppice species such as willow. The 
obligation to manage the afforested area and the obligation to preserve it as forest land lasts for ten 
years. 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“Reference to the Act on Temporary Support for Afforestation: 
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2020/20201114 On the grounds of the law: “The bill would 
encourage private landowners to afforest non-arable land and non-forest land. These would be the so-
called idle areas. The bill would exclude areas important for biodiversity from support. Areas with 
agricultural production or significant environmental value would therefore not be afforested. On the 
other hand, arable land that has been completely excluded from active farming, for example due to its 
poor agricultural condition, could be afforested. According to the draft law, the granting of 
afforestation support would require several factors to be taken into account. Account should be taken, 
inter alia, of the area's suitability for afforestation, biodiversity and landscape factors, as well as the 
area's history with regard to possible past afforestation. According to the bill, the forest center would 
make decisions on granting afforestation support. However, the ELY Center would play an important 
role, as the draft law would require it to issue a binding statement on the application of certain 
afforestation aid for each application. " 

ELY Centres monitor the state of the environment and the changes in it. The state of the environment 
is monitored using biological, physical, chemical and other variables and by analysing interaction 
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between them. 

The ELY Centres use the information on environmental loading collected by means of environmental 
monitoring and research as a basis for their decisions, opinions and plans. ELY Centres also collect and 
publish information about the state of the environment in the areas coming under them for other 
parties such as regional councils and ordinary citizens. More information about the ELY-centers can be 
found at: https://www.ely-keskus.fi/en/web/ely-en/environment 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall 
not be used. 

Note: The restriction on the usage of genetically-modified trees 
has been adopted by the PEFC General Assembly based on the 
Precautionary Principle. Until enough scientific data on genetically 
modified trees indicates that impacts on human and animal health 
and the environment are equivalent to, or more positive than, 
those presented by trees genetically improved by traditional 
methods, no genetically-modified trees will be used. 

NO PEFC FI 1002: “8.1.5 Genetically modified forest reproductive material shall not be used 

8.15.1 Forest cultivation shall not use genetically modified forest reproductive material or other forest 
reproductive material not approved for use by the competent authority77). 

Indicators - According to information held by the authority controlling the compliance with the Act on 
Trade in Forest Reproductive Material (241/2002), genetically modified forest reproductive material 
has not been used in forest cultivation. 

Definitions - 77) The authority responsible in Finland for controlling the trade in forest reproductive 
material and for approving forest reproductive material is the Finnish Food Agency.” 

Assessment decision: Minor Nonconformity 

Justification: It is not entirely certain, if the exclusion of genetically modified material as reproductive 
material in “forest cultivations” is also applicable in case of Christmas tree plantations established on 
agricultural land. Until this is demonstrated the benchmark cannot be considered as fully met.  

8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and 
vertical structures and the diversity of species such as mixed 
stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The practices shall 
also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.14 In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a 
variety of tree species and thickets shall be spared 

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. 

Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets.” 
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PEFC FI 1002: 8.11 “The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 

b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: 

1. Kettle holes and sunny eskers with naturally absent or sparse tree cover 

The minimum depth of kettle holes referred to in the criterion is 10 m, and their bottom has a clearly 
recognizable, cellar-like microclimate. The most important characteristic feature to be conserved is the 
clearly identifiable vegetation created by the microclimate, which shall be conserved by limiting the 
felling to the top section of the kettle walls. The sunny eskers with naturally absent or sparse tree 
cover referred to in the criterion are situated on esker slopes facing south-east, south, south-west and 
west. The principal characteristic feature to be conserved is the heat-seeking range of species, which 
shall be conserved by excluding the site from afforestation. 

2. Undrained hardwood-spruce swamp 
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The habitats referred to in the criterion include undrained62) swamps not defined as habitats of 
special importance under Section 10 of the Forest Act and whose tree stock resembles natural state 
and has an uneven age structure or in which the minimum volume of deadwood is 20 m3/ha. On sites 
less than 0.5 ha in size the minimum volume of deadwood is 10 m3. The principal characteristic 
features to be conserved in swamps are the aged tree stock, the deadwood and the high level of 
groundwater, which shall be maintained by abstaining from draining. Intermediate fellings and 
removing individual trees shall be allowed, provided that the principal characteristic features of the 
swamp are conserved. 

3. Undrained eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens 

The characteristic features to be conserved on undrained eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens are the 
alternation of flark and hummock formations and the high nutrient content of the peat. These shall be 
maintained by not draining eutrophic fens and grassy sedge fens and excluding them from forestry 
operations. 

4. Broadleave-dominated herb-rich forests 

The principal characteristic feature to be conserved in herb-rich forests past the sapling stage, referred 
to in the criterion, is the broadleave-dominated63) stock consisting of several species. In intermediate 
fellings the dominance of broadleaves shall be maintained and trees valuable for biodiversity shall be 
spared. 

5. Old-growth forests 

Old-growth forest refers to forests meeting the following requirements: 

I. The age of the dominant tree stock is over 160 years in Southern Finland and over 200 years64) in 
Northern Finland. 

II. The tree stock is uneven-aged or consists of several canopy layers and species, or of a spruce stand 
at a late succession stage. 

III. Selection felling, intermediate felling or opening up of the stands have not been carried out in 60 
years. Previous selection or intermediate fellings or opening up operations have not changed the 
natural structural characteristics of the forest, and the maximum number of stumps left in fellings is 
20/ha. 
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IV. The tree stock includes aged broadleaves and also standing and fallen deadwood and barkless 
standing trees, the combined minimum volume of which is 15% in Southern Finland and 20% in 
Northern Finland. 

The characteristic features of the site shall be conserved by excluding the stand from forestry 
operations. 

6. Alluvial forests and flood meadows in their natural state 

Alluvial forests and flood meadows referred to in the criterion are characterized by an annual cycle of 
flooding. The most important special characteristic of alluvial forests on mineral soils and flood 
meadows on peatlands, created by the natural flooding of the sea, lakes, rivers and brooks and the 
variation of surface water levels is the natural variation in the level of surface waters, which shall be 
conserved by leaving the sites undrained. Intermediate or shelterwood fellings may be carried out or 
individual trees removed, while preserving existing deadwood. 

If the surface area of the habitats of special importance specified in this point 8.11.1 exceeds 5% of the 
forest and scrub land owned by the forest owner and covered by the certification, the share above this 
limit of the sites under d), excluding old-growth forests under 5, may be excluded from the restrictions 
listed above.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation, - fertilization, - stump 
removal, - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83), - chemical pest control using plant protection 
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products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these.  

Forest Act: Section 5 b “Felling at special sites  (1) If the site where felling is to be carried out is of 
special importance in terms of the preservation of forest biodiversity or in respect to the landscape or 
multiple use of forests, felling may be carried out in a manner required by the special nature of the 
site. (2) Forest used for research, teaching or other special purposes may be treated in a manner 
required by its purpose of use. (3) The operations in the treatment area implemented in special sites 
and the grounds for these shall be presented in the forest use declaration.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices 
that create valuable ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be 
supported, where appropriate. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Wilderness Act: “Wilderness areas shall be established on State lands to 
conserve wild nature of these areas, to safeguard the Sámi culture and traditional livelihoods, as well 
as to develop conditions for the diversified use of nature in Northern Finland (Sections 1 and 3). The 
management and use of a wilderness area shall comply with a management and use plan drawn up by 
Metsähallitus and approved by the Ministry for the Environment. Forests in the wilderness areas shall 
be left in their natural state or managed with methods emulating natural processes (Section 7).” 
 
PEFC FI 1002: “8.13 The biodiversity of forest species shall be promoted with prescribed burning 

8.13.1 The habitats of species dependent on forest fires and fire-damaged wood shall be maintained 
and increased through prescribed burning as part of forest and nature management. The criterion 
shall not be applied in the province of Åland or if the total area of certified forestry land is below 
200,000 ha.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting 
operations shall be conducted in a way that does not cause lasting 
damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical measures 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 

6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
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shall be taken to maintain or improve biological diversity. connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. 

The criterion does not apply to fellings for household use.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “7.3 The quality of forestry operations shall be ensured 

7.3.1 Actors29) offering forest services to forest owners shall employ quality monitoring30) to manage 
quality of work in work related to forest regeneration and tending of young stands31).”  

PEFC FI 1002: “8.3 Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 The utilization of non-wood forest products5) shall take into account the vitality of species in the 
area, product safety, the sustainability of forestry, and local communities. Gathering shall not 
jeopardize habitats important for biodiversity42), and protected or threatened plant species43) shall 
not be gathered. 

(rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way the products and 
services provided by forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.4 Sites of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services shall be safeguarded 
during the clearing of forests and afforestation 

8.4.1 The standard requires that the clearing of forests for other types of land use 

- shall be carried out in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning 
plans approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be 
jeopardized: 

- shall not jeopardize sites of special importance for biodiversity defined under points 8.10, 8.11 and 
8.16. An exception to this prohibition may be granted if the change is based on a permit from 
authorities and an approved land use plan. 
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- shall not jeopardize the preservation of archaeological sites defined under point 8.21. 

The clearing of forests for other land use shall only affect a maximum of 5% of the forest area covered 
by the certificate during the validity of the certificate. 

On afforestation and the establishment of tree plantations, the standard requires that - this shall be 
implemented in such a way that the implementing of legally valid land use plans and zoning plans 
approved through procedures stipulated in the Land Use and Building Act shall not be jeopardized. 

- on national landscape management sites established by the Ministry for the Environment and 
regional landscape management sites established by the ELY centres, the operation shall comply with 
the management and use plan of each site. 

- on sites included in the Natura 2000 network, the operation shall be implemented so as not to 
jeopardize the conservation values on the basis of which the site is protected. 

- the preservation of archaeological sites defined under criterion 30 shall not be jeopardized. 

As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations 

Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be afforested or taken 
into use as tree plantations. 

Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations.”   

PEFC FI 1002: “8.7 Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 
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8.7.1 Tree species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55).” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.9 Plant protection products shall be used responsibly 

8.9.1 Only approved57) plant protection products shall be used in forest management and harvesting. 

On regeneration sites and young stands, broadleave shoots shall not be treated with chemical foliage 
sprays, except for the purpose of controlling the fungal disease spread through aspen shoots in young 
stands of Scots pine. 

Chemical plant protection products shall not be used on habitats of special importance referred to 
under point 8.16. 

Plant protection products shall only be used if indispensable. Such cases may include the following: 
control of ground vegetation which hampers seedlings on regeneration sites, control of the large pine 
weevil, prevention of damage by Cervidae, prevention of introduced species, and treatment of 
softwood timber storages in forests or their immediate vicinity to prevent the spread of insect 
damage. 

The use of plant protection products to prevent the spread of Heterobasidion shall be permitted on 
stumps in areas other than the habitats of special importance referred to under point 8.16.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.10 The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.11 The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 

b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
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habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: (…) 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.12 The known habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded 

8.12.1 During forestry operations, the following shall be safeguarded: 

a) known habitats of strictly protected65) species which have been defined by the local ELY centre and 
which it has notified the site owner and/or manager about; 

b) breeding sites and resting places of animal species mentioned in Annex IV (a) of the Directive on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna66); 

c) known habitats of other threatened species65) in accordance with the operation model Protecting 
Threatened Species in Forestry67).” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.13 The biodiversity of forest species shall be promoted with prescribed burning 

8.13.1 The habitats of species dependent on forest fires and fire-damaged wood shall be maintained 
and increased through prescribed burning as part of forest and nature management. 

The criterion shall not be applied in the province of Åland or if the total area of certified forestry land 
is below 200,000 ha.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.14 In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a 
variety of tree species and thickets shall be spared 

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
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shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation, - fertilization, - stump 
removal, - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83), - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these buffer zones. These exceptions 
shall not apply to water courses with a salmonid population85) native to Finland. Other requirements 
for the buffer zoned as listed above shall be applied. 

Leaving canopy biomass on the buffer zone shall be avoided. Trees that have fallen into the channel 
naturally shall not be removed86). 

In the vicinity of streamlets61), the requirements of point 8.16 shall be observed. 

Structures for crossing the channel shall be so implemented that the channel is not significantly 
altered and depressions allowing a flow of water in the direction of the channel shall not be allowed to 
form. 

If hydrological arrangements in line with the Water Act require the clearing of a brook no longer in its 
natural state, as well as moving about on the buffer zone, the requirements concerning the buffer 
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zone may be disregarded where necessary in the area to be cleared. 

Major repairs to forest roads and the building of a new forest road shall be implemented so as to allow 
the unhindered movement of migratory fish and other aquatic animals and to ensure water 
protection. 

On regeneration sites where water is led into a main drainage ditch, appropriate water conservation 
measures shall be taken.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met. 

8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned 
and constructed in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, 
especially to rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and 
genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key species – 
in particular their migration patterns – into consideration. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 

6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. 

The criterion does not apply to fellings for household use.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.10 The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.11 The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
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the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 

b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002:” 8.12 The known habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded 

8.12.1 During forestry operations, the following shall be safeguarded: 

a) known habitats of strictly protected65) species which have been defined by the local ELY centre and 
which it has notified the site owner and/or manager about; 

b) breeding sites and resting places of animal species mentioned in Annex IV (a) of the Directive on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna66); 

c) known habitats of other threatened species65) in accordance with the operation model Protecting 
Threatened Species in Forestry67).” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
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account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation; - fertilization; - stump 
removal; - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83); - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these buffer zones. These exceptions 
shall not apply to water courses with a salmonid population85) native to Finland. Other requirements 
for the buffer zoned as listed above shall be applied. 

Leaving canopy biomass on the buffer zone shall be avoided. Trees that have fallen into the channel 
naturally shall not be removed86). 

In the vicinity of streamlets61), the requirements of point 8.16 shall be observed. 

Structures for crossing the channel shall be so implemented that the channel is not significantly 
altered and depressions allowing a flow of water in the direction of the channel shall not be allowed to 
form. 

If hydrological arrangements in line with the Water Act require the clearing of a brook no longer in its 
natural state, as well as moving about on the buffer zone, the requirements concerning the buffer 
zone may be disregarded where necessary in the area to be cleared. 

Major repairs to forest roads and the building of a new forest road shall be implemented so as to allow 
the unhindered movement of migratory fish and other aquatic animals and to ensure water 
protection. 

On regeneration sites where water is led into a main drainage ditch, appropriate water conservation 
measures shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Private Roads Act: “The Act requires that the right of way shall be established 
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as appropriately as possible, in such a way that the purpose of the road shall be achieved as 
advantageously as possible and that the road or its use shall not cause unnecessary harm to the 
environment or a greater harm or nuisance to any one than is necessary (Section 4). The Act 
specifically protects Natura 2000 sites and their natural values (Section 21). 

The Act requires that the road shall be maintained in a condition appropriate for the traffic demand, 
also taking into account road safety. In addition to this Act, road maintenance shall also take into 
account the relevant provisions of the Nature Conservation Act, the Water Act, the Antiquities Act, 
Chapter 3 of the Forest Act, the Environmental Protection Act and other legislation (Section 24).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Water Act 3 chapter: “The Act regulates comprehensively different uses of 
water resources and its purpose is to ensure the good condition of water resources (Section 1). Water 
resource management projects which may cause changes in the state, depth, water level or flow, 
shore, or aquatic environment of a water body or the quality or quantity of groundwater require a 
permit from the competent authority (Chapter 3, Section 2). The construction of a bridge or a 
transport device over a public or main channel always requires a permit (Chapter 3, Section 3). The Act 
prohibits the endangering of the natural state of certain aquatic habitat types (Chapter 3, Section 11).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to management 
objectives, measures shall be taken to control the pressure of 
animal populations on forest regeneration and growth as well as 
on biodiversity. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.5 Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would 
deteriorate the growing conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be 
prevented. Action to prevent damage by game animals shall be taken.” 

 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Wildlife and Game Administration Act: “The Act specifies the responsibilities of 
the Finnish Wildlife Agency and the forest management associations in promoting sustainable game 
husbandry and hunting (Section 1). 

Regional Wildlife Councils are set up in connection with the Finnish Wildlife Agency. They shall 
promote open and interactive stakeholder cooperation in game husbandry and carry on activity 
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designed to promote the harmonization of different interests. In addition, the Regional Wildlife 
Councils shall participate in preparing national management plans to steer the management of game 
populations.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Hunting Act: “The Act applies to hunting and the capturing and killing of 
unprotected animals, as well as to game management, compensations for damage caused by game 
animals and keeping dogs (Section 1). The right to engage in hunting and make decisions on hunting 
shall belong to the owner of an area (Section 6). The Act requires that hunting shall be practised in 
accordance with the principles of sustainable use, and the continued reproduction of game animal 
populations shall be safeguarded through game management (Section 20). A hunting licence shall be 
obtained for the hunting of cervids from the Finnish Wildlife Agency (Section 26). Decisions on the use 
of the hunting right and game management in State-owned areas shall be made by the authority that 
governs the area concerned (Section 44).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Reindeer Husbandry Act: “The Act provides the framework for reindeer herding 
and reindeer husbandry. The Act defines the boundaries of the reindeer herding area and the area 
specifically intended for reindeer herding (Section 2). State-owned lands north of the boundary form 
an area specifically intended for reindeer herding. The land in this area shall not be used in a manner 
that may significantly hinder reindeer herding. 

Subject to the restrictions provided in this Act, reindeer herding may be practised in the reindeer 
herding area irrespective of land ownership or possession rights (Section 3). In timberline forests 
referred to in the Forest Act, reindeer grazing shall be practised with special care and in a manner that 
does not cause the timberline to recede (Section 3 a). 

Reindeer shall be prevented from entering agricultural land without the landowner's permission or 
from causing damage to sapling stands in forest regeneration areas or causing any other unnecessary 
damage to agriculture or forestry (Section 31). 

For extremely weighty reasons, a reindeer herding co-operative shall also fence sapling stands in forest 
regeneration sites located in areas owned by parties other than the State, a municipality or a parish 
(Section 32). 

The Act further requires logging to be carried out so that it does not cause damage to reindeer 
(Section 42).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, 
hollow trees, old groves and rare tree species shall be left in 
quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard biological 
diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the health and 
stability of forests and on surrounding ecosystems. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.14 In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and a 
variety of tree species and thickets shall be spared 

8.14.1 To safeguard the biodiversity of forest nature, both live retention trees71) and dead trees72) 
shall be permanently left on site in intermediate and regeneration fellings and in harvesting energy 
wood. Biodiversity and forest species shall be safeguarded by retaining a mix of species and thickets.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.11 The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 

b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and water) 

8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for 
society, such as their potential role in erosion control, flood 
prevention, water purification, climate regulation, carbon 
sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem 
services shall be maintained or enhanced. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.1 The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock36) shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit37). The drain on growing stock during the five-year period may exceed increment 
owing to a natural disaster or in order to prevent a natural disaster. The criterion shall be applied 
when the area certified is at least 700,000 ha. 

(gc + foc) The quantity and quality of forest resources shall be safeguarded by ensuring forest 
regeneration in connection with regeneration fellings.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation; - fertilization; - stump 
removal; - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83); - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these buffer zones. These exceptions 
shall not apply to water courses with a salmonid population85) native to Finland. Other requirements 
for the buffer zoned as listed above shall be applied. 

Leaving canopy biomass on the buffer zone shall be avoided. Trees that have fallen into the channel 
naturally shall not be removed86). 
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In the vicinity of streamlets61), the requirements of point 8.16 shall be observed. 

Structures for crossing the channel shall be so implemented that the channel is not significantly 
altered and depressions allowing a flow of water in the direction of the channel shall not be allowed to 
form. 

If hydrological arrangements in line with the Water Act require the clearing of a brook no longer in its 
natural state, as well as moving about on the buffer zone, the requirements concerning the buffer 
zone may be disregarded where necessary in the area to be cleared. 

Major repairs to forest roads and the building of a new forest road shall be implemented so as to allow 
the unhindered movement of migratory fish and other aquatic animals and to ensure water 
protection. 

On regeneration sites where water is led into a main drainage ditch, appropriate water conservation 
measures shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.18 During forestry operations, the quality of ground water shall be safeguarded 

8.18.1 In ground water catchment areas88) important (Class 1, Class 1E) and suitable (Class 2, Class 2E) 
for water supply, chemical plant protection products or fertilizers shall not be used89) and stumps 
shall not be removed. Ash fertilization of peatlands shall be allowed if it does not jeopardize the 
quality of groundwater90). In Class E groundwater catchment areas fertilization shall be allowed if it 
does not jeopardize a surface or land ecosystem dependent on groundwater and serving as the basis 
of the E classification. Chemical plant protection products shall not be used on Class E groundwater 
catchment areas.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Forest Act: “The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, ecologically 
and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the forests produce 
sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and 
recognised protective functions for society shall be mapped, and 
forest management plans and operations shall ensure the 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 
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maintenance or enhancement of these functions. 6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. 

The criterion does not apply to fellings for household use.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of 
forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.10 The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land use 
planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
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example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan. The Act requires that land use objectives adopted by the Government shall be taken 
into account and their implementation shall be promoted in regional and municipal land use planning 
and the activity of government authorities (Section 24). 

The purpose of land use objectives is to curb emissions from settlements and transport, safeguard 
biodiversity and the values of cultural environments, as well as improve the regeneration potential of 
businesses. They are also a means of adapting to the consequences of climate change and extreme 
weather conditions. National land use objectives are part of the land use system stipulated in the Land 
Use and Building Act.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to 
forestry operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as 
well as in areas where operations might lead to excessive erosion 
of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the machinery 
used shall be suitable for such areas. Special measures shall be 
taken to minimise the pressure of animal populations on these 
areas. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation; - fertilization; - stump 
removal; - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83); - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these buffer zones. These exceptions 
shall not apply to water courses with a salmonid population85) native to Finland. Other requirements 
for the buffer zoned as listed above shall be applied. 
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Leaving canopy biomass on the buffer zone shall be avoided. Trees that have fallen into the channel 
naturally shall not be removed86). 

In the vicinity of streamlets61), the requirements of point 8.16 shall be observed. 

Structures for crossing the channel shall be so implemented that the channel is not significantly 
altered and depressions allowing a flow of water in the direction of the channel shall not be allowed to 
form. 

If hydrological arrangements in line with the Water Act require the clearing of a brook no longer in its 
natural state, as well as moving about on the buffer zone, the requirements concerning the buffer 
zone may be disregarded where necessary in the area to be cleared. 

Major repairs to forest roads and the building of a new forest road shall be implemented so as to allow 
the unhindered movement of migratory fish and other aquatic animals and to ensure water 
protection. 

On regeneration sites where water is led into a main drainage ditch, appropriate water conservation 
measures shall be taken.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to 
forestry operations in forest areas with water protection functions 
to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity of water 
resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful 
substances or inappropriate silvicultural practices influencing 
water quality in a harmful way shall be avoided. Downstream 
water balance and water quality shall not be significantly affected 
by the operations. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 
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The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation; - fertilization; - stump 
removal; - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83); - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these buffer zones. These exceptions 
shall not apply to water courses with a salmonid population85) native to Finland. Other requirements 
for the buffer zoned as listed above shall be applied. 

Leaving canopy biomass on the buffer zone shall be avoided. Trees that have fallen into the channel 
naturally shall not be removed86). 

In the vicinity of streamlets61), the requirements of point 8.16 shall be observed. 

Structures for crossing the channel shall be so implemented that the channel is not significantly 
altered and depressions allowing a flow of water in the direction of the channel shall not be allowed to 
form. 

If hydrological arrangements in line with the Water Act require the clearing of a brook no longer in its 
natural state, as well as moving about on the buffer zone, the requirements concerning the buffer 
zone may be disregarded where necessary in the area to be cleared. 

Major repairs to forest roads and the building of a new forest road shall be implemented so as to allow 
the unhindered movement of migratory fish and other aquatic animals and to ensure water 
protection. 

On regeneration sites where water is led into a main drainage ditch, appropriate water conservation 
measures shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.11 The characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved 

8.11.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be planned and implemented as follows: 

a) Habitat types protected under Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996), which have 
been defined in accordance with Section 30 in a decision by a nature conservation authority and which 
the land owner or manager has been notified of, shall not be altered so as to jeopardize the 
preservation of their characteristic features on the site in question. 
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b) Measures to manage and use habitats in their natural state or semi-natural state and clearly 
discernible from their environment and of special importance, as defined in Section 10 of the Forest 
Act (1093/1996), shall be carried out so as to preserve and reinforce the characteristic features of the 
habitats. Additionally, measures permitted by the forest authority on the basis of Section 11 of the 
Forest Act shall be allowed on such sites. 

c) Jeopardizing the natural state of aquatic habitat types61) referred to in Chapter 2, Section 11 of the 
Water Act (587/2011) shall be prohibited, excluding cases where the competent authority has granted 
an exception in line with Paragraph 2. 

d) In addition, the operations shall conserve the characteristic features of the biodiversity of habitats 
of special conservation value listed below. The principal characteristic features of the habitats shall be 
in their natural state or resembling natural state, clearly discernible in the terrain and identifiable. 

The habitats of special conservation value, the principal characteristic features to be conserved and 
the methods of conservation under point d) are: (…)” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.9 Plant protection products shall be used responsibly 

8.9.1 Only approved57) plant protection products shall be used in forest management and harvesting. 

On regeneration sites and young stands, broadleave shoots shall not be treated with chemical foliage 
sprays, except for the purpose of controlling the fungal disease spread through aspen shoots in young 
stands of Scots pine. Chemical plant protection products shall not be used on habitats of special 
importance referred to under point 8.16. Plant protection products shall only be used if indispensable. 
Such cases may include the following: control of ground vegetation which hampers seedlings on 
regeneration sites, control of the large pine weevil, prevention of damage by Cervidae, prevention of 
introduced species, and treatment of softwood timber storages in forests or their immediate vicinity 
to prevent the spread of insect damage. The use of plant protection products to prevent the spread of 
Heterobasidion shall be permitted on stumps in areas other than the habitats of special importance 
referred to under point 8.16.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Water Act chapter: “The Act regulates comprehensively different uses of water 
resources and its purpose is to ensure the good condition of water resources (Section 1). Water 
resource management projects which may cause changes in the state, depth, water level or flow, 
shore, or aquatic environment of a water body or the quality or quantity of groundwater require a 
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permit from the competent authority (Chapter 3, Section 2). The construction of a bridge or a 
transport device over a public or main channel always requires a permit (Chapter 3, Section 3). The Act 
prohibits the endangering of the natural state of certain aquatic habitat types (Chapter 3, Section 11).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges and 
other infrastructure shall be carried out in a manner that 
minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into 
watercourses and preserves the natural level and function of 
water courses and river beds. Proper road drainage facilities shall 
be installed and maintained. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “8.16 The biodiversity and ecosystem services of peatlands shall be maintained 

8.16.1 The conservation of mires in their natural state shall be safeguarded. In managing peatland 
forests, water protection shall be ensured and climate-friendly practices promoted.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation; - fertilization; - stump 
removal; - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83); - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84). 

For ditch-like, straightened and cleared brooks with a channel width of less than 2 m, the minimum 
buffer zone width shall be 5 m. Stemwood may be removed from these buffer zones. These exceptions 
shall not apply to water courses with a salmonid population85) native to Finland. Other requirements 
for the buffer zoned as listed above shall be applied. 

Leaving canopy biomass on the buffer zone shall be avoided. Trees that have fallen into the channel 
naturally shall not be removed86). 

In the vicinity of streamlets61), the requirements of point 8.16 shall be observed. 

Structures for crossing the channel shall be so implemented that the channel is not significantly 
altered and depressions allowing a flow of water in the direction of the channel shall not be allowed to 
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form. 

If hydrological arrangements in line with the Water Act require the clearing of a brook no longer in its 
natural state, as well as moving about on the buffer zone, the requirements concerning the buffer 
zone may be disregarded where necessary in the area to be cleared. 

Major repairs to forest roads and the building of a new forest road shall be implemented so as to allow 
the unhindered movement of migratory fish and other aquatic animals and to ensure water 
protection. 

On regeneration sites where water is led into a main drainage ditch, appropriate water conservation 
measures shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Private Roads Act: “The Act requires that the right of way shall be established 
as appropriately as possible, in such a way that the purpose of the road shall be achieved as 
advantageously as possible and that the road or its use shall not cause unnecessary harm to the 
environment or a greater harm or nuisance to any one than is necessary (Section 4). The Act 
specifically protects Natura 2000 sites and their natural values (Section 21). 

The Act requires that the road shall be maintained in a condition appropriate for the traffic demand, 
also taking into account road safety. In addition to this Act, road maintenance shall also take into 
account the relevant provisions of the Nature Conservation Act, the Water Act, the Antiquities Act, 
Chapter 3 of the Forest Act, the Environmental Protection Act and other legislation (Section 24).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Water Act 3 chapter: “The Act regulates comprehensively different uses of 
water resources and its purpose is to ensure the good condition of water resources (Section 1). Water 
resource management projects which may cause changes in the state, depth, water level or flow, 
shore, or aquatic environment of a water body or the quality or quantity of groundwater require a 
permit from the competent authority (Chapter 3, Section 2). The construction of a bridge or a 
transport device over a public or main channel always requires a permit (Chapter 3, Section 3). The Act 
prohibits the endangering of the natural state of certain aquatic habitat types (Chapter 3, Section 11).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions 
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8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall 
aim to respect all socio-economic functions of forests. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 

6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. 

The criterion does not apply to fellings for household use.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of 
forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 

The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 



203 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan15).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.19 “Everyman’s rights shall be safeguarded and the passability of recreation trails shall 
be ensured 

8.19.1 Free moving in and access to forests and gathering nature products in them shall be enabled 
within the limits allowed by everyman’s rights91). The passability of recreation trails shall be 
maintained to ensure the multiple use of forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.20 “Archaeological sites shall be preserved 

8.20.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be so planned and implemented as to meet the 
requirements of the Antiquities Act (295/1963). The excavation, covering, altering, damaging, 
removing of or other intervention with archaeological sites92) as listed in the Antiquities Act shall be 
prohibited without a permission granted on the basis of legislation.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.21 “The operating conditions of reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded 

8.21.1 In state forests managed by Metsähallitus within the reindeer husbandry area, forestry 
operations and reindeer husbandry shall be harmonized through local cooperation, so that the 
conditions for carrying on reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded in forestry operations 
comprehensively and in the long term. 

Indicators - To reach this goal, Metsähallitus cooperates with the representatives of the relevant 
herding cooperatives when carrying out operations that may have a substantial impact on reindeer 
husbandry. Essential operations and the need for cooperation are jointly defined in such a way that 
the goal can be reached. The cooperation observes the agreement93) jointly signed by Metsähallitus 
and the Reindeer Herders’ Association on 4 April 2013, as well as the sections on the harmonization of 
forestry and reindeer husbandry in Metsähallitus’ Natural Resources Plan. 
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Definitions - 93) The certification criterion refers to the agreements valid at a given time. The criterion 
applies to state lands in the reindeer husbandry area outside the Sámi homeland. With each reindeer 
herding cooperative, Metsähallitus complies with the agreement to which the cooperative is party. 
Should a reindeer herding cooperative resign from all agreements, Metsähallitus complies with the 
Reindeer Husbandry Act, the Metsähallitus Environmental Guide and the Natural Resources Plan. 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Forest Act: “The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, ecologically 
and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the forests produce 
sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1).”” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Act on Metsähallitus: ”Metsähallitus is a State enterprise steered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and whose operation is governed by this Act. The relevant 
steering tasks of the Ministry of the Environment are included in Section 9. The tasks of Metsähallitus 
as defined in the Act shall be to manage, use and protect natural resources and other property 
governed by it. Metsähallitus shall carry on business within the framework of its obligations to society 
laid down in the Act and manage public administration duties. In its operation, Metsähallitus shall 
observe business principles and the service targets set for it by the Finnish Parliament, as well as other 
operational objectives (Section 2). As an essential aspect of the sustainable management and use of 
natural resources, Metsähallitus shall, to a sufficient extent, take into account the protection and 
appropriate enhancement of biodiversity, together with the other goals set on the management, use 
and protection of forests, the sea and other natural resources. In addition, Metsähallitus shall take into 
account the requirements of the recreational use of nature and the furthering of employment (Section 
6). To assist in decision-making on the use of State lands managed by Metsähallitus and with a view to 
taking into account the position of local residents and furthering the harmonization of activities, 
regional or district advisory boards shall be set up. For municipalities entirely located inside the Sámi 
homeland, municipal advisory boards shall be formed, with the task of discussing the management 
and use of land and water areas owned by the State and the natural resources related to them 
(Section 39). Within the Sámi homeland specified in the Act on the Sámi Parliament (974/1995), the 
management, use and protection of the natural resources managed by Metsähallitus shall be 
harmonized so as to safeguard the conditions for upholding the Sámi culture; within the reindeer 
herding area specified in the Reindeer Husbandry Act, this shall be done so as to meet the 
requirements of the Reindeer Husbandry Act (848/1990, Section 6.2).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Wilderness Act: “Wilderness areas shall be established on State lands to 
conserve wild nature of these areas, to safeguard the Sámi culture and traditional livelihoods, as well 
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as to develop conditions for the diversified use of nature in Northern Finland (Sections 1 and 3). The 
management and use of a wilderness area shall comply with a management and use plan drawn up by 
Metsähallitus and approved by the Ministry for the Environment. Forests in the wilderness areas shall 
be left in their natural state or managed with methods emulating natural processes (Section 7).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to forests 
for the purpose of recreation shall be provided, taking into 
account respect for ownership rights, safety and the rights of 
others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as well as 
compatibility with other functions of the forest. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.19 “Everyman’s rights shall be safeguarded and the passability of recreation trails shall 
be ensured 

8.19.1 Free moving in and access to forests and gathering nature products in them shall be enabled 
within the limits allowed by everyman’s rights91). The passability of recreation trails shall be 
maintained to ensure the multiple use of forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Recreation Act: “The purpose of the Act is, among others, to set out the 
practices concerning the establishment of official outdoor recreation routes (Section 2) and State 
wilderness recreation areas (Section 16). A wilderness recreation area may be established on State 
land of major public importance for outdoor recreation purposes. Any other use of the area shall be 
arranged so as to take adequate account of the needs of outdoor recreation activities (Section 16).”  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific 
historical, cultural or spiritual significance and areas fundamental 
to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples and local communities 
(e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or managed in a way 
that takes due regard of the significance of the site. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 8.20 “Archaeological sites shall be preserved 

8.20.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be so planned and implemented as to meet the 
requirements of the Antiquities Act (295/1963). The excavation, covering, altering, damaging, 
removing of or other intervention with archaeological sites92) as listed in the Antiquities Act shall be 
prohibited without a permission granted on the basis of legislation.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
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and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 

The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 
culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan15).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.21 “The operating conditions of reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded 

8.21.1 In state forests managed by Metsähallitus within the reindeer husbandry area, forestry 
operations and reindeer husbandry shall be harmonized through local cooperation, so that the 
conditions for carrying on reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded in forestry operations 
comprehensively and in the long term. 

Indicators - To reach this goal, Metsähallitus cooperates with the representatives of the relevant 
herding cooperatives when carrying out operations that may have a substantial impact on reindeer 
husbandry. Essential operations and the need for cooperation are jointly defined in such a way that 
the goal can be reached. The cooperation observes the agreement93) jointly signed by Metsähallitus 
and the Reindeer Herders’ Association on 4 April 2013, as well as the sections on the harmonization of 
forestry and reindeer husbandry in Metsähallitus’ Natural Resources Plan. 

Definitions - 93) The certification criterion refers to the agreements valid at a given time. The criterion 
applies to state lands in the reindeer husbandry area outside the Sámi homeland. With each reindeer 
herding cooperative, Metsähallitus complies with the agreement to which the cooperative is party. 
Should a reindeer herding cooperative resign from all agreements, Metsähallitus complies with the 
Reindeer Husbandry Act, the Metsähallitus Environmental Guide and the Natural Resources Plan.” 
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PEFC FI 1002: 7.4 “The know-how of forest owners shall be comprehensively furthered 

7.4.1 The number of persons participating annually in further training or in personal or group guidance 
for forest owners in group certification shall be no less than 20% of the number of forest owners in the 
region32). 

The criterion shall only apply to regional group certification. 

Indicators - Statistics kept in the region by the Finnish Forest Centre, forest management associations, 
forest industry companies and establishments of forestry education, as well as by organizations 
committed to forest certification, on training and education events organized by them for forest 
owners in the region and on personal33) and group guidance34). The statistics shall show the number 
of participants in training and extension35). 

Topics discussed in training may include, among others, financially profitable timber production and 
harvesting, forest ecology and nature management in commercial forests, methods of silviculture, 
forestry on mires, hydrology and climate issues and forests, multiple use of forests, natural products, 
game management, forest-related cultural heritage, self-employed silvicultural operations, everyman’s 
rights and PEFC forest certification.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the 
long-term health and well-being of communities within or adjacent 
to the forest management area, where appropriate supported by 
engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 4.4 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 
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The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 
culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan15).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 7.5 “Communication 

7.5.1 The certificate holder shall manage the communication and consultation required by the 
certification with local communities and other stakeholders.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.21 “The operating conditions of reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded 

8.21.1 In state forests managed by Metsähallitus within the reindeer husbandry area, forestry 
operations and reindeer husbandry shall be harmonized through local cooperation, so that the 
conditions for carrying on reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded in forestry operations 
comprehensively and in the long term. 

Indicators - To reach this goal, Metsähallitus cooperates with the representatives of the relevant 
herding cooperatives when carrying out operations that may have a substantial impact on reindeer 
husbandry. Essential operations and the need for cooperation are jointly defined in such a way that 
the goal can be reached. The cooperation observes the agreement93) jointly signed by Metsähallitus 
and the Reindeer Herders’ Association on 4 April 2013, as well as the sections on the harmonization of 
forestry and reindeer husbandry in Metsähallitus’ Natural Resources Plan. 

Definitions - 93) The certification criterion refers to the agreements valid at a given time. The criterion 
applies to state lands in the reindeer husbandry area outside the Sámi homeland. With each reindeer 
herding cooperative, Metsähallitus complies with the agreement to which the cooperative is party. 
Should a reindeer herding cooperative resign from all agreements, Metsähallitus complies with the 
Reindeer Husbandry Act, the Metsähallitus Environmental Guide and the Natural Resources Plan.” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Land Use and Building Act: “Land use shall be steered by statutory land use 
planning (Section 1). Plans shall be prepared in interaction with all persons and bodies whose 
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circumstances or interests may be substantially affected by them (Section 5). When drawing up a plan, 
the environmental impact of implementing the plan and the options under scrutiny shall be examined 
to the necessary extent; this shall include the socio-economic, social, cultural and other impacts. 

The planning procedure shall be organized in such a way that the landowners in the area and those 
whose living, working or other conditions the plan may substantially affect, as well as the authorities 
and corporations whose sphere of activity the planning involves, shall have the opportunity to 
participate in preparing the plan. Measures that alter the landscape, such as felling trees, are subject 
to permission in areas specified in the Act (Section 128). A permit for landscape work is required, for 
example, when carrying out work in areas with a local detailed plan and, in some cases, in areas with a 
local master plan. The Act requires that land use objectives adopted by the Government shall be taken 
into account and their implementation shall be promoted in regional and municipal land use planning 
and the activity of government authorities (Section 24). 

The purpose of land use objectives is to curb emissions from settlements and transport, safeguard 
biodiversity and the values of cultural environments, as well as improve the regeneration potential of 
businesses. They are also a means of adapting to the consequences of climate change and extreme 
weather conditions. National land use objectives are part of the land use system stipulated in the Land 
Use and Building Act.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of 
forest-related experience and traditional knowledge, innovations 
and practices such as those of forest owners, NGOs, local 
communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge shall be 
encouraged. 

YES PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Government Decree on the Sustainable Management and Use of Forests  

PEFC FI 1002: 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 
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The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 
culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan15).” 
 
Laki biologista monimuotoisuutta koskevaan yleissopimukseen liittyvän Nagoyan pöytäkirjan 
täytäntöönpanosta (394/2016) https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2016/20160394, 2§ (This law is not 
listed in PEFC FI 1002 Annex 2. However, it shall be noted here that the matter has been implemented 
in Finland in legislation. And that 6.3. requires compliance with the law. ("This Act shall apply to 
imported genetic resources and related traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples to which the 
provisions of the Protocol implementing the provisions of the Protocol on access to, and benefit-
sharing from, traditional knowledge of genetic resources and related indigenous peoples apply.")  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as adequately covered.  

8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due 
regard to the role of forestry in local economies. Special 
consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training and 
employment of local people, including indigenous peoples. 

YES PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Forest Act:  “The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, ecologically 
and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the forests produce 
sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1). (…)The Act delegates 
the Finnish Forestry Centre the task of preparing a regional forest programme in collaboration with 
representatives of the forest sector and other stakeholders and of monitoring its implementation 
(Section 26).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Act on the Finnish Forest Centre: “The tasks of the Finnish Forest Centre shall 
be to promote forestry and related livelihoods, to enforce forest legislation, and to manage tasks 
related to forest data (Section 1). 

Among others, the public administration tasks of the Centre include tasks related to the planning and 
study of sustainable forest management and use; promoting forest-related livelihoods, climate and 

https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2016/20160394
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energy goals; the preservation of forest biodiversity and other environmental protection in forestry; 
drawing up, monitoring and implementing the national forest programme and regional forest 
programmes; promoting national and regional cooperation in forestry; promoting forest-based 
livelihoods in cooperation with regional organizations; training, advisory activity and communication 
to promote forestry; enforcement of forestry-related legislation; and monitoring the state and 
development of forestry and forests (Section 8).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Act on Metsähallitus: ”Metsähallitus is a State enterprise steered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and whose operation is governed by this Act. The relevant 
steering tasks of the Ministry of the Environment are included in Section 9. The tasks of Metsähallitus 
as defined in the Act shall be to manage, use and protect natural resources and other property 
governed by it. Metsähallitus shall carry on business within the framework of its obligations to society 
laid down in the Act and manage public administration duties. In its operation, Metsähallitus shall 
observe business principles and the service targets set for it by the Finnish Parliament, as well as other 
operational objectives (Section 2). As an essential aspect of the sustainable management and use of 
natural resources, Metsähallitus shall, to a sufficient extent, take into account the protection and 
appropriate enhancement of biodiversity, together with the other goals set on the management, use 
and protection of forests, the sea and other natural resources. In addition, Metsähallitus shall take into 
account the requirements of the recreational use of nature and the furthering of employment (Section 
6). To assist in decision-making on the use of State lands managed by Metsähallitus and with a view to 
taking into account the position of local residents and furthering the harmonization of activities, 
regional or district advisory boards shall be set up. For municipalities entirely located inside the Sámi 
homeland, municipal advisory boards shall be formed, with the task of discussing the management 
and use of land and water areas owned by the State and the natural resources related to them 
(Section 39). Within the Sámi homeland specified in the Act on the Sámi Parliament (974/1995), the 
management, use and protection of the natural resources managed by Metsähallitus shall be 
harmonized so as to safeguard the conditions for upholding the Sámi culture; within the reindeer 
herding area specified in the Reindeer Husbandry Act, this shall be done so as to meet the 
requirements of the Reindeer Husbandry Act (848/1990, Section 6.2).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 7.4 “The know-how of forest owners shall be comprehensively furthered 

7.4.1 The number of persons participating annually in further training or in personal or group guidance 
for forest owners in group certification shall be no less than 20% of the number of forest owners in the 
region32). 
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The criterion shall only apply to regional group certification. 

Indicators - Statistics kept in the region by the Finnish Forest Centre, forest management associations, 
forest industry companies and establishments of forestry education, as well as by organizations 
committed to forest certification, on training and education events organized by them for forest 
owners in the region and on personal33) and group guidance34). The statistics shall show the number 
of participants in training and extension35). 

Topics discussed in training may include, among others, financially profitable timber production and 
harvesting, forest ecology and nature management in commercial forests, methods of silviculture, 
forestry on mires, hydrology and climate issues and forests, multiple use of forests, natural products, 
game management, forest-related cultural heritage, self-employed silvicultural operations, everyman’s 
rights and PEFC forest certification.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 

The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 
culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan15).”PEFC FI 1002: 8.22 
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PEFC FI 1002: 8.22.1 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall 
contribute to research activities and data collection needed for 
sustainable forest management or support relevant research 
activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate. 

YES PEFC FI 1002 / Introduction: “Forest research and forest inventories 

Forests and forestry are actively researched at universities and research institutions with increasing 
diversification. The University of Helsinki and the University of Eastern Finland conduct solid research 
with a forest focus, and forests, and particularly forest ecology, are a topic of research in other 
universities as well. Natural Resources Institute Finland, under the performance-based management of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, is a central actor producing forest resource information. 
Natural Resources Institute Finland carries out the regular National Forest Inventory (NFI), which was 
started in the 1920s by the then Finnish Forest Research Centre. The forest resource data acquired 
through the NFI are based on comprehensive field measurements. 

Thanks to the field measurements, the NFI results are reliable for the whole of Finland and for each 
region of over 200,000 hectares, such as regional forest centres. A multi-source inventory based on 
satellite images was developed for smaller areas, starting in the late 1980s. Combining field 
measurements with satellite images and other numerical data allows the calculation of results for 
smaller areas than before, such as municipalities or other small areas. 

The results of the National Forest Inventory are in extensive use: 

• As basis for national and international decisions in forest policy 

• As baseline data in planning regional and national forest management 

• To support investment decisions in forest industry 

• In assessing sustainability of forestry and in forest certification 

• In assessing changes in carbon storage and greenhouse gas emissions 

• As research data 

Especially since the 1990s, strong investments have been made in researching forest biodiversity and 
forest species in several extensive research programmes and separate projects. In addition to Natural 
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Resources Institute Finland and the universities, the Finnish Environment Institute, governed by the 
Ministry for the Environment, is an important actor generating environmental data also on forests. 
Thanks to researchers with a wide range of interests and diversified research programmes, knowledge 
about the range of species in Finnish forests, its development trends and about forest ecology in a 
broader sense is of a high quality even in an international comparison. 

The importance of forests in adapting to and curbing climate change by means of carbon sinks is a 
central topic of current research. In particular, the role of peatland forests in the carbon cycle has 
been a focus of interest. The impact of peatland forestry on water bodies has also received a great 
deal of attention.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: While the introduction does not form a normative part of the standard, it is understood 
from the information provided that research is generally well supported by the forest industry and by 
forest owners in Finland. The benchmark can therefore be considered as adequately addressed.   

9. Performance evaluation 

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation 

9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources 
and evaluation of their management, including ecological, social 
and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results 
fed back into the planning process. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.1.1 “The monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their management, including 
ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results fed back into the 
planning process.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall 
be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors 
that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, 
such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and 
damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest 
management operations. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.1.2 “The health and vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially key 
biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, 
diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or 
by forest management operations.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met.  

9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of 
the forest owner/manager and included in forest management, 
the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and 
fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.1.3 “Where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager and included in forest 
management, the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, 
monitored and controlled” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions shall be 
regularly monitored and adapted as necessary. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.1.4 “The working conditions shall be regularly monitored and adapted as 

necessary.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

 

9.2 Internal audit 

9.2.1 Objectives 

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide information on 

whether the management system 

a) conforms to 

• the organisation’s requirements for its management system; 

• the requirements of the national sustainable forest management 
standard 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.1 “Objectives 

The certificate holder shall have an internal audit programme at planned intervals to provide 
information on whether the management system 

a) conforms to 

- the organisation’s requirements for its management system 

- the requirements of the national sustainable forest management standard” 
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) is effectively implemented and maintained. YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.1 “b) is effectively implemented and maintained.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires that the organisation shall: 

a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an audit programme(s) 
including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, planning 
requirements and reporting, which shall take into consideration 
the importance of the processes concerned and the results of 
previous audits; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.2 “9.2.2 Organization 

The certificate holder shall 

a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an audit programme(s) including the frequency, methods, 
responsibilities, planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into consideration the 
importance of the processes concerned and the results of previous audits;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

b) define the audit criteria and scope for each audit; YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.2 “b) define the audit criteria and scope for each audit;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure objectivity and 
the impartiality of the audit process; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.2 “c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure objectivity and the impartiality 
of the audit process;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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d) ensure that the results of the audits are reported to relevant 
management; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.2 “d) ensure that the results of the audits are reported to relevant management;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) retain documented information as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme and the audit results. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.2.2 “e) retain documented information as evidence of the implementation of the audit 
programme and the audit results.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is 

9.3 Management review 

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include 

a) the status of actions from previous management reviews; YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.3 “Management review 

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include 

a) the status of actions from previous management reviews;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Comment: From here on onwards the wording should be adjusted by not repeating the PEFC 
International Benchmark Standard´s wording “The standard requires that (…)”.  

b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the 
management system; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.3.1 “b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the management 
system;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) information on the organisation’s performance, including trends YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.3.1 c) “information on the organisation’s performance, including trends in: 
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in: 

• nonconformities and corrective actions; 

• monitoring and measurement results; 

• audit results; 

- nonconformities and corrective actions; 

- monitoring and measurement results; 

- audit results;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

d) opportunities for continual improvement YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.3.1 “d) opportunities for continual improvement.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management 
review shall include decisions related to continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes to the management 
system. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.3.2 “The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include 
decisions related to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the 
management system.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as 
evidence of the results of management reviews shall be retained. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 9.3.3 “The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of 
management reviews shall be retained.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

10. Improvement 

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action 

10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: 

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.1 “The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: 
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i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences; 

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: 

i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the 
nonconformity, in order that it does not 

recur or occur elsewhere, by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or could 
potentially occur; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.1 “b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the nonconformity, in 
order that it does not recur or occur elsewhere, by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or could potentially occur;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) implement any action needed; YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.1 “c) implement any action needed;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken; YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.1 “d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) make changes to the management system, if necessary. YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.1 “e) make changes to the management system, if necessary.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be 
appropriate to the effects of the nonconformities encountered. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.2 “The standard requires that corrective actions shall be appropriate to the effects 
of the nonconformities encountered.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of: 

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions 
taken; 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.3 “The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information 
as evidence of: 

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions taken;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) the results of any corrective action. YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.1.3 “b) the results of any corrective action.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and 
effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system and 
the sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: 10.2 “Continuous improvement 

10.2.1 The suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system and 
the sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously improved.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

 
  



221 
 

PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018, Appendix 1) - Guidelines for the interpretation of 
requirements in the case of forest plantations 

PEFC benchmark requirementP YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into 
account the different uses or functions of the managed forest 
area. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 6.2.2, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 and 
8.6.1 cannot be applied to individual forest stands and shall be 
considered on a larger scale (bioregional) within the whole forest 
management unit where the stands of fast growing trees are 
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside areas dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, and water 
and soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones 
and conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the 
preparatory stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on 
social, environmental and ecological assessment, as well as 
reviewed during the subsequent replanting stages.  

YES See PEFC FI 1002: 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date 
data on nature and forest resources” 

6.2.1 “To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators - (rc) A plan describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area. 

The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-wood forest 
products on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, when such 
products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by the forest 
owner and to gathering based on an agreement.” 

PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
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in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

Annex 2 on the Act on the Forest Data System of the Finnish Forest Centre, 4§, 7§: “The Forest Data 
System of the Finnish Forest Centre contains data on the ownership and possession of forest holdings 
of natural persons and on the forest resources of these. This data includes forest data concerning the 
tree stock, soil, growing site, location and geometry, surface area, restrictions of use, biodiversity and 
other special features of a compartment or other geographically limited forest area, as well as data on 
proposed or completed operations and other data necessary for discharging public administrative 
tasks (Section 4). 

The Act requires that forest resource data shall not contain substantial omissions, errors or 
misinterpretations. In addition, the forest resource data in the data system shall be updated at regular 
intervals (Section 7).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery 
plantations does not include plantation specific guidance related to this benchmark. However, the FM 
standard requirements, legislation and the regional forest programmes referred to to address this 
benchmark for non-plantation forest management can be considered suitable to address the 
benchmark on a regional level.  

8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to 
maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services and 
maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social 
values of forest resources. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 6.2.2, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 and 
8.6.1 cannot be applied to individual forest stands and shall be 
considered on a larger scale (bioregional) within the whole forest 
management unit where the stands of fast growing trees are 
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside areas dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
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In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, and water 
and soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones 
and conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the 
preparatory stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on 
social, environmental and ecological assessment, as well as 
reviewed during the subsequent replanting stages. 

objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

PEFC Finland statement: “PEFC FI 1002 / forest management requirements of the standard together 
are equivalent to this.” 

Examples of the standard´s requirements contributing to the maintenance or increase of forest 
ecosystem services and resources: 

8.1 “The tree stock in a forest shall be maintained as a carbon sink 

8.1.1 (rc) The drain on growing stock36) shall not exceed the increment during the five-year period 
preceding the audit37). (…) Definitions (…) 37) During the corresponding period more carbon is bound 
in the trees (stemwood) than is removed by stemwood harvesting. During a given period, the trees in a 
forest will remain a carbon sink when tree growth exceeds the drain on growing stock.” 

8.3 “Non-wood forest products shall be utilized sustainably 

8.3.1 (…) (rc) The planning of forest management and use shall promote in a diversified way the 
products and services provided by forests.” 

8.6 “Tending of young stands shall be timely 

8.6.1 (rc + gc) A minimum of 60% of the annual need for young stand tending51) in the certified area 
shall be completed annually. 

(foc) A minimum of 60% of the requirement for young stand tending52) in the owner’s forests for the 
5-year period shall be completed.” 

“8.10 The conservation values of protected areas shall be safeguarded 

8.10.1 The conservation values of protected areas60) or sites in the Natura 2000 network shall not be 
deteriorated by forestry measures.” 

PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
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revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Act: The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, 
ecologically and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the 
forests produce sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1). (…) 
The Act prohibits deforestation. A forest owner shall regenerate the forest after regeneration felling 
(Sections 5, 5a). The regeneration obligation shall also apply to forestry land which has been declared 
for other use if the use has not been changed within four years from the end of felling or other activity 
(Section 3). Clearing forest for other use may require permission according to the Land Use and 
Building Act, the Environmental Protection Act or the Water Act. The Forest Act shall be applied until 
the decision to grant the permission becomes effective. 

The Act requires forests to be managed and used so as to safeguard the general conditions for the 
preservation of habitats important for forest biodiversity (Section 10). Moreover, protection forests 
shall be managed and used with particular care, ensuring that no measures cause a retreat of the 
timberline (Section 12). To preserve forest for the protection of settlements or cultivated areas on 
islands or shores along the coast or in inland waters that are highly exposed to the wind or on high 
slopes or steep bluffs or to prevent landslides, more severe restrictions on forest use may be imposed 
(Section 13). (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery 
plantations does not include plantation specific guidance related to this benchmark. However, the FM 
standard requirements, legislation and the regional forest programmes referred to to address this 
benchmark for non-plantation forest management can be considered suitable to address the 
benchmark on a regional level. 

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest 
ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced and degraded forest 
ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as 
economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures 
and processes and using preventive biological measures. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 6.2.2, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 and 
8.6.1 cannot be applied to individual forest stands and shall be 
considered on a larger scale (bioregional) within the whole forest 
management unit where the stands of fast growing trees are 
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside areas dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, and water 
and soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones 
and conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the 
preparatory stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on 
social, environmental and ecological assessment, as well as 
reviewed during the subsequent replanting stages. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.5 Tree health shall be looked after 

8.5.1 The spreading of Heterobasidion parviporum and Heterobasidion annosum shall be prevented 
during harvesting. Methods of controlling Heterobasidion shall be safe for users and the 
environment45). During harvesting, damage to the remaining trees and terrain which would 
deteriorate the growing conditions shall be avoided. In storaging timber, insect damage shall be 
prevented. Action to prevent damage by game animals shall be taken.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.7 “Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration8.7.1 Tree 
species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55).” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Forest Damages Prevention Act: “The purpose of the Act is to maintain 
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the good health of forests and to prevent forest damage (Section 1). Among other things, the Act 
imposes an obligation on the landowner to remove damaged trees from the forest (Section 6) and on 
the actor felling trees to control Heterobasidion during fellings in the summer season (Section 8a). (…) 
Natural Resources Institute Finland, assisted by the Finnish Forest Centre, is tasked with monitoring 
and anticipating the occurrence and spreading of plant diseases and pests causing forest damage, as 
well as with studying the cause–effect relationships of damage and its financial significance (Section 
12). Natural Research Institute Finland shall submit an annual report of the findings of the monitoring 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery 
plantations does not include plantation specific guidance related to this benchmark. However, the FM 
standard requirements, legislation and the regional forest programmes referred to to address this 
benchmark for non-plantation forest management can be considered suitable to address the 
benchmark on a regional level. 

8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and 
structural diversity shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance 
the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to adverse 
environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation 
mechanisms. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 6.2.2, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 and 
8.6.1 cannot be applied to individual forest stands and shall be 
considered on a larger scale (bioregional) within the whole forest 
management unit where the stands of fast growing trees are 
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside areas dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, and water 
and soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones 
and conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the 
preparatory stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on 
social, environmental and ecological assessment, as well as 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.14 (“In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and 
mixed stands and thickets shall be spared.”): 

“8.14 shall not apply to Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations. Environmental aspects shall 
be viewed from a broader perspective across the entire forest holding. Potential retention trees 
excluded from the business activity and in the immediate vicinity of the Christmas tree plantation shall 
be identified when establishing the Christmas tree plantation. Management operations on the 
Christmas tree plantation shall not harm retention tree groups.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.7 “Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration 

8.7.1 Tree species54) native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration, except in special cases55).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.2 “The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to 
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reviewed during the subsequent replanting stages. promote the sustainable management and use of forests.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met. 

8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim 
to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on landscape, 
ecosystem, species and genetic levels. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 6.2.2, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 and 
8.6.1 cannot be applied to individual forest stands and shall be 
considered on a larger scale (bioregional) within the whole forest 
management unit where the stands of fast growing trees are 
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside areas dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, and water 
and soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones 
and conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the 
preparatory stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on 
social, environmental and ecological assessment, as well as 
reviewed during the subsequent replanting stages. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.10. (“The conservation values of conservation areas shall be safeguarded”), 8.11 (“The 
characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved”) and 8.12. (“The known 
habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded”): 

“When establishing a Christmas tree or conifer greenery plantation it shall be ensured that the area 
does not contain: 

- habitat types defined in Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act, which a nature conservation 
authority has defined in its decision and which it has notified the landowner about in line with Section 
30 of the Act, 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

- traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about 

- conservation areas or Natura 2000 sites” 

PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
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each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially addressed. 

8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall 
aim to respect all socio-economic functions of forests. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 6.2.2, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 and 
8.6.1 cannot be applied to individual forest stands and shall be 
considered on a larger scale (bioregional) within the whole forest 
management unit where the stands of fast growing trees are 
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside areas dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, and water 
and soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones 
and conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the 
preparatory stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on 
social, environmental and ecological assessment, as well as 
reviewed during the subsequent replanting stages. 

YES PEFC FI 1002: “6.1 The legality of a felling operation shall be shown and environmental aspects 
clarified by means of a forest use declaration 

6.1.1 In order to meet the statutory obligations and the criteria related to forest certification in 
connection with fellings, a forest use declaration shall be made concerning the area to be felled; in 
cases where a forest use declaration is not legally required and has not been made, a specific 
environmental report1) shall be made. The forest use declaration may also be used as an 
environmental report when the Forest Act does not stipulate a forest use declaration. 

The felling agreement shall specify the party responsible for making the environmental report in cases 
where the Forest Act does not require a forest use declaration, or where an environmental report 
drawn up in connection with a land use plan is not used as environmental report. 

The criterion does not apply to fellings for household use.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
the felling potential and forest management needs. 

(rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to promote the sustainable management and use of 
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forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 6.5 “The preconditions of Sámi culture and traditional Sámi livelihoods shall be 
safeguarded within the Sámi homeland in line with the Sámi definition of sustainable development 

6.5.1 Within the Sámi homeland, areas and natural resources under state administration shall be 
managed and used so as to safeguard the preconditions for carrying on the traditional Sámi livelihoods 
and the Sámi culture13). 

Indicators - The implementation of international law, Article 8(j)14) of the Biodiversity Convention and 
the rights of the Sámi listed in the Constitution of Finland, as well as the participation in the 
preparation and decision-making on matters of the Sámi Parliament and, in the Skolt area, of the Skolt 
Council are monitored in connection of the use of state forests. 

The measures and need for cooperation required by traditional reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi 
culture are defined in an agreement on the cooperation procedures and harmonization of reindeer 
husbandry and the activity of Metsähallitus, concluded between the reindeer herding cooperatives 
active in the Sámi homeland, the Sámi Parliament, the Skolt Council and Metsähallitus. 

The cooperation complies with the following: the above agreement as of its coming into force, the 
sections dealing with the harmonization of forestry and Sámi culture in Metsähallitus’ natural resource 
plans, as well as Chapter 5 (Promoting non-discrimination in activity concerning the Sámi and the Sámi 
homeland) in Metsähallitus’ Equality and Non-Discrimination Plan15).” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.19 “Everyman’s rights shall be safeguarded and the passability of recreation trails shall 
be ensured 

8.19.1 Free moving in and access to forests and gathering nature products in them shall be enabled 
within the limits allowed by everyman’s rights91). The passability of recreation trails shall be 
maintained to ensure the multiple use of forests.” 

PEFC FI 1002: 8.20 “Archaeological sites shall be preserved 

8.20.1 Operations of forest management and use shall be so planned and implemented as to meet the 
requirements of the Antiquities Act (295/1963). The excavation, covering, altering, damaging, 
removing of or other intervention with archaeological sites92) as listed in the Antiquities Act shall be 
prohibited without a permission granted on the basis of legislation.” 
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PEFC FI 1002: 8.21 “The operating conditions of reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded 

8.21.1 In state forests managed by Metsähallitus within the reindeer husbandry area, forestry 
operations and reindeer husbandry shall be harmonized through local cooperation, so that the 
conditions for carrying on reindeer husbandry shall be safeguarded in forestry operations 
comprehensively and in the long term. 

Indicators - To reach this goal, Metsähallitus cooperates with the representatives of the relevant 
herding cooperatives when carrying out operations that may have a substantial impact on reindeer 
husbandry. Essential operations and the need for cooperation are jointly defined in such a way that 
the goal can be reached. The cooperation observes the agreement93) jointly signed by Metsähallitus 
and the Reindeer Herders’ Association on 4 April 2013, as well as the sections on the harmonization of 
forestry and reindeer husbandry in Metsähallitus’ Natural Resources Plan. 

Definitions - 93) The certification criterion refers to the agreements valid at a given time. The criterion 
applies to state lands in the reindeer husbandry area outside the Sámi homeland. With each reindeer 
herding cooperative, Metsähallitus complies with the agreement to which the cooperative is party. 
Should a reindeer herding cooperative resign from all agreements, Metsähallitus complies with the 
Reindeer Husbandry Act, the Metsähallitus Environmental Guide and the Natural Resources Plan. 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Forest Act: “The purpose of the Act is to promote an economically, ecologically 
and socially sustainable forest management and use of forests while assuring that the forests produce 
sustainably a good output and maintaining their biological diversity (Section 1).”” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Act on Metsähallitus: ”Metsähallitus is a State enterprise steered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and whose operation is governed by this Act. The relevant 
steering tasks of the Ministry of the Environment are included in Section 9. The tasks of Metsähallitus 
as defined in the Act shall be to manage, use and protect natural resources and other property 
governed by it. Metsähallitus shall carry on business within the framework of its obligations to society 
laid down in the Act and manage public administration duties. In its operation, Metsähallitus shall 
observe business principles and the service targets set for it by the Finnish Parliament, as well as other 
operational objectives (Section 2). As an essential aspect of the sustainable management and use of 
natural resources, Metsähallitus shall, to a sufficient extent, take into account the protection and 
appropriate enhancement of biodiversity, together with the other goals set on the management, use 
and protection of forests, the sea and other natural resources. In addition, Metsähallitus shall take into 
account the requirements of the recreational use of nature and the furthering of employment (Section 
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6). To assist in decision-making on the use of State lands managed by Metsähallitus and with a view to 
taking into account the position of local residents and furthering the harmonization of activities, 
regional or district advisory boards shall be set up. For municipalities entirely located inside the Sámi 
homeland, municipal advisory boards shall be formed, with the task of discussing the management 
and use of land and water areas owned by the State and the natural resources related to them 
(Section 39). Within the Sámi homeland specified in the Act on the Sámi Parliament (974/1995), the 
management, use and protection of the natural resources managed by Metsähallitus shall be 
harmonized so as to safeguard the conditions for upholding the Sámi culture; within the reindeer 
herding area specified in the Reindeer Husbandry Act, this shall be done so as to meet the 
requirements of the Reindeer Husbandry Act (848/1990, Section 6.2).” 

PEFC FI 1002/Annex 2/ Wilderness Act: “Wilderness areas shall be established on State lands to 
conserve wild nature of these areas, to safeguard the Sámi culture and traditional livelihoods, as well 
as to develop conditions for the diversified use of nature in Northern Finland (Sections 1 and 3). The 
management and use of a wilderness area shall comply with a management and use plan drawn up by 
Metsähallitus and approved by the Ministry for the Environment. Forests in the wilderness areas shall 
be left in their natural state or managed with methods emulating natural processes (Section 7).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery 
plantations does not include plantation specific guidance related to this benchmark. However, the FM 
standard requirements, legislation and the regional forest programmes referred to to address this 
benchmark for non-plantation forest management can be considered suitable to address the 
benchmark on a regional level. 

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur 
unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: (…) 

Appendix 1: The requirement that “forest conversion shall not 
occur” means that forest plantations established by a forest 
conversion after 31 December 2010 in other than “justified 
circumstances” do not meet the requirement and are not eligible 
for certification. 

NO PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.10. (“The conservation values of conservation areas shall be safeguarded”), 8.11 (“The 
characteristic features of habitats of special importance shall be preserved”) and 8.12. (“The known 
habitats of threatened species shall be safeguarded”): 

“When establishing a Christmas tree or conifer greenery plantation it shall be ensured that the area 
does not contain: 

- habitat types defined in Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act, which a nature conservation 
authority has defined in its decision and which it has notified the landowner about in line with Section 
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30 of the Act, 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

- traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about 

- conservation areas or Natura 2000 sites” 

PEFC Finland comment, 18th September 2022: 

“As described in the previous PEFC-Finland response, Christmas tree plantations are a very limited 
issue in the Finnish context. In practice no forest is being cleared specifically because of plantations, 
although according to our information 60% of Christmas tree plantations are cultivated on agricultural 
land. Christmas tree cultivation takes into consideration all the good forestry practices and in addition 
the Finnish public bodies steer and control land use, which makes uncontrolled land use change 
practically impossible.” 

Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: The plantation requirements do not address this benchmark, e.g. through a cut-off date. 
It is not ensured that plantations established from forest conversion prior to certification meet the 
system´s requirements for conversion of forests to forest plantations.  

8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically 
important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified 
circumstances where the conversion: (…) 

Appendix 1: The requirement for the “reforestation and 
afforestation of ecologically important nonforest ecosystems” 
means that ecologically important non-forest ecosystems 
reforested or afforested after 31 December 2010 in other than 
“justified circumstances” do not meet the requirement and are not 
eligible for certification. 

YES  PEFC FI 1002, 8.4.1: (…) “As regards sites outside forests mentioned in the Nature Conservation Act 
(1096/1996): 

- habitat types under Section 29, which a nature conservation authority has defined in a decision 
according to Section 30 of the Nature Conservation Act and of which it has notified the landowner; 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about; 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations. 
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Traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about, shall not be afforested or taken 
into use as tree plantations. 

Peatlands in their natural state shall not be afforested or taken into use as tree plantations.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: While this benchmark is not specifically addressed in the standard through a cut-off date, 
afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems is effectively prohibited by legislation. 
This is sufficiently preventing the risk that plantations which have been established from afforestation 
of ecologically important non-forest areas previously obtain PEFC certification.   

8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning, 
of forest resources shall identify, protect, conserve or set aside 
ecologically important forest areas. 

Note: This does not necessarily exclude forest management 
activities that do not damage biodiversity values of those biotopes. 

Appendix 1: The requirement laid out in 8.4.2 shall primarily be 
addressed at the stage of the establishment of forest plantations 
and those areas shall form part of the buffer zones and set-aside 
areas that are dedicated to environmental, ecological, cultural and 
social functions. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.10, 8.11 and 8.12 

“When establishing a Christmas tree or conifer greenery plantation it shall be ensured that the area 
does not contain: 

- habitat types defined in Section 29 of the Nature Conservation Act, which a nature conservation 
authority has defined in its decision and which it has notified the landowner about in line with Section 
30 of the Act, 

- occurrences of strictly protected species under Section 47, which a nature conservation authority has 
defined and notified the site owner about 

- breeding sites and resting places of species under Section 49 of the Nature Conservation Act and 
Annex 5 of the Government Decree on Nature Conservation 

- traditional biotopes of special national and regional importance, recognized in the national inventory 
of traditional biotopes, which the landowner has been notified about 

- conservation areas or Natura 2000 sites” 

PEFC FI 1002: “6.2 The management and use of forests shall be based on the use of up-to-date data on 
nature and forest resources 

6.2.1 To support decision-making, the forest owner shall have at its disposal up-to-date information2) 
on its holding, as regards forest resources, nature and archaeological sites, as well as an estimate of 
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the felling potential and forest management needs. (rc) Regional forest planning shall be used to 
promote the sustainable management and use of forests. 

Indicators - (rc) A plan3) describing the condition and use of forests has been drawn up for the region. 

For defining the goals of forestry and for planning and implementing forestry operations, the forest 
owner has at its disposal stand-level data on forest resources and on the measures required in the 
certified area4). The forest owner has information about the potential for the sustainable use of non-
wood forest products5) on its holding, other than those gathered on the basis of everyman’s rights, 
when such products are utilized commercially. The requirement applies to commercial gathering by 
the forest owner and to gathering based on an agreement. 

Definitions - 2) Data includes: - stand-level data on growing stock and soil; - stand-level need for 
forestry operations; - felling potential; - Natura 2000 sites; - forest habitats of special importance 
defined under 8.11; - known habitats of threatened species defined under 8.12; - nature management 
and environmental subsidy sites funded by the state and permanently protected sites; - archaeological 
sites in the Ancient Relics Register, for which reliable location data exists. The accuracy of this 
information shall be verified every ten years at a minimum. 

3) As an example, a regional forest programme is considered an adequate plan. 

4) The forest resource data and the proposals for measures entered in the metsään.fi system on a 
holding are considered to meet the requirements. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially met. 

   

8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and 
vertical structures, and the diversity of species such as mixed 
stands, shall be promoted, where appropriate. The practices shall 
also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 8.4.8, 8.4.9 and 8.4.13 do not 
usually apply to forest plantations and shall be understood to be 
primarily taking place in buffer zones and set-aside areas, which 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.14 (“In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and 
mixed stands and thickets shall be spared.”): 

“8.14 shall not apply to Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations. Environmental aspects shall 
be viewed from a broader perspective across the entire forest holding. Potential retention trees 
excluded from the business activity and in the immediate vicinity of the Christmas tree plantation shall 
be identified when establishing the Christmas tree plantation. Management operations on the 
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complement forest plantations, and which are dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

Christmas tree plantation shall not harm retention tree groups.” 

PEFC FI 1002: “8.17 Operations in the vicinity of water bodies, including small ones, shall take into 
account water protection and nature management 

8.17.1 A buffer zone shall be left along water bodies82) and around springs to retain solids and 
nutrients and to safeguard shade and biodiversity; the layering of undergrowth shall be preserved on 
the zone. The minimum average width of the buffer zone shall be 10 m, the absolute minimum being 5 
m. Only selection fellings shall be carried out on the buffer zone, retaining a diversity of trees of 
different sizes and favouring broadleaves. 

The following shall not be carried out on buffer zones: - soil preparation, - fertilization, - stump 
removal, - clearing of vegetation in shrub layer83), - chemical pest control using plant protection 
products84).” 

PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately addressed. 
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PEFC benchmark requirementP YES / 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices 
that create valuable ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be 
supported, where appropriate. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 8.4.8, 8.4.9 and 8.4.13 do not 
usually apply to forest plantations and shall be understood to be 
primarily taking place in buffer zones and set-aside areas, which 
complement forest plantations, and which are dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Wilderness Act: “Wilderness areas shall be established on State lands to 
conserve wild nature of these areas, to safeguard the Sámi culture and traditional livelihoods, as well 
as to develop conditions for the diversified use of nature in Northern Finland (Sections 1 and 3). The 
management and use of a wilderness area shall comply with a management and use plan drawn up by 
Metsähallitus and approved by the Ministry for the Environment. Forests in the wilderness areas shall 
be left in their natural state or managed with methods emulating natural processes (Section 7).” 
 
PEFC FI 1002: “8.13 The biodiversity of forest species shall be promoted with prescribed burning 

8.13.1 The habitats of species dependent on forest fires and fire-damaged wood shall be maintained 
and increased through prescribed burning as part of forest and nature management. The criterion 
shall not be applied in the province of Åland or if the total area of certified forestry land is below 
200,000 ha.” 

PEFC FI 1002: Introduction, “Planning the management and use of forests - The first regional forest 
programmes as stipulated by the Forest Act were completed in 1998, and have subsequently been 
revised approximately every five years. The programmes provide an overview of the status and 
development needs of the forests and forestry in each regional unit of the Finnish Forest Centre. 
Regional forest councils, with a comprehensive representation from different stakeholders, support 
the regional units of the Forest Centre in drawing up and monitoring the regional forest programmes. 

Regional forest programmes serve as the development plans and action plans of the forest sector in 
each region. The programmes are drafted in collaboration with the regional forest councils. 

The objectives of the regional forest programmes are based on the region’s development needs and 
the goals of the national forest strategy. The programmes harmonise economic, ecological and social 
objectives. The curbing of and adaptation to climate change have been a focal point in programme 
preparation. Regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 were adopted for fourteen regions 
in November 2020. The new regional forest programmes for the years 2021–2025 promote the 
diversified and sustainable use of forests. They aim at creating more jobs and well-being in the regions, 
safeguarding forest biodiversity and providing means to prepare for and adapt to climate change.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately addressed. 
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8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, 
hollow trees, old groves and special rare tree species shall be left 
in quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard biological 
diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the health and 
stability of forests and on surrounding ecosystems. 

Appendix 1: The requirements 8.4.8, 8.4.9 and 8.4.13 do not 
usually apply to forest plantations and shall be understood to be 
primarily taking place in buffer zones and set-aside areas, which 
complement forest plantations, and which are dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.14 (“In forestry operations, living retention trees and deadwood shall be left and 
mixed stands and thickets shall be spared.”): 

“8.14 shall not apply to Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations. Environmental aspects shall 
be viewed from a broader perspective across the entire forest holding. Potential retention trees 
excluded from the business activity and in the immediate vicinity of the Christmas tree plantation shall 
be identified when establishing the Christmas tree plantation. Management operations on the 
Christmas tree plantation shall not harm retention tree groups.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately addressed. 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and 
afforestation, origins of native species that are well-adapted to site 
conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced species, 
provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the 
ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local 
provenances have been evaluated, and if negative impacts can be 
avoided or minimised. 

Appendix 1: The evaluation of the impact of “introduced species, 
provenances or varieties” shall be understood as having increased 
importance for forest plantations and shall be an important part of 
both the planning and management stages of the production cycle. 

YES PEFC FI 1002, Annex 1. Application of criteria on Christmas tree and conifer greenery plantations on 
PEFC FI 1002, 8.7 (“Tree species native to Finland shall be used in forest regeneration.”): 

“8.7 mentions that the criterion does not apply to special cases, which include, among others, the 
establishing of parks and urban forests, the cultivation of Christmas trees and production of conifer 
greenery, stands and trees planted for landscape management or for the maintenance of a cultural 
landscape, and the cultivation of hybrid aspen.” 

The Forest Act, Section 8a: “Tree species to be used in forest regeneration  

(1) In forest regeneration referred to in section 8(1) above a seedling stand may be established with 
seedlings or seed of pine, spruce, silver birch, aspen, Siberian larch, maple, common alder, oak, 
European white elm, Scotch elm, littleleaf linden, ash and hybrid aspen suitable as regards their origin 
and the site. A seedling stand may be established with seedlings or seed of downy birch only in 
peatland, paludified sections of mineral soils and compact soils dominated by clay or silt. In other sites 
downy birch may be used as a supplementary tree species depending on its site and the geographical 
location of the area.    

(2) If a seedling stand is established with tree species other than those listed in subsection 1, a 
sufficient account shall be given in the forest use declaration on their usability for being grown and 
suitability of their origin with regard to the conditions in the area to be regenerated.” 

PEFC FI 1002, Annex 2 on the Act on Trade in Forest Reproductive Material: “The Decree requires that 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

seedlings marketed for forest cultivation shall be healthy, viable and suitable for forest cultivation 
(Section 8 of the Decree). If the use of forest reproductive material is found to have or there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that it may have adverse effects on forestry, the environment, genetic 
resources or biological diversity due to its phenotypic or genetic characteristics, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry may prohibit the marketing of the material concerned to the end user 
(Section 26 of the Act).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately addressed. 

 

PEFC Checklist - Group Forest Management Certification (PEFC ST 1002:2018) 
 

YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

4. Context of the group organisation 

4.1 Understanding the group organisation and its context 

The standard shall define how relevant external and internal issues of the group organisation shall be determined. A general framework for the group organisation shall be 
determined: 

a) regional groups: group of forest owners/managers defined by 
regional borders and 

YES PEFC FI 1001: “4.3 Regional group forest certification and group forest certification are approaches 
that address the specific conditions of the Finnish forestry sector and allow the certification of a 
number of participants under one forest management certificate. 

4.4 Regional group forest certification is a type of group forest certification that is established for a 
specified geographical region. The boundaries of the regions take into account the administrative 
boundaries as well as the availability of forest-related data.  

The participants in regional group forest certification are not only forest owners or other entities 
making forest management decisions, but also bodies that can affect the implementation of forest 
management, such as forest management associations, forest industry companies, and other wood 
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procurement organisations, entrepreneurs providing harvesting, logistics and forestry services, 
associations of employees and workers and other organisations promoting forest certification. 

Collaboration between the participating bodies benefits regional group certification to promote 
sustainable forest management. 

4.5 Regional and group forest certification allows the demonstration of compliance with sustainable 
forest management requirements at the level of individual forest holdings, but also at the level of the 
(regional) certification group. 

The requirements of the forest management standard PEFC FI 1002 shall be complied with by the 
whole group as set out in this standard. The (regional) group forest certification can use material 
available from different data sources and systems.” 

PEFC FI 1001: 3. Terms and definitions “Group forest certification - Certification of the certification 
group under one group forest management certificate. NOTE 1: The term “Regional group forest 
certification” is equivalent to the term “group forest certification” used in chapters 5, 6 and 7.” 

5.1.1.1 “A regional group entity shall be established as a legal entity to manage and represent a 
regional certification group. 

5.1.1.2 The regional group entity shall define the geographical boundaries for regional group forest 
certification.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

b) other groups and/or YES PEFC FI 1001: “4.3 Regional group forest certification and group forest certification are approaches 
that address the specific conditions of the Finnish forestry sector and allow the certification of a 
number of participants under one forest management certificate. 

4.4 Regional group forest certification is a type of group forest certification that is established for a 
specified geographical region. The boundaries of the regions take into account the administrative 
boundaries as well as the availability of forest-related data.  

The participants in regional group forest certification are not only forest owners or other entities 
making forest management decisions, but also bodies that can affect the implementation of forest 
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management, such as forest management associations, forest industry companies, and other wood 
procurement organisations, entrepreneurs providing harvesting, logistics and forestry services, 
associations of employees and workers and other organisations promoting forest certification. 

Collaboration between the participating bodies benefits regional group certification to promote 
sustainable forest management. 

4.5 Regional and group forest certification allows the demonstration of compliance with sustainable 
forest management requirements at the level of individual forest holdings, but also at the level of the 
(regional) certification group. 

The requirements of the forest management standard PEFC FI 1002 shall be complied with by the 
whole group as set out in this standard. The (regional) group forest certification can use material 
available from different data sources and systems.” 

PEFC FI 1001: 3. Terms and definitions “Group forest certification - Certification of the certification 
group under one group forest management certificate. NOTE 1: The term “Regional group forest 
certification” is equivalent to the term “group forest certification” used in chapters 5, 6 and 7.” 

8.1 “Chapter 8 includes requirements for group certification that is not organised as regional group 
certification. 

8.2 The group organisation shall comply with all requirements in chapters 5, 6 and 7, following 
adaptations outlined in Table 1. 

Table 1. Adaptation of requirements of chapters 5, 6 and 7 for the purposes of the group certification 
(other than regional group certification)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) whether there are any other specific circumstances which 
influence the implementation of the group management system. 

YES Reference provided by PEFC Finland: PEFC FI 1001: 3, 4 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Under the definition of the general framework for the group organisation other specific 
circumstances which influence the implementation of the group management system are not 
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specifically defined.  

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders 

4.2.1 The standard requires that the group organisation shall identify: 

a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant for the group 
management system and 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5 “Communication and complaints resolution 

6.5.1 Stakeholder mapping 

6.5.1.1 The regional group entity shall identify affected stakeholders that are relevant to sustainable 
forest management and the regional group certification, and their relevant expectations. 

NOTE 1: The requirements for stakeholder mapping are identical with the requirements for certificate 
holders in the PEFC FI 1002 standard and are implemented by the regional group entity on behalf of 
the whole regional group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

b) the relevant expectations of these affected stakeholders. YES As above.  

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

4.3 Determining the scope of the group management system 

4.3.1 The standard shall provide definitions relating to the following terms, which are in conformity with the definitions of those terms presented in chapter 3: 

a) the group organisation and the elements of the group 
organisation (group entity and participant), 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 3. Terms and definitions: 

“Certification group 

A group of participants represented by a group entity for the purposes of implementation of the 
sustainable forest management standard and its certification. A binding written agreement shall be 
established between a participant and the group entity. 
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NOTE 1: The term “certification group” is equivalent to the term “regional certification group” used in 
chapters 5, 6 and 7.” 

“Group forest certification 

Certification of the certification group under one group forest management certificate. 

NOTE 1: The term “Regional group forest certification” is equivalent to the term “group forest 
certification” used in chapters 5, 6 and 7.” 

“Group entity 

A legal entity that represents the participants, with overall responsibility for ensuring the conformity 
of forest management in the certified area with the sustainable forest management standard and 
other applicable requirements of the forest certification system. 

NOTE 1: Group entity refers to an applicant for forest management certification and a holder of the 
forest management certificate. 

NOTE 2: A single group entity may represent several certification groups. 

NOTE 3: The term “group entity” is equivalent to the term “regional group entity” used in chapters 5, 
6, and 7.” 

“Participant 

A forest owner/manager covered by the group forest management certificate, who has the ability to 
implement the requirements of the sustainable forest management standard in a certified area, and 
other actors affecting compliance with the sustainable forest management requirements and enabling 
implementation of the group certification. 

NOTE 1: The term “ability to implement the requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard” refers to a long-term legal right, tenure right or traditional or customary tenure rights to 
manage the forest. 

NOTE 2: “Other actors”, such as entrepreneurs or forest industry procuring raw material (see Diagram 
1, categories B, C and D) do not have long-term rights to manage the forest, but their activities and 
responsibilities regarding the certified area have a direct impact on compliance with the SFM 
requirements. The participation of “other actors” in group forest certification does not allow those 
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entities to sell raw material as PEFC certified without a valid PEFC chain of custody certification.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) the certified area, YES PEFC FI 1001: 3 Terms and definitions: 

“Certified area 

An area of forestry land and other forested lands covered by a forest certificate. 

NOTE 1: Forestry land includes forest land (i.e. land with a high potential of annual increment of 
growing stock), poorly productive forest land (i.e. scrubland), unproductive land (i.e. nearly treeless 
forestry land) and other forestry land (i.e. forest vehicle roads and other forestry maintenance areas). 
Individual categories of forestry land are defined by the Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE). 

NOTE 2: Other forested lands cover e.g. Christmas tree plantations on agricultural land. 

NOTE 3: In the (regional) group certification context, the certified area is the sum of areas of forest 
holdings of the participating forest owners / managers that are covered by a (regional) group forest 
management certificate. 

NOTE 4: The holder of the forest management certificate maintains the data concerning the certified 
area. Certification covers the whole forest area of each forest holding.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

c) the group certificate and YES PEFC FI 1001: 3 Terms and definitions: 

“Forest management certificate 

A document confirming compliance with the requirements of a sustainable forest management 
standard and other applicable requirements of the forest certification system. 

NOTE 1: In case of (regional) group certification, the forest management certificate confirms 
compliance by the whole certification group and is issued to the group entity.” 



244 

 

 
YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

d) the document confirming participation in group certification. YES PEFC FI 1001: 3 Terms and definitions: 

“Confirmation of participation 

A document made available to a participant that refers to the forest management certificate of a 
certification group and confirms that the participant as covered by the scope of the group forest 
management certificate.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

4.3.2 The standard requires that for the establishment of the 
scope for the group management system the boundaries and 
applicability of the group management system shall be 
determined. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 1, 3, 4.4, 5.1.1, 5.2, 6.8.2, 8.2 

4.4 “Regional group forest certification is a type of group forest certification that is established for a 
specified geographical region. The boundaries of the regions take into account the administrative 
boundaries as well as the availability of forest-related data.” 

5.1 “Regional group entity 

5.1.1 General requirements 

5.1.1.1 A regional group entity shall be established as a legal entity to manage and represent a regional 
certification group. 

5.1.1.2 The regional group entity shall define the geographical boundaries for regional group forest 
certification.” 

5.2 “Participants in regional certification group 

5.2.1 The following entities may participate in a regional certification group: (…)” 

6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: 

a) Scope and boundaries of the certification group and its activities;” 
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8.2 “The group organisation shall comply with all requirements in chapters 5, 6 and 7” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

4.3.3 The standard shall define which requirements of the 
sustainable forest management standard may be fulfilled on group 
level. 

YES PEFC FI 1001, 7 

7. “Requirements for participants 

7.1 All participants in the regional certification group shall: (…) b) Comply with the relevant 
certification requirements, including requirements for sustainable forest management (PEFC FI 1002), 
requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001); and other relevant requirements set up 
by the certification scheme;” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022:  

“Yes, PEFC FI 1001 calls for all requirements of the SFM standard to be met at participant level and 
thus fulfills PEFC’s international requirement. - PEFC FI 1001/4.5: Regional and group forest 
certification allows the demonstration of compliance with sustainable forest management 
requirements at the level of individual forest holdings, but also at the level of the (regional) 
certification group. The requirements of the forest management standard PEFC FI 1002 shall be 
complied with by the whole group as set out in this standard. The (regional) group forest certification 
can use material available from different data sources and systems.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: PEFC FI 1001 requires all requirements of the SFM standard to be met at participant 
level. The benchmark is met.  

4.3.4 The standard requires that the scope shall be made available 
as documented information. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: 

a) Scope and boundaries of the certification group and its activities;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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4.4 Group management system 

4.4.1 The standard requires that all participants shall be subject to 
the internal monitoring and the internal audit programme. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: (…) b) Explicit commitment of the 
potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. the forest management 
standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001); 

c) Statement authorizing the regional group entity to implement requirements of the regional group 
certification (PEFC FI 1001) with respect to the participant, to implement and enforce any corrective 
actions, and to initiate suspension or exclusion of the participant from the regional certification group; 
(…)” 

6.6.1 “Scope, objectives and organisation of internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct at least the following internal monitoring and auditing 
activities concerning the compliance of the whole regional group (covering all its participants) with the 
certification requirements, i.e. the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements 
for group certification (PEFC FI 1001): 

a) Evaluation of the document of admittance (6.3.1); 

b) Evaluation of information from external parties (6.6.2); 

c) Internal audit programme (6.6.3); 

d) Complaints resolution mechanism (6.5.3).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

4.4.2 The standard requires that a certified PEFC chain of custody 
system shall be in place if a group entity acts as a trader of forest 
based material not covered by group certificate. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.5 “Where the regional group entity also trades in forest-based material originating in 
forests not covered by its regional group certification, it shall have in place a certified chain of custody 
in accordance with the PEFC ST 2002 standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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5. Leadership 

5.1 Organisational roles, responsibilities and authorities 

5.1.1 Functions and responsibilities of the group entity 

The standard requires that the following functions and responsibilities of the group entity shall be specified: 

a) to implement and maintain an effective management system 
covering all participants of the group; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.1 “The regional group entity shall have an overall responsibility for the 
implementation of the requirements of this document and for the participants’ compliance with the 
requirements for sustainable forest management defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard. 

For this purpose, the regional group entity shall establish a management system that covers its own 
processes and participation of all participants. The regional group entity shall plan its activities, 
including changes to the management system.” 

6.1.2 “The regional group entity shall demonstrate compliance with the requirements for sustainable 
forest management that are defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard, as regards both the certificate 
holder and the regional level. The regional group entity shall plan and implement activities for 
monitoring, and review compliance with the relevant requirements, their objectives and thresholds.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) to represent the group organisation in the certification process, 
including in communications and relationships with the 
certification body, submission of an application for certification, 
and contractual relationship with the certification body; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.4 “The regional group entity shall represent the participants of the regional 
certification group in the certification process, shall be responsible for communication and contacts 
with the certification body, for the application for certification and for concluding an agreement for 
the provision of certification services.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) to establish written procedures for the management of the 
group organisation; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: (…) 

c) Procedures for the management of the regional certification group, including management of 
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participation (6.3);” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) to establish written procedures for the acceptance of new 
participants of the group organisation. These acceptance 
procedures shall cover at least the verification of the applicant’s 
information about contact details, clear identification of their 
forest property and its/their size(s) 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.2 “The regional group entity shall establish written procedures for the management 
of the participant’s membership, that shall cover: (…) b) receiving, evaluating and registering the 
documents of admittance received from potential participants. The evaluation of the document of 
admittance shall cover at least the verification of the participant’s contact details and clear 
identification of the enrolled forest holding(s) and forest area; 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) to establish written procedures for the suspension and exclusion 
of participants who do not correct/close nonconformities. Group 
participants excluded from any certification group based on 
nonconformities cannot be accepted within 12 months after 
exclusion 

YES PEFC FI 1001: PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.2 “The regional group entity shall establish written procedures for the 
management of the participant’s membership, that shall cover: (...) 

d) Suspension and exclusion of participants from the regional group certification owing to persistent 
and significant non-conformity with the certification requirements. Participants excluded from group 
certification shall not be re-admitted within 12 months after exclusion. They shall be internally audited 
by the regional group entity before re-admittance to regional group certification; the internal audit 
shall not take place earlier than 12 months after the exclusion.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

f) to keep documented information of: 

i. the group entity and participants’ conformity with the 
requirements of the sustainable forest management standard, and 
other applicable requirements of the forest certification system, 

ii. all participants, including their contact details, identification of 
their forest property and its/their size(s), 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: (…) 

d) Retain records relevant to the following activities conducted by the regional group entity: 

i. Participants, including their documents of admittance, contact details, identification of their forest 
holdings and their size(s); 

ii. Total certified area of the regional certification group; 
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iii. the certified area, 

iv. the implementation of an internal monitoring programme, its 
review and any preventive and/or corrective actions taken; 

iii. Implementation of the internal monitoring and auditing (6.6); 

iv. Results of the review (6.7.1); 

v. Results of the management of non-conformities (6.7.2), including their nature, corrective actions 
and results of their implementation; 

vi. Management of complaints (6.5.3).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

g) to establish connections with all participants based on a binding 
written agreement which shall include the participants’ 
commitment to comply with the sustainable forest management 
standard. The group entity shall have a written contract or other 
written agreement with all participants covering the right of the 
group entity to implement and enforce any corrective or 
preventive measures, and to initiate the exclusion of any 
participant from the scope of certification in the event of 
nonconformity with the sustainable forest management standard; 

Note: The requirements for “participant’ commitment” and 
“written contract or other written agreement with all participants” 
may also be satisfied by the commitment of and written 
agreement of a pre-existing organisation or group or the members 
participation, such as a forest owners’/managers’ association, SFM 
programme and submission to tax programming, where the 
organisation can demonstrate that it has a legal mandate to 
represent the participants and where its commitment and the 
terms and conditions of the contract are enforceable. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3 “Management of participation 

6.3.1 Participation in the regional certification group shall be based on a written agreement between 
the regional group entity and the participant. 

NOTE 1: A document of admittance submitted by the participant together with a written confirmation 
on participation issued by the regional group entity correspond to the written agreement mentioned 
above.” 

6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: 

a) Participant’s contact details, identification of enrolled forests holding(s) and forest area. 

b) Explicit commitment of the potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. 
the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification 
(PEFC FI 1001); 

c) Statement authorizing the regional group entity to implement requirements of the regional group 
certification (PEFC FI 1001) with respect to the participant, to implement and enforce any corrective 
actions, and to initiate suspension or exclusion of the participant from the regional certification group; 

d) Confidentiality and data usage clause allowing the regional group entity to use information received 
by it within the certification process as specified by the certification scheme. The confidentiality and 
data usage clause shall comply with the GDPR regulation in force. 

NOTE 1: For documents of admittance submitted by forest owners’ associations, forest industry 
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companies or forest service companies (5.2.2b), the document covers all forest owners represented in 
regional group certification by the respective organisation submitting the document.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

h) to provide all participants with a document confirming 
participation in the group forest certification; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.2 “The regional group entity shall establish written procedures for the management 
of the participant’s membership, that shall cover: (…) c) Making available a confirmation on 
participation in regional group certification;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

i) to provide all participants with information and guidance 
required for the effective implementation and maintenance of the 
sustainable forest management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the forest certification system; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.1 “The regional group entity shall communicate the following information and 
guidance to the participants and provide them with access to the relevant documentation: (…) 

b) Relevant standards of the PEFC Finland scheme, in particular the PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 1002 
standards and any guidelines on compliance with the requirements for forest management;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially covered. 

j) to address nonconformities reported from group members 
which were identified under other PEFC certifications than the 
particular group certification and to ensure implementation with 
all group members; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.2.1 “The regional group entity shall react to non-conformities and their 
consequences identified in the internal monitoring and auditing programme (6.6), external audits 
conducted by the certification body and non-conformities reported by PEFC Finland that occurred in 
another PEFC certification and relevant to the certification group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

k) to operate an internal monitoring programme that provides for 
the evaluation of the participants’ conformity with the certification 
requirements; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6 Internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1 Scope, objectives and organisation of internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct at least the following internal monitoring and auditing 
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activities concerning the compliance of the whole regional group (covering all its participants) with the 
certification requirements, i.e. the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements 
for group certification (PEFC FI 1001): (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

l) to operate an annual internal audit programme covering both 
group members and group entity; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6 “Internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1 Scope, objectives and organisation of internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct at least the following internal monitoring and auditing 
activities concerning the compliance of the whole regional group (covering all its participants) with the 
certification requirements, i.e. the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements 
for group certification (PEFC FI 1001): (…) c) Internal audit programme (6.6.3) (…)”  

6.6.3.1.1 “The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an annual basis. The 
internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures; 

ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 

NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners in 
the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs. 

b) Part 2: Internal audit of forestry operations in the certified area, covering conformity with the 
sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). The forestry operations shall be audited on a 
sample basis.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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m) to operate a management review of the group forest 
certification and acting on the results from the review; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7 “Review and management of non-conformities 

6.7.1 Review 

6.7.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: 

a) Status of actions arising out of previous reviews; 

b) Status of conformity with the certification requirements and performance of the certification group, 
including results of internal monitoring and audit programme and the certification body’s external 
audit(s); 

c) Status of identified non-conformities and implementation of corrective actions; 

d) Opportunities for continuous improvement. 

6.7.1.2 The outcomes of the review shall include decisions related to the continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes in the regional certification group’s management system.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is essentially covered. 

n) to provide full co-operation and assistance in responding 
effectively to all requests from the certification body, accreditation 
body, PEFC International or the National Governing Body for 
relevant data, documentation or other information; allowing 
access to the forest area covered by the group organisation and 
other facilities, whether in connection with formal audits or 
reviews or otherwise related or with implications for the 
management system. 

YES 7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: 

e) Provide full co-operation and assistance in responding effectively to all requests from the group 
entity, or certification body for relevant data, documentation of other information; allowing access to 
the forest and other facilities, whether in connection with audits or reviews or otherwise related to 
implications for the regional certification group;” 

PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.4 “The regional group entity shall represent the participants of the regional 
certification group in the certification process, shall be responsible for communication and 
contactswith the certification body, for the application for certification and for concluding an 
agreement for the provision of certification services.” 

6.1.6 “The regional group entity shall submit the following information to PEFC Finland for publishing: 
(…) b) contact information of the person responsible for responding to enquiries concerning 
certification and eventual complaints;” 
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6.1.7 “The regional group entity shall submit to PEFC Finland information about cases where a 
participant, through incompliant activity, caused a non-conformity with the forest management 
standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

NOTE 1: PEFC Finland provides information on the non-conformity in order to be addressed in any 
other forest management certification that covers the respective participant.” 

6.1.8 “The regional group entity shall submit a description of the regional group’s management 
procedures to PEFC Finland.” 

Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 

“PEFC FI 1001 standard does not specify the group entity a body to “provide full co-operation and 
assistance in responding effectively to all requests…”. But PEFC FI 1002/7.5/7.5.1: requires that “the 
certificate holder [of an individual or a group certificate] shall manage the communication and 
consultation required by the certification with local communities and other stakeholders.” This 
requirement together with group entity’s overall responsibility for ensuring the conformity of forest 
management in the certified area with the sustainable forest management standard and other 
applicable requirements of the forest certification system sets the PEFC ST 1002:2018/4.3.3n 
requirement also for the group entity. PEFC FI 1005 requires compliance with ISO 17021-1. ISO 17021-
1:2015 requires that the certification body shall have a written agreement that ensures that the client 
(which is the group/regional entity, PEFC FI 1002, 6.1.4) provides all necessary information and 
arrangements.” 

“5.1.2 …The certification body shall ensure its certification agreement requires that the client comply 
at least, with the following:… b) the client agrees to facilitate all necessary arrangements for 1) the 
conduct of the audits; 2) investigation of complaints and makes records available to the certification 
body when requested; 3) the participation of observers and technical experts, if applicable;…”. Access 
to information and facilities is then also stipulated by the relevant chapters of ISO 17021-1 relating to 
“conducting of audits”, chapter 9.4. ISO 17021-1 ensures that the certification body has access to all 
information and facilities required for conducting of audits and investigation of complaints. Access of 
the accreditation body to information/facilities of the certified client is guaranteed by ISO 17011:2017 
that requires an “accreditation agreement” to cover the accreditation body’s access to the certified 
client information/facilities: “4.2: …The accreditation body shall establish a legally enforceable 
arrangement with each conformity assessment body that requires the conformity assessment body to 
conform to at least the following:… d) to arrange the witnessing of conformity assessment activities 
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when requested by the accreditation body; e) to have, where applicable, legally enforceable 
arrangements with their clients that commit the clients to provide, on request, access to accreditation 
body assessment teams to assess the conformity assessment body's performance when carrying out 
conformity assessment activities at the client’s site;…”. PEFC FI 1001, 6.1.6-6.1.8 explicitly states which 
information shall be provided to PEFC Finland. Access to information by the PEFC Council is provided 
by PEFC Finland.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as essentially met. 

5.1.2 Function and responsibilities of participants 

The standard requires that the following functions and responsibilities of the participants shall be specified: 

a) To provide the group entity with a binding written agreement, 
including a commitment on conformity with the sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable requirements of the 
forest certification system; group participants excluded from any 
certification group cannot apply for group membership within 12 
months after exclusion. 

Note: The requirement for “written agreement” and participants’ 
“commitment” is also satisfied by the commitment of and written 
agreement of a pre-existing organisation or group or the members 
participation, such as a forest owners’/managers’ association, SFM 
programme and submission to tax programming, where the 
organisation can demonstrate that it has a legal mandate to 
represent the participants and where its commitment and the 
terms and conditions of the contract are enforceable. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: (…) b) Explicit commitment of the 
potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. the forest management 
standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001);” 

6.3.2 “(…) Participants excluded from group certification shall not be re-admitted within 12 months 
after exclusion. (…)” 

7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: (…) c) Provide the regional group entity 
with information about any previous regional or group participation where other regional or group 
certification exists; 

d) Inform the group entity about identified non-conformities induced by the participant under other 
PEFC certification than the particular regional group certification; (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately addressed. 

b) To provide the group entity with information about previous 
group participation. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: (…) c) Provide the regional 
group entity with information about any previous regional or group participation where other regional 
or group certification exists; 
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

c) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard 
and other applicable requirements of the certification system as 
well as with the requirements of the management system; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: (…) b) Explicit commitment of the 
potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. the forest management 
standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001);” 

7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: 

a) Provide the regional group entity with a signed document of admittance; 

b) Comply with the relevant certification requirements, including requirements for sustainable forest 
management (PEFC FI 1002), requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001); and other 
relevant requirements set up by the certification scheme;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

d) to provide full co-operation and assistance in responding 
effectively to all requests from the group entity, or certification 
body for relevant data, documentation or other information; 
allowing access to the forest and other facilities, whether in 
connection with formal audits or reviews or otherwise related or 
with implications for the management system; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: (…) 

e) Provide full co-operation and assistance in responding effectively to all requests from the group 
entity, or certification body for relevant data, documentation of other information; allowing access to 
the forest and other facilities, whether in connection with audits or reviews or otherwise related to 
implications for the regional certification group;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

e) to inform the group entity about nonconformities identified 
under other PEFC certifications than the particular group 
certification. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: (…) 

d) Inform the group entity about identified non-conformities induced by the participant under other 
PEFC certification than the particular regional group certification;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

f) to implement relevant corrective and preventive actions 
established by the group entity. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 7.1 “All participants in the regional certification group shall: (…) f) To implement relevant 
corrective and preventive actions established by the regional group entity.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

5.2 Commitment and policy 

5.2.1 The standard requires that the group entity shall provide a commitment: 

a) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard 
and other applicable requirements of the certification system; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.2.1 “The regional group entity shall provide, as part of the certification group’s policy 
or separately, a written commitment: 

a) to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001);” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) to integrate the group certification requirements in the group 
management system; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.2.1 “The regional group entity shall provide, as part of the certification group’s policy 
or separately, a written commitment: 

a) to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001); 

b) to establish and continuously improve a management system, so as to ensure the consistent and 
compliant implementation of the certification requirements across the whole regional certification 
group;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately covered. 
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c) to continuously improve the group management system; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.2.1 “The regional group entity shall provide, as part of the certification group’s policy 
or separately, a written commitment: (…) b) to establish and continuously improve a management 
system, so as to ensure the consistent and compliant implementation of the certification requirements 
across the whole regional certification group;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) to continuously support the improvement of the sustainable 
management of the land/forests by the participants. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.2.1 “The regional group entity shall provide, as part of the certification group’s policy 
or separately, a written commitment: (…) c) to continuously support the improvement of the 
sustainable management of forests covered by the regional group certification. 

NOTE 1: The commitment made by the regional group entity on behalf of the whole regional group 
organisation” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.2.2 The commitment of the group entity may be part of a group 
management policy and shall be publicly available as documented 
information upon request. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.2.1” (…) NOTE 1: The commitment made by the regional group entity on behalf of the 
whole regional group organisation satisfies the requirement for commitment required in the PEFC FI 
1002 standard.” 

6.2.2 “The written commitment (6.2.1) shall be publicly available.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.2.3 The standard requires that the participants shall provide a commitment 

a) to follow the rules of the management system; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: 

a) Participant’s contact details, identification of enrolled forests holding(s) and forest area. 

b) Explicit commitment of the potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. 
the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification 
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(PEFC FI 1001); 

c) Statement authorizing the regional group entity to implement requirements of the regional group 
certification (PEFC FI 1001) with respect to the participant, to implement and enforce any corrective 
actions, and to initiate suspension or exclusion of the participant from the regional certification 
group;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately covered. 

b) to implement the requirements of the sustainability standard in 
their operations in their area. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.3 “The document of admittance shall include: 

a) Participant’s contact details, identification of enrolled forests holding(s) and forest area. 

b) Explicit commitment of the potential participant to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. 
the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements for regional group certification 
(PEFC FI 1001); 

c) Statement authorizing the regional group entity to implement requirements of the regional group 
certification (PEFC FI 1001) with respect to the participant, to implement and enforce any corrective 
actions, and to initiate suspension or exclusion of the participant from the regional certification 
group;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately covered. 

6. Planning 

6.1 The standard requires that if a group organisation plans any 
changes in the group management system, these changes shall be 
included in a group management plan. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.1 “The regional group entity shall have an overall responsibility for the 
implementation of the requirements of this document and for the participants’ compliance with the 
requirements for sustainable forest management defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard. 

For this purpose, the regional group entity shall establish a management system that covers its own 
processes and participation of all participants. The regional group entity shall plan its activities, 
including changes to the management system.” 
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6.2 The standard requires that if a group organisation decides to 
fulfil requirements of the sustainable forest management standard 
on the group level, these requirements shall be considered in a 
group management plan. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.2 “The regional group entity shall demonstrate compliance with the requirements 
for sustainable forest management that are defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard, as regards both the 
certificate holder and the regional level. The regional group entity shall plan and implement activities 
for monitoring, and review compliance with the relevant requirements, their objectives and 
thresholds.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met.  

7. Support 

7.1 The standard requires that resources needed for the 
establishment, implementation, maintenance and continual 
improvement of the group management system shall be 
determined and provided. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.4.1 “The regional group entity shall provide sufficient resources, personnel and 
material, required for the implementation, maintenance and continuous improvement of the regional 
group certification.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.2 The standard shall define the necessary competence of 
persons doing work in the group management system. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.4.2 “The regional group entity shall ensure that the personnel conducting its tasks has 
sufficient competencies and knowledge. 

NOTE 1: Competencies of internal auditors are defined in chapter 6.6.3.1.5.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.3 The standard requires that communication processes shall be 
in place to raise the awareness of participants concerning: 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.1 “The regional group entity shall communicate the following information and 
guidance to the participants and provide them with access to the relevant documentation: (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

a) the group management policy; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.1 “The regional group entity shall communicate the following information and 
guidance to the participants and provide them with access to the relevant documentation: a) Regional 
certification group commitment or policy (6.2) ” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) the requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.1 “The regional group entity shall communicate the following information and 
guidance to the participants and provide them with access to the relevant documentation: (…) b) 
Relevant standards of the PEFC Finland scheme, in particular the PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 1002 
standards and any guidelines on compliance with the requirements for forest management;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) their contribution to the effectiveness of the group 
management system and the sustainable forest management, 
including the benefits of improved group performance; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.1 “The regional group entity shall communicate the following information and 
guidance to the participants and provide them with access to the relevant documentation: (…) d) 
Participants’ contribution to performance and effectiveness of the regional certification group and 
benefits for sustainable forest management;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

d) the implications of not conforming with the group management 
system requirements. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.1 “The regional group entity shall communicate the following information and 
guidance to the participants and provide them with access to the relevant documentation: (…) e) 
Description of an internal monitoring and auditing programme and the external auditing conducted by 
the certification body, including necessary access to the participant’s forest and implications of non-
conformities found;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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7.4 The standard requires that the internal and external communications relevant to the group management system shall be determined. This includes: 

a) on what to communicate; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.2 “The regional group entity shall undertake internal and external communication 
and stakeholder consultation, including the identification of relevant topics to be communicated and 
the appropriate time for doing this, target groups and channels of communication. 

External communication and stakeholder consultation shall cover local communities, indigenous 
people and other stakeholders related to sustainable forest management. 

NOTE 1: The requirements for communication are identical with the requirements for certificate 
holders in the PEFC FI 1002 standard and are implemented by the regional group entity on behalf of 
the whole regional group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) when to communicate; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.2 “The regional group entity shall undertake internal and external communication 
and stakeholder consultation, including the identification of relevant topics to be communicated and 
the appropriate time for doing this, target groups and channels of communication. 

External communication and stakeholder consultation shall cover local communities, indigenous 
people and other stakeholders related to sustainable forest management. 

NOTE 1: The requirements for communication are identical with the requirements for certificate 
holders in the PEFC FI 1002 standard and are implemented by the regional group entity on behalf of 
the whole regional group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) with whom to communicate; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.2 “The regional group entity shall undertake internal and external communication 
and stakeholder consultation, including the identification of relevant topics to be communicated and 
the appropriate time for doing this, target groups and channels of communication. 

External communication and stakeholder consultation shall cover local communities, indigenous 
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people and other stakeholders related to sustainable forest management. 

NOTE 1: The requirements for communication are identical with the requirements for certificate 
holders in the PEFC FI 1002 standard and are implemented by the regional group entity on behalf of 
the whole regional group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) how to communicate. YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.2.2 “The regional group entity shall undertake internal and external communication 
and stakeholder consultation, including the identification of relevant topics to be communicated and 
the appropriate time for doing this, target groups and channels of communication. 

External communication and stakeholder consultation shall cover local communities, indigenous 
people and other stakeholders related to sustainable forest management. 

NOTE 1: The requirements for communication are identical with the requirements for certificate 
holders in the PEFC FI 1002 standard and are implemented by the regional group entity on behalf of 
the whole regional group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.5 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms shall be in 
place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to group 
management and sustainable forest management operations. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.5.3 “Complaints resolution 

6.5.3.1 The regional group entity shall establish a complaints and appeal resolution mechanism dealing 
with complaints and appeals relating to the implementation of the requirements for the group 
certification (PEFC FI 1001) and for sustainable forest management (PEFC FI 1002). 

The mechanism shall provide for: 

a) acknowledgement of reception of the complaint/appeal to the complainant/appellant; 

b) gathering and verification of all necessary information, validation and impartial evaluation of the 
complaint/appeal and making a decision on the complaint/appeal; 

c) formal communication of the decision on the complaint/appeal and the complaint/appeal handling 
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process to the complainant/appellant and concerned parties; 

d) appropriate corrective and preventive measures; 

e) accessible contact point for the complaints and appeals. 

NOTE 1: The requirements for complaints resolution are identical with the requirements for certificate 
holders in the PEFC FI 1002 standard and are implemented by the regional group entity on behalf of 
the whole regional group.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7.6 The standard requires that the documented information relevant to the group management system and the conformance with the requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard is: 

a) up to date; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.1 “The regional group entity shall ensure that documented information relevant to 
the regional certification group and its compliance with certification requirements is up to date; 
available and suitable for use, where and when it is needed; and adequately protected against loss of 
confidentiality, improper loss, or loss of integrity.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) available and suitable for use, where and when it is needed; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.1 “The regional group entity shall ensure that documented information relevant to 
the regional certification group and its compliance with certification requirements is up to date; 
available and suitable for use, where and when it is needed; and adequately protected against loss of 
confidentiality, improper loss, or loss of integrity.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) adequately protected against loss of confidentiality, improper 
use, or loss of integrity. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.1 “The regional group entity shall ensure that documented information relevant to 
the regional certification group and its compliance with certification requirements is up to date; 
available and suitable for use, where and when it is needed; and adequately protected against loss of 
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confidentiality, improper loss, or loss of integrity.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8. Operation 

8.1 The standard requires that the group organisation shall plan, implement and control processes needed: 

a) to meet the requirements of the group certification standard 
and the sustainable forest management standard and 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 1.1 “This document contains mandatory requirements for actors involved in regional and 
group certification, in particular, for the regional group entity that represents the regional certification 
group and its participants.” 

6.1.1 “The regional group entity shall have an overall responsibility for the implementation of the 
requirements of this document and for the participants’ compliance with the requirements for 
sustainable forest management defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard. 

For this purpose, the regional group entity shall establish a management system that covers its own 
processes and participation of all participants. The regional group entity shall plan its activities, 
including changes to the management system. 

6.1.2 The regional group entity shall demonstrate compliance with the requirements for sustainable 
forest management that are defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard, as regards both the certificate 
holder and the regional level. The regional group entity shall plan and implement activities for 
monitoring, and review compliance with the relevant requirements, their objectives and thresholds.” 

 6.2.1 “The regional group entity shall provide, as part of the certification group’s policy or separately, 
a written commitment: 

a) to comply with the certification requirements, i.e. requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001); 

b) to establish and continuously improve a management system, so as to ensure the consistent and 
compliant implementation of the certification requirements across the whole regional certification 
group; (…)” 

6.6.1.1 “The regional group entity shall conduct at least the following internal monitoring and auditing 
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activities concerning the compliance of the whole regional group (covering all its participants) with the 
certification requirements, i.e. the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements 
for group certification (PEFC FI 1001) (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

b) to implement the actions determined in 6. YES See PEFC FI 1001 : chapter 6 “Requirements for regional group entity” and its subchapters listed below 
for details on the implementation of actions required to be planned by PEFC ST 1002, chapter 6.  

6.1 General requirements 

6.2 Commitment and policy 

6.3 Management of participation 

6.4 Resources 

6.5 Communication and complaints resolution 

6.6 Internal monitoring and auditing 

6.7 Review and management of non-conformities 

6.8 Documented information 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

8.2 The standard requires that this planning, implementing and controlling shall be done by: 

a) defining the necessary processes and establishing criteria for 
those; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1 “General requirements 

6.1.1 The regional group entity shall have an overall responsibility for the implementation of the 
requirements of this document and for the participants’ compliance with the requirements for 
sustainable forest management defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard. 

For this purpose, the regional group entity shall establish a management system that covers its own 
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processes and participation of all participants. The regional group entity shall plan its activities, 
including changes to the management system.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) implementing control of the processes in accordance with the 
criteria; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1 “General requirements 

6.1.1 The regional group entity shall have an overall responsibility for the implementation of the 
requirements of this document and for the participants’ compliance with the requirements for 
sustainable forest management defined in the PEFC FI 1002 standard. 

For this purpose, the regional group entity shall establish a management system that covers its own 
processes and participation of all participants. The regional group entity shall plan its activities, 
including changes to the management system.” 

6.2.1 “The regional group entity shall provide, as part of the certification group’s policy or separately, a 
written commitment: (…) b) to establish and continuously improve a management system, so as to 
ensure the consistent and compliant implementation of the certification requirements across the 
whole regional certification group;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered adequately covered.  

c) keeping documented information to the extent necessary to 
have confidence that the processes have been carried out as 
planned. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8 “Documented information 

6.8.1 The regional group entity shall ensure that documented information relevant to the regional 
certification group and its compliance with certification requirements is up to date; available and 
suitable for use, where and when it is needed; and adequately protected against loss of confidentiality, 
improper loss, or loss of integrity. 

6.8.2 The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: 

a) Scope and boundaries of the certification group and its activities; 

b) Regional group entity’s commitment (6.2); 
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c) Procedures for the management of the regional certification group, including management of 
participation (6.3); 

d) Retain records relevant to the following activities conducted by the regional group entity: 

i. Participants, including their documents of admittance, contact details, identification of their forest 
holdings and their size(s); 

ii. Total certified area of the regional certification group; 

iii. Implementation of the internal monitoring and auditing (6.6); 

iv. Results of the review (6.7.1); 

v. Results of the management of non-conformities (6.7.2), including their nature, corrective actions 
and results of their implementation; 

vi. Management of complaints (6.5.3).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

9. Performance evaluation 

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation 

9.1.1 The standard requires that an ongoing internal monitoring programme provides confidence in the conformity of the group organisation with the sustainable forest management 
standard. In particular, it shall be determined: 

a) what shall be monitored and measured; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6 “Internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1 Scope, objectives and organisation of internal monitoring and auditing 

6.6.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct at least the following internal monitoring and auditing 
activities concerning the compliance of the whole regional group (covering all its participants) with the 
certification requirements, i.e. the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002) and the requirements 
for group certification (PEFC FI 1001): 
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a) Evaluation of the document of admittance (6.3.1); 

b) Evaluation of information from external parties (6.6.2); 

c) Internal audit programme (6.6.3); 

d) Complaints resolution mechanism (6.5.3). 

6.6.2 Evaluation of information from external parties 

6.6.2.1 The group entity shall collect and evaluate information submitted by external parties on the 
performance of the regional group and its participants’ as regards the certification requirements. 

NOTE 1: External bodies refer to organisations not enrolled in the group certification as the 
participants but who provide information and evidence on the group’s and its participants’ 
performance, such as forestry extension organisations, the Finnish Forestry Centre, other government 
authorities and agencies with focus on the forestry sector, and trade unions.” 

6.6.3 “Internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1 Scope and organisation of internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1.1 The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an annual basis. The 
internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures; 

ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 

NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners in 
the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs. 

b) Part 2: Internal audit of forestry operations in the certified area, covering conformity with the 
sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). The forestry operations shall be audited on a 
sample basis. 
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6.6.3.1.2 The internal audit programme shall: 

a) define criteria and scope for each audit; 

b) cover both evaluation of documented information as well as on-site performance, as appropriate; 

c) ensure that internal auditors conducting the internal audits are objective and impartial towards the 
audit object; 

d) ensure that results of internal audits are recorded in an internal audit report and submitted to the 
group entity for review. 

6.6.3.1.3 Part 1 and Part 2 of the internal audit programme may be performed as on-site or remote 
audits. 

Remote audits may only be performed in cases where: 

a) Audit criteria allow remote evaluation; 

b) Evidence may be presented remotely without risk of its authenticity, reliability and 
representativeness; 

c) The evaluation is supported by reliable audit techniques.” 

“Annex B. Coverage of PEFC FI 1002 standard by internal audit programme. 

Informative 

B.1 Purpose of Annex 

Annex B describes an example of how the requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard are covered by the monitoring and internal audit activities of the (regional) group entity. 

The Annex provides an input to the following activities of the (regional) group entity: 

a) Collection and analysis of data from external organisations; 

b) Determination of sample categories (forestry operations) for Part 2 internal audits; 

c) Determination of scope and audit criteria for Part 2 internal audits; 
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d) Reporting and collection of findings of Part 2 internal audits.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) the methods for monitoring, measurement, analysis and 
evaluation, as applicable, to ensure valid results; 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) when the monitoring and measuring shall be performed; YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) when the results from monitoring and measurement shall be 
analysed and evaluated; 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) what documented information shall be available as evidence of 
the results. 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.1.2 The standard requires that the group entity shall evaluate the 
group management performance and the effectiveness of the 
group management system concerning the implementation of the 
sustainable forest management requirements. 

YES As above. Also:   

6.7 “Review and management of non-conformities 

6.7.1 Review 

6.7.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: 

a) Status of actions arising out of previous reviews; 
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b) Status of conformity with the certification requirements and performance of the certification group, 
including results of internal monitoring and audit programme and the certification body’s external 
audit(s); 

c) Status of identified non-conformities and implementation of corrective actions; 

d) Opportunities for continuous improvement. 

6.7.1.2 The outcomes of the review shall include decisions related to the continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes in the regional certification group’s management system.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.2 Internal audit 

9.2.1 Objectives 

9.2.1.1 The standard requires that an annual internal audit programme shall provide information on whether the group management system: 

a) conforms to 

i. the group organisation’s own requirements for its group 
management system; 

ii. the requirements of the national group certification standard; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1 “Scope and organisation of internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1.1 The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an annual basis. The 
internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) ensures the implementation of the sustainable forest 
management standard on the participant level; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1 “Scope and organisation of internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1.1 The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an annual basis. The 
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internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: (…) 

ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 

NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners in 
the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs., 6.6.3.2” 

Assessment decision: onformity 

Justification: The benchmark is 

c) is effectively implemented and maintained. YES PEFC FI 1001: PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1 “Scope and organisation of internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1.1 The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an annual basis. The 
internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures;” 

6.7 “Review and management of non-conformities 

6.7.1 Review 

6.7.1.1 The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: 

a) Status of actions arising out of previous reviews; 

b) Status of conformity with the certification requirements and performance of the certification group, 
including results of internal monitoring and audit programme and the certification body’s external 
audit(s); (…) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is adequately covered. 
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9.2.1.2 The standard requires that the internal audit programme 
shall cover the group entity and all group participants. The group 
entity shall be audited annually. The participants may be selected 
on a sample basis. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.1 “The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an 
annual basis. The internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures; 

ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 

NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners in 
the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs. 

b) Part 2: Internal audit of forestry operations in the certified area, covering conformity with the 
sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). The forestry operations shall be audited on a 
sample basis.” 

6.6.3.2.2 “The annual Part 1 internal audit shall always include the activities of the regional group 
entity.”  

6.6.3.3.2 “The regional group entity shall define an annual sample of forestry operations carried out in 
the certified area.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires an internal audit programme which shall cover at least: 

a) planning, establishing, implementing and maintaining an audit 
programme(s) including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, 
planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into 
consideration the importance of the processes concerned and the 
results of previous audits; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3 “Internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1 Scope and organisation of internal audit programme 

6.6.3.1.1 The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an annual basis. The 
internal audit programme includes two parts: 
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a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures; 

ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 

NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners in 
the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs. 

b) Part 2: Internal audit of forestry operations in the certified area, covering conformity with the 
sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). The forestry operations shall be audited on a 
sample basis.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) definition of the audit criteria and scope for each audit; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.2 “The internal audit programme shall: 

a) define criteria and scope for each audit; (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) competence of internal auditor (forest knowledge, standard 
knowledge); 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.5 The group entity shall ensure that the internal auditors have sufficient 
competencies and knowledge related to the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002), the 
requirements for regional group certification (PEFC FI 1001) and the regional group entity’s own 
procedures for the internal audit programme. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) selection of auditors and conducting of audits to ensure 
objectivity and the impartiality of the audit process; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.2 “The internal audit programme shall: (…) 

c) ensure that internal auditors conducting the internal audits are objective and impartial towards the 
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audit object;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) ensuring that the results of the audits are reported to relevant 
group management; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.2 “The internal audit programme shall: (…) 

d) ensure that results of internal audits are recorded in an internal audit report and submitted to the 
group entity for review.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

f) retaining of the documented information as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme and the audit results. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.2 “The internal audit programme shall: (…) 

d) ensure that results of internal audits are recorded in an internal audit report and submitted to the 
group entity for review.” 

6.8.2 The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: (…) 

d) Retain records relevant to the following activities conducted by the regional group entity: (…) 

iii. Implementation of the internal monitoring and auditing (6.6);” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3 Selection of participants in the internal audit programme 

9.3.1 General 

9.3.1.1 The standard requires the establishment of requirements 
for the selection of participants in the internal audit programme. 
These requirements shall include the following procedures for: 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3.2 #The regional group entity shall define an annual sample of forestry operations 
carried out in the certified area. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

a) determination of the sample size (9.3.2); YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3.2 The minimum sample of forestry operations included in Part 2 internal audits 
shall be the square root of the number of forest owners participating in regional group certification 
(5.2.1 a), both directly (A.1) and indirectly (A.2). 

The size of the annual sample may be adapted based on the following criteria: 

a) findings of previous external and internal audits; 

b) results of evaluation of information from external parties (6.6.2); 

c) results of the complaints resolution procedures (6.5.3). 

The reduction of the sample on justified grounds shall not exceed 30%. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) determination of sample categories(9.3.3); YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3.3 “The Part 2 internal audit sample (6.6.3.3.2) shall be distributed to sample 
categories. Both the sample categories as well as a percentage of the audits in each sample category 
shall be specified by the regional group entity based on an impact assessment. 

NOTE 1: Annex A provides an example of guidance for determination of sample categories and the 
impact assessment methodology.” 

Annex A. “Determination of the sample categories and their proportion in Part 2 internal audits. 

Informative 

A.1 Purpose of the Annex 

The purpose of this Annex is to provide an example of determination of sample categories, impact 
criteria, methodology of impact assessment and finally determination of the percentage of the sample 
categories in Part 2 internal audits. 

NOTE 1: The term impact assessment is used here to identify impacts of the sample categories (sample 
category) on compliance with the SFM standard and the potential risk of non-compliance. 
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A.2 Determination of sample categories 

The sample categories are defined as main forest operations conducted on certified area that have a 
significant impact on compliance with the sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

NOTE 1: Examples of sample categories of forestry operations are shown in Table 2. (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) distribution of the sample to the categories (9.3.4); YES PEFC FI 1001: Annex A “(…) A.5 Percentage of sample categories in audits 

The results of the impact assessments for each sample category (forestry operation) are then 
considered to determine the percentage allocated to each category in Part 2 internal audits. The 
higher the overall impact of the sample category (forestry operation), the higher is its percentage in 
Part 2 internal audits.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) selection of the participants (9.3.5). YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.4 “Where sampling is allowed, selection of participants to the sample shall: 

a) be at least from 25 % random; 

b) consider risks based on results of the following evaluations, including: 

i. previous external and internal audits; 

ii. information from external parties (6.6.2); 

iii. complaints procedures (6.5.3).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.1.2 The standard may define additional requirements on the YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.1 “The internal audit programme shall be planned and implemented on an 
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regional, national or sub-national level. annual basis. The internal audit programme includes two parts: 

a) Part 1: Internal audit of the regional group management system, covering: 

i. Regional group entity’s compliance with requirements for the regional group certification (PEFC FI 
1001) as well as with its own procedures; 

ii. Participants and external service providers that are authorized by the regional group entity to 
conduct internal audits of forest operations (Part 2) 

NOTE 1: Participants that conduct internal audits (Part 2) can be representatives of forest owners in 
the regional group certification, wood buyers and representatives of entrepreneurs. 

b) Part 2: Internal audit of forestry operations in the certified area, covering conformity with the 
sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). The forestry operations shall be audited on a 
sample basis.” 

Assessment decision: onformity 

Justification: The benchmark is 

9.3.1.3 The standard shall define additional sampling requirements 
in case of participation of pre-existing organisations or group or 
the members participation, such as a forest owners’/managers’ 
association, SFM programme and submission to tax programming 
which have their own members. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3 “Part 2 internal audits 

6.6.3.3.1 The Part 2 internal audits (6.6.3.1.1b) shall be planned by the regional group entity and 
conducted by: (…) b) participants representing forest owners (…)” 

6.6.3.3.4 “The regional group entity shall allocate the audit sample to the following entities conducting 
the internal audits (6.6.3.3.1) taking into account the representativeness of operations in the certified 
area as well as their geographical distribution: (…) b) Participants representing forest owners (A.2); 
(…)”  

7.2 “The participants representing forest owners in the regional certification group (A.2) according to 
5.2.2b shall demonstrate that they have in place a system ensuring represented forest owners’ 
compliance with the certification requirements, in particular it shall: 

a) inform all represented forest owners about the certification requirements and forest owners’ 
responsibilities; 

b) conduct Part 2 internal audits as assigned by the regional group entity, and take appropriate 
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corrective and/or preventive actions where necessary; 

c) Provide the represented forest owners access to the confirmation on participation.; 

d) Keep a list of all represented forest owners, including areas of their forests under the regional group 
certification; 

e) Provide the group entity with the total number of represented forest owners and their total 
certified area on an annual basis, as well as upon request and when changes occur.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.2 Determination of the sample size 

9.3.2.1 The sample size shall be calculated for the participants of 
the group organisation. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3.2 “The regional group entity shall define an annual sample of forestry operations 
carried out in the certified area. 

The minimum sample of forestry operations included in Part 2 internal audits shall be the square root 
of the number of forest owners participating in regional group certification (5.2.1 a), both directly (A.1) 
and indirectly (A.2). (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is 

9.3.2.2 The size of the sample generally should be the square root 
of the number of participants: (y=√x), rounded to the upper whole 
number. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: “The regional group entity shall define an annual sample of forestry operations carried 
out in the certified area. 

The minimum sample of forestry operations included in Part 2 internal audits shall be the square root 
of the number of forest owners participating in regional group certification (5.2.1 a), both directly (A.1) 
and indirectly (A.2).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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9.3.2.3 The size of the sample may be adapted by a standard taking into account one or more of the following indicators: 

a) results of a risk assessment. In this case deviations of sample 
sizes in case of low or high risk for individual categories shall be 
defined; 

N/A Not applicable. PEFC FI 1001 does not apply this indicator for adaptation of the sample size. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) results of internal audits or previous certification audits; YES 6.6.3.3.2 “The size of the annual sample may be adapted based on the following criteria: 

a) findings of previous external and internal audits; (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

c) quality / level of confidence of the internal monitoring 
programme; 

N/A Not applicable. PEFC FI 1001 does not apply this indicator for adaptation of the sample size. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is 

d) use of technologies allowing the gathering of information 
concerning specified requirements; 

Note: Such technologies may be e.g. the use of satellite data or 
drones and allow compliance statements for specific requirements 
of a sustainability standard or support the risk based sampling. 

N/A Not applicable. PEFC FI 1001 does not apply this indicator for adaptation of the sample size. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) based on other means of gathering information about activities 
on the ground. 

Note: One way could be a survey with participants who provide 
some information about their activities on the ground. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3.2 The size of the annual sample may be adapted based on the following criteria: 

(…) b) results of evaluation of information from external parties (6.6.2); 

c) results of the complaints resolution procedures (6.5.3). 

The reduction of the sample on justified grounds shall not exceed 30%.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.3 Determination of sample categories 

9.3.3.1 The sample categories shall be established based on the results of a risk assessment. The indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the geographical scope of the 
standard. The following non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the risk assessment: 

a) ownership type (e.g. state forest, communal forest, private 
forest); 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.3.3 “The Part 2 internal audit sample (6.6.3.3.2) shall be distributed to sample 
categories. Both the sample categories as well as a percentage of the audits in each sample category 
shall be specified by the regional group entity based on an impact assessment. 

NOTE 1: Annex A provides an example of guidance for determination of sample categories and the 
impact assessment methodology.” 

Annex A “A.1 Purpose of the Annex 

The purpose of this Annex is to provide an example of determination of sample categories, impact 
criteria, methodology of impact assessment and finally determination of the percentage of the sample 
categories in Part 2 internal audits. 

NOTE 1: The term impact assessment is used here to identify impacts of the sample categories (sample 
category) on compliance with the SFM standard and the potential risk of non-compliance. 

A.2 Determination of sample categories 

The sample categories are defined as main forest operations conducted on certified area that have a 
significant impact on compliance with the sustainable forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

NOTE 1: Examples of sample categories of forestry operations are shown in Table 2.” 

A.3 Determination of impact criteria 

The impact criteria are used to evaluate potential impact of sample categories (forestry operations) on 
compliance with the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

The impact criteria can be defined as: 

a) general impact criteria that are focused on proportion of the sample categories (forest operations) 
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in forest management, results of previous audits or information from external parties. 

b) impact criteria that are focused on impact of the sample categories (forest operations) on 
compliance with specific requirements of the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

A.4 Impact assessment 

Each impact criterion is evaluated for each sample category (forest operation). The impact assessment 
methodology is defined by the (regional) group entity, including determination of an impact scale 
ranging from low to high level (0 for no impact to 5 for high impact) 

EXAMPLE 1: Impact criterion: Proportion of forestry operations. Sample category, Case Harvesting: 
Harvesting, including regeneration harvesting, intermediate harvesting and tending of young stands, 
represents in Finland the most frequent forestry operation, approximately __% (e.g. 70%) of all 
forestry operations conducted annually in Finland. Therefore, harvesting operations have the highest 
impact compared to other forestry operations on overall compliance with the SFM standard (PEFC FI 
1002). ---- Impact assessment result: 5 (0 for no impact to 5 for high impact). 

A.5 Percentage of sample categories in audits 

The results of the impact assessments for each sample category (forestry operation) are then 
considered to determine the percentage allocated to each category in Part 2 internal audits. The 
higher the overall impact of the sample category (forestry operation), the higher is its percentage in 
Part 2 internal audits.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Ownership type is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but is understood to be 
potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is met. 

b) size of management units (different size classes); YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Size of management units is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but is 
understood to be potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is 
met. 
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c) biogeographic region (e.g. lowlands, low mountain range, high 
mountain range); 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Biogeographic region is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but is understood 
to be potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is met. 

d) operations, processes and products of potential group 
participants; 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) deforestation and forest conversion; YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: deforestation and forest conversion is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but 
is understood to be potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is 
met. 

f) rotation period(s); YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: rotation period(s) is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but is understood to 
be potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is met. 

g) richness of biological diversity; YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Richness of biological diversity is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but is 
understood to be potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is 
met. 

h) recreation and other socio-economic functions of the forest; YES As above 
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Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Recreation and other socio-economic functions of the forest is not an indicator given as 
example in Annex A, but is understood to be potentially available in internal audits if determined as 
relevant.  The benchmark is met. 

i) dependence of and interaction with local communities and 
indigenous people; 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Dependence of and interaction with local communities and indigenous people is not an 
indicator given as example in Annex A, but is understood to be potentially available in internal audits if 
determined as relevant.  The benchmark is met. 

j) available resources for administration, operations, training and 
research; 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Available resources for administration, operations, training and research is not an 
indicator given as example in Annex A, but is understood to be potentially available in internal audits if 
determined as relevant.  The benchmark is met. 

k) governance and law enforcement. YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: Governance and law enforcement is not an indicator given as example in Annex A, but is 
understood to be potentially available in internal audits if determined as relevant.  The benchmark is 
met. 

9.3.3.2 Conditions which constitute risk for each indicator on low, 
medium and high level and the respective consequences for the 
sampling shall be defined. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: Annex A, “A.3 Determination of impact criteria 

The impact criteria are used to evaluate potential impact of sample categories (forestry operations) on 
compliance with the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

The impact criteria can be defined as: 

a) general impact criteria that are focused on proportion of the sample categories (forest operations) 
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NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

in forest management, results of previous audits or information from external parties. 

b) impact criteria that are focused on impact of the sample categories (forest operations) on 
compliance with specific requirements of the forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 

A.4 Impact assessment 

Each impact criterion is evaluated for each sample category (forest operation). The impact assessment 
methodology is defined by the (regional) group entity, including determination of an impact scale 
ranging from low to high level (0 for no impact to 5 for high impact) 

EXAMPLE 1: Impact criterion: Proportion of forestry operations. Sample category, Case Harvesting: 
Harvesting, including regeneration harvesting, intermediate harvesting and tending of young stands, 
represents in Finland the most frequent forestry operation, approximately __% (e.g. 70%) of all 
forestry operations conducted annually in Finland. Therefore, harvesting operations have the highest 
impact compared to other forestry operations on overall compliance with the SFM standard (PEFC FI 
1002). ---- Impact assessment result: 5 (0 for no impact to 5 for high impact).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.4 Distribution of the sample 

The sample shall be distributed to the categories according to the 
result of the risk assessment. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: Annex A “A.5 Percentage of sample categories in audits 

The results of the impact assessments for each sample category (forestry operation) are then 
considered to determine the percentage allocated to each category in Part 2 internal audits. The 
higher the overall impact of the sample category (forestry operation), the higher is its percentage in 
Part 2 internal audits.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.5 Selection of the participants 

9.3.5.1 At least 25% of the sample should be selected at random. YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.4 “Where sampling is allowed, selection of participants to the sample shall: 



286 

 

 
YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

a) be at least from 25 % random (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.3.5.2 A risk-based procedure for the selection of the participants 
shall be specified. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.6.3.1.4 “Where sampling is allowed, selection of participants to the sample shall: (…) 

b) consider risks based on results of the following evaluations, including: 

i. previous external and internal audits; 

ii. information from external parties (6.6.2); 

iii. complaints procedures (6.5.3). 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.4 Management review 

9.4.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include: 

a) the status of actions from previous management reviews; YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.1.1 “The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: 

a) Status of actions arising out of previous reviews (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the 
group management system; 

NO Assessment decision: Minor nonconformity 

Justification: The benchmark does not seem to be covered. 

c) the status of conformity with the sustainable forest 
management standard, that includes reviewing the results of the 
internal monitoring programme, the internal audit and the 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.1.1 “The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: (…) 

b) Status of conformity with the certification requirements and performance of the certification group, 
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certification body’s evaluations and surveillance; including results of internal monitoring and audit programme and the certification body’s external 
audit(s) (…).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) information on the group performance, including trends in: 

i. nonconformities and corrective actions; 

ii. monitoring and measurement results; 

iii. audit results; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.1.1 “The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: (…) 

b) Status of conformity with the certification requirements and performance of the certification group, 
including results of internal monitoring and audit programme and the certification body’s external 
audit(s); 

c) Status of identified non-conformities and implementation of corrective actions;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) opportunities for continual improvement. YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.1.1 “The regional group entity shall conduct an annual review, including at least: (…) 

d) Opportunities for continuous improvement.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.4.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management 
review shall include decisions related to continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes to the group management 
system. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.1.2 “The outcomes of the review shall include decisions related to the continual 
improvement opportunities and any need for changes in the regional certification group’s 
management system.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9.4.3 The standard requires that the group organisation shall 
retain documented information as evidence of the results of 
management reviews. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: 

(…) d) Retain records relevant to the following activities conducted by the regional group entity: (…) iv. 
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Results of the review (6.7.1);” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

10. Improvement 

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action 

10.1.1 The standard requires when a nonconformity occurs, the group organisation shall: 

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: 

i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.7.2.1 “The regional group entity shall react to non-conformities and their 
consequences identified in the internal monitoring and auditing programme (6.6), external audits 
conducted by the certification body and non-conformities reported by PEFC Finland that occurred in 
another PEFC certification and relevant to the certification group. 

The regional group entity shall: 

a) Identify causes of the non-conformities and their consequences, including similar occurrences 
within the regional certification group; 

b) Define and ensure implementation of any corrective action needed; 

c) Review implementation of any corrective action needed and its effectiveness; 

d) Make changes to the regional certification group’s management system, if necessary.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the 
nonconformity, in order that it does not recur or occur elsewhere, 
by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or could 
potentially occur; 

c) implement any action needed; YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken; YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

e) make changes to the group management system, if necessary. YES As above 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

10.1.2 The standard requires that the group organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of: 

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions 
taken; 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: (…) 

d) Retain records relevant to the following activities conducted by the regional group entity: (…) 

v. Results of the management of non-conformities (6.7.2), including their nature, corrective actions 
and results of their implementation;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

b) the results of any corrective action. YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.8.2 “The regional group entity shall retain the following documented information: (…) 

d) Retain records relevant to the following activities conducted by the regional group entity: (…) 
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v. Results of the management of non-conformities (6.7.2), including their nature, corrective actions 
and results of their implementation;” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

10.1.3 The standard requires that a participant who was excluded 
from a group certification shall be internally audited by the group 
entity before it is allowed to re-enter the group certification. The 
internal audit shall not take place sooner than 12 months after the 
exclusion. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.3.2 “The regional group entity shall establish written procedures for the management 
of the participant’s membership, that shall cover: (…) d) Suspension and exclusion of participants from 
the regional group certification owing to persistent and significant non-conformity with the 
certification requirements. Participants excluded from group certification shall not be re-admitted 
within 12 months after exclusion. They shall be internally audited by the regional group entity before 
re-admittance to regional group certification; the internal audit shall not take place earlier than 12 
months after the exclusion. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and 
effectiveness of the group management system and the 
sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

YES PEFC FI 1001: 6.1.3 The regional group entity shall continuously improve the suitability, adequacy and 
effectiveness of its activities and the sustainable management of the forests of the regional 
certification group. 

6.7.1.2 The outcomes of the review shall include decisions related to the continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes in the regional certification group’s management system. 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met.  
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 PEFC Checklist - Certification and Accreditation Procedures (Annex 6, PEFC TD) 

No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / NO Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Certification Bodies 

1. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification shall be carried out by impartial, 
independent third parties that cannot be involved 
in the standard setting process as governing or 
decision making body, or in the forest 
management and are independent of the certified 
entity?  

Annex 6, 
3.1 

YES  PEFC Finland statement: “PEFC FI 1005: 4.3 (impartiality delivered through ISO 17021-1) PEFC 
Finland is the sole governing and decision making body of the scheme” 
PEFC FI 1005: “4.1 The certification body shall comply with ISO/IEC 17021-1.”  
“4.3 The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a national 
accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella 
and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents approved by 
the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC Finland’s scheme 
and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 
1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

 Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met.  

2.  

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification body for forest management 
certification shall fulfil requirements defined in ISO 
17021? 

Annex 6, 
3.1 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “4.3 The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a 
national accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) 
umbrella and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents 
approved by the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC 
Finland’s scheme and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 
1001 and PEFC FI 1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

3. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification bodies carrying out forest certification 
shall have the technical competence in forest 
management on its economic, social and 
environmental impacts, and on the forest 
certification criteria? 

Annex 6, 
3.1 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.2 “The certification body shall have: (…) b) technical competence in forest 
management and its economic, social and environmental impacts; and on PEFC Finland 
scheme’s certification requirements (see PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 1002). The professional 
expertise in forest management and its economic, social and environmental impacts shall be 
demonstrated based on the basis of certification experience in the field and/or appropriate 
education and professional experience of the staff;” 



292 

 

No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / NO Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

4. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification bodies shall have a good 
understanding of the national PEFC system against 
which they carry out forest management 
certification?  

Annex 6, 
3.1 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.2 “The certification body shall have: a) a good knowledge of the PEFC Finland’s 
scheme” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

5.  

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification bodies have the responsibility to use 
competent auditors and who have adequate 
technical know-how on the certification process 
and issues related to forest management 
certification? 

Annex 6, 
3.2 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “5. Qualification Criteria for Auditors 
5.1 Auditors shall fulfil the general criteria for management system auditors defined in ISO 
19011. 
5.2 Auditors shall have a good knowledge on the PEFC Finland’s standards with regard to 
forest management. 
5.3 Auditors shall have general knowledge on forest management and its economic, social and 
environmental impacts. The professional expertise in forest management and its 
environmental impacts shall be demonstrated on the basis of appropriate education and/or 
professional experience. 
5.4 Auditors shall have adequate technical know-how on the certification and auditing 
process.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

6. 

Does the scheme documentation require that the 
auditors must fulfil the general criteria of ISO 
19011 for Quality Management Systems auditors 
or for Environmental Management Systems 
auditors?  

Annex 6, 
3.2 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “5. Qualification Criteria for Auditors 
5.1 Auditors shall fulfil the general criteria for management system auditors defined in ISO 
19011.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

7. 
Does the scheme documentation include 
additional qualification requirements for auditors 
carrying out forest management audits?  

Annex 6, 
3.2 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “5. Qualification Criteria for Auditors 
5.1 Auditors shall fulfil the general criteria for management system auditors defined in ISO 
19011. 



293 
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5.2 Auditors shall have a good knowledge on the PEFC Finland’s standards with regard to 
forest management. 
5.3 Auditors shall have general knowledge on forest management and its economic, social and 
environmental impacts. The professional expertise in forest management and its 
environmental impacts shall be demonstrated on the basis of appropriate education and/or 
professional experience. 
5.4 Auditors shall have adequate technical know-how on the certification and auditing 
process.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Certification procedures 

8.  
Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification bodies shall have established internal 
procedures for forest management certification? 

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “4.1 The certification body shall comply with ISO/IEC 17021-1.”  
“4.3 The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a national 
accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella 
and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents approved by 
the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC Finland’s scheme 
and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 
1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

9. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
applied certification procedures for forest 
management certification shall fulfil or be 
compatible with the requirements defined in ISO 
17021? 

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “4.1 The certification body shall comply with ISO/IEC 17021-1.”  
“4.3 The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a national 
accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella 
and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents approved by 
the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC Finland’s scheme 
and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 
1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / NO Reference to system documentation (including quotation of relevant text) 

10. 
Does the scheme documentation require that 
applied auditing procedures shall fulfil or be 
compatible with the requirements of ISO 19011?  

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “6.2 Auditing 
6.2.1 General Principles 
6.2.1.1 The applied auditing procedures shall fulfil the requirements of ISO/IEC 19011.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

11. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification body shall inform the relevant PEFC 
National Governing Body about all issued forest 
management certificates and changes concerning 
the validity and scope of these certificates?  

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: “6.2.1.8 The certification body shall provide PEFC Finland with a summary of the 
forest certification audit report, including a summary of findings on the conformity to the 
forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 
NOTE 1. The summary audit report is made available to the public by PEFC Finland at the PEFC 
Finland’s official website or upon request within 14 days.” 
Comment by PEFC Finland, 8th July 2022: 
“In our Cert Proced Checklist we mention PEFC FI 1005 req point 4.8, but it does not exist. To 
avoid repeating this req in two different pieces of documentation (PEFC FI 1005 and 
Notification agreement) we deleted it from PEFC FI 1005, but forgot to delete it from the 
checklist / replace it with proper reference to Notification agreement. In addition to PEFC FI 
1005 standard PEFC FI system sets requirements for certification bodies/process also in its 
PEFC Notification agreement. The scope of the Notification agreement covers PEFC’s 
international requirement as follows: “The certification body shall submit to PEFC Finland: a) 
without delay the data on the issuing of PEFC forest certificates and PEFC chain of custody 
certificates in Finland, changes in the validity of the certificates, and other information on the 
coverage of the certificates required by PEFC Finland https://pefc.fi/palvelut/lomakkeet/ -> 
Agreement on PEFC Notification of a Certification Body (Version 15 Nov 2021) PEFC FI 1005 
makes a mandatory reference to PEFC notification. The requirements for transfer of 
information on issued certificates is included in the notification contract (see above). 
Requirement 6.2.1.8 goes over and above the PEFC Council requirement as it requires to 
transfer to PEFC Finland full audit reports.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

12.  Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification body shall carry out controls of PEFC 

Annex 6, 4 YES PEFC FI 1005: 6.2.1.2 “The auditing criteria shall include PEFC FI 1001, PEFC FI 1002 and where 
the client also uses PEFC trademarks also PEFC ST 2001.” 
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logo usage if the certified entity is a PEFC logo 
user? 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

13. 
Does a maximum period for surveillance audits 
defined by the scheme documentation not exceed 
more than one year? 

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.1 “The certification body shall comply with ISO/IEC 17021-1.” 
4.3 “The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a national 
accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella 
and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents approved by 
the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC Finland’s scheme 
and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 
1002).” 
See ISO 17021, 9.1.3.3 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

14. 
Does a maximum period for assessment audit not 
exceed five years for forest management 
certifications? 

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.1 “The certification body shall comply with ISO/IEC 17021-1.” 
4.3 “The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a national 
accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella 
and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents approved by 
the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC Finland’s scheme 
and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 1001 and PEFC FI 
1002).” 
See ISO 17021, 9.1.3.2 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

15. 
Does the scheme documentation include 
requirements for public availability of certification 
report summaries? 

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 6.2.1.8 “The certification body shall provide PEFC Finland with a summary of the 
forest certification audit report, including a summary of findings on the conformity to the 
forest management standard (PEFC FI 1002). 
NOTE 1. The summary audit report is made available to the public by PEFC Finland at the PEFC 
Finland’s official website or upon request within 14 days.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 
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Justification: The benchmark is met. 

16. 
Does the scheme documentation include 
requirements for usage of information from 
external parties as the audit evidence?  

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 6.2.1.7 “The audit evidence to determine the conformity to the forest 
management standard shall include relevant information from external parties (e.g. 
government agencies, community groups and other organisations, etc.) as appropriate. 
The audit shall, amongst other relevant information, include sufficient consultation with 
external stakeholders to ensure that all relevant issues are identified relating to compliance 
with the requirements of the standard.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

17. 
Does the scheme documentation include 
additional requirements for certification 
procedures? [*1] 

Annex 6, 4 

YES PEFC FI 1005, “6. Certification procedures (…)” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

Accreditation procedures 

18. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification bodies carrying out forest 
management certification shall be accredited by a 
national accreditation body?  

Annex 6, 5 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.3 “The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a 
national accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) 
umbrella and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents 
approved by the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC 
Finland’s scheme and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 
1001 and PEFC FI 1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

19. 
Does the scheme documentation require that an 
accredited certificate shall bear an accreditation 
symbol of the relevant accreditation body? 

Annex 6, 5 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.4 “The certification body shall conduct the forest management certification as 
“accredited certification” within a scope of its valid accreditation. An accreditation mark / 
symbol shall be included in any issued forest management certificate.” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 
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20. 

Does the scheme documentation require that the 
accreditation shall be issued by an accreditation 
body which is a part of the International 
Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella or a member of 
IAF’s special recognition regional groups and which 
implement procedures described in ISO 17011 and 
other documents recognised by the above 
mentioned organisations? 

Annex 6, 5 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.3 “The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a 
national accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) 
umbrella and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents 
approved by the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC 
Finland’s scheme and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 
1001 and PEFC FI 1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

21. 

Does the scheme documentation require that 
certification body undertake forest management 
certification as “accredited certification” based on 
ISO 17021 and the relevant forest management 
standard(s) shall be covered by the accreditation 
scope? 

Annex 6, 5 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.3 “The certification body shall be accredited based on ISO/IEC 17021-1 by a 
national accreditation body that is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) 
umbrella and that complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and other documents 
approved by the IAF. The scope of the accreditation shall include references to the PEFC 
Finland’s scheme and its documentation relating to forest management certification (PEFC FI 
1001 and PEFC FI 1002).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

22. 
Does the scheme documentation include a 
mechanism for PEFC notification of certification 
bodies? 

Annex 6, 6 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.5 “The certification body shall be PEFC notified by PEFC Finland. The criteria of 
the PEFC notification shall only cover administrative conditions such as communication or 
information transfer, financial conditions and compliance with this document verified through 
accreditation (see 4.3 and 4.4).” 

Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met. 

23. Are the procedures for PEFC notification of 
certification bodies non-discriminatory? Annex 6, 6 

YES PEFC FI 1005: 4.5 The certification body shall be PEFC notified by PEFC Finland. The criteria of 
the PEFC notification shall only cover administrative conditions such as communication or 
information transfer, financial conditions and compliance with this document verified through 
accreditation (see 4.3 and 4.4).  
PEFC FI Notification – Agreement: https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Agreement-
on-PEFC-Notification-of-a-Certification-Body-Version-15-Nov-2021-.pdf 

https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Agreement-on-PEFC-Notification-of-a-Certification-Body-Version-15-Nov-2021-.pdf
https://pefc.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Agreement-on-PEFC-Notification-of-a-Certification-Body-Version-15-Nov-2021-.pdf
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Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark can be considered as met.  
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Annex B:  Results of stakeholder involvement survey 
On 31st May 2022 CK Services sent an email to 80 stakeholders from the stakeholder list provided by PEFC Finland, inviting them to participate in a stakeholder survey 
consisting out of eight questions regarding stakeholders´ involvement in the standard setting process by email.  
These 80 stakeholders had been identified by PEFC Finland during a stakeholder mapping exercise caried out at the beginning of the revision process and were from all 
stakeholder categories for which seats were available on the revision working group …  

The stakeholders were invited to respond to the survey via “Surveymonkey.com”, an online survey tool, by 7th June 2022, 14.00 EEST.  
Two survey responses were received. The responses received confirm basic elements of the information provided by PEFC Finland on the revision process. The questions, 
possible answers that respondents could choose from and given answers are shown in the table below. 
 
Question 1: Before you answer the survey, please provide your name and email address in the field below, so that you can be contacted in case of questions. Your name 
and contact details will not be made publicly available, used for any other purpose or forwarded to third parties. 
Q2: Are you aware of a public announcement by PEFC Finland at the start of the revision of the Finnish PEFC Certification System, inviting stakeholders to participate in the 
revision process? If your answer is “yes”, how/where was the announcement made? 
Possible answers: 
1. Yes, on the website of PEFC Finland or another website 
2. Yes, by press release 
3. Yes, in a public magazine or through other media 
4. Yes, by direct mailing 
5. No 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 1x 
2. 1x 
3. 0x 
4. 2x 
5. 0x 

Q3: Did you have access to the standard setting procedures/ rules for the development of the Finnish PEFC forest management standard?) 

Possible answers: 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Don't know 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 1x 
2. 0x 
3. 1x 
 

Q4: Have you been invited to nominate a representative to PEFC Finland's working group for the revision of the Finnish PEFC Certification System? If your answer is “yes”, 
how/where was the invitation made? 
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Possible answers: 
1. Yes, by general invitation on PEFC Finland´s website or in other media 
2. Yes, directly by mailing or other communication 
3. No 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 1x 

 
2. 2x 
3. 0x 
 

Q5: Did you submit a nomination to PEFC Finland, and if you did, has it been accepted or rejected? 

Possible answers: 
1. No, we/I did not submit a nomination 
2. Yes, we/I submitted a nomination, and it was accepted 
3. Yes, we/I submitted a nomination, and it was not accepted 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 0x 
2. 2x 
3. 0x 
 

Q6: Did you notice the public consultation on a draft revised forest management standard of the Finnish PEFC Certification System? If yes, where/how? 

Possible answers: 
1. Yes, on PEFC Finland´s or other website 
2. Yes, through a press release 
3. Yes, in a public magazine or other media 
4. Yes, directly by mailing or other communication 
5. No 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 2x 
2. 1x 
3. 2x 
4. 0x 
5. 0x 

Q7: Have you made comments during the public consultation and if you did, have they been considered? 

Possible answers: 
1. No, we/I did not submit comments 
2. Yes, we/I submitted comments and they were considered 
3. Yes, we/I submitted comments and they were not considered 
4. Yes, we/I submitted comments and we/I do not know if they were considered or not 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 0x 
2. 2x 
3. 0x 
4. 0x 

Q8: Have you submitted any complaint relating to the standard setting/revision process? If you did submit a complaint, please provide more information in the comment 
field. 
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Possible answers: 
1. No 
2. Yes 
Comments:… 

Answered: 
1. 2x 
2. 0x 
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Annex C: Results of international consultation 
PEFC International informed CK Services on 18th May 2022 that no comments were submitted in the international public stakeholder consultation on the revised Finnish 
PEFC Certification System (https://pefc.org/news/public-consultation-finland-forest-certification-system). 

  

https://pefc.org/news/public-consultation-finland-forest-certification-system


303 
 

Annex D: Internal review comments 

Report 

chapter  
Assessor’s report statement  Interal Review comment Assessor’s response 

7 Forest Management Standard NA I couldn't locate the definition of 
forest. Could you please include in the 
analysis a section about this? The T&D 
of FI 1000 and FI 1002 are not specific 
on this. 

The term ”forestry land”, i.e. “forest”, 
as well as the term “forested land”, are 
defined indirectly in Notes 1 and 2 to 
the definition of “certified area”: “3. 
Terms and definitions -  

Certified area 

An area of forestry land and other 
forested lands covered by a forest 
certificate. 

 

NOTE 1: Forestry land includes forest 
land (i.e. land with a high potential of 
annual increment of growing stock), 
poorly productive forest land (i.e. 
scrubland), unproductive land (i.e. 
nearly treeless forestry land) and other 
forestry land (i.e. forest vehicle roads 
and other forestry maintenance areas). 
Individual categories of forestry land 
are defined by the Natural Resources 
Institute Finland (LUKE). 

 

NOTE 2: Other forested lands cover e.g. 
Christmas tree plantations on 
agricultural land.” 

7.3 Assessment result – Selection of 
Conformities (…) PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

PEFC ST 1003, 8.2.5 

“Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met” 

 Done. Removed from “7.3 Assessment 
result – Selection of Conformities” and 
added to “7.2 Assessment result – 
Nonconformities” 

PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest 
Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018), 
8.2.5 The standard requires that the 
indiscriminate disposal of waste on 

“Assessment decision: Conformity 

Justification: The benchmark is met” 

The requirement very clearly focus on 
forest operations. This leaves out 
from the scope of this requirement 
everything else. It may be that 

Changed to: “Assessment decision: 
Minor nonconformity 

Justification: It is not apparent that 
“emergency procedures for the 
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Report 

chapter  
Assessor’s report statement  Interal Review comment Assessor’s response 

forest land shall be strictly avoided. legislation is not allowing littering in 
the forest, but the operational 
requirement should not focus only on 
forestry operations. 

 

In addition, the legal framework 
doesn't require the development of 
emergency protocols. 

 

Please revisit this assessment 
decision. 

minimization of risk of environmental 
harm arising from accidental spillage” 
are required to be in place, as called for 
by the benchmark standard. In 
addition, the standard addresses waste 
disposal in the forest only within the 
context of forest operations.”   

PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest 
Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018), 
8.4.7 The standard requires that 
genetically-modified trees shall not be 
used. 

“PEFC FI 1002: “8.1.5 Genetically modified 
forest reproductive material shall not be 
used 

8.15.1 Forest cultivation shall not use 
genetically modified forest reproductive 
material (…)” 

Does this cover Christmas tree and 
conifer greenery plantations as well? 

Changed to: Assessment decision: 
Minor Nonconformity 

Justification: It is not entirely certain, if 
the exclusion of genetically modified 
material as reproductive material in 
“forest cultivations” is also applicable in 
case of Christmas tree plantations 
established on agricultural land. Until 
this is demonstrated the benchmark 
cannot be considered as fully met. 

PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest 
Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018, 
Appendix 1) - Guidelines for the 
interpretation of requirements in the 
case of forest plantations 

NA Please restructure this table to be 
comparable to the Appendix 1 
requirements 

8.4.5 moved below 8.4.13 to fully 
mirror the order of benchmarks as 
referred to in Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 
1003. 
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