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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Consultant was invited by the Program for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) 
Council to tender for the conformity assessment of PEFC Brazil (hereafter referred to as the 
Applicant Scheme), against the requirements of the PEFC Council.  

PEFC Brazil was originally known as CERFLOR, and received its first endorsement in 2005. The 
national governing body for CERFLOR was INMETRO (National Institute of Metrology, Quality and 
Technology). PEFC membership and the responsibilities for CERFLOR were transferred to Pro-Forest 
Management Institute (IPMF) in 2022.  

As a result of this administrative change, IPMF undertook a wholesale revision of the forestry 
management standards in addition to its administration.  

IPMF submitted its application for re-endorsement on May 14, 2022, in line with PEFC’s re-
endorsement schedule. 

METHODOLOGY 

This report assesses the Applicant Scheme’s rules governing the maintenance and encouragement of 
productive functions of forests; and whether the applicant scheme complies with these 
requirements in practice.   

The consultant has reviewed the content of the Applicant Scheme for technical competence and 
completeness. The consultant has assessed the Applicant Scheme’s conformity with the 
requirements of the PEFC Council, as stipulated in PEFC GD Endorsement and Mutual Recognition of 
National Systems and their Revision.  

SCOPE OF ASSESSMENT 

The following aspects of the Applicant Scheme have been assessed against the PEFC international 
standards and technical documents where relevant: 

2.1. A general analysis of the structure of the Applicant System’s technical documentation.  

2.2. An assessment of the standard setting procedures and process against PEFC ST 
1001:2017, Standard Setting – Requirements (for the sustainable forest management 
standard(s) and the chain of custody standard).  

2.3. An assessment of the group certification requirements against PEFC ST 1002:2018, 
Group Forest Management Certification - Requirements.  

2.4. An assessment of standard(s) applicable for forest management certification against 
PEFC ST 1003:2018, Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements, including Appendix 1 
and Appendix 2.  

2.5. An assessment of the chain of custody requirements against PEFC ST 2002:2020, Chain 
of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products - Requirements  
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2.6. An assessment of certification and accreditation procedures, for forest management 
certification as defined in the PEFC Council Technical Document, Annex 6, and for chain of 
custody certification as defined by PEFC ST 2003:2020, Requirements for Certification Bodies 
operating Certification against the PEFC International Chain of Custody Standard. 

2.7. A stakeholder survey to check the basic contents of the development report on the 
standard setting process.  

2.8. Any other aspects that can affect functions, credibility and efficiency of the submitted 
system. 

The following normative references have been used for this assessment: 

• PEFC ST 1001, Standard Setting - Requirements  

• PEFC ST 1003, Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements.  

• PEFC ST 1002, Group Forest Management Certification - Requirements  

• PEFC ST 2002, Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – Requirements  

• PEFC ST 2003, Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification against the PEFC 
International Chain of Custody Standard 

• TD Annex 6 (Certification and Accreditation Procedures)  

• PEFC ST 2001, PEFC Logo usage rules - Requirements (hereinafter PEFC Logo usage rules) 

• PEFC GL7/2007, PEFC Council procedures for the investigation and resolution of complaints 
and Appeals  

• ISO/IEC 17021, Conformity assessment -- Requirements for bodies providing audit and 
certification of management systems 

• ISO/IEC 17065, Conformity assessment -- Requirements for bodies certifying products, 
processes and services 

• ISO 19011, Guidelines for auditing management systems 
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2. RECOMMENDATION 

The consultant recommends that the PEFC Council endorses the revised PEFC Brazil Certification 
Scheme, conditional on non-conformities identified in the standards being rectified within a period 
of six (6) months.  

This recommendation is based on this assessment as follows 

1. The non-conformities are minor non-conformities 

2. PEFC Brazil and the ABNT will be able to address the non-conformities within the 
timeframe using existing mechanisms.  

The following should be addressed:  

1. Five (5) minor non-conformities in the PEFC’s Brazil’s standard-setting procedures against 
PEFC ST 1001:2017. These should be addressed through corrective action within six (6) 
months.  

2. Eight (8) minor non-conformities in the PEFC’s Brazil’s standard-setting process against 
PEFC ST 1001:2017. Of those non-conformities, 6 non-conformities should be addressed 
before the next standard-setting process and 2 should be addressed through corrective 
action within six (6) months, specifically those relating to 7.2.2 and 7.2.4.  

3.  Ten (10) minor non-conformities in the Scheme’s sustainable forest management (native 
forests) requirements against the requirements of the PEFC ST 1003:2018. All non-
conformities should be addressed through corrective action within six (6) months 

4.  Six (6) minor non-conformities in the Scheme’s sustainable forest management 
(plantations) requirements against the requirements of the PEFC ST 1003:2018. All non-
conformities should be addressed through corrective action within six (6) months. 

5. One (1) minor non-conformity in the group certification model. This should be addressed 
through corrective action within six (6) months. 

The consultant recommends that the PEFC Council endorses the revised PEFC Brazil Certification 
Scheme, conditional on non-conformities identified in the standards being rectified within a period 
of six (6) months.  

 



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 8 of 449 

3. OVERVIEW OF THE FINDINGS 

 

3.2  Standard-Se�ng Procedures  

The assessment iden�fied 5 minor non-conformi�es in the procedures, listed below.  

Minor non-conformi�es:  

Requirement 5.3.2: There is no procedural document to ensure that a contact point that has 
been provided. 

Requirement 6.2.2: There is no clear procedural requirement that the standardizing body 
stakeholder mapping will be defined by the Agenda 21 groups.  

Requirement 6.4.3: There is no clear procedural requirement that the standardizing body 
must strive to have iden�fy all iden�fied groups, set targets for par�cipa�on or ac�vely seek 
par�cipa�on.  

Requirement 6.5.1: The standardizing body public consulta�on procedures do not state that 
the announcement must be made in suitable media, and that disadvantaged stakeholders 
shall be reached via methods applicable to them.  

Requirement 7.2.2: There is no s�pula�on that the standard shall include: b) official language 
of the standard, c) a note that when there is inconsistency between versions, the English 
version of the standard as endorsed by the PEFC Council is the reference; d) the approval 
date and the date of next periodic review. 

Comment: Although many of the requirements are met by the standardizing body’s procedures, the 
PEFC requirements are that the standardizing body, as opposed to the NGB apply these procedures. 
Although PEFC Brazil has introduced guidance documenta�on that (SG 07) that reinforced those 
procedures, the implementa�on of that guidance is not clear.  

The procedures therefore currently do not fully comply with the PEFC benchmarks.  

3.2  Standard-Se�ng Process   

The assessment iden�fied 8 minor non-conformi�es in the process, listed below.  

Minor non-conformi�es:  

Requirement 6.2.1: Email was considered the default form of communica�on without 
considering other appropriate forms of communica�on; key stakeholders and key issues 
were not iden�fied 

Requirement 6.2.3: The stakeholder review process does not include any specific men�on of 
disadvantaged stakeholders. 

Requirement 6.3.1: The invita�on to stakeholders did not include: Access to the revision 
proposal; a specific and explicit request on nomina�on mater and that par�cipa�on within 
the working groups was open. 

Requirement 6.4.3: There is no process documenta�on that indicates that the ABNT sought 
to proac�vely seek par�cipa�on or that groups were ac�vely encouraged to par�cipate. 
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Requirement 6.5.1: The public announcement of the consulta�on period in suitable media 
was 20 days following the commencement of the consulta�on period; Only a par�al record 
of email contact has been provided; Email was the only form of contact considered. 

Requirement 7.2.2: On the standards the following is not included: the official language of 
the standard; a note that when there is inconsistency between versions, the English version 
of the standard as endorsed by the PEFC Council is the reference and; the approval date and 
the date of next periodic review. 

Requirement 7.2.4: The development report is not publicly available. 

Requirement 8.4.2: Stakeholder mapping appears to have been updated; however, an 
indica�on of the update process, e.g. date of commencement of the update, has not been 
provided. 

Comment: Requirements 7.2.2 and 7.2.4 should be addressed within the next six months; the other 
requirements can be addressed in the next revision.  

The process has not fully complied with the PEFC benchmarks. However, this does not appear to 
have impacted the integrity of that standard development process. The ra�onale here is that ABNT, 
as the standardising body and ISO member, adheres to ISO norms for standard development and has 
in prac�ce followed and provided documenta�on for many of the PEFC benchmarks in conjunc�on 
with CERFLOR, the former governing body.  

3.3 Forest Management Standard (Na�ve Forests) 

The assessment iden�fied 10 minor non-conformi�es in the SFM (na�ve forests) standard, listed 
below. 

Requirement 4.1 i) The standard makes a considerable number of references to na�onal and 
other regula�on throughout the text and for a number of specific requirements. These are 
listed below.  There is no overview of the legisla�on that is applicable to these requirements, 
and it should be provided, poten�ally in an Annex or guidance document.   

Of par�cular note is that the standard does not define the scope of applica�on for na�ve 
forests (or for planta�on forests). Although this is defined through na�onal legisla�on, it 
should be defined within the standard itself via this requirement.  

The references are as follows:  

PEFC Requirement  PEFC Brazil reference (15789) 

4.1 a)     (See assessment regarding applica�on) 

6.3.1.3    3.1.1 and 3.1.1 d) 

6.3.2.1    3.1.2 a), b) and  e) 

8.1.4    3.3.5 b) 

8.1.5    3.3.5 b) 

8.1.6    3.3.5 c) 

8.2.1    3.3.2 
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8.2.4    3.3.2 g) 

8.2.5     3.4.5  

8.2.10    3.4.4 b) 

8.4.5    3.3.2 g) 

8.4.12    3.3.2 g) 

8.6.2     3.1.2 

Requirement 8.1.3: The standard does not address climate posi�ve prac�ces in management 
opera�ons. 

Requirement 8.1.4: On conversion of forest areas, although the “no greater than 5%” 
threshold is men�oned, it does not specify either forest type, or “cer�fied area” and 
men�ons only “managed area”. “High carbon stock” is not defined or addressed in the 
standard. 

Requirement 8.1.5: “High carbon stock” is not defined or addressed in the standard. 

Requirement 8.4.6: Afforesta�on, reforesta�on and other tree plan�ng ac�vi�es that 
contribute to the improvement and restora�on of ecological connec�vity are not promoted. 

Requirement 8.4.7: The standard does not contain a clear and explicit prohibi�on on 
gene�cally modified trees.  

Requirement 8.4.8: The standard does not address the requirement that a diversity of both 
horizontal and ver�cal structures and the diversity of species such as mixed stands shall be 
promoted. 

Requirement 8.4.13: Dead wood, hollow trees and old groves are not addressed in the 
standard.   

Requirement 8.5.5: Installa�on and maintenance of proper drainage is not addressed directly 
in the standard. 

Requirement 9.1.2: The standard addresses bio�c and abio�c factors generally, but do not 
clearly specify bio�c and abio�c factors in terms of implementa�on. 

Comment: The standard relies heavily on references to na�onal laws and regula�ons. However, 
these require explica�on and explana�on in line with requirement 4.1 i). This includes the 
applica�on scope of both the na�ve forest and planta�on forest management standard, which are 
not defined in the standard, but are in na�onal legisla�on as indicated in the report.  

The standard does not fully comply with the PEFC benchmarks and should be corrected within the 
next 6 months.  

3.4 Sustainable Forest Management (Planta�ons)  

The assessment iden�fied 6 minor non-conformi�es in the SFM (planta�on forests) standard, listed 
below. 

Requirement 4.1 i) The standard makes a considerable number of references to na�onal and 
other regula�on throughout the text and for a number of specific requirements. There is no 
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overview of the legisla�on that is applicable to these requirements, and it should be 
provided, poten�ally in an Annex or guidance document.  

Of par�cular note is that the standard does not define the scope of applica�on for na�ve 
forests (or for planta�on forests). Although this is defined through na�onal legisla�on, it 
should be defined within the standard itself via this requirement. 

These references are listed as follows :. 

PEFC Requirement  PEFC Brazil reference (14789) 

4.1 a)     (See assessment regarding applica�on) 

6.2.1    3.2.1 a), 3.1.1 a) and b)  

6.2.2    3.2.1 

6.3.1.1    3.1.1 d) 

6.3.2.1    3.1.2 a), d) and  e) 

6.3.4.3    3.1.3 b) 

7.1.4    3.1.2 

8.2.5    3.4.6 

8.4.1    3.2.1 

8.4.12    3.3.2 

8.6.4    3.5.2 b) and c)  

8.6.5    3.5.2 b) 

8.6.6    3.5.2 c) 

Requirement 8.1.3: The standard does not address the encouragement of climate posi�ve 
prac�ces.  

Requirement 8.1.4: On conversion of forest areas, although the “no greater than 5%” 
threshold is men�oned, it does not specify either forest type, or “cer�fied area” and 
men�ons only “managed area”. “High carbon stock” is not defined or addressed in the 
standard. It should also be noted that this requirement is not necessary for the management 
of planta�ons, and its appearance in the planta�on standard creates ambiguity, par�cularly 
as the requirement does not conform to the PEFC requirements 

Requirement 8.1.5: “High carbon stock” is not defined or addressed in the standard. 

Requirement 8.2.5: The standard does not have a clear prohibi�on where “indiscriminate 
disposal of waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided”. 

Requirement 8.5.5: The standard does not address installa�on and maintenance of drainage. 

Comment: The standard relies heavily on references to na�onal laws and regula�ons. However, 
these require explica�on and explana�on in line with requirement 4.1 i). This includes the 
applica�on scope of both the na�ve forest and planta�on forest management standard, which are 
not defined in the standard, but are in na�onal legisla�on as indicated in the report. 
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The standard does not fully comply with the PEFC benchmarks and should be corrected within the 
next 6 months. 

3.5 Group Cer�fica�on Model 

Requirement 10.11:  The standard does not state clearly that ac�ons will be implemented; 
however this is implied at 16.11 (a) and at 16.11 (c) in that the ac�on is determined, and 
then reviewed. 

The standard does not fully comply with the PEFC benchmarks and should be corrected within the 
next 6 months. 
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4. STRUCTURE OF THE SYSTEM OF THE PROPOSED APPLICANT SCHEME 

FORESTS AND THE FOREST SECTOR IN BRAZIL 

Brazil has a total forest area of approximately 493 million hectares, which represents about 58% of 
its total land area. The country has four main forest regions: the Amazon Rainforest, the Atlantic 
Forest, the Cerrado, and the Pantanal. The Amazon Rainforest, located in the northern part of the 
country, is the largest forested area and includes dense forests, woodlands, and savannas. The 
Atlantic Forest, located along the eastern coast, is characterized by tropical and subtropical forests 
with high biodiversity. The Cerrado region, located in the central part of the country, is a vast 
savanna with a mix of grasslands, forests, and scrublands. The Pantanal, located in the southwest, is 
a vast wetland area dominated by seasonally flooded forests and grasslands. 

Brazil has experienced significant deforestation in recent years, particularly in the Amazon 
Rainforest, due to agricultural expansion, commercial logging, and urbanization. According to data 
from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Brazil's annual deforestation rate was around 1.1 
million hectares between 2010 and 2020. 

The forest industry is an important sector of the Brazilian economy, contributing to rural 
development and employment. In 2020, the forestry sector generated around 1.2% of the country’s 
gross domestic product (GDP), with a total output of approximately USD 24 billion. The sector 
employs around 980,000 people, including both formal and informal workers. The forestry industry 
is also a major exporter, with wood products accounting for approximately 3% of the country’s total 
exports in 2020. The main export markets for Brazilian wood products are China, the United States, 
and the European Union. 

Brazil has a long history of forest policy, dating back to the early 20th century. The country’s forest 
cover has been significantly reduced over the years due to agricultural expansion, commercial 
logging, and urbanization. The government has responded to this trend by implementing a range of 
policies aimed at protecting and restoring forest ecosystems. In recent years, there has been an 
increased focus on forest certification as a way to ensure sustainable forest management. 

In 1934, the Brazilian government passed the Forest Code, which established a framework for the 
management and protection of forest resources. The law designated certain areas as "forest 
reserves" and created a system for granting concessions for logging and other forest uses. However, 
the law was poorly enforced and did not prevent widespread deforestation and degradation of 
forest ecosystems. 

In the 1960s, the government began to take a more active role in forest management, establishing 
the Brazilian Forest Service and initiating programs to reforest degraded areas. These efforts were 
largely focused on the production of commercial timber and were not necessarily aimed at 
preserving ecosystem health or biodiversity. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, Brazil experienced a significant expansion of agriculture, particularly 
soybean cultivation. This led to widespread deforestation and fragmentation of forest ecosystems. 
The government responded by implementing a range of policies to regulate land use, including the 
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revised Forest Code of 2012, which strengthened protections for forest ecosystems and established 
a system for monitoring and enforcing compliance. 

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Brazilian Forest Certification Program (CERFLOR) are 
two of the most widely recognized certification schemes, and several Brazilian forestry companies 
have been certified under these standards. 

Forest certification in Brazil has faced some challenges, however. One issue is the high cost of 
certification, which can be a barrier for small-scale forest owners. Approximately 44 per cent of 
Brazil’s forests are privately held, according to the FAO1; approximately 29 per cent of plantation 
forest area is held by independent forest operations.2 Additionally, some critics argue that 
certification schemes may not necessarily result in better forest management practices and that the 
certification process may be biased towards large, industrial-scale operations. 

Despite these challenges, forest certification continues to be an important tool for promoting 
sustainable forest management in Brazil. The government has encouraged the adoption of 
certification schemes and has provided support for forest managers seeking certification. In 2019, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Supply launched a program to promote sustainable forest 
management and certification, providing funding and technical assistance to small and medium-
sized forest enterprises. 

In addition to certification, there has been a growing recognition of the importance of involving local 
communities and indigenous peoples in forest management. The revised Forest Code of 2012 
requires that forest management plans take into account the interests and rights of local 
communities, and there have been efforts to promote community-based forest management and 
conservation. 

One example of community-based forest management in Brazil is the Xingu Indigenous Park, located 
in the northern state of Mato Grosso. The park is home to several indigenous communities who have 
been involved in reforestation and conservation efforts. The government has provided support for 
these efforts through programs such as the National Policy for Territorial and Environmental 
Management of Indigenous Lands, which includes funding for sustainable forest management. 

THE SCHEME 

PEFC Brazil was originally known as CERFLOR, and received its first endorsement in 2005. The 
national governing body for CERFLOR was INMETRO (National Institute of Metrology, Quality and 
Technology). PEFC membership and the responsibilities for CERFLOR were transferred to Pro-Forest 
Management Institute (IPMF) in 2022.  

As a result of this administrative change, IPMF undertook a revision of the forestry management 
standards in addition to its administration.  

 
1 FAO. 2020. Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020: Main report. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/ca9825en 
2 José Leonardo de Moraes Gonçalves, Alexandre de Vicente Ferraz, José Henrique Tertulino Rocha, Mateus Peressin, Clayton Alcarde 
Alvares, “Forest outgrower schemes in small and medium-sized farmers in Brazil”, Forest Ecology and Management, Volume 456, 2020, 
117654, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2019.117654. 
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CERFLOR, the Brazilian Forest Certification Program, was established in 2002 by the National 
Institute of Metrology, Quality and Technology (INMETRO), a federal agency in Brazil responsible for 
standardization, metrology, and conformity assessment. The creation of CERFLOR aimed to develop 
a national certification scheme tailored to the unique context of Brazil's forests while ensuring 
alignment with international standards. 

In February 2022, the PEFC General Assembly Postal Ballot 01-2022 approved a significant change in 
Brazil's PEFC National Governing Body (NGB) membership. The management of Cerflor and PEFC 
NGB membership for Brazil was transferred from INMETRO to a newly established organization, the 
Pro-Forest Management Institute (IPMF). 

This change was a coordinated effort with full support from the forest productive sector, primarily 
through Ibá (the Brazilian Tree Industry). Other stakeholders, including certification bodies, 
universities, and various organizations, also backed the initiative, recognizing it as a game changer 
for unleashing the potential of PEFC certification in Brazil. 

Following the transfer, IPMF decided to rename the PEFC endorsed certification system in Brazil 
from Cerflor to PEFC Brazil. This change aimed to better align with the entire PEFC Alliance and 
enhance the recognition and promotion of the PEFC brand among stakeholders, buyers, and 
certificate holders in the country. 

Under the new governance structure, IPMF serves as the manager of PEFC Brazil, while INMETRO 
retains its accreditation role and ABNT (Brazilian Association for Technical Standards) continues in its 
standardization role. This shift in governance required updates to the normative framework to 
ensure its continued relevance, currency, and smooth operation. 

PEFC Brazil conducted a comprehensive revision of its normative framework, focusing primarily on 
administrative documents. This process coincided with the ordinary and mandatory re-endorsement 
of the system, which had a deadline of May 14, 2022. 

Additionally, ABNT revised its two sustainable forest management standards to align their 
requirements with the new PEFC benchmarking standard (PEFC ST 1003:2018). 

Structure 

PEFC Brazil is a member-based organization and comprises the following bodies:  

• General Assembly: Highest governing body  
• Board of Directors: directs the administration of the Scheme 
• Supervisory Body: controls the correct administration and compliance with the laws, 

statutes, regulations and commitments assumed 
• Executive Secretariat: administrator of the Scheme 
• Dispute resolution committee: empowered to deal with those complaints and disputes 

related to the application of the System or the certification procedure 
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Documents are as follows: 

Document from the PEFC Brazil Management System 

Code Version Document 
LM 01 01 List of current documents 
SG 01 01 Procedure for drafting and managing documents 
SG 02 01 Requirements for certifying bodies auditing forest management and chain of 

custody 
SG 03 01 Procedure for issuing licenses for use of PEFC trademarks 
SG 04 01 Procedures for addressing disputes and complaints 
SG 05 01 Requirements for group certification 

ABNT  

The Association of Technical Standards of Brazil (ABNT) stands as a private, non-governmental, non-
profit organization dedicated to the development of standards spanning all sectors within Brazil. It is 
the sole nationally recognized entity for standardization in the nation. Furthermore, ABNT serves as 
Brazil's representative in pertinent international and regional forums, and also functions as a 
certification authority. The establishment of Brazilian standards is undertaken either through the 
specialized technical committees of ABNT or via sectorial standardization bodies (ONS) to which 
ABNT provides accreditation. 

The primary mandate of ABNT is to orchestrate, direct, and oversee the formulation of Brazil's 
national technical standards. It is noteworthy that ABNT is a foundational member of the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the Pan American Technical Standards 
Commission (COPANT), and the Mercosur Standards Association (AMN). ABNT holds the 
responsibility for disseminating Brazilian Standards (ABNT NBR), which are formulated by its 
Technical Committees: Brazilian committees (ABNT/CB), industry-specific standardization entities 
(ABNT/ONS), and its exclusive study committees (ABNT/CEE). 

ABNT oversees the formulation of all National Standards, which are created based on voluntary 
consensus. The standardization efforts of ABNT are undertaken by its Brazilian Technical Panels and 
specialized standards organizations. Every stakeholder is invited to contribute to these panels to 
align the interests of producers, end-users, governmental bodies, and the scientific community. In 
establishing its standards, ABNT ensures broad agreement, considering the principles outlined in the 
WTO/TBT/ Code of Best Practices for Standardization. 

As a founding member of ISO, ABNT adheres to ISO norms in standard development, including ISO / 
IEC Directives Part 1.  

It should be noted that although PEFC Brazil manages the scheme, it is ABNT that remains the 
standardizing body. PEFC Brazil can and does play a significant role in standard development and the 
revision of standards, its role in standard development is limited.  

ABNT Brazil: standards and documents 

Code : Version Document 
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ABNT ISO/IEC Guide 2  Normalization and related activities: General terminology 

ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1 Avaliação de conformidade – Requisitos para organismos que 
fornecem auditoria e certificação de sistemas de gestão Parte 1: 
requisitos 

ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065 Avaliação da conformidade - Requisitos para organismos de 
certificação de produtos, processos e serviços 

ABNT NBR 14789  

 

Forest management – Principles, criteria, and indicators for 
planted forests 

ABNT NBR 15789  

 

Forest management – Principles, criteria, and indicators for 
native forests 

ABNT NBR 16789  

 

Forest management – Guidelines for implementing ABNT NBR 
14789 

ABNT NBR 15753  

 

Forest management – Guidelines for implementing ABNT NBR 
15789 

ABNT NBR 14793  

 

Guidelines for forest auditing - Auditing procedures - 
Qualification criteria for forest auditors 

ABNT NBR ISO 19011  Guidelines for management system audits 
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5. STANDARD SETTING PROCEDURES  

This chapter presents a detailed assessment of the standard setting procedures against PEFC ST 
1001:2017, Standard Setting, for the development of the forest management standard. It contains a 
detailed assessment of the standard setting procedures compliance or non-compliance with the 
PEFC Council requirements as set out in PEFC ST 1001:2017.  

Background 

Technical standards for PEFC Brasil (formerly CERFLOR) have been developed by ABNT. Any standard 
to be developed by ABNT begins with a request to ABNT from any party. The appropriateness of a 
request is evaluated by ABNT. If deemed viable, the matter is presented to the relevant Technical 
Committee for integration into the specific standardization agenda of that sector. In the absence of 
an existing Technical Committee for the issue, ABNT possesses the discretion to establish a new one. 

Upon approval of the request, it undergoes extensive deliberations among the Technical 
Committees and various national stakeholders, aiming to achieve agreement, culminating in a draft 
standard. 

This draft is then opened for public review by ABNT, ensuring transparency and allowing all 
interested parties to scrutinize and provide feedback on the proposed standard. This public review 
process is facilitated online, accessible at: www.abnt.org.br/consultanacional/. Moreover, 
announcements of draft standards up for review are also disseminated through the Federal Official 
Gazette (DOU), the official online portal of the Brazilian administration. 

During this phase, individuals or organizations can offer their insights, recommendations, or even 
advocate for the dismissal of the draft. Feedback is thoroughly examined by the originating Study 
Committee, which convenes to weigh the comments shared. Constructive feedback is integrated 
into the draft, which, upon finalization, is endorsed and issued by ABNT as a Brazilian Standard, 
identified by the abbreviation ABNT NBR followed by a unique sequence number. 

The technical committee for the sustainable forest management standards in ABNT CEE-103 -- CEE-
103 – Comissão de Estudo Especial de Manejo Florestal. This is the permanent working group for the 
standards ABNT NBR 14790 and ABNT NBR 15790. 

Standard-Setting Procedures 

Relevant standard setting procedures are set out in the ABNT procedural documentation as follows:  

PI/DT 00.00.01  Terminology 

PI/DT 00.00.02 Document Preparation and Revision (describes the procedures for 
the preparation and revision of standards) 

PI/DT 00.00.07 Study Committee Operation (operational procedures for the Study 
Committee) 

PI/DT 00.00.10  Standardization Process (describes the standardization process) 

http://www.abnt.org.br/consultanacional/
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PI/DT 00.00.11  Interested Parties (contains procedures for identifying stakeholders)  
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Requirement 5.1 The standardising body has written procedures for standard-setting 
activities describing: 

The standardizing body is the ABNT. ABNT has written procedures describing  

a) its legal status and organizational structure:  

Legally, ABNT operates as a civil association, meaning it is composed of individuals or companies 
gathered for a non-profit purpose, in this case, the creation and regulation of technical standards. It 
represents Brazil in international standardization activities. 

Its legal status is described at Resolução CONMETRO nº 07, de 24 de Agosto de 1992, and in its 
corporate statutes.  

ABNT appoints different Study Commissions (consensus building body) for different standards. The 
structure of this appointment is described at ABNT PI/DT 00.00.07. The procedures for this 
establishment are described at ABNT PI_DT_00.00.10_Flow.  

ABNT Study Comission CEE-103 Forest Management for standard-setting process and standards 
review/revision. The national governing body (NGB) is IPMF (PEFC Brasil), which is a member of the 
ABNT Study Comission CEE-103 Forest Management. 

The procedure for the formal adoption of the standard is at PI/DT 00.00.02, 7.4. The standard is 
formally approved and adopted by the Gerência do Processo de Normalização (ABNT/DT/GPR) after 
a process of consultation.  

(b) procedures for keeping documented information 

The procedures are described at ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 6.1. The ABNT Code provided 
indicates an aspect of maintaining information. The document more broadly contains specific 
procedures for documented information, including specific procedures for meeting minutes, etc., 
e.g. the appointment of the Coordinator and Secretary, who must review and record 
correspondence, for example. 

(c) procedures for balanced representation of stakeholders 

The ABNT document conforms to the requirements at PI/DT 00.00.11 - Study Commission- 
Identification of stakeholders and ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – operation. 

The procedures for the requirements conform with the requirements.  

(d) the standard-setting process 

The procedures for the standard-setting process are described in the normative document at ABNT – 
Code – PI/DT 00.00.02 – ABNT Technical document – Development and review and revision. 

(e) the mechanism for reaching consensus;  

The mechanism for reaching consensus is described in PI/DT 00.00.07 7.4 

(f) review and revision of standard(s)/normative document(s). 
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Review and revision of documents is described at PI/DT 00.00.02 10. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5.1.2 The standardising body shall make its standard-setting procedures publicly available 
and shall review its standard-setting procedures regularly. The review shall consider 
feedback from stakeholders 

ABNT, as the standardizing body, makes its standard-setting procedures available via the ABNT 
website, and specifically ABNT follows ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1 Procedures for the technical work — 
Consolidated ISO Supplement — Procedures specific to ISO for standard development. This directive 
specifies systematic reviews every five years. The directive requires that feedback from stakeholders 
is considered.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5.2.1 The standardising body shall keep documented information relevant to the standard-
setting and review process. Evidence of compliance with the requirements of this standard 
and the standardising body’s own procedures includes: 

ABNT utilizes an online platform, ABNT Livelink, which maintains all records associated with working 
groups, including CEE 103. The documentation requirement are described at PI/DT 00.00.07 6.1 h:  

- Creation and alteration questionnaire approved by the Technical Council (ABNT/CT); 
- Internal notice of reactivation made available to ABNT/CT; 
- invitations distributed to identified Stakeholders; 
- meeting guest relations; 
- EC work program; 
- Meeting Minutes; 
- attendance lists; 
- representation letters; 
- Base Texts and Projects; 
- other documents related to the process; 

(a) Standard-setting procedures, 

The ABNT PI/DT 00.00.02 document describes the standard setting procedures required for the 
standard. 

(b) Stakeholder identification mapping, 

See PI/DT 00.00.07 6.1 h.  

(c) Contacted and/or invited stakeholders 

The ABNT PI/DT 00.00.07 document describes the standard setting procedures required for 
stakeholder identification mapping.  
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(d) Stakeholders involved in standard-setting activities including participants in each working group 
meeting, 

PI/DT 00.00.07 conforms with the requirements for the process.  

(e) Feedback received and a synopsis of how feedback was addressed 

PI/DT 00.00.07, item 4.8 requires that the feedback be received and collated; PI/DT 00.00.02 7.4.6 
has a procedure for addressing any feedback. 

(f) All drafts and final versions of the standard 

All draft versions of the standards have been provided by PEFC Brazil. 

(g) Outcomes from working group considerations 

PI/DT 00.00.07 establishes procedures for establishing working groups and the consideration of their 
outcomes.  

(h) Evidence of consensus on the final version of the standard(s), 

PI/DT 00.00.07 establishes procedures for gaining consensus and recording evidence of consensus.  

(i) Evidence relating to the review process, and 

PI/DT 00.00.00.02 7.5.1.2 requires that in the instance of a National Consultation Review Meeting, 
that any material be recorded and tabulated accordingly.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

Requirement 5.2.2 Documented information shall be kept until completion of the next 
review or revision of the standard to which they refer. Otherwise the documented 
information must be kept for a minimum of five years after publication of the standard. 

PI/DT 00.00.07 6 meets the PEFC procedural requirements for the retention of information for five 
years. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

Requirement 5.2.3 Documented information shall be available to interested parties upon 
request 

Documented information is available on request via ABNT and through joining the Consultation 
Group, which is open. The documentation accessible includes standards and standard development 
processes. This is also included in IPMF procedural documentation.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

OBSERVATION 
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The IPFM should facilitate access to the ABNT documentation; the process of accessing that 
information cannot be considered straightforward, i.e. it requires understanding that the IPMF is the 
NGB and that the ABNT is the standardizing body. 

Requirement 5.3.1 The standardizing body shall establish procedure(s) for dealing with any 
substantial and process complaints and appeals relating to its standard-setting activities. 
It must make procedure(s) accessible to stakeholders. Upon receipt of a complaint or 
appeal, the standardizing body shall: a) acknowledge receipt of the complaint or appeal to 
the complainant, b) gather and verify all necessary information to validate the complaint 
or appeal, evaluate the subject matter of the complaint or appeal impartially and 
objectively, and make a decision regarding the complaint or appeal, and c) formally 
communicate the decision on the complaint or appeal to the complainant and describe the 
handling process 

The standardizing body – rather than the Technical Committee -- establishes procedures for dealing 
with substantive complaints and appeals related to standard-setting activities.  

The activities of ABNT (as the standardizing body) are regulated nationally by INMETRO, which has 
established procedures for complaints and resolutions for standard-setting processes under the 
INEMTRO Ombudsman.  

Normative Instruction OGU/CGU No. 05/2018 establishes guidelines for the operation of the 
Ombudsman, and requires that the Ombudsman operate under ISO 9000, ISO 9001 and ISO 10002, 
which specifically deals with complaints. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

Requirement 5.3.2 The standardizing body shall establish at least one contact point for 
enquiries, complaints and appeals relating to its standard-setting activities. The contact 
point shall be easy to access and readily available 

There is no procedural document to ensure that a contact point that has been provided.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

6.1.1 For the creation of a new standard, the standardizing body shall develop a proposal 
including: a) the scope of the standard, b) justification of the need for the standard, c) a 
clear description of the intended outcomes, d) a risk assessment of potential negative 
impacts arising from implementing the standard, such as; • factors that could affect the 
achievement of the outcomes negatively, • unintended consequences of implementation,• 
actions to address the identified risks, and e) a description of the stages of standard 
development and their expected timetable. 

A proposal for a new standard is referred to as a new work item (NIT), in line with ISO Directives Part 
1. It is defined in the procedural documentation (PI/DT 00.00.11) as containing the scope of the 
proposal. ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 Annex C as a normative document for NITs. This includes 
justification (C.4.4, C.4.13), impacts on existing work and negative consequences (C.4.7).  

http://www.cgu.gov.br/sobre/legislacao/arquivos/instrucoes-normativas/in-cgu-ogu-05-2018.pdf/view
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ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

6.1.2 For the revision of a standard the proposal shall cover at least (a) and (e) of clause 
6.1.1. 

The standards require that a revision must effectively follow all the proposal requirements of a new 
work item (NIT), as outlined above.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.2.1 The standardizing body shall identify stakeholders relevant to the 
objectives and scope of the standard-setting activities by means of a stakeholder 
identification mapping exercise. It shall define which stakeholder groups are relevant to 
the subject matter and why. For each stakeholder group the standardizing body shall 
identify the likely key issues, key stakeholders, and which means of communication would 
be best to reach them.  

The procedures for identifying stakeholders are clear and described at PI/DT 00.00.11.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

6.2.2 Identification of stakeholder groups shall be based on nine major stakeholder groups 
as defined by Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. At least the following groups shall be 
included in the stakeholder mapping: • forest owners, • business and industry, • 
indigenous people, • non-government organizations, • scientific and technological 
community, • workers and trade unions 

The procedures  in PI/DT 00.00.11 do not identify stakeholder groups based on the Agenda 21 
document. The following groups are not included:  Indigenous people, non-government 
organisations, scientific and technological community, workers and trade unions. However, the PEFC 
Brazil SG 7.01 document requires the identification of these stakeholders at 7.2.2. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

Requirement 6.2.3 The standardizing body shall identify disadvantaged stakeholders and 
key stakeholders and address any constraints to their participation in standard-setting 
activities. 

The procedural document states that participation must consider balanced representation for 
disadvantaged stakeholders. It therefore implies they are identified. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.3.1 The standardizing body shall make a public announcement of the start 
of the standard-setting process and include an invitation to stakeholders to participate in 
the process. The announcement shall be made in a timely manner through suitable media, 
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as appropriate, to give stakeholders an opportunity for meaningful contributions. The 
announcement and invitation shall include: a) overview of the standard-setting process, b) 
access to the proposal for the standard (refer to 6.1), c) information about opportunities 
for stakeholders to participate in the process, d) requests to stakeholders to nominate 
their representative(s) or themselves to the working group (refer to 6.4). The request to 
disadvantaged stakeholders and key stakeholders shall be made in a manner that ensures 
that the information reaches intended recipients and in a format that is easy to 
understand, e) explicit invitation and clear instruction on how to submit feedback on the 
scope and standard-setting process, and f) access to the standard-setting procedures 

The requirement for the public announcement is provided at “5.4 After review and validation, 
ABNT/DT/GPP shall publicize the NIT electronically for public knowledge” but this does not contain a 
reference to suitable media. The requirement also does not state that an invitation must be 
included, nor that any of the requirements from (a) to (f) are in place. 

However, SG 07 also provides requirements for the announcement that meet the PEFC 
requirements.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

6.3.2 The standardising body shall review the standard-setting process based on feedback 
received in response to the public announcement 

PI/DT 00.00.02 contains the procedures for the review of the standard setting process within in 
response to the public announcement on the commencement of the process.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.1 The standardizing body shall establish a permanent or temporary 
working group or adjust the composition of an already existing working group based on 
nominations it received. Acceptance and refusal of nominations shall be justified in 
relation to the requirements for balanced representation of the working group, 
considerations of an appropriate gender balance, relevance of the organization, an 
individual’s competence, an individual’s relevant experience and resources available for 
standard-setting. 

The permanent or working group to oversee the standard development is the Special Commission 
on Forest Management Studies (ABNT/CEE-103). Access to the CEE is open to any registered 
participant.  

See also: ISO Directives Part 1: “SI.5.2 Registered participants Any organization may register as a 
participant in a workshop, and participation will be open to the registered participants only. 
Participants are not required to be appointed by the ISO member body in their country. The 
workshop secretariat, Chair and proposer shall endeavour to ensure that the broadest range of 
interests is represented in any workshop and that there is an appropriate balance of representation. 
If needed, this may require that some limitation be placed on participation (for example, no more 
than two registered participants from the same corporate body or organization).” 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.2 The working group shall: a) have balanced representation and decision-
making by stakeholder categories, relevant to the subject matter and geographical scope 
of the standard, where no single concerned stakeholder group can dominate, nor be 
dominated in the process, and b) include stakeholders with expertise relevant to the 
subject matter of the standard, those that affected by the standard, and those that can 
influence implementation of the standard. The affected stakeholders shall be represented 
in an appropriate proportion among participants. 

The requirements within PI DT 00.00.07 state that the SC Coordinator must seek balance within the 
group, and this implies that no group should dominate. The procedures do not stipulate that the 
procedures meet the requirements of (b), or that the procedures require that the “affected 
stakeholders shall be represented in an appropriate proportion.”  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.3 In order to achieve balanced representation, the standardizing body 
shall strive to have all identified stakeholder groups (refer to 6.2) represented. The 
standardizing body shall set targets for the participation of key stakeholders and 
proactively seek their participation by using outreach such as (but not limited to) personal 
emails, phone calls, meeting invitations etc. Note: When a stakeholder group is not 
represented and key stakeholders cannot be encouraged to participate, the standardizing 
body may consider alternative options.  

The requirements to seek balance in PD 00.00.07 imply that the standardizing body strives to have 
all identified groups represented. However, there is no procedure for setting targets nor actively 
seeking participation. The procedures include options for receiving information from non-members 
of the working groups.  

SG-07 also includes stipulations that the Working Group shall be balanced; the NGB can in this 
regard have an influence over the makeup of the WG via the open nature of the CEE system, but this 
is not a target by the standardizing body. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

Requirement 6.4.4 Activities of the working group shall be organized in an open and 
transparent manner where: a) working drafts shall be available to all members of the 
working group, b) all members of the working group shall be given meaningful 
opportunities to contribute to the development or revision of the standard and to provide 
feedback on working drafts, and c) feedback and views given by any member of the 
working group shall be considered in an open and transparent way where the outcome of 
these considerations is recorded.  

PI/DT 00.00.07 4.8 conforms to the PEFC requirements. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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Requirement 6.4.5 The decision of the working group to recommend the final draft for 
formal approval shall be taken on the basis of consensus. In order to determine whether 
there is any sustained opposition, the working group can utilize the following methods: a) 
face-to face meeting(s) where there is a verbal yes/no vote, a show of hands for a yes/no 
vote; a statement on consensus from the Chair when there are no dissenting voices or 
hands (votes); a formal ballot, etc., b) telephone conference meeting(s) where there is a 
verbal yes/no vote, c) e-mail request to the working group for agreement or objection 
where the members provide a formal (written) response (vote), or d) combinations of 
these methods.  

The references provided at PI_DT_00.00.07 indicate that all deliberations are taken by consensus.  

ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 as a normative document, which states on the definition of 
consensus at 2.5.6. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.6 Where a vote is used in decision-making, the standard-setting 
procedures shall determine and include decision-making thresholds that quantifies 
consensus. The threshold must be consistent with the consensus definition (refer to 3.1). 
However, a majority vote cannot override sustained opposition in order to achieve 
consensus.  

The document for procedures -- PI_DT_00.00.07 – indicates that voting is not used, and also that a 
mechanism is established for quorum. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.7 When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue 
shall be resolved using the following methods: a) finding a compromise through discussion 
and negotiation on the disputed issue within the working group, b) finding a compromise 
through direct negotiation between the stakeholder(s) making the objection and other 
stakeholders with different views on the disputed issue, c) additional round(s) of public 
consultation (if necessary) where further stakeholder input can help to achieve consensus 
on unresolved issues. The standardizing body determines the scope and duration of any 
additional public consultation.  

The references provided at PI_DT_00.00.07 indicate that all deliberations are taken by consensus. 
Drafts are approved when there are no further comments on a draft.  

ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 as a normative document, which states on the definition of 
consensus at 2.5.6: (see above). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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Requirement 6.4.8 When a substantial issue cannot be resolved and sustained opposition 
persists, the standardizing body shall initiate dispute resolution in accordance with its 
procedures for impartial and objective action.  

The references provided at PI_DT_00.00.07 indicate that all deliberations are taken by consensus. 
Drafts are approved when there are no further comments on a draft.  

ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 as a normative document, which states on the definition of 
consensus at 2.5.6: (see above). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.5.1 The standardizing body shall organize public consultation on the 
enquiry draft and shall ensure that: a) the start and the end dates of public consultation 
are announced in a timely manner through suitable media, Note: In a timely manner 
means (at the latest) the day before the start of public consultation. b) a direct invitation 
to comment on the enquiry draft is sent to each stakeholder identified by stakeholder 
identification mapping (refer to 6.2) aiming for a balanced participation of stakeholder 
groups, c) invitations are sent to disadvantaged and key stakeholders by methods that 
ensure they reach recipients and are easy to understand, d) the enquiry draft is made 
publicly available, e) public consultation is for at least 60 days, f) all feedback is 
considered by the working group in an objective manner, and g) a synopsis of feedback is 
compiled for each material issue, including the outcome of considering the issue. The 
synopsis is made publicly available (e.g. on a website) and is sent to each 
stakeholder/party that gave feedback.  

The ABNT documentation meets the requirements at PI/DT 00.00.07 with the exception of 

- The procedure document PI/DT 00.00.07 contains requirements for a public (national) 
consultation. The requirements do not state that the announcement should be made in 
suitable media.  

- The procedure document PI/DT 00.00.02 states that invitations should be sent to email 
addresses on the National Consultation site. 

- There is no stipulation that any disadvantaged stakeholders will be reached via methods 
applicable to them. 

However, SG 07 7.5 also includes requirements that meet the PEFC standard.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

Requirement 6.5.2 For new standards the standardizing body shall organize a second 
round of public consultation lasting at least 30 days.  

Procedures: The requirements at PI/DT 00.00.02  7.3.3 state that “The deadline for National 
Consultation on Draft Standards is 60 days” and at 7.4.8 that this will be circulated again for National 
Consultation following the same procedures. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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6.6 Pilot testing The standardizing body shall organize pilot testing of new standard(s) to 
assess the clarity, auditability and feasibility of the requirements. The working group shall 
consider the outcome of pilot testing. Note: Pilot testing is not required for revision of an 
existing standard when experience from its usage can substitute for pilot testing.  

Requirements for pilot testing are at SG 07 7.6; this is organized by the NGB and is not a requirement 
of the ABNT process.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.1 Formal approval of standards The standardizing body shall approve the 
standard(s)/normative document(s) formally when there is evidence of consensus among 
the working group.  

ABNT code PI/DT 00.00.07 states that the document is only approved once there is no further 
feedback from the National Consultation and the National Consultation Review meeting (7.5); the 
standard then moves to 8. Approval and Publication. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.2.1 The formally approved standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be 
published and made publicly available at no cost within 14 days of approval, or as 
otherwise defined by the standardizing body.  

Procedures: This is descrbied at Procedure: PI DT 000010 Flow Section 4.6 Publication of ABNT 
Technical Document and Annex A - Steps. Publication is 12 days after validation. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.2.2 Standard(s) shall include: a) identification and contact information for 
the standardizing body, b) official language of the standard, c) a note that when there is 
inconsistency between versions, the English version of the standard as endorsed by the 
PEFC Council is the reference. d) The approval date and the date of next periodic review 
Note: The date of next periodic review may be within a shorter period than five years 
based on (for example) stakeholder expectations or other foreseen developments.  

Procedures: Specifications for ABNT documents are at /PI-DT-00.00.08 and in ABNT Directiva Part 2; 
this addresses on all standards on p(ii) of the documentation; however, other information is not 
included or required on the documentation.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

Requirement 7.2.3 Printed copies shall be made available upon request at a price that 
covers no more than administrative costs (if any).  

SG 07 states that 8.2.4 Printed copies shall be made available upon request at a price that covers no 
more than administrative cost. 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.2.4 The standardizing body shall make the development report (refer to 
PEFC GD 1007) publicly available.  

SG 07 states: 8.2.5 IPMF shall make the development report (refer to PEFC GD 1007) publicly 
available. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.1 General The standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be reviewed at 
intervals that do not exceed a five-year period. The review shall be based on consideration 
of feedback received during the standard’s implementation and a gap analysis. If 
necessary, a stakeholder consultation shall be organized to obtain further feedback and 
input.  

There is a procedural reference that states that five-year period must be observed at SG 07 9.1.  

The references provided at PI/DT 00.00.02, item 10 do not describe the review process but a gap 
analysis is implied.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.2.1 The standardizing body shall establish and maintain a permanent 
mechanism for collecting and recording feedback on a standard. This mechanism shall be 
accessible on the website of the standardizing body and/or PEFC National Governing Body 
with clear directions for providing feedback. Note: Feedback can be sent in various 
formats: comments, requests for clarification and/or interpretation, complaints, etc.  

The requirements at 10.2 establish a request for reviews, but they do not have procedures that 
stipulate that the standardizing body shall establish and maintain a mechanism for maintaining 
feedback. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.2.2 All feedback received through all channels, including meetings, training 
courses, etc. shall be recorded and considered.  

The procedural requirement is stipulated at SG 07.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.3.1 At the start of a review, the standardizing body shall evaluate the 
standard against appropriate PEFC International standards, national laws and regulations, 
and other relevant standards to identify potential gaps in the standard.  

This requirement is stated at SG 07 9.3. It is also implied in the justification for revisions to the 
standard of the establishment of a new standard.  
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ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.3.2 The standardizing body shall consider the latest scientific knowledge, 
research and relevant emerging issues.  

The requirement is stipulated at SG 07 9.3.2. 

 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.4.1 Where the feedback and the gap analysis do not identify a need to 
revise the standard, the standardizing body shall organize stakeholder consultation to 
determine whether stakeholders see a need for revising the standard. The standardizing 
body shall include the gap analysis in the stakeholder consultation.  

The requirement is stipulated at SG 07: 9.4.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.4.2 At the start of a review, the standardizing body shall update the 
stakeholder identification mapping (refer to clause 6.2).  

This requirement is stipulated at 9.4.2: At the start of a review, IPMF and ABNT shall update the 
stakeholder identification mapping. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.4.3 The standardizing body shall organize: a) a public consultation period 
of at least 30 days (following the requirements of clause 6.5.1) and/or, b) stakeholder 
meetings.  

PI_DT_00.00.02 requires that the revision process follow the same processes of a standard 
development (see 10.2.2) as a New Work Item (NIT), including draft text, approval by the WG, 
consultation, and approval, as defined above.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.4.4 The standardizing body shall announce the review in a timely manner 
(refer to 6.3).  

PI_DT_00.00.02 requires that the revision process follow the same processes of a standard 
development (see 10.2.2) as a New Work Item (NIT), including draft text, approval by the WG, 
consultation, and approval, as defined above. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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Requirement 8.5.1 Based on the feedback received during the period of a standard’s 
implementation, the outcome of the gap analysis and the consultations, the standardizing 
body shall decide whether to reaffirm the standard or whether a revision of the standard 
is necessary.  

PI_DT_00.00.02 requires that the revision process follow the same processes of a standard 
development (see 10.2.2) as a New Work Item (NIT), including draft text, approval by the WG, 
consultation, and approval, as defined above. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.5.2 The decision shall be made at the highest decision-making level of the 
standardizing body  

The revision takes place automatically and the the CEE level, in line with ABNT requirements; this is 
the only body that can decide upon a revision.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.5.3 Where the decision is to reaffirm a standard, the standardizing body 
shall provide a justification for the decision and make the justification publicly available.  

All ABNT/CEE documentation and decisionmaking is recorded on the ABNT LiveLink platform. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.5.4 Where the decision is to revise the standard, the standardizing body 
shall specify the type of revision (normal or editorial revision).  

The decision to revise a standard for editorial purposes is determined at PI/DT 00.00.02 9.1. The 
requirements state that the decision to make an editorial revision must be recorded and 
acknowledged in the ABNT Livelink platform.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 9.1 Normal revision Procedures for revision of standard(s)/normative 
document(s) shall conform to those stated in section 6. A normal revision can occur at the 
periodic review, or between periodic reviews, but does not include editorial revisions and 
time-critical revisions.  

This is stipulated at PI/DT 00.00.02 “10.2.1.3 If the EC decides to issue an Amendment Project, it 
must prepare the Base Text of the Amendment, limiting itself to the exact indication of what should 
be changed in the original text, following the elaboration process described in Sections 5 to 8.” 

According to PI/DT 00.00.02, item 9, when spelling, typographical, editorial, or grammatical errors 
are found in a published ABNT Technical Document, Errata can be issued, identifying the corrections 
to be made. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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Requirement 9.2 Editorial revision Editorial revisions can be made without triggering the 
normal revision process. The standardizing body shall approve the editorial changes 
formally and publish an amendment or a new edition of the standard.  

The decision to revise a standard for editorial purposes is determined at PI/DT 00.00.02 9.1. The 
requirements state that the decision to make an editorial revision must be recorded and 
acknowledged in the ABNT Livelink platform.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 9.3.1 A time-critical revision is a revision between two periodic reviews using 
a fast-track process.  

PI/DT 00.00.02 10.2.1 describes amendments to the standard that do no justify a “total revision.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 9.3.2 A time-critical revision can be conducted only in the following 
situations: a) Change in national laws and regulations affecting compliance with PEFC 
International requirements b) Instruction by PEFC International to comply with specific or 
new PEFC requirements within a timescale that is too short for a normal revision.  

PI/DT 00.00.02 10 states that he Amendment is issued to change part of the ABNT Technical 
Document, as a result material fact that occurred after its publication and that, according to the 
author EC's criteria, does not justify its total revision. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 9.3.3 The time-critical revision shall follow these steps: a) The standardizing 
body shall draft the revised standard, b) The standardizing body may consult stakeholders, 
but it is not mandatory, c) The revised standard shall be approved formally at the highest 
appropriate decision-making level of the standardizing body, d) The standardizing body 
shall explain the justification for the urgent change(s) and make the justification publicly 
available.  

PI/DT 00.00.02 10 states that: 

- an Amendment must be registered with the Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS, and the numbering must be sequential by year of the Amendment. 

- it must prepare the Base Text of the Amendment, limiting itself to the exact indication of 
what should be changed in the original text, following the elaboration process described in 
Sections 5 to 8 

- The Amendment is published in the same format as the ABNT Technical Document to be 
amended, updating the ABNT Database, which is used by the various ABNT systems.. 

This includes justification for all changes, as per the normal requirements.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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Requirement 9.4.1 A revision shall define the application date and transition period of the 
revised standard(s)/ normative document(s).  

The transition period is defined in the PEFC Brazil procedure: SG 02.01 Requirements for CB auditing 
forest management and chain of custody: 

11. Transition Period 

a) If there are any revisions or significant changes to the standard upon which certification was 
issued, PEFC Brazil shall establish a new deadline for compliance with the new requirements. 

b) This transition period shall not exceed one year except in justified and exceptional circumstances, 
in which case implementation of the new version of the standard requires a longer period. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 

Requirement 9.4.2 An application date shall not be more than one year after the 
publication of the standard. This allows time for endorsement of the revised 
standard(s)/normative document(s), introduction of change(s), information dissemination 
and training.  

Requirement 9.4.3 The transition period shall not exceed one year. The standardizing body 
may determine a longer period when justified by exceptional circumstances  

The exceptional circumstances for PEFC Brasil are the transition of the NGB from CERFLOR to the 
newly formed PEFC Brasil / IPMF 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCEDURES): CONFORMS 
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6. STANDARD SETTING PROCESS  

This chapter presents a detailed assessment of the standard setting process against PEFC ST 
1001:2017, Standard Setting, for the development of the forest management standard. It contains a 
detailed assessment of the standard setting process compliance or non-compliance with the PEFC 
Council requirements as set out in PEFC ST 1001:2017. 

Standard Setting process 

The following establishes a timeline for the revision of the standard by CEE-103 

31/1/2019  Document: ATA DA 1ª REUNIÃO/2019 

CEE-103 takes the decision to revise the two standards based on changes to the 
PEFC standards 

A total of 10 EC meetings are held between this date and the approval of the draft 
standard.  

13/2/2019 Document: NIT Invitation 14789 / 15789 

Invitations are sent to interested stakeholders to participate in the EC (Working 
Group for the standard revision 

9/5/2019 Document: ATA_1a_reuniao_GT_FN_09_05_19 

  First meeting of the  Native Forestry (15789) Working Group 

  A total of 31 meeetings are held until 11/4/2020 

24/5/2019 Document: ABNT-CEE-103_Memoria 1ª reunião GT plantadas CERFLOR_20190524 

  First meeting of the Plantations (14789) Working Group  

  A total of 23 Working Group meetings are held until July 16 2020 

6/11/2020 Minutes 5ª Reunião_2020-11-06 

The CEE-103 approves both the revised draft standards for national consultation  

17/11/2020 National consultation commences 

18/1/2021 National consultation ends 

28/1/2021 Minutes 1ª Reunião_2021-01-28 

CEE-103 considers feedback from the national consultation process 

26/2/2021 Minutes_2021-02-26 

CEE-103 makes alterations to the standard based on the national consultation and 
forwards standard for final approval and publication by ABNT.  
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Process documentation 

ABNT utilizes an online platform, ABNT Livelink, which maintains all records associated with working 
groups, including CEE 103. This online platform is publicly accessible to any interested party The 
documentation requirements are described at PI/DT 00.00.07 6.1 h:  

- Creation and alteration questionnaire approved by the Technical Council (ABNT/CT); 
- Internal notice of reactivation made available to ABNT/CT; 
- invitations distributed to identified Stakeholders; 
- meeting guest relations; 
- EC work program; 
- Meeting Minutes; 
- attendance lists; 
- representation letters; 
- Base Texts and Projects; 
- other documents related to the process; 

IPMF has provided most of the records associated with the CEE-103 process. This includes:  

- Invitations, minutes and attendance records of all committee and working group meetings 
(more than 53 meetings).  

All iterations of the two draft standards (a total of 56 drafts). 

5.2.1 The standardising body shall keep documented information relevant to the standard-
setting and review process. Evidence of compliance with the requirements of this standard 
and the standardising body’s own procedures includes: 

(a) Standard-setting procedures, 

The process documentation for the procedures has been provided for the standards proposals, 
announcements, invitations, working ground minutes and public consultations.  

(b) Stakeholder identification mapping, 

The full documentation for stakeholder identification has been provided according to the 
requirements under documentation group ABNT CEE 103.  

(c) Contacted and/or invited stakeholders 

The process documentation indicates that the stakeholders have been identified and contacted; a 
full list of identified and contacted stakeholders has been provided by IPFM.  

(d) Stakeholders involved in standard-setting activities including participants in each working group 
meeting, 

Evidence provided with regards to meeting minutes records the participation of stakeholders 
involved in standard setting activities. 

(e) Feedback received and a synopsis of how feedback was addressed 
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PEFC Brazil has provided all documentation relating to the review and the feedback processes. 

(f) All drafts and final versions of the standard 

All draft versions of the standards have been provided by PEFC Brazil. 

(g) Outcomes from working group considerations 

The SC established two working groups to revise ABNT NBR 14789:2012 (Manejo florestal 
sustentável - Princípios, critérios e indicadores para plantações florestais) [Sustainable forest 
management - Principles, criteria, and indicators for native forests] and ABNT NBR 15789:2013 
(Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, critérios e indicadores para florestas nativas). The 
outcomes of the working groups have been provided and considered. 

(h) Evidence of consensus on the final version of the standard(s), 

The consensus process is recorded at Ata_Especial_2021-02-26.pdf 

(i) Evidence relating to the review process, and 

References for the Review process are as follows:  

The special meeting of ABNT/CEE-103 to analyze the results of the National Consultation on the 
Draft Revisions for ABNT NBR 14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 was held on Feb/26/2021, with 27 
members participating. All the comments received were analyzed and the deliberations/alterations 
were agreed upon via consensus by the Commission. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

Requirement 5.2.2 Documented information shall be kept until completion of the next 
review or revision of the standard to which they refer. Otherwise the documented 
information must be kept for a minimum of five years after publication of the standard. 

Documented information for the current published standard has been retained.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

Requirement 5.2.3 Documented information shall be available to interested parties upon 
request 

The documented information is available upon request via the ABNT website and by joining the CEE 
103 stakeholder group.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

OBSERVATION 

The IPFM should facilitate access to the ABNT documentation; the process of accessing that 
information cannot be considered straightforward, i.e. it requires understanding that the IPMF is the 
NGB and that the ABNT is the standardizing body. 
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Requirement 5.3.1 The standardizing body shall establish procedure(s) for dealing with any 
substantial and process complaints and appeals relating to its standard-setting activities. 
It must make procedure(s) accessible to stakeholders. Upon receipt of a complaint or 
appeal, the standardizing body shall: a) acknowledge receipt of the complaint or appeal to 
the complainant, b) gather and verify all necessary information to validate the complaint 
or appeal, evaluate the subject matter of the complaint or appeal impartially and 
objectively, and make a decision regarding the complaint or appeal, and c) formally 
communicate the decision on the complaint or appeal to the complainant and describe the 
handling process 

The process documentation indicates no substantial complaints have been received.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

Requirement 5.3.2 The standardizing body shall establish at least one contact point for 
enquiries, complaints and appeals relating to its standard-setting activities. The contact 
point shall be easy to access and readily available 

The ABNT establishes a whistleblowing channel at: https://www.abnt.org.br/institucional/canal-de-
denuncia.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

6.1.1 For the creation of a new standard, the standardizing body shall develop a proposal 
including: a) the scope of the standard, b) justification of the need for the standard, c) a 
clear description of the intended outcomes, d) a risk assessment of potential negative 
impacts arising from implementing the standard, such as; • factors that could affect the 
achievement of the outcomes negatively, • unintended consequences of implementation,• 
actions to address the identified risks, and e) a description of the stages of standard 
development and their expected timetable. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): N/A 

6.1.2 For the revision of a standard the proposal shall cover at least (a) and (e) of clause 
6.1.1. 

The proposal for the revision was presented on January 19 2019 at the CEE 103 committee meeting. 
The presentation also included timetables for standard revision. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.2.1 The standardizing body shall identify stakeholders relevant to the 
objectives and scope of the standard-setting activities by means of a stakeholder 
identification mapping exercise. It shall define which stakeholder groups are relevant to 
the subject matter and why. For each stakeholder group the standardizing body shall 
identify the likely key issues, key stakeholders, and which means of communication would 
be best to reach them.  

https://www.abnt.org.br/institucional/canal-de-denuncia
https://www.abnt.org.br/institucional/canal-de-denuncia
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The process for stakeholder identification commenced with a review of stakeholders undertaken in 
2018, following ABNT procedures. Groups were identified as follows:  

Stakholder groups: Representative 
Scientific and technological community 88 
Financial institution 8 
Normalization 4 
NGB 5 
Government 55 
Accreditation 2 
Non-government organizations 46 
Forest owners 90 
Indigenous people 21 
Business and industry 302 
Certification bodies 51 
Workers and trade unions 14 

Email was considered the default form of communication; key stakeholders and key issues were not 
identified.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

6.2.2 Identification of stakeholder groups shall be based on nine major stakeholder groups 
as defined by Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. At least the following groups shall be 
included in the stakeholder mapping: • forest owners, • business and industry, • 
indigenous people, • non-government organizations, • scientific and technological 
community, • workers and trade unions 

The stakeholder mapping document (process) identifies stakeholders according to the PEFC 
requirements. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.2.3 The standardizing body shall identify disadvantaged stakeholders and 
key stakeholders and address any constraints to their participation in standard-setting 
activities. 

The stakeholder review process does not include any specific mention of disadvantaged 
stakeholders. However, the study does note that it specifically sought out to include a number of 
disadvantaged groups: PREMAVI, MST - Landless Rural Workers Movement, MIQCB - Interstate 
Movement of Coconut Babaçu Breakers, MPA - Small Farmers Movement, FETRAF - Federation of 
Workers and Workers in Family Agriculture of Santa Catarina, CTA - Center for Workers in the 
Amazon. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 
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Requirement 6.3.1 The standardizing body shall make a public announcement of the start 
of the standard-setting process and include an invitation to stakeholders to participate in 
the process. The announcement shall be made in a timely manner through suitable media, 
as appropriate, to give stakeholders an opportunity for meaningful contributions. The 
announcement and invitation shall include: a) overview of the standard-setting process, b) 
access to the proposal for the standard (refer to 6.1), c) information about opportunities 
for stakeholders to participate in the process, d) requests to stakeholders to nominate 
their representative(s) or themselves to the working group (refer to 6.4). The request to 
disadvantaged stakeholders and key stakeholders shall be made in a manner that ensures 
that the information reaches intended recipients and in a format that is easy to 
understand, e) explicit invitation and clear instruction on how to submit feedback on the 
scope and standard-setting process, and f) access to the standard-setting procedures 

The NITE invitation was sent on 13/2/2019 to the stakeholder list for revisions of both the native 
forest and plantations. The invitation included a timetable, with the projected first standard setting 
activity to occur on 4/3/2019. Noting:  

- Some information on the standard-setting process was included in the invitation, however, 
that information is limited. The invitation provides access to the ABNT Livelink system, which 
includes all information relating to the standard setting process; 

- Access to the proposal was not included in the invitation, however, that information is 
limited. The invitation provides access to the ABNT Livelink system, which includes all 
information relating to the standard setting process; 

- The invitation did not include a specific and explicit request on nomination matter, 
participation within the working groups was open; 

- The invitation and announcement does not include this information. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

6.3.2 The standardising body shall review the standard-setting process based on feedback 
received in response to the public announcement 

The process and base text were reviewed on both 31 January 2019 and 28 March 2019. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.1 The standardizing body shall establish a permanent or temporary 
working group or adjust the composition of an already existing working group based on 
nominations it received. Acceptance and refusal of nominations shall be justified in 
relation to the requirements for balanced representation of the working group, 
considerations of an appropriate gender balance, relevance of the organization, an 
individual’s competence, an individual’s relevant experience and resources available for 
standard-setting. 

As the procedures of the standardizing body require the working group to be open to self-
nomination and participation, no acceptance or refusal needed to be justified.  
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ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.2 The working group shall: a) have balanced representation and decision-
making by stakeholder categories, relevant to the subject matter and geographical scope 
of the standard, where no single concerned stakeholder group can dominate, nor be 
dominated in the process, and b) include stakeholders with expertise relevant to the 
subject matter of the standard, those that affected by the standard, and those that can 
influence implementation of the standard. The affected stakeholders shall be represented 
in an appropriate proportion among participants. 

Two working groups were developed for each standard, as noted above. For the Native Forests 
Working Group, the split between the groups was as follows:  

Scientific and technological community 5 

Government 5 

Accreditation  

Non-government organizations 2 

Indigenous people 1 

Business and industry 11 

Certification bodies 4 

Workers and trade unions 4 

For the Plantation Working Group, the split was as follows:  

Certification body 8 

Scientific technological community 3 

Business and industry 6 

Non-government organizations 5 

Workers and trade unions 1 

Standardizing body 1 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.3 In order to achieve balanced representation, the standardizing body 
shall strive to have all identified stakeholder groups (refer to 6.2) represented. The 
standardizing body shall set targets for the participation of key stakeholders and 
proactively seek their participation by using outreach such as (but not limited to) personal 
emails, phone calls, meeting invitations etc. Note: When a stakeholder group is not 
represented and key stakeholders cannot be encouraged to participate, the standardizing 
body may consider alternative options.  

There is no process documentation that indicates that the ABNT sought to proactively seek 
participation or that groups were actively encouraged to participate.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 
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Requirement 6.4.4 Activities of the working group shall be organized in an open and 
transparent manner where: a) working drafts shall be available to all members of the 
working group, b) all members of the working group shall be given meaningful 
opportunities to contribute to the development or revision of the standard and to provide 
feedback on working drafts, and c) feedback and views given by any member of the 
working group shall be considered in an open and transparent way where the outcome of 
these considerations is recorded.  

A record of all drafts uploaded to the Livelink platform has been provided across both working 
groups, including minutes of all working group meetings. Feedback on the views given within the 
group appears to have been undertaken in an open and transparent way; this has been noted. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.5 The decision of the working group to recommend the final draft for 
formal approval shall be taken on the basis of consensus. In order to determine whether 
there is any sustained opposition, the working group can utilize the following methods: a) 
face-to face meeting(s) where there is a verbal yes/no vote, a show of hands for a yes/no 
vote; a statement on consensus from the Chair when there are no dissenting voices or 
hands (votes); a formal ballot, etc., b) telephone conference meeting(s) where there is a 
verbal yes/no vote, c) e-mail request to the working group for agreement or objection 
where the members provide a formal (written) response (vote), or d) combinations of 
these methods.  

The recommendation for the final draft standard was made at the CEE Meeting on 6/11/2020. The 
minutes record that consensus was achieved on the draft.    

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.6 Where a vote is used in decision-making, the standard-setting 
procedures shall determine and include decision-making thresholds that quantifies 
consensus. The threshold must be consistent with the consensus definition (refer to 3.1). 
However, a majority vote cannot override sustained opposition in order to achieve 
consensus.  

The process documents indicate that the procedures were followed accordingly and there was no 
opposition. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.7 When there is sustained opposition to a substantial issue, the issue 
shall be resolved using the following methods: a) finding a compromise through discussion 
and negotiation on the disputed issue within the working group, b) finding a compromise 
through direct negotiation between the stakeholder(s) making the objection and other 
stakeholders with different views on the disputed issue, c) additional round(s) of public 
consultation (if necessary) where further stakeholder input can help to achieve consensus 
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on unresolved issues. The standardizing body determines the scope and duration of any 
additional public consultation.  

There does not appear to have been a sustained opposition from the process documents. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.4.8 When a substantial issue cannot be resolved and sustained opposition 
persists, the standardizing body shall initiate dispute resolution in accordance with its 
procedures for impartial and objective action.  

There does not appear to have been a sustained opposition from the process documents..  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 6.5.1 The standardizing body shall organize public consultation on the 
enquiry draft and shall ensure that: a) the start and the end dates of public consultation 
are announced in a timely manner through suitable media, Note: In a timely manner 
means (at the latest) the day before the start of public consultation. b) a direct invitation 
to comment on the enquiry draft is sent to each stakeholder identified by stakeholder 
identification mapping (refer to 6.2) aiming for a balanced participation of stakeholder 
groups, c) invitations are sent to disadvantaged and key stakeholders by methods that 
ensure they reach recipients and are easy to understand, d) the enquiry draft is made 
publicly available, e) public consultation is for at least 60 days, f) all feedback is 
considered by the working group in an objective manner, and g) a synopsis of feedback is 
compiled for each material issue, including the outcome of considering the issue. The 
synopsis is made publicly available (e.g. on a website) and is sent to each 
stakeholder/party that gave feedback.  

The process requirements have not been met 

- The public announcement of the consultation period in suitable media was 20 days following 
the commencement of the consultation period;  

- A partial record of email contact has been provided;  
- Email is the only form of contact considered.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

Requirement 6.5.2 For new standards the standardizing body shall organize a second 
round of public consultation lasting at least 30 days.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): NA 

6.6 Pilot testing The standardizing body shall organize pilot testing of new standard(s) to 
assess the clarity, auditability and feasibility of the requirements. The working group shall 
consider the outcome of pilot testing. Note: Pilot testing is not required for revision of an 
existing standard when experience from its usage can substitute for pilot testing.  
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ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): NA 

Requirement 7.1 Formal approval of standards The standardizing body shall approve the 
standard(s)/normative document(s) formally when there is evidence of consensus among 
the working group.  

No further feedback on the standard was received at the meeting on February 26, 2021, and the 
standard was considered approved.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.2.1 The formally approved standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be 
published and made publicly available at no cost within 14 days of approval, or as 
otherwise defined by the standardizing body.  

Documents are available at https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br at a cost of approximately EUR31. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.2.2 Standard(s) shall include: a) identification and contact information for 
the standardizing body, b) official language of the standard, c) a note that when there is 
inconsistency between versions, the English version of the standard as endorsed by the 
PEFC Council is the reference. d) The approval date and the date of next periodic review 
Note: The date of next periodic review may be within a shorter period than five years 
based on (for example) stakeholder expectations or other foreseen developments.  

Process: Address and contact details are included, however, other information is not included.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

Requirement 7.2.3 Printed copies shall be made available upon request at a price that 
covers no more than administrative costs (if any).  

SG 07 states that 8.2.4 Printed copies shall be made available upon request at a price that covers no 
more than administrative cost. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 7.2.4 The standardizing body shall make the development report (refer to 
PEFC GD 1007) publicly available.  

The development report is not publicly available.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

Requirement 8.1 General The standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be reviewed at 
intervals that do not exceed a five-year period. The review shall be based on consideration 
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of feedback received during the standard’s implementation and a gap analysis. If 
necessary, a stakeholder consultation shall be organized to obtain further feedback and 
input.  

A review process appears to have taken pace under the ABNT NBR review documents, “Review 
projects”. These projects appear to undertake a gap analysis. The scheme needs to provide evidence 
that a review process was followed in which feedback on the previous standard was considered as 
part of a review process.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.2.1 The standardizing body shall establish and maintain a permanent 
mechanism for collecting and recording feedback on a standard. This mechanism shall be 
accessible on the website of the standardizing body and/or PEFC National Governing Body 
with clear directions for providing feedback. Note: Feedback can be sent in various 
formats: comments, requests for clarification and/or interpretation, complaints, etc.  

The ABNT website has a feedback channel; the LiveLink channel is open to working groups, and this 
includes anyone seeking to register. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.2.2 All feedback received through all channels, including meetings, training 
courses, etc. shall be recorded and considered.  

All feedback via official channels has been recorded via the Livelink system.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.3.1 At the start of a review, the standardizing body shall evaluate the 
standard against appropriate PEFC International standards, national laws and regulations, 
and other relevant standards to identify potential gaps in the standard.  

In process, the CEE meeting minutes noted the changes in PEFC standards and international 
regulations in the revision process.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.3.2 The standardizing body shall consider the latest scientific knowledge, 
research and relevant emerging issues.  

In process, the standardizing body consulted with multiple research organisations and other experts.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.4.1 Where the feedback and the gap analysis do not identify a need to 
revise the standard, the standardizing body shall organize stakeholder consultation to 
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determine whether stakeholders see a need for revising the standard. The standardizing 
body shall include the gap analysis in the stakeholder consultation.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): N/A 

Requirement 8.4.2 At the start of a review, the standardizing body shall update the 
stakeholder identification mapping (refer to clause 6.2).  

The stakeholder mapping appears to have been updated; however, an indication of the update 
process, e.g. date of commencement of the update, should be provided.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

Requirement 8.4.3 The standardizing body shall organize: a) a public consultation period 
of at least 30 days (following the requirements of clause 6.5.1) and/or, b) stakeholder 
meetings.  

A public consultation of 60 days was undertaken, as noted above.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.4.4 The standardizing body shall announce the review in a timely manner 
(refer to 6.3).  

PI_DT_00.00.02 requires that the revision process follow the same processes of a standard 
development (see 10.2.2) as a New Work Item (NIT), including draft text, approval by the WG, 
consultation, and approval, as defined above. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.5.1 Based on the feedback received during the period of a standard’s 
implementation, the outcome of the gap analysis and the consultations, the standardizing 
body shall decide whether to reaffirm the standard or whether a revision of the standard 
is necessary.  

PI_DT_00.00.02 requires that the revision process follow the same processes of a standard 
development (see 10.2.2) as a New Work Item (NIT), including draft text, approval by the WG, 
consultation, and approval, as defined above. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 

Requirement 8.5.2 The decision shall be made at the highest decision-making level of the 
standardizing body  

The revision takes place automatically and the the CEE level, in line with ABNT requirements; this is 
the only body that can decide upon a revision.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): CONFORMS 
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Requirement 8.5.3 Where the decision is to reaffirm a standard, the standardizing body 
shall provide a justification for the decision and make the justification publicly available.  

All ABNT/CEE documentation and decisionmaking has been recorded and is on the ABNT LiveLink 
platform. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION (PROCESS): NA 

 

  



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 48 of 449 

7. FOREST MANAGEMENT STANDARD 

7.1 NATURAL FORESTS 

This section assesses of the forest certification standard(s) ABNT NBR 15789:2021  against PEFC ST 
1003, Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements.   

REQUIREMENT 4.1 GENERAL:  

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-
national forest management standards shall: 

a) include management and performance requirements that are applicable at the forest 
management unit level, or at another level as appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all 
requirements is achieved at the forest management unit level; 

The standard defines FMU at 2.42 “an area subject to evaluation of compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard, defined for the purpose of good management practices in social, 
environmental, and economic terms.” 

At 3, the standard states: “A criterion is considered to be implemented when compliance with its 
respective indicators is demonstrated. A principle is considered to be implemented when all of its 
respective criteria are confirmed to have been met. Finally, sustainable forest management 
according to this Standard is considered to be implemented when all the principles are confirmed to 
have been implemented.” 

However, the standard does not make the scope of the application clear to cover native forests or 
plantation forests. It is clear that under the Forest Code Law 12,651 of 2012), native forestry is only 
permitted once licensed by Sisnama (the regulator), and the granting of a Sustainable Forest 
Management Plan (PMFS -- Plano de Manejo Florestal Sustentável). The PMFS must meet certain 
criteria under Article 31.  

Planted forests are only permitted outside of Permanent Preservation Areas, and Legal Reserves 
(Article 32), and on agricultural land (e.g. Presidential Decree No. 8,375 OF December 11, 2014).  

Although Brazilian laws and regulation clearly define and differentiate plantation and native forestry, 
this should nonetheless be defined within the standard, and/or explained in system documentation 
to meet the requirements of 4.1 i) (see below).  

b) be clear, performance based and auditable; 

3.6.2 d) The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program 
in order to verify compliance with the requirements of this Standard. 

Indicator: d) evidence that the audit process is conducted in an objective and impartial 
manner. 
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3 also defines the overall structure of the principles, criteria and indicators. The structure of the 
standard follows this, with indicators that are clear, performance-based and auditable, and defined 
as with qualitative and quantitative. This is elaborated at 2.23 in the definition of indicator: 
“quantitative or qualitative parameter that makes it possible to objectively and unambiguously 
assess the characteristics of a forest ecosystem or related social system, or which describes 
elements of forest management and the productive processes conducted within this ecosystem.” 

c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the defined forest area who have an impact on 
achieving compliance with the requirements; 

3. The principles established in this Standard provide a reference for sustainable forest 
management. 

The principles are broken down into criteria, which express the conditions describe the states 
or dynamics of a forest ecosystem and the social system associated with it. 

Compliance with each criterion is determined by assessing compliance with a group of 
specific indicators, which can be quantitative or qualitative. 

In this way, a hierarchy of the principles, criteria, and indicators is defined (see Figure 1) that 
establishes monitoring and demonstrates good forest management and serves as a reference 
for assessing the quality of forest management. 

A criterion is considered to be implemented when compliance with its respective indicators is 
demonstrated. A principle is considered to be implemented when all of its respective criteria 
are confirmed to have been met. Finally, sustainable forest management according to this 
Standard is considered to be implemented when all the principles are confirmed to have been 
implemented. 

Depending on the location and the final use of the forest management unit, indicators may 
have a different relative importance, since certain indicators may not be applicable. 
However, all indicators relevant to that location shall be assessed. 

There is no clear statement within the standard  or in the references provided that actually states 
who the standard is applicable to, e.g. forestry operators. However, the definition of organization 
(2.27: organization: company, corporation, firm, business, or institution, or any part of combination 
of these, public or private, anonymous or limited partnership, or with any other type of bylaws, with 
its own administrative structure and functions.” In conjunction with “3.1.5 The organization shall 
possess a public commitment to perform sustainable forest management according to the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance” would indicate that the standard meets the requirements. 

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence of compliance with the requirements of the 
forest management standards; 

Compliance with all indicators (as in literally every indicator) within the standard requires either 
documented evidence of, of the existence of planning documentation, management records and 
review documentation. This has been checked against all indicators within the standard. 
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e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another system specific claim, as claim to be used to 
communicate the origin of products in an area covered by the standard to customers with a PEFC 
chain of custody;  

The standard meets the requirements, with the specification identified at PEFC Brazil procedure SG 
03.01 12 

f) require that where owners/managers of forests are selling products from areas other than 
covered by the standard, only products from areas covered by the standard are sold with the claim 
“100% PEFC-certified” or a system specific claim;  

As above, 12.1 “Only PEFC certified products under an approved certification scope should be claim 
as such.” Compliance is delivered at 3.2.4 e). 

g) require that claims on the origin of products in an area covered by the standard are only made 
by forest owners/managers covered by a PEFC recognised certificate issued against the standard;  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.4 e). 

h) specify requirements concerning the information which need to be provided to a PEFC chain of 
custody certified customer; 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements, and specifies the requirements accordingly at 3.2.4 b) 
and d).   

i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if requirements of this benchmark are not reflected 
in the regional, national or sub-national standard, because they are already addressed through the 
legislation. 

The standard makes a considerable number of references to national and other regulation 
throughout the text and for a number of specific requirements. These are listed below. There is no 
overview of the legislation that is applicable to these requirements, and it should be provided, 
potentially in an Annex or guidance document.  The references are as follows:  

PEFC Requirement  PEFC Brazil reference (15789) 

4.1 a)     (See note above regarding application) 

6.3.1.3    3.1.1 and 3.1.1 d) 

6.3.2.1    3.1.2 a), b) and  e) 

8.1.4    3.3.5 b) 

8.1.5    3.3.5 b) 

8.1.6    3.3.5 c) 

8.2.1    3.3.2 

8.2.4    3.3.2 g) 
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8.2.5     3.4.5  

8.2.10    3.4.4 b) 

8.4.5    3.3.2 g) 

8.4.12    3.3.2 g) 

8.6.2     3.1.2 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders. The standard 
requires that the organization shall determine: a) the affected stakeholders that are 
relevant to the sustainable forest management; b) the relevant needs and expectations of 
these stakeholders. 

Stakeholders are defined at 2.29, providing examples as: local communities, indigenous peoples 
and/or traditional communities, workers, forest dwellers, neighbors, owners of land downstream, 
local processors, local businesses, those holding land use and land tenure rights, including 
landowners, organizations that are authorized to or known to act on behalf of the stakeholders, etc. 

Determining needs and expectations of the stakeholders is met by Criterion 5.1, a) to f). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

4.3 Determining the scope of the management system 

4.3.1 The standard requires that the organization shall determine the boundaries and 
applicability of the management system to establish its scope 

Boundaries and scope are established at 3.1.2, which defines rights of ownership, and requires that 
borders of the FMU are identified at €. Although the reference 3.2.1 identifies the plan for the 
managed forest area, the boundaries and scope are established at 3.1.2, which defines rights of 
ownership, and requires that borders of the FMU are identified at e). 

The organization’s rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. € 
evidence that the borders between the forest management unit and neighboring areas are 
identified, demarcated, and respected. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall comprise the cycle of inventory 
and planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an 
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appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts of forest 
management practices. This shall form a basis for a cycle of continuous improvement 

3.2.1 requires that forest management plan is drafted; pre-use inventory is required at (b) and (d); 
planning of all operations is required at (b) through (i); these cover all social, environmental and 
economic impacts. 3.2.1 also states that operations must be based on the SFM plan. 

Note that the English translation of the standard mis-translates the “pre-use inventory” (see 
definition at 2.24) as “pre-harvest” inventory at 3.2.1 

Criterion 3.6.1 is the conducting of monitoring operations, (a) through (l); social, economic and 
environmental indicators are included, notably at (b).  

Criterion 3.6.4 covers continuous improvement, with indicators (a) through © covering social, 
economic and environmental indicators. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

OBSERVATION: The mis-translation of 'pre use inventory’ should be corrected.  

5. LEADERSHIP 

5.1 The standard requires that organization shall provide a commitment: a) to comply with 
the sustainable forest management standard and other applicable requirements of the 
certification system; b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest management 
system. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.1.5: The organization shall possess a public 
commitment to perform sustainable forest management according to the applicable requirements 
for assessing compliance. Indicators: a) Existence of a formal commitment by the organization to 
perform sustainable forest management and improve it continuously in line with the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly available. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.1.5 (b) Evidence that the commitment cited in the 
previous indicator is available to the public. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable forest management shall be 
clearly defined and assigned. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.2.1 e): Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan approved by the relevant authority and other documentation 
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associated with forest management, considering different uses, scales, and functions of the 
managed forest area. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6. PLANNING 

6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities 

6.1.1 The standard requires that the organization shall consider risks and opportunities 
concerning compliance with the requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and 
scale of the operations of the organization shall be considered. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.2.1 a): Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan approved by the relevant authority and other documentation 
associated with forest management, considering different uses, scales, and functions of the 
managed forest area. Indicator: a) evidence that the risks and opportunities related to compliance 
with the requirements of this Standard are continuously identified and considered in forest 
management according to the size of the organization, the intensity of management activities, 
considering changes in the current scenario.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest resources shall be 
established and maintained, adequate to local and national conditions and in 
correspondence with the requirements described in this international benchmark 
standard. 

Pre-harvest-inventory and mapping of the FMU is required as part of the forest management plan at 
3.2.1 (b); the inventory forms the basis of the planning, evaluation, and monitoring.  

Inventory and mapping is maintained by virtue of the plan itself, which requires pre- during and 
post- harvest planning, specifically as “pre-harvest inventory that is suitable for the planning, the 
harvest evaluation, and the forest monitoring”, and and further evidence at (j) that ” Evidence that 
the documented procedures are kept up to date.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2 Management plan 

6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be: a) elaborated and 
periodically updated or continually adjusted; b) appropriate to the size and use of the 
forest area; c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation as well as 
existing land-use or other official plans; and d) adequately covering forest resources. 

Requirements for continual updating and adjustment are met at 3.2.1 (a) 
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Requirements for plans to consider size are met at 3.2.1 (a) 

Requirements for planning based on local, national and international legislation are met at 3.1.1 (a) 
and (b), 3.1.2 (a) and (b) 

Requirements for the covering of forest resources are met at 3.2.1 (b): “surveys of the topography 
and vegetation typologies, as well as the forms and distribution of available water resources, 
according to the size of the organization and the intensity of forest management activities. 

“letters, maps, and/or sketches, according to the intensity of management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit and its subdivisions, the resources managed by the 
organization, the infrastructure, areas of relevant ecological and social interest, locations of local 
and traditional communities and indigenous peoples.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the different 
uses or functions of the managed forest area. 

The Criterion 3.2.1 requires that the plan must consider “different uses, scales and functions.” The 
plan at (b) must contain: objectives that are for “maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions”;   

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include at least a description of 
the current forest management unit, long-term objectives, and the average annual 
allowable cut, including its justification.  

The plan at 3.2.1 (b) requires that the plan contain: descriptions of “the borders of the forest 
management unit and its subdivisions, the resources managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant ecological and social interest, locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples”; “the objectives of the sustainable forest management plan, 
including those related to maintaining and protecting the social, environmental, and economic 
functions of the forests”; “definition of permitted annual harvest volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, according to legal requirements and forest characteristics”; 
“justification of the economic viability of the management” ; “technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management activities.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of non-wood forest products 
shall be included in the management plan where forest management covers commercial 
use of non-wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their long-term 
sustainability 

The requirement is met at 3.2.2 (c): “c) existence of a harvesting plan, where non-wood forest 
products will be traded, that follows best practices in sustainable forest management and is 
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approved by the relevant authorities, where applicable. This harvesting plan shall be compatible 
with the activities described in the forest management plan and with the use of these non-wood 
forest products by local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways and means to minimise 
the risk of degradation and damage to forest ecosystems. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.1 (b), where the plan requires specification of 
“environmental safeguards that specify how to minimize risks of degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the results of 
scientific research. 

The requirements is met at 3.4.1 (a), which requires that “that the forest management employed is 
based on the findings of research and scientific studies conducted in conditions similar to those in 
the forest management unit when available” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management plan, appropriate to the 
scope and scale of forest management, shall be publicly available and shall include 
information on the general objectives and forest management principles.  

6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available summary of the management plan 
may exclude confidential business and personal information and other information made 
confidential by applicable legislation or for the protection of cultural sites or sensitive 
natural resource features. 

The requirements are met at 3.2.1 (g): “evidence that a summary of the sustainable forest 
management plan that is appropriate for the organization's size and intensity of its forest 
management activities is available to the public and contains information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest management. Confidential information, or sensitive information 
related to the protection of cultural sites or natural resources may be omitted” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3 Compliance requirements 

6.3.1 Legal compliance 

6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organization shall identify and have access to the 
legislation applicable to its forest management and determine how these compliance 
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obligations apply to the organization56rganization. Note: For a country which has signed a 
FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the European Union and the 
producing country, the “legislation applicable to forest management” is defined by the 
VPA agreement. 

The standard meets the requirements with the document GUIA 1.00, which  has been developed as 
a guidance document that contains an overview of applicable legislation and regulation. 

It contains a complete overview of state and national laws and regulations, as well as international 
treaties.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organization shall comply with applicable local, 
national and international legislation on forest management, including but not limited to 
forest management practices; nature and environmental protection; protected and 
endangered species; property, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous peoples, local 
communities or other affected stakeholders; health, labour and safety issues; anti-
corruption and the payment of applicable royalties and taxes. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 (b). The organization shall carry out the activities 
related to forest management in accordance with federal, state, and municipal laws and 
agreements, as well as international agreements and conventions ratified by the country. 

Indicator: b) existence of records that prove fulfillment of legislation and of other regulations 
applicable to the activities carried out in the forest management unit. 

In addition, compliance is further delivered at 3.1.3 a), b) and g) 

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: a) evidence that social security/pension for all workers is in compliance with 
current legislation. when there are pending issues related to social security/pension, the 
organization shall have a plan to resolve them.  

b) evidence that all aspects related to labor legislation are in compliance with current 
legislation including collective or individual agreements, collective conventions, and 
regulatory labor standards.  

g) evidence that the organization is in compliance in terms of payment of royalties and 
appliable taxes and tributes. when payments are pending, a plan to pay off the debts shall be 
made with the creditor or institution. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption legislation exists, the 
organizationion must take alternative anti-corruption measures appropriate to the risk of 
corruption. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 (d):  

The organization shall carry out the activities related to forest management in accordance 
with federal, state, and municipal laws and agreements, as well as international agreements 
and conventions ratified by the country. 

Indicator: d) existence of anti-corruption mechanisms in line with existing legislation, and 
proof that adequate preventative or corrective measures are implemented, when necessary. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be implemented to address protection 
of the forest from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally 
initiated fires, and other illegal activities. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.4 a) and b):  

The organization shall, within the scope of its responsibilities, implement measures and assist 
competent authorities, when applicable, to protect the forest management unit against 
illegal or unauthorized activities such as extraction of wood or other products, land use, 
hunting, fishing, fires, etc. 

Indicators: a) existence of mechanisms to protect the forest management unit and control 
illegal or unauthorized activities there according to the size of the organization and intensity 
of management activities;  

b) existence of records of illegal or unauthorized activities within the forest management unit 
and measures taken to avoid or minimize such. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land 

6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership and land tenure 
arrangements shall be clearly defined, documented and established for the relevant 
management unit. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest 
land shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 (a), (b) a©(e): 3.1.2 a), b) and  e):  

The organization’s rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 
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Indicators: a) evidence that the organization’s rights of ownership, land use, and use of 
forest resources and/or land tenure rights are documented and established for the forest 
management unit according to current legislation.  

b) evidence that legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management units are identified, recognized, and respected according to current legislation 
and applicable treaties and international conventions ratified by the country.  

e) evidence that the borders between the forest management unit and neighboring 
areas are identified, demarcated, and respected. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall be conducted in 
recognition of the established framework of legal, customary and traditional rights such as 
outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which 
shall not be infringed upon without the free, prior and informed consent of the holders of 
the rights, including the provision of compensation where applicable. Where the extent of 
rights is not yet resolved, or is in dispute, there are processes for just and fair resolution. 
In such cases forest managers shall, in the interim, provide meaningful opportunities for 
parties to be engaged in forest management decisions whilst respecting the processes and 
roles and responsibilities laid out in the policies and laws where the certification takes 
place. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 (c), (d), (f): “c) evidence that forestry practices and 
operations are carried out in compliance with the established structure of legal, customary, and 
traditional rights, as described in ILO Convention 169 and UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples; d) evidence that the organization does not infringe upon customary and traditional rights 
within the forest management unit without free, prior, and informed consent from rights holders, 
inducing compensation, when applicable”; (f) existence of suitable mechanisms to communicate and 
refer complaints, conflicts, and litigation related to the organi’ation's rights of ownership, use of land 
and forest resources, and/or land tenure rights. 

Brazil ratified ILO Convention 169 in 2002. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall respect human 
rights as defined by the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 (c):  

The organization shall carry out the activities related to forest management in accordance 
with federal, state, and municipal laws and agreements, as well as international agreements 
and conventions ratified by the country. 

Indicator: c) Evidence that the organization respects human rights as defined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions 

6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall comply with 
fundamental ILO conventions. Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions 
have been ratified, the requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a fundamental 
convention has not been ratified and its content is not covered by applicable legislation, 
specific requirements shall be included in the forest management standard. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (c):  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicator: c) Evidence of compliance with fundamental ILO conventions, as well as other 
ILO conventions ratified by the country. 

However, the note at the indicator appears as follows: “NOTE   When conflicts exist between 
legislation and fundamental conventions (causing compliance with a convention to lead to illegality 
in forest management), legislation shall prevail.” 

The requirement is that management shall comply with ILO conventions, regardless of whether a 
country’s national regulations comply with those conventions. The ‘note’ is designed to deal with a 
hypothetical and unlikely situation where national laws and regulations would prevent an 
organization from providing higher levels of protection for workers. This is unlikely because the ILO 
Constitution3 makes it incumbent on member states to give effect to any obligations under its 
conventions as well as take steps to ensure any conflicts are removed accordingly. Because of this, 
the note – which has the intent of removing any conflict – simply adds to that confusion and is 
superfluous to the standard. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

OBSERVATION: This ‘note’ should be removed, as it creates more, rather than less, confusion in 
application.  

6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions 

6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be planned, organised and 
performed in a manner that enables health and accident risks to be identified and all 
reasonable measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related risks. Workers 
shall be informed about the risks involved with their work and about preventive measures. 

 
3 See International Labour Organization. (1919). Constitution of the International Labour Organization. In Treaty of Versailles. Paris. 
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:62:0::NO:62:P62_LIST_ENTRIE_ID:2453907:NO#A19 and International Labour 
Organization. (2019). Handbook of procedures relating to international labour Conventions and Recommendations. ILO. Handbook of 
procedures relating to international Conventions and Recommendations (ilo.org) 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:62:0::NO:62:P62_LIST_ENTRIE_ID:2453907:NO#A19
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---normes/documents/publication/wcms_697949.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---normes/documents/publication/wcms_697949.pdf
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The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (j):  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicator: j) existence of a workplace health and safety program in line with legal 
requirements, implemented in such a way that risks to health and accidents can be identified 
and measures can be implemented to protect workers from work-related risks 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be safe, and guidance and 
training in safe working practices shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in forest 
operations. Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or applicable 
collective agreements.  

The standard meets the requirements at: 3.1.3 (j) (safety) 3.2.5 (a) (guidance and training); 3.1.3 (b) 
hours and leave:  

3.2.5 The organization shall ensure that workers, and forest owners (when applicable) are 
trained and updated with regard to sustainable forest management as a prerequisite for 
planning and for the forest management practices described in this Standard. 

Indicators: a) existence of an ongoing training program for management, workers, and forest 
owners (when applicable) with relation to forest management, including: objectives and 
goals of the sustainable forest management plan; procedures and guidance related to the 
various requirements of this Standard, including environmental and social issues related to 
forest management; safe working practices and guidelines related to the risks involved in 
work and preventative measures; cautions related to areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest. 

3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions.  

b) existence of records of trainings held according to the established program in order to 
ensure that the management plan and its procedures and guidelines are correctly 
understood and carried out. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant forest workers as well as of 
contractors and other operators operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at 
least legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collective bargaining 
agreements.  
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The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (b) (above). In addition, workers are defined in 2.40 as 
“people employed directly in administrative or operational sectors, or who are self-employed or 
subcontracted by an organization or by wood purchasers who work in the forest management unit.” 
See also 3.1.3 d), e) And f) as follows:  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: d) evidence that the organization promotes equal opportunities without 
discrimination, including a workplace free of harassment and promotion of gender equality.  

e) existence of effective mechanisms to report and eradicate cases of harassment and 
discrimination that include confidentiality in order to avoid problems and potential penalties 
to affected parties.  

f) evidence that worker wages meet or exceed the legal minimum or existing base 
salary in the region, and collective bargaining agreements. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed to equal opportunities, 
non-discrimination and freedom from workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be 
promoted. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (d)  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be complied with, 
along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, and fundamental ILO 
conventions. 

Indicators: d) evidence that the organization promotes equal opportunities without discrimination, 
including a workplace free of harassment and promotion of gender equality. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7. SUPPORT 

7.1 Resources 

7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine and provide the 
resources needed for the establishment, implementation, maintenance and continual 
improvement of the sustainable forest management system. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.3, indicators (a) to (d):  

The organization shall determine and provide the resources needed to develop, implement, 
maintain, and continuously improve oversight of its sustainable forest management system. 
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Indicators: a) evidence that the organization conducted an economic feasibility study for its 
sustainable forest management plan, considering data from the forest sampling inventory, 
the species and products utilized, the timeline for carrying out the sustainable forest 
management plan, among other aspects.  

b) evidence that the budget in each new annual operating plan (AOP) is compatible with the 
underlying data that led to its approval, and that beyond the operating costs of forest 
management, it also includes necessary investments and compliance with environmental and 
social commitments.  

c) evidence that the organization has the human resources necessary to carry out the 
activities in each new annual operating plan (AOP), as well as to comply with its social and 
environmental commitments.  

d) evidence that the economic feasibility of the forest management is periodically 
reevaluated, considering the possibilities of new species and new markets, as well as 
revenues from other economic activities related to all the relevant forest goods and services, 
when applicable 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.2 Competence 

7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, employees and forest 
owners shall be provided with sufficient information and kept up-to-date through 
continuous training in relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition for all 
management planning and practices described in this benchmark. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.5 (a) and (b):  

The organization shall ensure that workers, and forest owners (when applicable) are trained 
and updated with regard to sustainable forest management as a prerequisite for planning 
and for the forest management practices described in this Standard. 

Indicators: a) existence of an ongoing training program for management, workers, and forest 
owners (when applicable) with relation to forest management, including: - objectives and 
goals of the sustainable forest management plan; procedures and guidance related to the 
various requirements of this Standard, including environmental and social issues related to 
forest management; safe working practices and guidelines related to the risks involved in 
work and preventative measures. cautions related to areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest.  

b) existence of records of trainings held according to the established program in order to 
ensure that the management plan and its procedures and guidelines are correctly 
understood and carried out. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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7.3 Communication 

7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and consultation with local 
communities, indigenous peoples and other stakeholders relating to sustainable forest 
management shall be provided.  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.3, indicators (a), (b) and (c):  

The organization shall maintain effective communication and consultation with local and 
traditional communities, indigenous peoples, and other stakeholders related to forest 
management which also make it possible to resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation. 

Indicators: a) existence of communication channels and procedures that allow effective 
dialog and consultation with local and traditional communities, indigenous peoples, and 
other stakeholders related to forest management. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.4 Complaints 

7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in place for resolving 
complaints and disputes relating to forest management operations, land use rights and 
work conditions. 

The standard meets the requirements for communities, indigenous people and stakeholders at 3.5.3 
(b); for land rights at 3.1.2 (f) and workers at 3.1.3 (h). 

3.5.3 Criterion 5.3 The organization shall maintain effective communication and consultation 
with local and traditional communities, indigenous peoples, and other stakeholders related 
to forest management which also make it possible to resolve complaints, conflicts, and 
litigation. 

Indicators: b) existence of appropriate mechanisms to resolve complaints, conflicts, and 
litigation related to forest management operations and associated activities. evidence that 
mediation or conciliation was sought to resolve such issues, when applicable. 

3.1.2 Criterion 1.2 The organization’s rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest 
resources and/or land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for 
the forest management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the 
forest management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: f) existence of suitable mechanisms to communicate and refer complaints, 
conflicts, and litigation related to the organization’s rights of ownership, use of land and 
forest resources, and/or land tenure rights. 

3.1.3 Criterion 1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and 
safety shall be complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective 
conventions, and fundamental ILO conventions. 
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Indicators: h) existence of appropriate mechanisms to resolve complaints, conflicts, and 
litigation related to working conditions, labor and social security/pension issues, and labor-
related taxes. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.5 Documented Information 

7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management system shall include 
documented information required by the standard and determined by the organisation as 
being necessary for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system. 

A requirement for a management system is stipulated at 3.6; “The organization shall have a system 
to monitor, assess, and critically analyze the performance of the sustainable forest management 
system that includes environmental, social, and economic aspects for continuous improvement. The 
criteria and indicators to be met are described in items 3.6.1 to 3.6.4.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is relevant, and updated as 
appropriate, to the activities of the organisation. 

The documented information stipulated in 3.6.1 to 3.6.4 includes:  

“monitoring to assess its environmental, social, and economic performance, in accordance 
with the scale of the organization and its management objectives”;  

“The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements”; 

“implement activities to address any non-conformities identified in order to minimize their 
consequences and avoid recurrence” 

“annual management review and incorporate the results for continuous improvement of the 
sustainable forest management” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8. OPERATION 

8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their 
contribution to the global carbon cycle 

8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to maintain or increase forests and 
their ecosystem services and maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and 
social values of forest resources. 

The requirements are met at both 3.2 and 3.3.– 
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3.2 - Forest management planning shall focus on the health and vitality of forest ecosystems 
in order to maintain and expand the economic, ecological, cultural, and social value of the 
forest. Forests shall be managed so that this activity helps preserve renewable natural 
resources.  

The criteria and indicators to be met are described in items 3.2.1 to 3.2.– 

3.3 - The organization shall manage the forest in order to minimize negative effects from 
management activities on environmental value. Native ecosystems, areas of ecological and 
social interest, and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved.  

The criteria and indicators to be met are described in items 3.3.1 to 3.3.5. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the forest resources and the 
capacity of the forest to store and sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium 
and long term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate silvicultural 
measures and preferring techniques that minimise adverse impacts on forest resources. 

Although storage and sequestration of carbon is not directly addressed, the standard: 

Defines areas of social and ecological interest as those that “f) have important social roles in 
protecting society, for example in controlling erosion, preventing floods, purifying water, regulating 
the climate, sequestering carbon, and other services that regulate or support the ecosystem;” and 
notes that “environmental value” includes sequestration of carbon; in which case all criteria applying 
to those ecological functions are implied as being safeguarded;  

It does require that utilization ’does not exceed replacement at 3.2.2 (d). The appropriateness of 
techniques that minimize  impacts is addressed at 3.4.1 (a): “the forest management employed is 
based on the findings of research and scientific studies conducted in conditions similar to those in 
the forest management unit when available, lower-impact management techniques or similar 
approaches shall be utilized.” 

However, although the quality of the forest resources here is addressed directly, carbon is only 
addressed indirectly.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in management operations, 
such as greenhouse gas emission reductions and efficient use of resources shall be 
encouraged  

This is not addressed. The standard at Criterion 2.2 states that “The organization shall adopt 
strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of forest resources. 

Indicators: a) evidence that practices which indicate efficient and environmentally 
appropriate utilization of the forest resources produced are adopted. b) evidence that the 
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feasibility of reducing and/or utilizing waste from harvested trees has been assessed, and 
that those that prove to be technically and economically viable and environmentally friendly 
are implemented.” 

Although it is implied in the text that the practices cited will be “climate positive”, “climate positive” 
practices are nonetheless not encouraged.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified 
circumstances where the conversion: a) is in compliance with national and regional policy 
and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national 
or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority 
including consultation with affected stakeholders; and b) entails a small proportion (no 
greater than 5 %) of forest type within the certified area; and c) does not have negative 
impacts on ecologically important forest areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or 
other protected areas; and d) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; 
and e) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social benefits. 

The requirements are partially met at  

3.3.5): Conversion of land use by replacing natural ecosystems shall not occur except when 
justified. If severely degraded forests are converted into planted forests, this shall meet prior 
conditions established to add economic, ecological, social, and/or cultural value. 

Indicators: a) evidence of no conversion except for in justified circumstances. NOTE This 
indicator does not consider conversion to cover activities to install the infrastructure 
necessary to implement and carry out the sustainable forest management plan such as main 
and secondary roadways, log yards, housing, and other infrastructure elements. 

b) evidence that conversion only occurred in justified circumstances which: — is in 
compliance with national, regional, and local policy and legislation related to land use and 
forest management, including stakeholder consultations, offering them chances to 
participate in making the decision on conversion. — represents a small portion (not 
exceeding 5%) of the managed area. — there are no significant negative impacts on 
threatened species, threatened ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or endangered 
ecosystems) culturally and socially important areas, and important habitats for threatened 
species or other protected areas. — contributes to conservation in the long term and also 
provides economic and social benefits.  

The standard partly meets the requirements. Although the “no greater than 5%” threshold is 
mentioned, it does not specify either forest type, or “certified area” and mentions only “managed 
area”. “High carbon stock” is not defined or addressed in the standard.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 
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8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest 
ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use 
and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed 
by a governmental or other official authority; and b) is established based on a decision-
making basis where affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion through transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; and c) does not have negative impacts on threatened (including vulnerable, 
rare or endangered) nonforest ecosystems, culturally and socially significant areas, 
important habitats of threatened species or other protected areas; and d) entails a small 
proportion of the ecologically important non-forest ecosystem managed by an 
organisation; and e) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and f) makes 
a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social benefits. 

As with above, the same prohibitions on converting non-forest ecosystems apply under 3.3.5. and 
again the standard partly meets the requirements. “High carbon stock” is not defined or addressed 
in the standard.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest 
plantations is being considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural 
value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where the conversion: a) is in 
compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and 
forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and b) is established based on a decision-making 
basis where affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the decision-making 
on conversion through transparent and participatory consultation processes; and c) has a 
positive impact on long-term carbon sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; and d) 
does not have negative impacts on ecologically important forest areas, culturally and 
socially significant areas, or other protected areas; and e) safeguards protective functions 
of forests for society and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services; and f) 
safeguards socio-economic functions of forests, including the recreational function and 
aesthetic  values of forests and other cultural services; and g) has a land history providing 
evidence that the degradation is not the consequence of deliberate poor forest 
management practices; and h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating that the area 
is neither recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.5 c): 

c) evidence that, if conversion of severely degraded forests into planted forests is under 
consideration, this process will add economic, ecological, social, and/or cultural value. 
Prerequisites to add this value are circumstances in which the conversion: — is in compliance 
with national, regional, and local policy and legislation related to land use and forest 
management, including stakeholder consultations, offering them chances to participate in 
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making the decision on conversion. — has no significant negative impacts on threatened 
species, threatened ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or endangered ecosystems) 
culturally and socially important areas, and important habitats for threatened species or 
other protected areas. — safeguards the ’orests' protective functions for society and other 
services that regulate or support the ecosystem. — safeguards the socioeconomic functions 
of the forests, including their recreational and esthetic value, as well as other cultural 
services. — provides evidence that the degradation did not result from improper forest 
management processes by the same organization. — is based on trustworthy evidence 
demonstrating that the area is not remediated nor in the process of remediation. NOTE 
When the planted forests involve a single species (monoculture), compliance with the ABNT 
NBR 14789 standard for implementing technical forest management guidelines is 
recommended, as well as the requirements associated with wood and non-wood products 
from this area. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality 

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall be 
maintained or enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever 
and as far as economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures and processes 
and using preventive biological measures. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.2 (a) to (g): 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered or restored, according 
to current legislation. 

Indicators: a) evidence that the species diversity, typical vegetation, and ecosystem where 
the forest management unit is located are recognized. b) existence of measures to maintain 
or improve biodiversity. c) evidence that the selection of trees for harvesting and the harvest 
intensity for each species considers the population structure of these species, their resilience, 
and legal requirements. d) evidence that protective measures are taken to minimize the 
impact of domesticated animals on biodiversity (when applicable). e) existence of maps, 
sketches, or images identifying degraded areas in the forest management unit, when 
present. f) evidence of activities to recover degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques adapted to the local conditions. g) evidence that if 
exotic species are used in the forest management unit to recover areas, this is only done if 
the performance of these exotic species exceeds that of native species, and only with the 
approval of relevant authorities. In these cases, control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native species and other negative environmental impacts. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to prevent, 
introduce, and diminish the impacts of exotic species that threaten ecosystems, habitats, or 
species are recognized guidelines for preventing invasive species. 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and structural diversity shall be 
encouraged or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to 
adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation mechanisms. 

3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 (“The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered or restored, 
according to current legislation”) address this indirectly, but an additional appropriate reference is at 
3.2.1 (h), where operational plans and the “goals of the operational plans shall include the 
maintenance, conservation, or improvement of biodiversity at the landscape, ecosystem, species, 
and genetic levels. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to regions where fire is an 
essential tool in forest management for regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat 
management or a recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases adequate 
management and control measures shall be taken. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.2.1 (b)  

3.2.1 Criterion 2.1: Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management 
plan approved by the relevant authority and other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, scales, and functions of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: b) Existence of a sustainable forest management plan approved by the relevant 
authority that stimulates diversified production of goods and services in the long term and 
contains:  plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate damage from fires and other incidents 
which are appropriate to the risk that these events might Occur. 

and 4.2 (a) and (b): Criterion 4.2 

Forest management techniques to protect the forests and control exotic species, pests, and 
diseases when necessary, shall be adopted. 

Indicators: a) existence of a plan to prevent and combat fires in the forest management unit, 
including records of fires and evidence that they were reported to the relevant authorities 
when required. b) existence of measures to control exotic plant and animal species that could 
upset the balance between native species within the forest management unit, when 
applicable. 

In addition, Brazil places a blanket prohibition on the use of fire as part of the country’s Forest Code, 
specifically Article 38, which provides limited exceptions as follows:  

- in places or regions whose peculiarities justify the use of fire in agropastoral or forestry 
practices (with approval from the competent state environmental agency, which further 
requires studies and planning documents to be submitted for license approval);  
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- use of controlled burning in Conservation Units aiming at the conservationist management 
of native vegetation, where ecological characteristics are evolutionarily associated with the 
occurrence of fire; 

- scientific research activities linked to a research project duly approved by the competent 
bodies and carried out by a recognized research institution. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management practices such as 
reforestation and afforestation with tree species and provenances that are suited to the 
site conditions or the use of tending, harvesting and transport technique70rganizainimise 
tree and/or soil damages shall be applied.  

The standard meets the requirements in terms of ensuring appropriate practices are used, with the 
references as follows:  

3.2.2 Criterion 2.2 The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use 
and management of forest resources. 

Indicators: a) evidence that practices which indicate efficient and environmentally 
appropriate utilization of the forest resources produced are adopted. b) evidence that the 
feasibility of reducing and/or utilizing waste from harvested trees has been assessed, and 
that those that prove to be technically and economically viable and environmentally friendly 
are implemented. c) existence of a harvesting plan, where non-wood forest products will be 
traded, that follows best practices in sustainable forest management and is approved by the 
relevant authorities, where applicable. This harvesting plan shall be compatible with the 
activities described in the forest management plan and with the use of these non-wood 
forest products by local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples. d) evidence 
that the harvesting intensity of wood and non-wood forest products that are commercially 
utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement rates and allow natural 
regeneration to guarantee the quality and quantity of the forest resources over the long 
term, according to the plan. 

3.3.1 Criterion 3.1 The organization shall identify and assess environmental value and 
impacts, including defining and implementing measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and 
(when necessary) compensate for these impacts 

Indicators: e) evidence that the documented operational procedures considered 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate negative impacts on environmental 
values.  

Criterion 4.3 Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and 
carried out in a way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources. 

Indicators: a) evidence that construction of infrastructure and forest operations are carried 
out as planned in the planning stages and in the operational procedures and guidelines. b) 
evidence that the infrastructure is planned and constructed and the forest operations are 
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carried out in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and also considers the existence of endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species or other key species, particularly their identified or 
known migration patterns. c) evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that 
prevents, minimizes, and mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation. Areas susceptible to 
erosion shall be considered, and the techniques and machinery utilized in the operations shall 
be adapted to the soil, topography, local climate conditions, as well as the characteristics of 
the managed forest resources. d) evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way 
that prevents, minimizes, and mitigates (when necessary) adverse effects on water 
resources. the water balance and water quality downstream cannot be significantly affected 
by forest operations. e) evidence that adequate infrastructure such as roadways, bridges, log 
yards, skid trails, and firebreaks is planned, constructed, and maintained in a way that 
minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, and preserves the level and natural function of 
permanent bodies of Water. f) evidence that when fertilizers are applied, procedures exist 
based on technical justifications that consider environmental concerns, along with evidence 
of control of their use. The use of fertilizers cannot be an alternative to adequate 
management of soil nutrients. g) evidence that vehicles, machinery, and equipment that use 
oil-based fuels are maintained in a good state of repair to control emission of atmospheric 
pollutants. 

In addition to the references provided, 3.3.2 meets the requirements, for example (g): “The integrity 
of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. Degraded areas within a 
forest management unit shall be recovered or restored, according to current legislation. evidence 
that if exotic species are used in the forest management unit to recover areas, this is only done if the 
performance of these exotic species exceeds that of native species, and only with the approval of 
relevant authorities. In these cases, control measures shall be established in order to avoid 
imbalances in the native species and other negative environmental impacts.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land shall 
be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be collected, stored in designated 
areas and removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spillage of oil or fuel 
during forest management operations shall be prevented. Emergency procedures for the 
minimisation of risk of environmental harm arising from the accidental spillage shall be in 
place. 

The standard meets the requirements with the following references; although the “indiscriminate 
disposal of waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided” is not included, this is nonetheless implied 
by the indicators, as is the requirement for waste being “stored”. 

3.4.5 Criterion 4.5 The organization shall adopt and implement an environmentally 
appropriate management plan for solid waste and effluents/wastewater in accordance with 
applicable legislation. 
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Indicators: a) existence that an environmentally appropriate management plan for solid 
waste and effluents/wastewater is implemented in accordance with applicable legislation. b) 
existence of records of environmentally appropriate redirection and/or final disposal of 
hazardous waste, in accordance with current legislation. c) evidence that other liquid and 
solid waste is treated, redirected, or disposed of in an environmentally appropriate manner, 
in accordance with current legislation. d) existence of emergency procedures to address spills 
or leaks of hazardous products in order to minimize environmental damage. 

Additional requirements for the storage, transport and use of oils and fuels are at 3.4.4. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, appropriate silviculture 
alternatives and other biological measures shall be preferred to minimise the use of 
pesticides. 

The standard meets the requirements at: 3.4.2:   

Forest management techniques to protect the forests and control exotic species, pests, and 
diseases when necessary, shall be adopted. 

Indicators: a) existence of a plan to prevent and combat fires in the forest management unit, 
including records of fires and evidence that they were reported to the relevant authorities 
when required. b) existence of measures to control exotic plant and animal species that could 
upset the balance between native species within the forest management unit, when 
applicable. c) evidence that pesticides are not utilized in low-impact management activities 
in tropical native forests in the Amazon biome, particularly in order to control exotic pest 
species or diseases. Use in other activities associated with the sustainable forest 
management plan (for example on infrastructure earthwork slopes, log storage areas, to 
control invasive plants or animals due to edge effect, in fire control)  shall  only occur on an 
exceptional basis, and shall be preceded by a documented justification showing that 
alternate forestry, biological, or physical measures cannot be adopted. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to prevent, 
introduce, and diminish the impacts of exotic species that threaten ecosystems, habitats, or 
species are recognized guidelines for preventing invasive species. 

NOTE 2 Native tropical forests, particularly in the Amazon biome, are characterized by their 
rich biodiversity and ecological balance in which the ecosystem itself regulates the 
development of fungi, bacteria, insects, and other living things. This balance is natural, and 
intended to perpetuate the biome. The introduce of any chemical or even biological agent 
specifically intended to eliminate classes or groups of species of living things is extremely 
harmful to its ecological balance. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is documented. 
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The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4 Criterion 4.4:   

The organization shall establish adequate measures for storage, transport, and use of 
pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: d) existence of records of pesticide use, including but not limited to: - trade name 
and active ingredient. - quantity of product applied. - dates of application. - location and 
area of application. - reason for/target of application. - method of application. - workers 
involved in application. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly 
toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, except where no other viable alternative is available. 
Any exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be defined in the 
national/regional standard.  

8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose 
derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their 
intended use, and any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohibited. 

Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are defined in the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall follow the instructions given 
by the pesticide producer and be implemented with proper equipment by trained 
personnel. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4 Criterion 4.4 :  

The organization shall establish adequate measures for storage, transport, and use of 
pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: a) Existence of procedures for adequate, minimal pesticide use in line with current 
legislation and internationally accepted scientific protocols, when these procedures are 
required on an exceptional basis for activities associated with the sustainable forest 
management plan (for example: on infrastructure earthwork slopes, log storage areas, to 
control invasive plants or animals due to edge effects, in fire control). b) evidence that except 
for under government order, the organization does not use highly toxic pesticides that: - are 
prohibited by current legislation. - are prohibited by international agreements such as the 
Stockholm Convention, Rotterdam Convention, and Montreal Protocol. - contain chlorinated 
hydrocarbons, the derivatives of which remain biologically active and accumulate in the food 
chain well beyond the intended use. - are included in the WHO pesticide classifications 1a or 
1b. c) evidence that when pesticides are utilized, the technical recommendations for 
handling, preparation, and application of such products are followed. e) evidence that the 
equipment utilized to apply pesticides is maintained in suitable conditions. h) evidence that 
the workers who handle or apply pesticides are trained and carry out these tasks while 
utilizing appropriate personal protective equipment. 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they shall be applied in a 
controlled manner and with due consideration for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not 
be an alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 Criterion 4.3:  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources.  

Indicators: f) evidence that when fertilizers are applied, procedures exist based on technical 
justifications that consider environmental concerns, along with evidence of control of their 
use. The use of fertilizers cannot be an alternative to adequate management of soil nutrients 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood 
and non-wood) 

8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to produce a range of wood and 
non-wood forest products and services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.2 Criterion 2.2:  

The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of 
forest resources. 

Indicators: d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of wood and non-wood forest products 
that are commercially utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement 
rates and allow natural regeneration to guarantee the quality and quantity of the forest 
resources over the long term, according to the plan 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance shall be pursued, taking 
into account possibilities for new markets and economic activities in connection with all 
relevant goods and services of forests. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.3 Criterion 2.3:  

The organization shall determine and provide the resources needed to develop, implement, 
maintain, and continuously improve oversight of its sustainable forest management system. 

Indicators: d) evidence that the economic feasibility of the forest management is periodically 
reevaluated, considering the possibilities of new species and new markets, as well as 
revenues from other economic activities related to all the relevant forest goods and services, 
when applicable 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and regeneration operations 
shall be carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not reduce the productive capacity 
of the site, for example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and trees. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.1 Criterion 3.1:  

The organization shall identify and assess environmental value and impacts, including 
defining and implementing measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts. 

Indicators: e) evidence that the documented operational procedures considered 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate negative impacts on environmental 
values. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood and non-wood forest 
products shall not exceed a rate that can be sustained in the long term, and optimum use 
shall be made of the harvested products. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.2 Criterion 2.2:  

The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of 
forest resources. 

Indicators: d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of wood and non-wood forest products 
that are commercially utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement 
rates and allow natural regeneration to guarantee the quality and quantity of the forest 
resources over the long term, according to the plan 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or 
bridges shall be planned, established and maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods 
and services while minimising negative impacts on the environment. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 Criterion 4.3  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: e) evidence that adequate infrastructure such as roadways, bridges, log yards, 
skid trails, and firebreaks is planned, constructed, and maintained in a way that minimizes 
exposed soil, avoids erosion, and preserves the level and natural function of permanent 
bodies of water. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological 
diversity in forest ecosystems 

8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or 
enhance biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, species and genetic levels. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.1 Criterion 2.1:  

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan approved by the 
relevant authority and other documentation associated with forest management, 
considering different uses, scales, and functions of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: b) Existence of a sustainable forest management plan approved by the relevant 
authority that stimulates diversified production of goods and services in the long term and 
contains: - the objectives of the sustainable forest management plan, including those related 
to maintaining and protecting the social, environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests. - management conditions as a function of specific regional and local characteristics. - 
management techniques to be ap–lied. - justification of the economic viability of the 
management. - technical justification for defining the intensity of the forest management 
activities. - roadway/transport system. - harvest cycle. - definition of permitted annual 
harvest volume and minimum diameter for each species/group of species, according to legal 
requirements and forest characteristics. - surveys of the topography and vegetation 
typologies, as well as the forms and distribution of available water resources, according to 
the size of the organization and the intensity of forest management activities. - letters, maps, 
and/or sketches, according to the intensity of management activities, that show: the borders 
of the forest management unit and its subdivisions, the resources managed by the 
organization, the infrastructure, areas of relevant ecological and social interest, locations of 
local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples. - the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-harvesting operations in order to minimize the negative 
effects caused by harvest of the remaining forest. - plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are appropriate to the risk that these events 
might occur. - environmental safeguards that specify how to minimize risks of degradation 
and damage to forest ecosystems. - specific measures to protect and preserve wild flora and 
fauna, particularly rare, threatened, endemic, and protected species. – pre-harvest inventory 
that is suitable for the planning, the harvest evaluation, and the forest monitoring. 

In addition, 3.3.2 (b) requires “b) existence of measures to maintain or improve biodiversity” and at 
3.2.1 (h) “The goals of the operational plans  shall include the maintenance, conservation, or 
improvement of biodiversity at the landscape, ecosystem, species, and genetic levels.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning of forest resources shall 
identify, protect, conserve or set aside ecologically important forest areas. Note: This does 
not prohibit forest management activities that do not damage the important ecologic 
values of those biotopes. 
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The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.4 Criterion 3.4 

Areas of relevant ecological and social interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes shall be identified, protected, 
maintained, or improved.  

Indicators: c) Existence of measures to protect, maintain, or improve relevant areas of 
ecological and social interest in the forest management unit. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and endangered plant and animal 
species shall not be exploited for commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall 
be taken for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their population. Note: The 
requirement does not preclude trade according to CITES requirements. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.3 (b):   

Measures to identify and protect endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered species and their 
habitats are implemented in the forest management unit.  

Indicators:  b) evidence that endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered species are not 
exploited for commercial purposes, except when permitted by law. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be ensured through natural 
regeneration or planting that is adequate to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest 
resources. 

The standard meets the requirements at Criterion 2.2:  

The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of forest 
resources. 

Indicators: d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of wood and non-wood forest products that are 
commercially utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement rates and allow 
natural regeneration to guarantee the quality and quantity of the forest resources over the long 
term, according to the plan. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and afforestation origins of native 
species that are well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced 
species, provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the ecosystem and on 
the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been scientifically 
evaluated, and if negative impacts can be avoided or minimised. 
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Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding Principles for the Prevention, 
Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, 
Habitats or Species are recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive species. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.2 (g): 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered or restored, according 
to current legislation. 

Indicators:  g) evidence that if exotic species are used in the forest management unit to 
recover areas, this is only done if the performance of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval of relevant authorities. In these cases, control 
measures shall be established in order to avoid imbalances in the native species and other 
negative environmental impacts. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to prevent, 
introduce, and diminish the impacts of exotic species that threaten ecosystems, habitats, or 
species are recognized guidelines for preventing invasive species. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and other tree planting 
activities that contribute to the improvement and restoration of ecological connectivity 
shall be promoted. 

The standard does not directly address ecological connectivity within the native forests standard.  It 
is arguable that the plantations standard – in dealing with afforestation – meets this (see below). 
However, it is not addressed with regards to reforestation, particularly with regards to recovery of 
degraded areas.. This is not a major non-conformity, but it should regardless be addressed as it is 
only necessary that those measures be promoted.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall not be used. 

The standard does not address the requirements with regards to the use of genetically modified 
species. However, there is a prohibition within the standard on afforestation activities to where 
there must be no threats to “threatened species, threatened ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, 
or endangered ecosystems) culturally and socially important areas, and important habitats for 
threatened species or other protected areas”, “safeguards protective functions of forests for society 
and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services”, among others. This is noted at 3.3.5.  

However, while the use of genetically modified trees in this standard is by implication impossible, it 
should nonetheless be appropriately noted and prohibited.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 
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8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and vertical structures and 
the diversity of species such as mixed stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The 
practices shall also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity. 

The standard does not address the requirements. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices that create valuable 
ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be supported, where appropriate. 

The requirement is met at 3.5.3 (d) “traditional management practices that create valuable 
ecosystems in appropriate locations are supported, when relevant.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting operations shall be conducted in 
a way that does not cause lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical 
measures shall be taken to maintain or improve biological diversity. 

See 3.2.1 (b) “the multiannual plan for pre-harvesting, harvesting, and post-harvesting operations in 
order to minimize the negative effects caused by harvest of the remaining forest “ 3.4.1 (a) “forest 
management employed is based on the findings of research and scientific studies conducted in 
conditions similar to those in the forest management unit when available, lower-impact 
management techniques or similar approaches shall be utilized”; 3.4.2 “Forest management 
techniques to protect the forests and control exotic species, pests, and diseases when necessary, 
shall be adopted”; 3.4.3 (c) “evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned and constructed in a way 
that minimises damage to ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or representative 
ecosystems and genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key species – in 
particular their migration patterns – into consideration. 

See 3.4.3  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources (b) 
evidence that the infrastructure is planned and constructed and the forest operations are 
carried out in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and also considers the existence of endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species or other key species, particularly their identified or 
known migration patterns.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to management objectives, measures 
shall be taken to control the pressure of animal populations on forest regeneration and 
growth as well as on biodiversity. 

See 3.3.2  

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered or restored, according 
to current legislation (d) protective measures are taken to minimize the impact of 
domesticated animals on biodiversity (when applicable); 3.4.2 : Forest management 
techniques to protect the forests and control exotic species, pests, and diseases when 
necessary, shall be adopted. b) existence of measures to control exotic plant and animal 
species that could upset the balance between native species within the forest management 
unit, when applicable. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS  

8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves 
and rare tree species shall be left in quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard 
biological diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the health and stability of 
forests and on surrounding ecosystems. 

Although rare species are addressed, dead wood, hollow trees and old groves are not addressed in 
the standard.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest 
management (notably soil and water) 

8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for society, such as their 
potential role in erosion control, flood prevention, water purification, climate regulation, 
carbon sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services shall be 
maintained or enhanced. 

The standard recognizes the protective function of forests in the definitions at 2.4 (f) where “areas 
of relevant ecological and social interest” include places that “have important social roles in 
protecting society, for example in controlling erosion, preventing floods, purifying water, regulating 
the climate, sequestering carbon, and other services that regulate or support the ecosystem”. This is 
further addressed at 3.3.4 Areas of relevant ecological and social interest which are recognized for 
their exceptional natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes shall be identified, protected, 
maintained, or improved. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and recognised protective 
functions for society shall be mapped, and forest management plans and operations shall 
ensure the maintenance or enhancement of these functions. 

See 3.3.4 Indicators:  

a) Evidence of assessment to identify areas of relevant ecological and social interest 
(see 2.4) in the forest management unit, including characterization and mapping;  

c) Existence of measures to protect, maintain, or improve relevant areas of ecological 
and social interest in the forest management unit. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations on 
sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as well as in areas where operations might lead to 
excessive erosion of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the machinery used 
shall be suitable for such areas. Special measures shall be taken to minimise the pressure 
of animal populations on these areas. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 c):  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: c) evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation. Areas susceptible to erosion 
shall be considered, and the techniques and machinery utilized in the operations shall be 
adapted to the soil, topography, local climate conditions, as well as the characteristics of the 
managed forest resources. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations in forest 
areas with water protection functions to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity 
of water resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful substances or 
inappropriate silvicultural practices influencing water quality in a harmful way shall be 
avoided. Downstream water balance and water quality shall not be significantly affected 
by the operations. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 (d) and (f):  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

d) evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, and 
mitigates (when necessary) adverse effects on water resources. the water balance and water 
quality downstream cannot be significantly affected by forest operations. 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure 
shall be carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction 
of soil into watercourses and preserves the natural level and function of water courses 
and river beds. Proper road drainage facilities shall be installed and maintained. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 (a) and (b):  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources.  

Indicators: a) evidence that construction of infrastructure and forest operations are carried 
out as planned in the planning stages and in the operational procedures and guidelines. b) 
evidence that the infrastructure is planned and constructed and the forest operations are 
carried out in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and also considers the existence of endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species or other key species, particularly their identified or 
known migration patterns.  

Although the installation and maintenance of proper drainage is implied, it is not addressed directly.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions 
and conditions  

8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall aim to respect all 
socio-economic functions of forests. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.1  

(b) evidence that the environmental, social, and economic values are identified and assessed, 
considering stakeholder needs and expectations. This assessment  shall include values that 
could be affected by the forest management and associated activities, and  shall be 
conducted at a detail level and frequency compatible with the scale of the organization and 
the intensity and risk of management activities. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to forests for the purpose of 
recreation shall be provided, taking into account respect for ownership rights, safety and 
the rights of others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as well as 
compatibility with other functions of the forest. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 Criterion 1.2:   

The organization’s rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
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management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: g) Evidence that areas customarily used for recreation within the forest 
management unit are recognized, and when present, that public access is permitted, 
respecting rights of ownership, safety limits, rights of third parties, and the effects on forest 
resources and ecosystems, as well as compatibility with the’forest's other functions. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific historical, cultural or 
spiritual significance and areas fundamental to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples 
and local communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or managed in a way 
that takes due regard of the significance of the site. 

The standard is met at 3.3.4 Criterion 3.4:   

Areas of relevant ecological and social interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes shall be identified, protected, 
maintained, or improved. 

Indicators: a) Evidence of assessment to identify areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest (see 2.4) in the forest management unit, including characterization and mapping b) 
Evidence that stakeholder and/or specialists were consulted in the process of assessing areas 
of relevant ecological and social interest in the forest management unit c) Existence of 
measures to protect, maintain, or improve relevant areas of ecological and social interest in 
the forest management unit. 

Note: 2.4 defines “areas of relevant ecological and social interest”, which includes “historical, 
archaeological, cultural, or spiritual significance, as well as areas that are essential to meet the needs 
of indigenous peoples and local communities (such as health or subsistence).” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the long-term health and 
well-being of communities within or adjacent to the forest management area, where 
appropriate supported by engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples. 

8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of forest-related experience 
and traditional knowledge, innovations and practices such as those of forest owners, 
NGOs, local communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the benefits arising 
from the utilization of such knowledge shall be encouraged. 

8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due regard to the role of forestry 
in local economies. Special consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training 
and employment of local people, including indigenous peoples. 
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The standard meets the requirements at: 3.5.2 Criterion 5.2:   

The organization’s relationships with local and traditional communities and indigenous 
peoples shall value traditional knowledge and raise awareness about sustainable use of 
natural resources. 

The organization shall consider the role of its activities in local economies and promote 
activities that contribute to the health, well-being, and environmental education of its 
workers, and when viable, of local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples. 

Indicators: a) evidence that when natural resources from the management unit are utilized 
by local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples, the organization promotes or 
collaborates in activities to raise awareness about the sustainable use of these resources in 
order to minimize environmental impacts. b) evidence that the intellectual property of these 
traditional communities and indigenous peoples, when utilized by the organization for 
commercial purposes, is compensated as agreed between the parties and in accordance with 
legal requirements. 

NOTE The expression "intellectual property of traditional communities and indigenous 
peoples" is considered in this Standard in a broad sense and not interpreted strictly (with 
official registration of intellectual property). 

c) Evidence that forest-related experience, traditional knowledge, innovation, and practices 
are shared with stakeholders by the organization via engagement efforts, utilized in the most 
appropriate manner, and that their sharing is encouraged, when applicable. d) evidence that 
traditional management practices that create valuable ecosystems in appropriate locations 
are supported, when relevant. e) evidence that local communities, including indigenous 
peoples, are considered when employment and training opportunities are available in various 
forest management activities. f) evidence that local providers of products and services are 
prioritized in order to stimulate the regional economy. g) existence of activities that 
encourage worker health, literacy, safety, and hygiene, which can also be accessed by their 
direct dependents, according to the size of the organization. When feasible, these activities  
shall be extended to local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples. h) existence 
of environmental education programs implemented with the workers, in accordance with the 
size of the organization. When feasible, these programs  shall be extended to local and 
traditional communities and indigenous peoples. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall contribute to research activities 
and data collection needed for sustainable forest management or support relevant 
research activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.1 Criterion 4.1:   

The organization shall implement forest management utilizing technologies and information 
that area appropriate to local characteristics. 
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Indicators: c) evidence that the forest management contributes to research activities and 
data collection required for sustainable forest management, or supports relevant research 
activities conducted by other organizations, when applicable. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation 

9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their 
management, including ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically 
performed, and results fed back into the planning process. 

The standard meets the requirements at: 3.6.1:   

The organization shall conduct monitoring to assess its environmental, social, and economic 
performance, in accordance with the scale of the organization and its management 
objectives. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that environmental, social, and economic aspects to be monitored by the 
organization have been defined. 

b) existence of indicators and goals related to the monitored environmental, social, and 
economic aspects, with frequency and intensity that are in line with the scale of the 
organization and the management objectives. 

c) existence of monitoring for pending administrative and legal issues related to the 
organ’zation's compliance with legislation, including planned and executed activities as well 
as time frames for execution. 

d) existence of monitoring (of documents and in the field) related to compliance with labor 
law, including collective or individual agreements and collective conventions, which apply to 
the workers that carry out activities in the forest management unit. 

e) existence of monitoring (of documents and in the field) related to compliance with 
legislation and regulatory standards related to workplace health and safety which apply to 
the workers that carry out activities in the forest management unit. 

f) existence of monitoring of the effectiveness of the mechanisms to protect against and 
control illegal and unauthorized activities, inducing recording incidents of such activities in 
the forest management unit. 

g) existence of monitoring forest growth and productivity, as well as control of the 
production of wood products managed by the organization. 
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h) existence of monitoring of productivity and control of non-wood products managed by the 
organization 

i) existence of monitoring of the efficacy of measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant negative environmental impacts caused by the forest 
management activity and associated activities. 

j) existence of monitoring of measures to protect, maintain, or improve areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest. 

k) existence of monitoring for the presence of exotic plant and animal species that could 
upset the balance between native species within the forest management unit, when 
applicable. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to prevent, 
introduce, and diminish the impacts of exotic species that threaten ecosystems, habitats, or 
species are recognized guidelines for preventing invasive species. 

l) existence of monitoring of the efficacy of measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant negative social and economic impacts caused by the forest 
management activity and associated activities. 

Criterion 2.1 requires that SFM planning includes (g) “evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is revised to incorporate the results of monitoring, when applicable”. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall be periodically 
monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect health and 
vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, 
and damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest management 
operations. 

See above:  

3.6.1 j) existence of monitoring of measures to protect, maintain, or improve areas of 
relevant ecological and social interest and k) existence of monitoring for the presence of 
exotic plant and animal species that could upset the balance between native species within 
the forest management unit, when applicable. 

These requirements cover the requirement in general, but do not specify biotic and abiotic factors in 
terms of implementation.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager 
and included in forest management, the use of non-wood forest products, including 
hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled. 
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See above (h)  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions shall be regularly monitored and 
adapted as necessary. 

See above (©and (e)  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.2 Internal audit 

9.2.1 Objectives 

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide 
information on whether the management system a) conforms to • the organisation’s 
requirements for its management system; • the requirements of the national sustainable 
forest management standard b) is effectively implemented and maintained. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.2 

The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements of this Standard 

Indicator: a) existence of an internal auditing program in order to verify compliance with this 
Standard that is in line with the scale of the organization and the intensity of management 
activities, including: - frequency. -–methods. - responsibilities. - criteria and scope. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires that the organisation shall: a) plan, establish, implement and 
maintain an audit programme(s) including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, 
planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into consideration the importance 
of the processes concerned and the results of previous audits; b) define the audit criteria 
and scope for each audit; c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure objectivity 
and the impartiality of the audit process; d) ensure that the results of the audits are 
reported to relevant management; e) retain documented information as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme and the  audit results. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.2:  

The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements of this Standard 
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Indicators: a) existence of an internal auditing program in order to verify compliance with 
this Standard that is in line with the scale of the organization and the intensity of 
management activities, including: - frequency. -–methods. - responsibilities. - criteria and 
scope.  b) evidence that the internal auditing program is planned, implemented, and 
maintained. c) evidence that the results of previous audits are considered. d) evidence that 
the audit process is conducted in an objective and impartial manner. e) evidence that the 
results of the internal audits are documented and reported to the relevant management. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.3 Management review 

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include  a) 
the status of actions from previous management reviews; b) changes in external and 
internal issues that are relevant to the management system; c) information on the 
organisation’s performance, including trends in: • nonconformities and corrective 
actions;• monitoring and measurement results; • audit results; d) opportunities for 
continual improvement.  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.4 a), b) and c):   

The organization shall conduct annual management review and incorporate the results for 
continuous improvement of the sustainable forest management. 

Indicators:  

a) evidence that the organization's top management promotes annual management review. 

b) evidence that the management review consider: - the status of activities in prior 
management –eview .  - changes in external and internal issues that are relevant for the 
sustainable forest management–system.  - information about the organization's 
environmental, social, and economic performance, including trends in: ● non-conformites 
and corrective Measures. ● monitoring results. ● audit findings. - opportunities for 
continuous improvement. c) evidence that the results of management review  include 
decisions related to continuous improvement and the need for changes in the management 
system and execution of forest management and associated activities. d) evidence that the 
results of the management review are documented and maintained. e) evidence that 
compliance, improvement, and efficacy of the sustainable forest management system are 
continuously improved. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include 
decisions related to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the 
management system. 

See above (e)  
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of 
management reviews shall be retained 

See above (d)  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10. IMPROVEMENT 

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action 

10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: a) 
react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: i. take action to control and correct it; ii. 
deal with the consequences; b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the 
nonconformity, in order that it does not  recur or occur elsewhere, by: i. reviewing the 
nonconformity; ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; iii. determining if similar 
nonconformities exist, or could potentially occur; c) implement any action needed; d) 
review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken; e) make changes to the 
management system, if necessary. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.3:  

The organization shall implement activities to address any non-conformities identified in 
order to minimize their consequences and avoid recurrence. 

Indicators: a) evidence that appropriate measures are taken to control, correct, and mitigate 
(when applicable) damage caused by any identified non-conformities. b) evidence that the 
identified non-conformities are analyzed in order to: - determine causes. - determine whether 
similar non-conformities exist or could occur. - determine appropriate corrective measures to 
eliminate the identified causes in order to avoid recurrence of the non-conformity. c) 
evidence that corrective measures defined to eliminate the identified causes were 
implemented and their effectiveness analysed. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be appropriate to the effects of 
the nonconformities encountered. 

See above (c) 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as 
evidence of: a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions taken; b) 
the results of any corrective action. 
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The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.3 d)  

The organization shall implement activities to address any non-conformities identified in 
order to minimize their consequences and avoid recurrence. 

Indicator: d) documented evidence of the non-conformities identified, the corrective 
measures implemented, and their results. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable 
forest management system and the sustainable management of the forest shall be 
continuously improved  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.4 e) The organization shall conduct an annual 
management review and incorporate the results for continuous improvement of sustainable forest 
management. 

Indicator: e) Evidence that compliance, improvement, and efficacy of the sustainable forest 
management system are continuously improved. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.2 PLANTATION FORESTS 

This section assesses of the forest certification standard(s) against PEFC ST 1003, Sustainable Forest 
Management – Requirements.  The plantation forest management standard document is ABNT NBR 
14789:2021.  

REQUIREMENT 4.1 GENERAL:  

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-
national forest management standards shall: 

a) include management and performance requirements that are applicable at the forest 
management unit level, or at another level as appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all 
requirements is achieved at the forest management unit level; 

The standard defines FMU at 2.44 “an area subject to evaluation of compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard, defined for the purpose of good management practices in social, 
environmental, and economic terms.” 

At 3, the standard states: “A criterion is considered to be implemented when compliance with its 
respective indicators is demonstrated. A principle is considered to be implemented when all of its 
respective criteria are confirmed to have been met. Finally, sustainable forest management 
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according to this Standard is considered to be implemented when all the principles are confirmed to 
have been implemented.” 

As noted above, , the standard does not make the scope of the application clear to cover native 
forests or plantation forests. It is clear that under the Forest Code Law 12,651 of 2012), native 
forestry is only permitted once licensed by Sisnama (the regulator), and the granting of a Sustainable 
Forest Management Plan (PMFS -- Plano de Manejo Florestal Sustentável). The PMFS must meet 
certain criteria under Article 31.  

Planted forests are only permitted outside of Permanent Preservation Areas, and Legal Reserves 
(Article 32), and on agricultural land (e.g. Presidential Decree No. 8,375 OF December 11, 2014).  

Although Brazilian laws and regulation clearly define and differentiate plantation and native forestry, 
this should nonetheless be defined within the standard, and/or explained in system documentation 
to meet the requirements of 4.1 i) (see below). 

b) be clear, performance based and auditable; 

3 also defines the overall structure of the principles, criteria and indicators. The structure of the 
standard follows this, with indicators that are clear, performance-based and auditable, and defined 
as with qualitative and quantitative. This is elaborated at 2.23 in the definition of indicator: 
“quantitative or qualitative parameter that makes it possible to objectively and unambiguously 
assess the characteristics of a forest ecosystem or related social system, or which describes 
elements of forest management and the productive processes conducted within this ecosystem.” 

c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the defined forest area who have an impact on 
achieving compliance with the requirements; 

There is no clear statement within the standard  or in the references provided that actually states 
who the standard is applicable to, e.g. forestry operators. However, the definition of organization 
(2.28: organization: company, corporation, firm, business, or institution, or any part of combination 
of these, public or private, anonymous or limited partnership, or with any other type of bylaws, with 
its own administrative structure and functions.” In conjunction with “3.1.5 The organization shall 
possess a public commitment to perform sustainable forest management according to the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance” would indicate that the standard meets the requirements.  

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence of compliance with the requirements of the 
forest management standards; 

Compliance with all indicators at 3.2.1 (i.e. every indicator) within the standard requires either 
documented evidence of, of the existence of planning documentation, management records and 
review documentation. This has been checked against all indicators within the standard 

e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another system specific claim, as claim to be used to 
communicate the origin of products in an area covered by the standard to customers with a PEFC 
chain of custody;  
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f) require that where owners/managers of forests are selling products from areas other than 
covered by the standard, only products from areas covered by the standard are sold with the claim 
“100% PEFC-certified” or a system specific claim;  

g) require that claims on the origin of products in an area covered by the standard are only made 
by forest owners/managers co92rganizati PEFC recognised certificate issued against the standard;  

h) specify requirements concerning the information which need to be provided to a PEFC chain of 
custody certified customer; 

The standard meets the requirements, with the specification identified at PEFC Brazil procedure SG 
03.01 12:  

12.  Additional requirements for use of PEFC trademarks: The requirements described 
here are based on PEFC ST 2001 PEFC Trademarks Rules and PEFC certification standards for 
forest management and chain of custody. 

12.1 Only PEFC certified products under an approved certification scope should be claim 
as such. Sales and/or delivery documents for products commercialized as certified must 
include at least the following information: a) the PEFC claim for each certified product. 
For forest management the declaration is 100% PEFC Certified. Chain of custody includes 
other claims as defined in this document. b) the numbering of the certificate of 
conformity corresponding to the origin (certified organization or forest management 
unit(s)).; d) Existence of sales and/or delivery documentation for commercialized goods 
from the assessed forest management unit that includes the following data: — Client 
identification; — Supplier identification; —Identification of each product, including 
common name and scientific (species) name; — Quantity delivered for each product covered 
by the documentation; — Date document was issued; — Claim for each product from 
the assessed forest management unit included in the aforementioned documentation; —
 Code pertaining to the supplier’s forest management unit certification; (e)Only PEFC 
certified products under an approved certification scope should be claim as such. 

i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if requirements of this benchmark are not reflected 
in the regional, national or sub-national standard, because they are already addressed through the 
legislation. 

The standard makes a considerable number of references to national and other regulation 
throughout the text and for a number of specific requirements. These are listed below. There is no 
overview of the legislation that is applicable to these requirements, and it should be provided, 
potentially in an Annex or guidance document.  These are listed as follows :. 

PEFC Requirement  PEFC Brazil reference (14789) 

4.1 a)     See assessment above 

6.2.1    3.2.1 a), 3.1.1 a) and b)  

6.2.2    3.2.1 
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6.3.1.1    3.1.1 d) 

6.3.2.1    3.1.2 a), d) and  e) 

6.3.4.3    3.1.3 b) 

7.1.4    3.1.2 

8.2.5    3.4.6 

8.4.1    3.2.1 

8.4.12    3.3.2 

8.6.4    3.5.2 b) and c)  

8.6.5    3.5.2 b) 

8.6.6    3.5.2 c) 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders. The standard 
requires that the organisation shall determine: a) the affected stakeholders that are 
relevant to the sustainable forest management; b) the relevant needs and expectations of 
these stakeholders. 

Stakeholders are defined at 2.29, providing examples as: local communities, indigenous peoples 
and/or traditional communities, workers, forest dwellers, neighbors, owners of land downstream, 
local processors, local businesses, those holding land use and land tenure rights, including 
landowners, organizations that are authorized to or known to act on behalf of the stakeholders, etc. 

Determining needs and expectations of the stakeholders is met by Criterion 3.5.1, a) to f) 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

4.3 Determining the scope of the management system 

4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine the boundaries and 
applicability of the management system to establish its scope 

Although the reference 3.2.1 identifies the plan for the managed forest area, the boundaries and 
scope are established at 3.1.2, which defines rights of ownership, and requires that borders of the 
FMU are identified at (e). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall comprise the cycle of inventory 
and planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an 
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appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts of forest 
management practices. This shall form a basis for a cycle of continuous improvement 

3.2.1 requires that forest management plan is drafted; pre-harvest inventory is required at (b) and 
(d); planning of all operations is required at (b) through (i); these cover all social, environmental and 
economic impacts. 3.2.1 also states that operations  must be based on the SFM plan. 

Criterion 3.6.1 is the conducting of monitoring operations, (a) through (l); social, economic and 
environmental indicators are included, notably at (b).  

Criterion 3.6.4 covers continuous improvement, with indicators (a) through (e) covering social, 
economic and environmental indicators. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5. LEADERSHIP 

5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment: a) to comply 
with the sustainable forest management standard and other applicable requirements of 
the certification system; b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest management 
system. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.1.5:  

The organization shall possess a public commitment to perform sustainable forest 
management according to the applicable requirements for assessing compliance. 

Indicators: a) Existence of a formal commitment by the organization to perform 
sustainable forest management and improve it continuously in line with the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance. b) Evidence that the commitment cited in the 
previous indicator is available to the public. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly available. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.1.5 (b) (above)  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable forest management shall be 
clearly defined and assigned. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirement at 3.2.1 (e):  

e) Evidence that the parties responsible for the sustainable forest management plan are 
clearly defined and identified; 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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6. PLANNING 

6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities 

6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall consider risks and opportunities 
concerning compliance with the requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and 
scale of the operations of the organisation shall be considered. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 3.2.1 (a):  

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan drafted according 
to applicable legislation, documented, and updated, which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities related to compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard are continuously identified and considered in forest 
management according to the size, intensity of management activities, and scale of 
operations, considering changes in the current scenario. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest resources shall be 
established and maintained, adequate to local and national conditions and in 
correspondence with the requirements described in this international benchmark 
standard. 

Pre-harvest-inventory and mapping of the FMU is required as part of the forest management plan at 
3.2.1 (c); Inventory and mapping is maintained by virtue of the plan itself, which requires “Inventory 
of the managed forest resources” and “Management conditions as a function of specific regional and 
local characteristics” and further evidence at (j) that ” Evidence that the documented procedures are 
kept up to date.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2 Management plan 

6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be: a) elaborated and 
periodically updated or continually adjusted; b) appropriate to the size and use of the 
forest area; c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation as well as 
existing land-use or other official plans; and d) adequately covering forest resources. 

Requirements for continual updating and adjustment are met at 3.2.1 (a): 3.2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan drafted according 
to applicable legislation, documented, and updated, which includes management activities or 
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references associates documentation considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities related to compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard are continuously identified and considered in forest 
management according to the size, intensity of management activities, and scale of 
operations, considering changes in the current scenario. 

Requirements for plans to consider size are met at 3.2.1 (a): (above)  

Requirements for planning based on local, national and international legislation are met at 3.1.1 (a) 
and (b), 3.1.2 (a) and (b) 

3.1.1 The organization shall carry out activities related to establishing and managing its 
forests in accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and conventions applicable to forest 
management. 

a) Existence of procedures to identify and access laws, agreements, treaties, and conventions 
applicable to forest management and determine how these obligations apply to the 
organization 

b) Existence of records providing compliance with legislation, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management. 

3.1.2 - The organization's rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources 
and/or land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

The organization's rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management units are identified, recognized, and respected according to current legislation 
and applicable treaties and international conventions ratified by the country b) Evidence that 
forestry practices and operations are carried out in compliance with the established structure 
of legal, customary, and traditional rights, as described in ILO Convention 169 and UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the different 
uses or functions of the managed forest area. 
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3.2.1 Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, documented, and updated, which includes management 
activities or references associates documentation considering different land use, organization 
size, intensity of management activities, and function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities related to compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard are continuously identified and considered in forest 
management according to the size, intensity of management activities, and scale of 
operations, considering changes in the current scenario. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include at least a description of 
the current forest management unit, long-term objectives, and the average annual 
allowable cut, including its justification.  

The Criterion 3.2.1 plan at (c) must contain: objectives that are for “maintaining and protecting the 
social, environmental, and economic functions”: 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over the long term, and is compatible with the 
size of the forest management unit and scale of operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, environmental, and economic functions of the forests 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of non-wood forest products 
shall be included in the management plan where forest management covers commercial 
use of non-wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their long-term 
sustainability 

The plan at 3.2.1 also requires that “Where non-wood products are commercially utilized, document 
the permitted annual rate of use, when this might affect long-term sustainability.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways and means to minimise 
the risk of degradation and damage to forest ecosystems. 

The management plan at 3.2.1 must specify “Environmental safeguards that specify how to minimize 
risks of degradation and damage to forest ecosystems.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the results of 
scientific research. 
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3.4.1: “Forest management shall incorporate scientific and technical information and also be 
appropriate for local characteristics.”; “Evidence that the forest management employed is 
based on the findings of research, scientific studies, and the like conducted with relation to 
conditions similar to those in the forest management unit.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management plan, appropriate to the 
scope and scale of forest management, shall be publicly available and shall include 
information on the general objectives and forest management principles.  

The requirements are met at 3.2.1 (h) 

3.2.1 h) - Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, documented, and updated, which includes management 
activities or references associates documentation considering different land use, organization 
size, intensity of management activities, and function of the managed forest area. 

Indicator: h) Evidence that a summary of the sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the scope, organization's size, and intensity of forest management activities 
is available to the public and contains information about the overall objectives and principles 
of forest management. Confidential information, or sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural resources may be omitted. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available 
summary of the management plan may exclude confidential business and personal 
information and other information made confidential by applicable legislation or for the 
protection of cultural sites or sensitive natural resource features. 

The requirements are met at 3.2.1 (h) 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan drafted according 
to applicable legislation, documented, and updated, which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of the managed forest area. 

Indicator: h) Evidence that a summary of the sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the scope, organization's size, and intensity of forest management activities 
is available to the public and contains information about the overall objectives and principles 
of forest management. Confidential information, or sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural resources may be omitted. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3 Compliance requirements 

6.3.1 Legal compliance 



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 99 of 449 

6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall identify and have access to the 
legislation applicable to its forest management and determine how these compliance 
obligations apply to the organisation. Note: For a country which has signed a FLEGT 
Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the European Union and the producing 
country, the “legislation applicable to forest management” is defined by the VPA 
agreement. 

The requirements are met at 3.1.1 (a):   

The organization shall carry out activities related to establishing and managing its forests in 
accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and conventions applicable to forest 
management. 

Indicators: a) Existence of procedures to identify and access laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management and determine how these obligations apply to 
the organization 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organisation shall comply with applicable local, 
national and international legislation on forest management, including but not limited to 
forest management practices; nature and environmental protection; protected and 
endangered species; property, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous peoples, local 
communities or other affected stakeholders; health, labour and safety issues; anti-
corruption and the payment of applicable royalties and taxes. 

The standard mees the requirements at 3.1.1 (b). 3.1.1  

The organization shall carry out activities related to establishing and managing its forests in 
accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and conventions applicable to forest 
management. 

Indicator: b) Existence of records providing compliance with legislation, agreements, treaties, 
and conventions applicable to forest management. 

In addition, compliance is further delivered at 3.1.3 a), b) and g) 

3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that social security/pension for all workers is in compliance with 
current legislation. When there are pending issues related to social security/pension, the 
organization shall prove it is monitoring these pending issues and working to correct them. b)
 Evidence that all aspects related to labor legislation are in compliance with current 
legislation including collective or individual agreements, collective conventions, and 
regulatory labor standards. g) Evidence that the organization is in compliance in terms of 
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payment of royalties and appliable taxes and tributes. When payments are pending, a plan 
to pay off the debts shall be made with the creditor or institution. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption legislation exists, the 
organisation must take alternative anti-corruption measures appropriate to the risk of 
corruption. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 (d). The organization shall carry out activities related 
to establishing and managing its forests in accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management. 

Indicators: d) Existence of anti-corruption mechanisms in line with existing legislation, as well as 
evidence of implementation and corrective measures (when necessary) 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be implemented to address protection 
of the forest from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally 
initiated fires, and other illegal activities. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.4 a) and b): 3.1.4 T 

he organization shall implement measures to ensure the production of the forest 
management unit against illegal or unauthorized activities such as extraction of wood or 
other products, land use, hunting, fishing, fires, etc. 

Indicators: a) Existence of mechanisms to protect the forest management unit and control 
illegal or unauthorized activities there according to the size of the organization and intensity 
of management activities. b) Existence of records of illegal or unauthorized activities within 
the forest management unit and measures taken to avoid or minimize such activities. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land 

6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership and land tenure 
arrangements shall be clearly defined, documented and established for the relevant 
management unit. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest 
land shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 (a), (d) and (e): 3.1.2  

The organization's rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
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management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management units are identified, recognized, and respected according to current legislation 
and applicable treaties and international conventions ratified by the country; d) Evidence 
that local communities are identified and their legal rights are respected by forest 
management; e) Evidence that the organization's rights of ownership, land use, and use of 
forest resources and/or land tenure rights are long-term (lasting at least one full rotation or 
harvesting cycle) and are documented and established for the forest management unit 
according to current legislation 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall be conducted in 
recognition of the established framework of legal, customary and traditional rights such as 
outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which 
shall not be infringed upon without the free, prior and informed consent of the holders of 
the rights, including the provision of compensation where applicable. Where the extent of 
rights is not yet resolved, or is in dispute, there are processes for just and fair resolution. 
In such cases forest managers shall, in the interim, provide meaningful opportunities for 
parties to be engaged in forest management decisions whilst respecting the processes and 
roles and responsibilities laid out in the policies and laws where the certification takes 
place. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 (b), (c), (f):  

“c) evidence that forestry practices and operations are carried out in compliance with the 
established structure of legal, customary, and traditional rights, as described in ILO 
Convention 169 and UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; c) evidence that the 
organization does not infringe upon customary and traditional rights within the forest 
management unit without free, prior, and informed consent from rights holders, inducing 
compensation, when applicable”; (f) existence of suitable mechanisms to communicate and 
refer complaints, conflicts, and litigation related to the organization's rights of ownership, 
use of land and forest resources, and/or land tenure rights. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall respect human 
rights as defined by the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 (c): 3.1.1  

The organization shall carry out activities related to establishing and managing its forests in 
accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and conventions applicable to forest 
management. 
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Indicators: c) Evidence that the organization respects human rights as defined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions 

6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall comply with 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions have been ratified, the 
requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a fundamental convention has not been 
ratified and its content is not covered by applicable legislation, specific requirements shall 
be included in the forest management standard. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (c):  

3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: c) Evidence of compliance with fundamental ILO conventions, as well as other ILO 
conventions ratified by the country. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions 

6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be planned, organised and 
performed in a manner that enables health and accident risks to be identified and all 
reasonable measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related risks. Workers 
shall be informed about the risks involved with their work and about preventive measures. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (j): 3.1.3  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: j) Existence of a workplace health and safety program in line with legal 
requirements, implemented in such a way that risks to health and accidents can be identified 
and measures can be implemented to protect workers from work-related risks. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be safe, and guidance and 
training in safe working practices shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in forest 
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operations. Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or applicable 
collective agreements.  

The standard meets the requirements at: 3.1.3 (j) (safety) (see above) and 3.2.5 (a) (guidance and 
training); 3.1.3 (b) hours and leave:  

3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: j) Existence of a workplace health and safety program in line with legal 
requirements, implemented in such a way that risks to health and accidents can be identified 
and measures can be implemented to protect workers from work-related risks. 

3.2.5 - The organization shall ensure that forest managers, service providers, workers, and 
forest owners are trained and updated with regard to sustainable forest management as a 
prerequisite for planning and for the forest management practices described in this 
Standard. 

Indicators: a) Existence of an ongoing training program for management and workers in 
order to ensure that the sustainable forest management plan, procedures, and operational 
guidelines are correctly understood and carried out, including: — Operational procedures 
and guidelines; — Safe working practices and guidelines related to the risks involved in work 
and preventive measures; — Environmental concerns related to activities; b) Existence of 
records of trainings held according to the established program. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant forest workers as well as of 
contractors and other operators operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at 
least legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collective bargaining 
agreements.  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (b):  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions  

Indicators: (b) Evidence that all aspects related to labor legislation are in compliance with 
current legislation including collective or individual agreements, collective conventions, and 
regulatory labor standards. 

In addition, workers are defined in 2.40 as “people employed directly in administrative or 
operational sectors, or who are self-employed or subcontracted by an organization or by wood 
purchasers who work in the forest management unit.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed to equal opportunities, 
non-discrimination and freedom from workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be 
promoted. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 (d): 3.1.3  

Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

d) Evidence that the organization promotes equal opportunities without discrimination, 
including a workplace free of harassment and promotion of gender equality. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7. SUPPORT 

7.1 Resources 

7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine and provide the 
resources needed for the establishment, implementation, maintenance and continual 
improvement of the sustainable forest management system. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.3, indicators (a) to (c): 3.2.3 –  

The organization shall determine and provide the resources needed to establish, implement, 
maintain, and continuously improve the sustainable forest management system. 

Indicators: a) Existence of a budget plan with planned environmental, social, and 
operational investments and costs that ensure implementation of the sustainable forest 
management plan. b) Evidence that the organization has human resources compatible 
with the activities described in the sustainable forest management plan c) Evidence 
that the forest management is economically viable, considering the possibilities of new 
markets and economic activities related to all the relevant forest goods and services, when 
applicable. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.2 Competence 

7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, employees and forest 
owners shall be provided with sufficient information and kept up-to-date through 
continuous training in relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition for all 
management planning and practices described in this benchmark. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.5 (a) and (b):  
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The organization shall ensure that forest managers, service providers, workers, and forest 
owners are trained and updated with regard to sustainable forest management as a 
prerequisite for planning and for the forest management practices described in this 
Standard. 

Indicators: a) Existence of an ongoing training program for management and workers in 
order to ensure that the sustainable forest management plan, procedures, and operational 
guidelines are correctly understood and carried out, including: — Operational 
procedures and guidelines — Safe working practices and guidelines related to the risks 
involved in work and preventive measures — Environmental concerns related to activities 
b) Existence of records of trainings held according to the established program. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.3 Communication 

7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and consultation with local 
communities, indigenous peoples and other stakeholders relating to sustainable forest 
management shall be provided.  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.3, indicators (a), (b) and (c) 

3.5.3 The organization shall implant mechanisms to communicate, disseminate, and resolve 
complaints, conflicts, and litigation with stakeholders. 

Indicators: a) Existence of programs implemented for consultations, dissemination, and 
dialog channels that allow effective communication with local and traditional communities, 
indigenous peoples, and other stakeholders related to forest management b) Existence of 
appropriate mechanisms to resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation related to forest 
management operations c) Existence of records that protests by stakeholders were received 
and analyzed, decisions made, and responses provided. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.4 Complaints 

7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in place for resolving 
complaints and disputes relating to forest management operations, land use rights and 
work conditions. 

The standard meets the requirements for communities, indigenous people and stakeholders at 3.5.3 
(b); for land rights at 3.1.2 (f) and workers at 3.1.3 (h). 

3.5.3 The organization shall implant mechanisms to communicate, disseminate, and resolve 
complaints, conflicts, and litigation with stakeholders. 

Indicators: b) Existence of appropriate mechanisms to resolve complaints, conflicts, and 
litigation related to forest management operations 



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 106 of 449 

3.1.2 The organization's rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources 
and/or land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators:  f) Existence of suitable mechanisms to resolve complaints, conflicts, and 
litigation related to the organization's rights of ownership, use of land and forest resources, 
and/or land tenure rights 

3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or individual agreements, collective conventions, 
and fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: h) Existence of appropriate mechanisms to resolve complaints, conflicts, and 
litigation related to working conditions, labor and social security/pension issues, and labor-
related taxes. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.5 Documented Information 

7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management system shall include 
documented information required by the standard and determined by the organisation as 
being necessary for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system. 

A requirement for a management system is stipulated at 3.6; “The organization shall have a system 
to monitor, assess, and critically analyze the performance of the sustainable forest management 
system that includes environmental, social, and economic aspects for continuous improvement. The 
criteria and indicators to be met are described in items 3.6.1 to 3.6.4.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is relevant, and updated as 
appropriate, to the activities of the organisation. 

The documented information stipulated in 3.6.1 to 3.6.4 includes:  

“monitoring to assess its environmental, social, and economic performance, in accordance 
with the scale of the organization and its management objectives”;  

“The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements”; 

“implement activities to address any non-conformities identified in order to minimize their 
consequences and avoid recurrence” 
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“annual management review and incorporate the results for continuous improvement of the 
sustainable forest management” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8. OPERATION 

8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their 
contribution to the global carbon cycle 

8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to maintain or increase forests and 
their ecosystem services and maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and 
social values of forest resources. 

The requirements are met at both 3.2 and 3.3. 

3.2 - Forest management planning shall focus on the health and vitality of forest ecosystems 
in order to maintain and expand the economic, environmental, cultural, and social value of 
the forest. Forest shall be managed so that activity helps preserve renewable natural 
resources. 

3.3 - The organization shall manage the forest in order to minimize negative effects from 
management activities on environmental value. Native ecosystems, areas of ecological and 
social interest, and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the forest resources and the 
capacity of the forest to store and sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium 
and long term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate silvicultural 
measures and preferring techniques that minimise adverse impacts on forest resources. 

The standard meets the requirement at 3.3.2:  

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered, with best use of the 
structures and natural processes. 

Indicators: c) Evidence of actions to maintain or improve ecosystem services, such as 
potential to control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, regulate the climate, sequester 
carbon, and other services that regulate or support the ecosystem. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in management operations, 
such as greenhouse gas emission reductions and efficient use of resources shall be 
encouraged  
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The standard does not address this requirem/ent.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION:  MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified 
circumstances where the conversion: a) is in compliance with national and regional policy 
and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national 
or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority 
including consultation with affected stakeholders; and b) entails a small proportion (no 
greater than 5%) of forest type within the certified area; and c) does not have negative 
impacts on ecologically important forest areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or 
other protected areas; and d) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; 
and e) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social benefits. 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b):  

3.3.5 Conversion of land use by replacing natural ecosystems shall not occur except when 
justified. If severely degraded forests are converted into planted forests, this shall meet prior 
conditions established to add economic, ecological, social, and/or cultural value. 

Indicators: a) Evidence of no conversion except  in justified circumstances. NOTE 1 Planted 
forest established in areas that were converted after December 31, 2010 without justification 
are not eligible for assessment of compliance.  NOTE 2 Conversion to install the infrastructure 
necessary to implement and execute the sustainable forest management plan (such as main 
and secondary roadways, log yards, and other infrastructure elements) are not considered 
conversions in the context of this indicator. b) Evidence that conversion after December 31, 
2010 only occurred in justified circumstances in which: — It is in compliance with 
national, regional, and local policy and legislation related to land use and forest 
management, including stakeholder consultations, offering them chances to participate in 
making the decision on conversion; — It represents a small portion (no greater than 5%) of 
the total area; — There are no significant negative impacts on threatened species, 
threatened ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially important areas, and important habitats for threatened species or other protected 
areas; — Makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social 
benefits. 

Although the requirement addresses conversion, the ‘small proportion’ prohibition is specific with 
regards to forest type within the certified area, and this is not addressed appropriately.  

However, it should be noted that this requirement is not necessary for the management of 
plantations, and its appearance in the plantation standard creates ambiguity, particularly as the 
requirement does not conform to the PEFC requirements.  

A definition for high carbon stock is not provided or addressed.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 
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8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest 
ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use 
and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed 
by a governmental or other official authority; and b) is established based on a decision-
making basis where affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion through transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; and c) does not have negative impacts on threatened (including vulnerable, 
rare or endangered) nonforest ecosystems, culturally and socially significant areas, 
important habitats of threatened  species or other protected areas; and d) entails a small 
proportion of the ecologically important non-forest ecosystem managed by an 
organisation; and e) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and f) makes 
a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and social benefits. 

A definition for high carbon stock is not provided or addressed.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON-CONFORMITY 

8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest 
plantations is being considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural 
value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where the conversion: a) is in 
compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and 
forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and b) is established based on a decision-making 
basis where affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the decision-making 
on conversion through transparent and participatory consultation processes; and c) has a 
positive impact on long-term carbon sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; and d) 
does not have negative impacts on ecologically important forest areas, culturally and 
socially significant areas, or other protected areas; and e) safeguards protective functions 
of forests for society and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services; and f) 
safeguards socio-economic functions of forests, including the recreational function and 
aesthetic  values of forests and other cultural services; and g) has a land history providing 
evidence that the degradation is not the consequence of deliberate poor forest 
management practices; and h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating that the area 
is neither recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5: 3.3.5  

Conversion of land use by replacing natural ecosystems shall not occur except when justified. 
If severely degraded forests are converted into planted forests, this shall meet prior 
conditions established to add economic, ecological, social, and/or cultural value. 

Indicators: c) Evidence that, if conversion of severely degraded forests into planted forests 
is under consideration, this process will add economic, ecological, social, and/or cultural 
value. Prerequisites to add this value are circumstances in which the conversion: Is in 
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compliance with national, regional, and local policy and legislation applicablefor land use 
and forest management, including stakeholder consultations, offering them chances to 
contribute to the decision-making  on conversion; — does nothave significant negative 
impacts on threatened species, threatened ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and socially important areas, and important habitats of 
threatened species or other protected areas; — safeguards protective  functions of forests 
for society and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services; — Safeguards  socio-
economic functions of forests, including the recreational function and aesthetic value of 
forests and other cultural services; — Provides evidence that the degradation did not 
result from improper forest management processes by the same organization; —  is based on 
credible evidence demonstrating that the area is neither recovered nor in the process of 
recovery. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality 

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall be 
maintained or enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever 
and as far as economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures and processes 
and using preventive biological measures. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.2 (a) to (f):  

3.3.2 - The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered, with best use of the 
structures and natural processes. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that the species diversity and ecosystems in the forest management 
unit are identified and recognized. b) Existence of measures to maintain or improve 
biodiversity. c) Evidence of actions to maintain or improve ecosystem services, such as 
potential to control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, regulate the climate, sequester 
carbon, and other services that regulate or support the ecosystem. d) Evidence that the 
layout or demarcation of the planted forests helps maintain or improve ecological 
connectivity, considering the context of the landscape. The size and distribution of areas with 
naturally occurring vegetation shall be identified during the preparation phase of 
establishing new planted forests, based on the social and environmental assessments, and 
shall also be reviewed during subsequent phases of new replanting efforts. e) Evidence 
that protective measures are taken to minimize the impact of domesticated animals on soil 
and biodiversity (when applicable). f) Evidence of activities to recover  degraded areas 
identified in the forest management unit, based on techniques adapted to the local 
conditions. In activities to recover degraded areas in natural remnants found within the 
plantations, the use of native species should be prioritized. Areas undergoing recovery shall 
be protected from forest operations, including pressure from domestic and wild animals. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and structural diversity shall be 
encouraged or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to 
adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation mechanisms. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.2 (a) and (e) 3.4.2 Genetic diversity (species and 
structural) shall be improved, encouraged, or maintained. Introduction and utilization of genetic 
material shall take place in a controlled manner and following biosafety standards. Prior experience 
with the material is required, proving its potential for forest production in the region and permitting 
potential environmental impacts to be assessed. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that the genetic base is continuously maintained or improved, according to 
the scale and objectives of forest management; e) Evidence that structural diversity is 
maintained or intensified by varying the size and layout of stands, species, genetic, diversity, and age 
class. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to regions where fire is an 
essential tool in forest management for regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat 
management or a recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases adequate 
management and control measures shall be taken. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 (d)  

Integrated pest and disease management techniques shall be adopted to protect the planted 
forests. 

Indicator: d) Existence of a system to prevent, monitor, and control forest fires, specific 
for the organization or in partnership. In the exceptional case of fire used for silvicultural 
purposes, legal requirements shall be observed and effective methods shall be adopted to 
control and minimize negative impacts. 

In addition, Brazil places a blanket prohibition on the use of fire as part of the country’s Forest Code, 
specifically Article 38, which provides limited exceptions as follows:  

- in places or regions whose peculiarities justify the use of fire in agropastoral or forestry 
practices (with approval from the competent state environmental agency, which further 
requires studies and planning documents to be submitted for license approval);  

- use of controlled burning in Conservation Units aiming at the conservationist management 
of native vegetation, where ecological characteristics are evolutionarily associated with the 
occurrence of fire; 

- scientific research activities linked to a research project duly approved by the competent 
bodies and carried out by a recognized research institution. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management practices such as 
reforestation and afforestation with tree species and provenances that are suited to the 



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 112 of 449 

site conditions or the use of tending, harvesting and transport techniques that minimise 
tree and/or soil damages shall be applied.  

The standard meets the requirements in terms of ensuring appropriate practices are used, with the 
references as follows 

3.2.2 - The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that forest species are suited to the local soil and climate conditions 
and the planned end uses b) Evidence that suitable practices for planting, reform, or 
coppicing are adopted to ensure the quality and quantity of forest resources c) Evidence 
that practices which indicate efficient utilization of the forest resources produced are 
adopted d) Existence of environmentally suitable explanations for determining the 
destination of forest harvesting byproducts, such as reducing, reuse, or disposal e)
 Evidence that the harvest levels of wood and non-wood forest products that are 
commercially utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement rates, 
according to the plan 

3.3.1 The organization shall identify and assess environmental value and impacts, including 
defining and implementing measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts 

Indicators: d) Evidence that the documented operational procedures consider 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate negative impacts on environmental 
values. 

3.4.4 - Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out 
in a way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that construction of infrastructure and forest operations are carried 
out as planned in the planning stages and in the operational procedures and guidelines b)
 Evidence that the infrastructure is planned and constructed and the forest operations 
are carried out in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and also considers the existence of endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species or other key species, particularly their identified 
migration patterns c) Evidence that silviculture and forest procedures and harvest 
operations are carried out in a way that does not cause irreversible damage to ecosystems d)
 Evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, 
and mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation. Areas susceptible to erosion shall be 
considered, and the techniques and machinery utilized in the operations shall be adapted to 
the soil, topography, and local climate conditions. e) Evidence that adequate 
infrastructure such as roadways, skid trails, and bridges is planned, constructed, and 
maintained in a way that minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, and preserves the level and 
natural function of bodies of water and riverbeds. f) Evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, and mitigates (when necessary) adverse 
effects on water resources The water balance and water quality downstream cannot be 
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significantly affected by forest operations g) Evidence that when fertilizers are applied, 
procedures exist based on technical justifications that consider environmental concerns h)
 Evidence that fertilizer use is controlled, when used. i) Evidence that vehicles, 
machinery, and equipment that use oil-based fuels are maintained in a good state of repair 
to control emission of atmospheric pollutants. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land shall 
be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be collected, stored in designated 
areas and removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spillage of oil or fuel 
during forest management operations shall be prevented. Emergency procedures for the 
minimisation of risk of environmental harm arising from the accidental spillage shall be in 
place. 

The standard meets the requirements; although the “indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land 
shall be strictly avoided” is not included, this is nonetheless implied by the indicators, as is the 
requirement for waste being “stored”.  

Additional requirements for the storage, transport and use of oils and fuels are at 3.4.5. 

See: 3.4.6 The organization shall adopt and implement an environmentally appropriate 
management plan for solid waste and effluents/wastewater in accordance with applicable 
legislation. 

Indicators: a) Existence of an environmentally appropriate waste management plan in 
place that includes collection, separation, transport, storage, redirection, and/pr final 
disposal, according to current legislation; b) Existence of records of environmentally 
appropriate redirection and/or final disposal of hazardous liquid and solid waste in 
accordance with current legislation;  c) Evidence that other liquid and solid waste is treated 
and disposed of in an environmentally appropriate manner, in accordance with current 
legislation; d) Existence of emergency procedures to address spills or leaks of hazardous 
products in order to minimize environmental damage. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY 

8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, appropriate silviculture 
alternatives and other biological measures shall be preferred to minimise the use of 
pesticides. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3  

Integrated pest and disease management techniques shall be adopted to protect the planted 
forests. 

Indicators: a) Existence of an Integrated pest and disease management plan c) Evidence of 
measures to minimize the use of chemical products to control pests and diseases that 
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consider natural biological control agents, silvicultural, physical, or mechanical techniques, 
and genetic improvement 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is documented. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.5   

The organization shall establish adequate measures for storage, transport, and use of 
pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: d) Existence of records of pesticide use, including but not limited to: —
 Trade name and active ingredient — Quantity of product applied — Dates of 
application — Location and area of application — Reason for/target of application —
 Method of application — Workers involved in application. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly 
toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, except where no other viable alternative is available. 
Any exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be defined in the 
national/regional standard.  

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.5  

The organization shall establish adequate measures for storage, transport, and use of 
pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that except for under government order, the organization does not 
use highly toxic pesticides that: — Are prohibited by current legislation — Are 
prohibited by international agreements such as the Stockholm Convention, Rotterdam 
Convention, and Montreal Protocol — Contain chlorinated hydrocarbons, the derivatives of 
which remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain well beyond the intended 
use — Are included in the WHO pesticide classifications 1a or 1b b) Evidence that the 
pesticide manufacturer's technical recommendations for handling, preparation, and 
application are followed c) Existence of procedures for pesticide use that consider 
climatic, soil, and topographic conditions 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose 
derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their 
intended use, and any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohibited. 

Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are defined in the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 
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See references above 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall follow the instructions given 
by the pesticide producer and be implemented with proper equipment by trained 
personnel. 

See references above 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they shall be applied in a 
controlled manner and with due consideration for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not 
be an alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources.  

Indicators: g) Evidence that when fertilizers are applied, procedures exist based on 
technical justifications that consider environmental concerns h) Evidence that fertilizer use is 
controlled, when used. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood 
and non-wood) 

8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to produce a range of wood and 
non-wood forest products and services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained. 

The standard meets the requirements at Principle 3.2: “Forest management planning should focus 
on the health and vitality of forest ecosystems in order to maintain and expand the economic, 
ecological, cultural, and social value of the forest.” 

It is implemented via the required implementation of the forest management plan (Criterion 2.1) 
and indicators as follows:  

b) Existence of a sustainable forest management plan approved by the relevant authority 
that stimulates diversified production of goods and services in the long term and contains: 
the objectives of the sustainable forest management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, environmental, and economic functions of the forests. 

It should also be noted that non-wood products are explicitly addressed in definitions of sustainable 
forest management (at 2.25) and that a harvesting plan for non-wood products is also addressed 
under Principle 3.2  a 3.2.2 (c). 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance shall be pursued, taking 
into account possibilities for new markets and economic activities in connection with all 
relevant goods and services of forests. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.2  

The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of 
forest resources. 

Indicator: e) Evidence that the harvest levels of wood and non-wood forest products that 
are commercially utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement rates, 
according to the plan. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and regeneration operations 
shall be carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not reduce the productive capacity 
of the site, for example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and trees. 

 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.1 (b); under the management plan and its 
impelemetation, operators are required to ensure:  

- management conditions as a function of specific regional and local characteristics and 
management techniques to be applied are accounted for; 

- there is a technical justification for defining the intensity of the forest management 
activities; 

- the multiannual plan for pre-harvesting, harvesting, and post-harvesting operations is 
carried out in order to minimize the negative effects caused by harvest of the remaining 
forest; 

- permitted annual harvest volume and minimum diameter for each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and forest characteristics are adhered to;  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood and non-wood forest 
products shall not exceed a rate that can be sustained in the long term, and optimum use 
shall be made of the harvested products. 

The standard meets the requirements at:  3.2.2  

The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of 
forest resources. 

Indicator: e) Evidence that the harvest levels of wood and non-wood forest products that 
are commercially utilized by the organization do not exceed the long-term replacement rates, 
according to the plan. 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or 
bridges shall be planned, established and maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods 
and services while minimising negative impacts on the environment. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: e) Evidence that adequate infrastructure such as roadways, skid trails, and 
bridges is planned, constructed, and maintained in a way that minimizes exposed soil, avoids 
erosion, and preserves the level and natural function of bodies of water and riverbeds. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological 
diversity in forest ecosystems 

8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or 
enhance biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, species and genetic levels. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.1.  

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable forest management plan drafted according 
to applicable legislation, documented, and updated, which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: b) Evidence that management planning is intended to maintain, preserve, or 
improve biodiversity in the landscape, ecosystem, species, and genetic levels 

In addition, 3.3.2 (b) requires “b) existence of measures to maintain or improve biodiversity” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning of forest resources shall 
identify, protect, conserve or set aside ecologically important forest areas. 

Note: This does not prohibit forest management activities that do not damage the 
important ecologic values of those biotopes. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.4  

Areas of relevant ecological and social interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes shall be identified, protected, 
maintained, or improved. 
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Indicators: c) Existence of measures to protect, maintain, or improve relevant areas of 
ecological and social interest in the forest management unit 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and endangered plant and animal 
species shall not be exploited for commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall 
be taken for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their population. 

Note: The requirement does not preclude trade according to CITES requirements. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.3 (c): – 

Measures to identify and protect endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered species and their 
habitats are implemented in the forest management unit. 

Indicators: c) Evidence that endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered species are not 
exploited for commercial purposes, except when permitted by law. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be ensured through natural 
regeneration or planting that is adequate to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest 
resources. 

The standard meets the requirements in part through 3.2.2 b) – 

 The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of 
forest resources. 

Indicators: b) Evidence that suitable practices for planting, reform, or coppicing are 
adopted to ensure the quality and quantity of forest resources.  

In addition, compliance is bolstered at: 3.3.2: “The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity 
shall be maintained or improved. Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be 
recovered, with best use of the structures and natural processes … In activities to recover degraded 
areas in natural remnants found within the plantations, the use of native species should be 
prioritized.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and afforestation origins of native 
species that are well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced 
species, provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the ecosystem and on 
the genetic integrity of native species and local provenances have been scientifically 
evaluated, and if negative impacts can be avoided or minimised. 
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Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding Principles for the Prevention, 
Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, 
Habitats or Species are recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive species. 

The requirements are met as follows: 3.2.2  

The organization shall adopt strategies oriented toward sustainable use and management of 
forest resources. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that forest species are suited to the local soil and climate conditions 
and the planned end uses 

3.6.1 The forest organization shall implement a monitoring and measurement plan to assess 
its performance that is in line with the scale, intensity, and objectives of management. 

Indicators: m) Existence of monitoring of invasive exotic species in areas set aside for 
conservation that could alter the balance between the occurring species. 

See also 3.3.2: “The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered, with best use of the structures 
and natural processes … In activities to recover degraded areas in natural remnants found within the 
plantations, the use of native species should be prioritized.” 

And 3.4.1: “Forest management shall incorporate scientific and technical information and also be 
appropriate for local characteristics.” 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and other tree planting 
activities that contribute to the improvement and restoration of ecological connectivity 
shall be promoted. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.2  

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered, with best use of the 
structures and natural processes. 

Indicators: d) Evidence that the layout or demarcation of the planted forests helps 
maintain or improve ecological connectivity, considering the context of the landscape. The 
size and distribution of areas with naturally occurring vegetation shall be identified during 
the preparation phase of establishing new planted forests, based on the social and 
environmental assessments, and shall also be reviewed during subsequent phases of new 
replanting efforts. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall not be used. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.2 (f):  



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 120 of 449 

Genetic diversity (species and structural) shall be improved, encouraged, or maintained. 
Introduction and utilization of genetic material shall take place in a controlled manner and 
following biosafety standards. Prior experience with the material is required, proving its 
potential for forest production in the region and permitting potential environmental impacts 
to be assessed. 

Indicators: f) Evidence of compliance with biosafety standards and techniques when 
genetically modified organisms are used in research areas. Genetically modified organisms 
cannot be used in commercial planted forests. 

NOTE   This restriction on the use of genetically modified trees was adopted as a 
precautionary measure until sufficient scientific data on genetically modified trees indicate 
that the impacts on human, animal, and environmental health are the same as or more 
beneficial than those presented by trees that have undergone improvement processes via 
traditional genetic improvement methods. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and vertical structures and 
the diversity of species such as mixed stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The 
practices shall also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.2 (e):  

Genetic diversity (species and structural) shall be improved, encouraged, or maintained. 
Introduction and utilization of genetic material shall take place in a controlled manner and 
following biosafety standards. Prior experience with the material is required, proving its 
potential for forest production in the region and permitting potential environmental impacts 
to be assessed. 

Indicators: e) Evidence that structural diversity is maintained or intensified by varying the 
size and layout of stands, species, genetic, diversity, and age class. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices that create valuable 
ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be supported, where appropriate. 

The standard implies this through the requirements at 3.5.2 “The organization's relationships with 
local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples shall value traditional knowledge and raise 
awareness about sustainable use of natural resources” with commercial recognition of traditional 
knowledge at (b). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting operations shall be conducted in 
a way that does not cause lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical 
measures shall be taken to maintain or improve biological diversity. 
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See 3.2.1 (b) “the multiannual plan for pre-harvesting, harvesting, and post-harvesting operations in 
order to minimize the negative effects caused by harvest of the remaining forest “; 3.4.1 (a) “forest 
management employed is based on the findings of research and scientific studies conducted in 
conditions similar to those in the forest management unit when available, lower-impact 
management techniques or similar approaches shall be utilized”; 3.4.2 “Forest management 
techniques to protect the forests and control exotic species, pests, and diseases when necessary, 
shall be adopted”; 3.4.3 (c) “evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned and constructed in a way 
that minimises damage to ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or representative 
ecosystems and genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key species – in 
particular their migration patterns – into consideration. 

See 3.4.4  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources (b) 
evidence that the infrastructure is planned and constructed and the forest operations are 
carried out in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and also considers the existence of endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species or other key species, particularly their identified or 
known migration patterns. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to management objectives, measures 
shall be taken to control the pressure of animal populations on forest regeneration and 
growth as well as on biodiversity. 

See 3.3.2 and 3.4.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered or restored, according 
to current legislation (d) protective measures are taken to minimize the impact of 
domesticated animals on biodiversity (when applicable);  

3.4.2 : Forest management techniques to protect the forests and control exotic species, pests, 
and diseases when necessary, shall be adopted. b) existence of measures to control exotic 
plant and animal species that could upset the balance between native species within the 
forest management unit, when applicable. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves 
and rare tree species shall be left in quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard 
biological diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the health and stability of 
forests and on surrounding ecosystems. 

NOT APPLICABLE 

8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest 
management (notably soil and water) 

8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for society, such as their 
potential role in erosion control, flood prevention, water purification, climate regulation, 
carbon sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem services shall be 
maintained or enhanced. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.2   

The integrity of native ecosystems and biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit shall be recovered, with best use of the 
structures and natural processes. 

Indicators: c) Evidence of actions to maintain or improve ecosystem services, such as 
potential to control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, regulate the climate, sequester 
carbon, and other services that regulate or support the ecosystem. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and recognised protective 
functions for society shall be mapped, and forest management plans and operations shall 
ensure the maintenance or enhancement of these functions. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.4  

Areas of relevant ecological and social interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes shall be identified, protected, 
maintained, or improved. interest 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations on 
sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as well as in areas where operations might lead to 
excessive erosion of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the machinery used 
shall be suitable for such areas. Special measures shall be taken to minimise the pressure 
of animal populations on these areas. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4 (d) and (e).  
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3.4.4 Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in 
a way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

d) Evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, 
and mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation. Areas susceptible to erosion shall be 
considered, and the techniques and machinery utilized in the operations shall be adapted to 
the soil, topography, and local climate conditions. e)  Evidence that adequate 
infrastructure such as roadways, skid trails, and bridges is planned, constructed, and 
maintained in a way that minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, and preserves the level and 
natural function of bodies of water and riverbeds 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations in forest 
areas with water protection functions to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity 
of water resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful substances or 
inappropriate silvicultural practices influencing water quality in a harmful way shall be 
avoided. Downstream water balance and water quality shall not be significantly affected 
by the operations. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4 (f).   

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. f)
 Evidence that forest operations are carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, 
and mitigates (when necessary) adverse effects on water resources The water balance and 
water quality downstream cannot be significantly affected by forest operations.  

The standard does not address inappropriate use of chemicals or practices with regard to water 
quality, however, there is a prohibiton on the affecting downstream water quality; this implies a 
prohibition. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure 
shall be carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction 
of soil into watercourses and preserves the natural level and function of water courses 
and river beds. Proper road drainage facilities shall be installed and maintained. 

The requirement is partly met at 3.4.4 e) –  

Construction of infrastructure and forest operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: e) Evidence that adequate infrastructure such as roadways, skid trails, and 
bridges is planned, constructed, and maintained in a way that minimizes exposed soil, avoids 
erosion, and preserves the level and natural function of bodies of water and riverbeds. 
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The standard does not address installation and maintenance of drainage.  

ASSESSMENT DECISION: MINOR NON CONFORMITY  

8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions 
and conditions  

8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall aim to respect all 
socio-economic functions of forests. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.1 (b):  

evidence that the environmental, social, and economic values are identified and assessed, 
considering stakeholder needs and expectations. This assessment  shall include values that 
could be affected by the forest management and associated activities, and  shall be 
conducted at a detail level and frequency compatible with the scale of the organization and 
the intensity and risk of management activities. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to forests for the purpose of 
recreation shall be provided, taking into account respect for ownership rights, safety and 
the rights of others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as well as 
compatibility with other functions of the forest. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2  

The organization's rights of ownership and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: g) Evidence that areas customarily used for recreation within the forest 
management unit are recognized, and when present, that public access is permitted, 
respecting rights of ownership, safety limits, rights of third parties, and the effects on forest 
resources and ecosystems, as well as compatibility with the forest's other functions. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific historical, cultural or 
spiritual significance and areas fundamental to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples 
and local communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or managed in a way 
that takes due regard of the significance of the site. 

2.4 defines “areas of relevant ecological and social interest”, which includes “historical, 
archaeological, cultural, or spiritual significance, as well as areas that are essential to meet the needs 
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of indigenous peoples and local communities (such as health or subsistence).” By extension, the 
requirements at 3.3.4 meet the requirement: 3.3.4 a), b) and c): 

Areas of relevant ecological and social interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes shall be identified, protected, 
maintained, or improved. 

Indicators: a) Evidence of assessment to identify areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest (see 2.3) in the forest management unit, including characterization and mapping b)
 Evidence that stakeholder and/or specialists were consulted in the process of 
assessing areas of relevant ecological and social interest in the forest management unit c)
 Existence of measures to protect, maintain, or improve relevant areas of ecological 
and social interest in the forest management unit 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the long-term health and 
well-being of communities within or adjacent to the forest management area, where 
appropriate supported by engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.2  

The organization's relationships with local and traditional communities and indigenous 
peoples shall value traditional knowledge and raise awareness about sustainable use of 
natural resources. 

The organization shall consider the role of its activities in local economies and promote 
activities that contribute to the health, well-being, and environmental education of its 
workers, and when viable, of local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples. 

Indicators: f) Existence of activities that preserve the long-term health and well-being of 
local and traditional communities and indigenous peoples, defined through engagement with 
these communities and local governments in developing and in accordance with the scale of 
the organization b) Evidence that the intellectual property of these traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples, when utilized by the organization in forest 
management, is compensated as agreed between the parties and in accordance with legal 
requirements c) Evidence that local communities, including indigenous peoples, are 
considered when employment and training opportunities are available in various forest 
management activities, in accordance with specific legislation 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of forest-related experience 
and traditional knowledge, innovations and practices such as those of forest owners, 
NGOs, local communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the benefits arising 
from the utilization of such knowledge shall be encouraged. 

See 3.5.2 (b) above 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due regard to the role of forestry 
in local economies. Special consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training 
and employment of local people, including indigenous peoples. 

See 3.5.3 (c) above 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall contribute to research activities 
and data collection needed for sustainable forest management or support relevant 
research activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.1  

Forest management shall incorporate scientific and technical information and also be 
appropriate for local characteristics. 

Indicators: c) Evidence that the forest management contributes to research activities and 
data collection required for sustainable forest management, or monitors relevant research 
activities conducted by other organizations. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation 

9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their 
management, including ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically 
performed, and results fed back into the planning process. 

The standard meets the requirement at 3.6.1  

The forest organization shall implement a monitoring and measurement plan to assess its 
performance that is in line with the scale, intensity, and objectives of management. 

Indicators: a) Existence of a monitoring plan indicating environmental, social, and 
economic aspects to be monitored. b) Existence of indicators and goals related to 
environmental, social, and economic aspects, with frequency and intensity that are in line 
with the scale, intensity, and objectives of management. c) Existence of monitoring for 
pending administrative and legal issues related to the organization's compliance with 
legislation, including planned and executed activities as well as time frames for execution 

For the results of monitoring feeding back into the planning process, the requirements are met at 
3.2.1 (g), where planning requires that “g) Evidence that the monitoring data are incorporated into 
the sustainable forest management plan.”  
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall be periodically 
monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect health and 
vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, 
and damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest management 
operations. 

Principle 2 requires that forest management planning focus on the health and vitality of forest 
ecosystems; this requires evidence of the implementation of the plan in operations (Criterion 2.1) 
and includes indicators that require monitoring data to be fed back into management planning.  

Under 3.6.1, organisations must implement a monitoring and measurement plan that includes:  

- h) Existence of monitoring of growth, production, and productivity of the wood products 
managed by the organization  

- i) Existence of monitoring of productivity of non-wood products managed by the 
organization  

- j) Existence of monitoring of the efficacy of measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant environmental impacts caused by the forest management activity 

- k) Existence of flora and fauna monitoring that makes it possible to assess the effectiveness 
of conservation and restoration activities  

- l) Existence of monitoring of measures to protect, maintain, or improve areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest  

- m) Existence of monitoring of invasive exotic species in areas set aside for conservation that 
could alter the balance between the occurring species.  

- n) Existence of monitoring of pests and diseases  
- o) Existence of monitoring of meteorological conditions and fires  
- p) Existence of monitoring of qualitative and quantitative parameters for relevant water 

resources that are related to management  
- q) Existence of physical and chemical monitoring of relevant soil resources that are related 

to management  
- r) Existing of monitoring and control of gas emissions of vehicles and forest equipment 

powered by oil-based fuels 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager 
and included in forest management, the use of non-wood forest products, including 
hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled. 

See 3.6.1. (above) indicators: i) Existence of monitoring of productivity of non-wood products 
managed by the organization. 

In addition, the regulation of illegal activities relating to hunting and fishing is specified at 3.1.4, with 
organisations required to take measures against such activities.  



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 128 of 449 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions shall be regularly monitored and 
adapted as necessary. 

See 3.6.1. (above) indicators (e)  

Existence of monitoring (of documents and in the field) related to compliance with legislation 
and regulatory standards related to workplace health and safety which apply to the workers 
that carry out activities in the forest management unit f) Existence of workplace accident 
monitoring 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.2 Internal audit 

9.2.1 Objectives 

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide 
information on whether the management system a) conforms to • the organisation’s 
requirements for its management system; • the requirements of the national sustainable 
forest management standard b) is effectively implemented and maintained. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.2  

The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements of this Standard 

Indicators: a) Existence of an internal auditing program in order to verify compliance with 
this Standard that is in line with the scale of the organization and the intensity of 
management activities, including: — frequency — methods — responsibilities —
 criteria and scope 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires that the organisation shall: a) plan, establish, implement and 
maintain an audit programme(s) including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, 
planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into consideration the importance 
of the processes concerned and the results of previous audits; b) define the audit criteria 
and scope for each audit; c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure objectivity 
and the impartiality of the audit process; d) ensure that the results of the audits are 
reported to relevant management; e) retain documented information as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme and the  audit results. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.2 
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The organization shall plan, implement, and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements of this Standard 

Indicators: a) Existence of an internal auditing program in order to verify compliance with 
this Standard that is in line with the scale of the organization and the intensity of 
management activities, including: — frequency — methods — responsibilities —
 criteria and scope b) evidence that the internal auditing program is planned, 
implemented, and maintained c) evidence that the results of previous audits are 
considered d) evidence that the audit process is conducted in an objective and impartial 
manner e) evidence that the results of the internal audits are documented and reported 
to the relevant management 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.3 Management review 

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include  a) 
the status of actions from previous management reviews; b) changes in external and 
internal issues that are relevant to the management system; c) information on the 
organisation’s performance, including trends in: • nonconformities and corrective 
actions;• monitoring and measurement results; • audit results; d) opportunities for 
continual improvement.  

3.6.4 - The organization shall promote annual management review and incorporate the 
results of this practice to improve sustainable forest management and the management 
system. 

Indicators: a) Evidence that the organization's top management promotes annual 
management review  b) Evidence that the management review  consider: — The status 
of activities in prior management review  — Changes in external and internal issues that 
are relevant for the management system — Information about the organization's 
performance, including trends in  Non-conformities and corrective measures, ●
 Results of monitoring and measurement, ● Audit findings (Opportunities for 
continuous improvement)  c) Evidence that the results of management review include 
decisions related to continuous improvement and the need for changes in the management 
system d) Evidence that documented data showing the findings of management review 
by top management are maintained e) Evidence that compliance, improvement, and 
efficacy of the sustainable forest management system are continuously improved. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include 
decisions related to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the 
management system. 

See above, indicator (c) 
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ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of 
management reviews shall be retained 

See above, indicator (d) 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10. IMPROVEMENT 

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action 

10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: a) 
react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: i. take action to control and correct it; ii. 
deal with the consequences; b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the 
nonconformity, in order that it does not  recur or occur elsewhere, by: i. reviewing the 
nonconformity; ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; iii. determining if similar 
nonconformities exist, or could potentially occur; c) implement any action needed; d) 
review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken; e) make changes to the 
management system, if necessary. 

3.6.3 - The organization shall implement activities to address any non-conformities identified 
in order to minimize their impacts and avoid recurrence 

Indicators: a) Evidence that appropriate measures are taken to control, correct, and 
mitigate (when applicable) damage caused by any identified non-conformities b) Evidence 
that the identified non-conformities are analyzed in order to: — determine causes —
 determine whether similar non-conformities exist or could occur — determine 
appropriate corrective measures to eliminate the identified causes in order to avoid 
recurrence of the non-conformity c) Evidence that corrective measures defined to 
eliminate the identified causes were implemented and their effectiveness analyzed. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be appropriate to the effects of 
the nonconformities encountered. 

See above indicator (c) 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as 
evidence of: a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions taken; b) 
the results of any corrective action. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.6.3 d) –  
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The organization shall implement activities to address any non-conformities identified in 
order to minimize their impacts and avoid recurrence 

Indicators: d) Documented evidence of the non-conformities identified, the corrective 
measures implemented, and their results. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable 
forest management system and the sustainable management of the forest shall be 
continuously improved  

The standard meets the requirements at3.6.4 e)  

The organization shall promote annual management review and incorporate the results of 
this practice to improve sustainable forest management and the management system. 

Indicators: e) Evidence that compliance, improvement, and efficacy of the sustainable 
forest management system are continuously improved. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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8. GROUP CERTIFICATION MODEL 

GENERAL 

The Group Certification model in SG 05.01 Requirements For Group Certification is similar in 
structure to and generally replicates PEFC ST 1002:2018, Group Forest Management Certification – 
Requirements, with some small exceptions.  

The following is a summary of the assessment against the requirements.  

4.1 Understanding the group organisation and its context 

The group organization requires that the the groups be “administered by a legal entity (company, 
association, or person).” (6.1) 

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders 

The standard replicates the PEFC requirements.  

4.3 Determining the scope of the group management system 

The group model provides all definitions required by the PEFC ST 1002: 2018; as well as establishing 
scope, boundaries, and which requirements must be satisfied, and that the scope shall be made 
available as documented information.  

4.4 Group Management System 

The system requires that: All participants shall be subject to the internal monitoring and internal 
audit programs established by the group; A certified PEFC chain of custody shall be in place if a 
group entity acts as a trader of forest-based material not covered by the group certificate. 

5.1 Organisational roles, responsibilities and authorities 

The organizational roles, responsibilities and authorities replicate the PEFC requirements.  

5.2 Commitment and policy 

The commitment and policy requirements replicate the PEFC requirements.  

6. Planning 

The planning requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. 

7. Support 

The support requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. 
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8. Operations 

The operational  requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. 

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation 

The performance  requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. 

9.2 Internal Audit 

The internal audit  requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. 

9.3 Selection of participants 

The selection requirements replicate the PEFC requirements, but no additional requirements are 
defined.  

9.4 Management Review 

The management review requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. 

10. Improvement 

The management review requirements replicate the PEFC requirements. However, there is a minor 
non-conformity at 10.11 (c); the standard does not state clearly that actions will be implemented; 
however this is implied at 16.11 (a) and at 16.11 (c) in that the action is determined, and then 
reviewed. However, this should be amended. 
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9. CHAIN OF CUSTODY STANDARD 

GENERAL 

IPMF/PEFC Brazil has fully adopted the CoC International standards such as PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain 
of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products – Requirements, 2003:2020 Requirements for 
Certification Bodies operating Certification against the PEFC International Chain of Custody 
Standard, 2001:2020 PEFC Trademarks Rules – Requirements as part of the Scheme.    
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10. CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION ARRANGEMENTS 

1. Does the scheme documentation require that certification shall be carried out by 
impartial, independent third parties that cannot be involved in the standard setting 
process as governing or decision making body, or in the forest management and are 
independent of the certified entity?  

PEFC Brazil written procedure SG 02.01 Requirements for certifying bodies auditing forest 
management and chain of custody states: 

"6.Terms and Definitions: PEFC Accredited and Notified Certification Body 

An independent, third-party certification body accredited by official agencies for forest 
management or chain of custody according to PEFC technical documentation that carries out 
conformity evaluations in an impartial manner, which is also notified by PEFC Brazil to carry 
out these activities. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

2. Does the scheme documentation require that certification body for forest management 
certification shall fulfil requirements defined in ISO 17021? 

PEFC Brazil SG 02.01:  

7. General Requirements 

7.1.The certification body shall: 

c) Implement a management system that meets the applicable requirements of ABNT 
NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1, suited to the type, extent, and volume of work carried out. 

10.Compliance evaluation (audit) 

The certification body shall ensure that conformity will be evaluated according to the 
requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1(…) 

17. Internal audit 

17.1The certification body shall establish procedures for internal audits, which shall be 
conducted at least once every 12 months, and may be defined for take place at different 
intervals in order to verify compliance with the requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021 (…). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

3. Does the scheme documentation require that certification bodies carrying out forest 
certification shall have the technical competence in forest management on its economic, 
social and environmental impacts, and on the forest certification criteria? 

 7.    General Requirements 
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7.2The certification body, as part of its management system, shall: 

a) Have technically competent staff, keeping records of qualifications and training activities 
in order to carry out the entire certification process described in this document in a 
competent manner. 

10.1.7 Critical Analysis and the Certification Decision 

10.1.7.2 The certification decision shall be made by a person or group of people not 
involved in the evaluation process (certification committee, for example, and with adequate 
knowledge). 

15. Qualifications of the certification team 

15.1 Auditor qualifications 

15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the certification body's auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists shall meet the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 
19011.  

15.1.2 The certification body shall comply with the directives contained in the following 
standards documents, according to its scope: 

a) For chain of custody, PEFC ST 2003 shall also be considered. 

b) For forest management:  

i.ABNT NBR 16789 Manejo florestal – Diretrizes para implementação da 
ABNT NBR 14789 (plantações florestais) [Forest management – Guidelines 
for implementing ABNT NBR 14789 (forest plantations)]. 

ii.ABNT NBR 15753 Manejo florestal – Diretrizes para implementação da 
ABNT NBR 15789 (nativas) [Forest management – Guidelines for 
implementing ABNT NBR 14789 (native forests)]. 

15.1.3 The certification body shall have a documented process to ensure that the auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists have the personal attributes, knowledge, and skills appropriate to 
the activities they will carry out. 

15.1.4 Technical specialists and reviewers shall be independent of the auditing.  

15.1.5 The certification body should promote gender equality. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

4. Does the scheme documentation require that certification bodies shall have a good 
understanding of the national PEFC system against which they carry out forest 
management certification? 
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15.1.3 The certification body shall have a documented process to ensure that the auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists have the personal attributes, knowledge, and skills appropriate to 
the activities they will carry out.. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

5. Does the scheme documentation require that certification bodies have the 
responsibility to use competent auditors and who have adequate technical know-how on 
the certification process and issues related to forest management certification? 

 7.      General Requirements 

7.2 The certification body, as part of its management system, shall: 

a) Have technically competent staff, keeping records of qualifications and 
training activities in order to carry out the entire certification process described in 
this document in a competent manner. 

15. Qualifications of the certification team 

15.1 Auditor qualifications 

15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the certification body's auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists shall meet the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 
19011. 

ABNT NBR 14793 

4.3 Education and professional experience 

Auditors shall have at least completed high school and training in areas related to forest 
management or processing of forest-based products, in the case of forest management or 
chain of custody audits, respectively. 

NOTE 1 Secondary education is the part of the national education system that comes after 
primary education, but which has already been completed before entry into higher 
education, i.e. university or similar educational institution. 

Specific training related to forestry or forest-based industries and related industries may be 
replaced by work experience in these sectors, if the certification body can demonstrate that 
this is equivalent to the necessary education. 

Auditors should have appropriate professional experience that contributes to the 
development of skills and knowledge in one or more of the following subject matters: 

a) forest science and technology; 

b) technical, environmental, social and economic aspects of forest management; 



ASSESSMENT OF THE PEFC BRAZIL CERTIFICATION SYSTEM | FINAL REPORT | AUGUST 2023 

Page 138 of 449 

c) aspects related to the acquisition of forest-based products and processing, 
material flow in different stages of processing and commercialization; 

d) risk management; 

e) applicable requirements of laws, regulations and related documents; 

f) forest management standards, chain of custody of forest-based products and 
standards against which audits can be conducted for conducting audits; 

g) audit procedures, processes and techniques. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

6. Does the scheme documentation require that the auditors must fulfil the general 
criteria of ISO 19011 for Quality Management Systems auditors or for Environmental 
Management Systems auditors?  

10.1.4 Initial audit 

10.1.4.3 The certification body shall follow the guidelines in ABNT NBR ISO 19011 to carry out 
the audits. 

15. Qualifications of the certification team 

15.1 Auditor qualifications 

15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the certification body's auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists shall meet the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 
19011.. 

17. Internal audit 

17.2ABNT NBR ISO 19011 provides guidelines about conducting internal audits. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

7. Does the scheme documentation include additional qualification requirements for 
auditors carrying out forest management audits?  

15. Qualifications of the certification team 

15.1 Auditor qualifications 

15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the certification body's auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists shall meet the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 
19011.  

15.2 General conditions related to ethics and behavior that the certification body shall 
follow: 
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a) Act professionally, precisely, and free of bias. 

b) Strive to expand the competency and prestige of forest auditing as a 
profession. 

c) Support work colleagues or subordinates in developing skills related to 
sustainable forest management, the environment, and auditing. 

d) Not represent conflicting interests, or make any statements to clients or 
employers regarding relationships that might influence decisions. 

e) Not divulge any information related to the audit except for that authorized in 
writing by the audited party and the certification body. 

f) Not accept any incentives, commission, gifts, or any other benefits from 
audited organizations, their staff, or any interest groups, or allow colleagues to 
accept the same. 

g) Not intentionally communicate any false or misleading information that 
might compromise the integrity of any audit or the certification process. 

h) Not act in a manner that might damage the reputation of the certification 
body or the certification process 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

8. Does the scheme documentation require that certification bodies shall have established 
internal procedures for forest management certification? 

 20. Documentation 

20.1 The certification body shall establish and maintain procedures to monitor all 
documentation and information related to its certification activities. 

20.5 The certification body shall provide, upon request, via publications, electronically, or 
by other means: 

a) Information about the agency responsible for the certification body’s 
operations for forest management systems or chain of custody. 

b) A description of its certification system, including its rules and procedures 
for granting, maintaining, extending, reducing, suspending, or withdrawing 
certification. 

c) Information about the processes of evaluation and certification. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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9. Does the scheme documentation require that applied certification procedures for forest 
management certification shall fulfil or be compatible with the requirements defined in 
ISO 17021?  

10. Compliance evaluation (audit) 

The certification body shall ensure that conformity will be evaluated according to the 
requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1, and according to the requirements of the PEFC 
ST 2003 and ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065 standards for chain of custody. 

17.      Internal audit 

17.1 The certification body shall establish procedures for internal audits, which shall be 
conducted at least once every 12 months, and may be defined for take place at different 
intervals in order to verify compliance with the requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021 and 
ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065 for chain of custody… 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

10. Does the scheme documentation require that applied auditing procedures shall fulfil or 
be compatible with the requirements of ISO 19011?  

10.1.4 Initial audit 

10.1.4.3The certification body shall follow the guidelines in ABNT NBR ISO 19011 to carry out 
the audits. 

15. Qualifications of the certification team 

15.1 Auditor qualifications 

15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the certification body's auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists shall meet the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 
19011. 

17.      Internal audit 

17.2 ABNT NBR ISO 19011 provides guidelines about conducting internal audits.   

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

11. Does the scheme documentation require that certification body shall inform the 
relevant PEFC National Governing Body about all issued forest management certificates 
and changes concerning the validity and scope of these certificates? 

7.2 The certification body, as part of its management system, shall: 

d) The certification body shall inform PEFC Brazil of any changes to the certification 
scope of a certified client organization or special audits, and provide annual reports 
on the certified client organizations.  
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10.1.8.6 The certification body shall notify PEFC Brazil of any and all changes in the 
certificates of its clients (issuance, maintenance, extension, reduction, suspension, 
cancellation, closure, or recertification) by the 20th day of the month in which such changes 
occur, containing all the information listed in Item 10.1.8.2 as well as: 

a) Name, telephone, and email of the contact person at the certified client 
organization.  

b) Audit date. 

c) List of species commercially utilized in the scope of certification, when 
applicable.  

d) Total area of the certified FMU (including productive area, conservation 
area, infrastructure, and other data related to the scope that were altered, when 
applicable). 

 22.14 The PEFC certification fee charge process includes: 

22.1.1 Initial and recertification audits 

a) When certification is recommended, the certification body shall notify PEFC 
Brazil in writing, along with the report and corresponding documentation, along 
with area data for forest management or revenue for chain of custody, based on the 
information provided by the organization 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

12. Does the scheme documentation require that certification body shall carry out 
controls of PEFC logo usage if the certified entity is a PEFC logo user?  

13.2 The certification bodies are responsible for auditing the use of the PEFC trademarks 
by certified organizations in accordance with the terms and conditions for use of the PEFC 
trademarks established in SG 04 – Procedure for issuing licenses for use of the PEFC 
trademark 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

13. Does a maximum period for surveillance audits defined by the scheme documentation 
not exceed more than one year? 

10.2.2.2 The certification body shall schedule periodic surveillance audits of forest 
management. Considering that the certification is valid for 5 (five) years, 4 (four) surveillance 
audits shall be carried out, or at least one each calendar year except for in recertification 
years. The date of the first surveillance audit after initial certification shall occur within 12 
months from the date that the certificate was issued 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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14. Does a maximum period for assessment audit not exceed five years for forest 
management certifications? Annex 

10.2.2.2 The certification body shall schedule periodic surveillance audits of forest 
management. Considering that the certification is valid for 5 (five) years, 4 (four) surveillance 
audits shall be carried out, or at least one each calendar year except for in recertification 
years. The date of the first surveillance audit after initial certification shall occur within 12 
months from the date that the certificate was issued. 

10.3.5 Confirmation of Recertification (assessment audit) 

10.3.5.3. When the requirements in this document are met, the certification body emits the 
new conformity assessment certificate with validity extended for an additional five years. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

15. Does the scheme documentation include requirements for public availability of 
certification report summaries? 

10.2.2 Surveillance Audit for Forest Management  

10.2.2.8 The certification body shall provide a public summary of the certification 
maintenance process, including confirmations that this document conforms to the ABNT NBR 
14789 or ABNT NBR 15789 standards, in accordance with the model in Annex A of this 
document. The certification body shall critically analyze any comments that may be received 
to obtain feedback on the certification maintenance process. 

20. Documentation 

20.5 The certification body shall provide, upon request, via publications, electronically, or 
by other means: 

g) Provide a public summary of certification reports 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

16. Does the scheme documentation include requirements for usage of information 
from external parties as the audit evidence? 

10.1.5 Supplement for initial audit of forest management 

… 

10.1.5.3The certification body shall establish and implement mechanisms for prior consultation and 
dissemination to stakeholders about the certification process, which shall include:  

a) drafting a list of regional, national, and when applicable, international stakeholders 
indicated by the client organization and by the certification body.  
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b) prior consultation with stakeholders about the certification process involving at least the 
parties on the list mentioned in the previous Item, which shall take place 30 days prior to the 
start of Phase II in order to receive commentary.  

c) establish procedures to clarify the certification process and the handling of demands 
resulting from prior consultation. 

10.1.5.5During Phase II auditing, the certification body shall organize public consultation sessions with 
stakeholders such involved local communities, non-governmental organizations, and/or government 
agencies that are related to the scope of certification 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

17. Does the scheme documentation include additional requirements for certification 
procedures?  

There are no additional requirements 

18. Does the scheme documentation require that certification bodies carrying out forest 
management certification shall be accredited by a national accreditation body? 

7.      General Requirements 

7.1      The certification body shall: 

a) Be a legally constituted entity accredited by INMETRO, or in the case of chain 
of custody, other accreditation bodies recognized by the International Accreditation 
Forum (IAF). 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

19. Does the scheme documentation require that an accredited certificate shall bear an 
accreditation symbol of the relevant accreditation body? 

10.1.8 Issuance of chain of custody certification and sustainable forest management 
certification 

10.1.8.2 The certification shall include at least the following information: 

k) Accreditation mark (symbol) of the accreditation body (including 
accreditation number, where applicable 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

20. Does the scheme documentation require that the accreditation shall be issued by an 
accreditation body which is a part of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella 
or a member of IAF’s special recognition regional groups and which implement procedures 
described in ISO 17011 and other documents recognised by the above mentioned 
organisations? 
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19Activities carried out by foreign certification bodies 

19.1 Foreign certification bodies accredited by INMETRO or a body recognized by the 
International Accreditation Forum (IAF) in the specific scope may conduct PEFC certification 
processes as long as they are legally established in Brazil and have a signed contract with 
PEFC Brazil. In this case, all documentation for the certification process shall be made 
available in Brazil and in Portuguese. 

19.2 Activities carried out by the accredited certification body by MLA members of IAF: 
(…); 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

21. Does the scheme documentation require that certification body undertake forest 
management certification as “accredited certification” based on ISO 17021 and the 
relevant forest management standard(s) shall be covered by the accreditation scope?   

7.      General Requirements 

7.1      The certification body shall: 

a) Be a legally constituted entity accredited by INMETRO, or in the case of chain of 
custody, other accreditation bodies recognized by the International Accreditation Forum 
(IAF). 

b) Ensure compliance with applicable PEFC standards, including the norms/standards 
applicable to forest management and/or chain of custody (ABNT NBR 14789, ABNT NBR 
15789, or PEFC ST 2002) and documents from PEFC Brazil and the PEFC Council. 

c) Implement a management system that meets the applicable requirements of ABNT 
NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1, suited to the type, extent, and volume of work carried out. 

d) For chain of custody certifiers, implement a management system that meets the 
applicable requirements of PEFC ST 2003 and ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065, suited to the type, 
extent, and volume of work carried out. 

e) Sign a notification contract with PEFC Brazil 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

22. Does the scheme documentation include a mechanism for PEFC notification of 
certification bodies?  

Procedures are as follows:  

9. Process of PEFC notification for the certification body 

9.1 The certification body sends a request for notification to PEFC Brazil.  

9.2 PEFC Brazil shall evaluate the request and the documentation and make a decision. 
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9.3 If the request is rejected, the certification body may appeal the PEFC Brazil's 
decision to the PEFC Council, whose decision is final. 

9.4 If the request is granted, PEFC Brazil and the certification body sign the notification 
contract for certification of forest management and/or chain of custody. 

9.5 The contract shall include (see template in Annex D): 

a) Administrative conditions (such as transfer of information and 
communications between PEFC Brazil and the certification body, etc.) 

b) The need to comply with the requirements for certification bodies with valid 
accreditation, in accordance with Annex 6 - Certification and Accreditation 
Procedures and ABNT NBR 14793 Diretrizes para auditoria florestal – Procedimentos 
de auditoria – Critérios de qualificação para auditores florestais [Guidelines for 
forest auditing - Auditing procedures - Qualification criteria for forest auditors]. 

c) General terms related to finances, deadlines, and rescission. 

9.6 PEFC Brazil and the certification body sign an independent contract with each of the 
organizations to be certified. This applies to forest management and to chain of custody. 

9.7 The notification procedure utilizes non-discriminatory conditions to issue PEFC 
notification to certification bodies.  

9.8 PEFC Brazil shall address complaints according to SG 04, Procedures for addressing 
disputes and complaints. 

9.9 PEFC notification is valid for the period accreditation of the certification body is 
valid, according to its scope.  

9.10 PEFC notification may be suspended or terminated by PEFC Brazil if the notification 
contract is violated. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 

23. Are the procedures for PEFC notification of certification bodies non-discriminatory? 

9.7 The notification procedure utilizes non-discriminatory conditions to issue PEFC 
notification to certification bodies.. 

ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS 
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11. REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION BODIES OPERATING AGAINST COC 

PEFC Brazil has adopted PEFC ST 2003:2020 
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ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST  

PART I: STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST FOR STANDARD SETTING (PEFC ST 1001:2017) 

 

PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

5.1.1 The standardising 
body shall have written 
procedures for 
standard-setting 
activities describing: 

    

(a) its legal status and 
organisational structure, 
including a body 
responsible for 
consensus-building 
(working group, refer to 
6.4) and procedures for 
formal adoption of the 
standard (refer to 7.1),  

Procedures Brazilian legal resolution: CONMETRO Resolution n° 
07/92, of August 24th, 1992: 

Establishes that SINMETRO will have ABNT as the only 
national forum for standard-setting. ABNT is also a 
founding member of ISO and follows the guides to good 
international practices. 

Resolution CONMETRO/No. 07/92: 

“Considering the convenience of decentralizing the activity 
of standard-setting in the productive industries and, as 
consequence, the need to homogenize the action and 
integrate the several entities that will act in the activity of 
standard-setting; decides: 

1 – That the Standardization System of SINMETRO will 
have a sole standard-setting forum. 

2 – To appoint the Brazilian Technical Standards 
Association – ABNT as National Forum for Standard-
Setting. 

From the documentation, IPMF is the National 
Governing Body, ABNT is the standardizing body, and 
INMETRO operates as the accreditation body.  

ABNT is established via Brazilian legal statute, as per 
the evidence provided.  

ABNT also requires that the standardizing body 
establish a study commission (SC) for the process of 
consensus-building.  

 

Y 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

3 – To delegate to the Entity Standard-Setting Forum – 
ABNT the execution of the credence of the Bodies of 
Sectorial Standardization – ONS. 

5 - To assign to INMETRO, the task of supervising the 
service, In behalf of the bodies constituent of the Standard-
Setting System, to the criteria and guidance documents of 
this Council, and also, in the governmental scope, the task 
of the body for the editing of Technical Regulations by the 
competent bodies, mainly in the areas of health care, 
security, environmental and consumer protection.” 

Annex of the Resolution CONMETRO/No. 07/92: 

“Article 1: ABNT has the mission of coordinate, guide and 
supervise the process of elaboration of Brazilian Standards, 
as well as elaborate and edit the referred Standards. 

Article 3: ABNT shall accredit Bodies of Sectorial 
Standardization – ONS, according to criteria, procedures 
and regulations approved by CONMETRO and do the 
respective follow up. 

Article 6: ABNT shall take care so that the elaboration of 
the Brazilian Standards made in ONS, or in ABNT, involves 
volunteer participation and has as principle the general 
agreement. 

Article 7: ABNT commits to serve the interests of the 
Brazilian Society in the elaboration or review works of the 
Brazilian Standards.” 

 

ABNT statute 

Chapter 1: 

Article 1: The Brazilian National Standards Organization 
(ABNT), a nonprofit organization founded on September 28, 
1940, considered a public utility by Law 4150 of November 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

21, 1962, with indetermined validity (…) is guided by this 
statute and ha the following objectives: 

Draft Brazilian technical standards as a National Forum for 
Standard-Setting and other technical documents; 

Represent Brazil in subregional, regional, and international 
forums on technical standard-setting, encouraging 
participation by Brazilian society; (…) 

Process: 

(Evidence: IN 1_ABNT_ISO documentation Folder:  

1_ABNT Statute V2018 Folder) 

ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

4 Basic directives  

4.1 The Study Commission (SC) is responsible for drafting 
and revising ABNT Technical Documents in the form of 
statues, and for the process of providing positions on 
subjects related to its participation in regional and 
international standard-setting work.  

4.2 Drafting any ABNT Technical Document shall conform 
to PI/DT 00.00.02, with its purpose appearing in the 
Sectorial Standardization Program (PNS) and recorded in 
the Standardization Project Management system (GEP) as 
a New Work Item (NIT). 

… 

6.2 SC Coordinator  

The SC Coordinator is responsible for: 

… 

g) obtaining consensus in the process of drafting ABNT 
Technical Documents 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

 

ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.02 – ABNT technical 
document – Development and review and revision 

 

7.4.2 The Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS must organize the Special Analysis Meeting of 
the National Consultation, according to PI/DT 00.00.07, 
when: 

a) the Draft Standard receives recommendations for failure 
with technical objections attached; 

b) the Draft Standard receives recommendations for 
approval with formal remarks, but with a technical nature. 

7.4.3 There is no need to hold a meeting to approve the 
Draft Standard when: 

a) the Draft Standard does not receive recommendations; 

b) the Draft Standard receives recommendations for 
approval without restrictions. 

7.4.4 The Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS, together with the CE Coordinator, may also 
decide to approve the Draft Standard for publication, 
incorporating or not the 

suggestions received, without holding an analysis meeting 
of the National Consultation, when: 

a) the Draft Standard receives only recommendations for 
approval with formal remarks; 

b) the Draft Standard receives recommendations for 
disapproval, without pertinent technical objections. 

. 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

(b) procedures for 
keeping documented 
information,  

Procedures ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

4 Basic directives 

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink. 

 

Note: ABNT LiveLink is a SharePoint with specific login and 
password accessed by members only. 

The ABNT Code provided indicates an aspect of 
maintaining information. The document more broadly 
contains specific procedures for documented 
information, including specific procedures for meeting 
minutes, etc., e.g. the appointment of the Coordinator 
and Secretary, who must review and record 
correspondence, for example.  

However, the more appropriate description is 
contained PI/DT 00.00.02, which describes the 
keeping and documentation of information on the 
ABNT LiveLink platform.  

Y 

 

(c) procedures for 
balanced representation 
of stakeholders,  

Procedures ABNT – Code - PI/DT 00.00.11 - Study Commission- 
Identification of stakeholders 

1. Scope 

1.1 This Internal Technical Directorship Procedure (PI/DT) 
establishes guidelines to identify and define stakeholders to 
participate in the drafting of ABNT Technical Documents, 
and ABNT Study Commissions (CE).  

1.2 This PI/DT should be used by the Brazilian 
Commissions (ABNT/CB), Special Study Commissions 
(ABNT/CEE), and Sectorial Standardization Bodies 
(ABNT/ONS). 

4. Identifying Stakeholders  

4.1 Stakeholders vary according to the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document to be drafted by the SC and should be 
identified in the proposition of each New Work Item (NIT).  

4.2 To identify the Stakeholders in the composition of a SC 
or ABNT/CEE to develop an ABNT Technical Document, 
the Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS and the Planning 
& Projects Department (ABNT/DT/GPP) should conduct a 

The ABNT document conforms to the requirements.  Y 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

study of potential Stakeholders within the scope of the 
document that will be developed. 

 4.3 For the study to identify the main parties that may be 
interested in or affected by the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document, the following information shall be 
obtained: 

 a) what is the interest and what is the motivation of this 
interest.  

B) what is expected of the ABNT Technical Document.  

c) how the ABNT Technical Document may affect them, 
positively or negatively.  

d) how the ABNT Technical Document can contribute to 
their experience and knowledge.  

e) what is the authority and degree of interference in the 
topics that are the subject of the ABNT Technical 
Document.  

5. Defining Interested Parties (Stakeholders)  

5.1 The Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS and the 
ABNT/DT/GPP shall define the technically interested 
parties and those with legitimate interests in the scope of 
the ABNT Technical Document. 5.2  

Sections 5.2.1 to 5.2.4 present potential Interested Parties 
(Stakeholders) according to the subject to be standardized. 
Technical organizations that provide services to other 
Stakeholders should be considered suppliers of raw 
materials. Consulting companies should be considered to 
represent another Interested Party among the others 
presented. 

5.2.1 For products:  

a) producing company and its associates.  
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

b) company providing raw materials and its associates. 

 c) intermediate and final consumer, including its 
associations and the Public Prosecutor. d) regulatory or 
regulating organization/accrediting organization.  

e) conformity assessment body. 

 f) technical organizations such as laboratories, research 
institutes, and academia.  

5.2.2 For services:  

a) service provider and its associates. 

 b) producing company (that makes the product associated 
with the service) and its associates.  

c) staff training/education company and its associates.  

d) intermediate and final consumer, including its 
associations and the Public Prosecutor. and regulatory or 
regulating organization/accrediting organization.  

f) conformity assessment body.  

g) technical organizations such as research institutes and 
academia.  

5.2.3 For management systems:  

a) company where the system will be implemented.  

b) company implementing the system.  

c) regulatory or regulating organization/accrediting 
organization. 

 d) conformity assessment body.  

e) technical organizations such as research institutes and 
academia.  
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

4.9 Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, considering balanced representation between 
parties that may be disadvantaged, considering difficulties 
in their participation and contribution to the process of 
drafting the ABNT Technical Document. 

 

6.2 SC Coordinator  

The SC Coordinator is responsible for: 

 a) appointing the SC Secretary.  

b) formally representing the SC.  

…  

d) seeking balance in the Stakeholders represented in the 
deliberations of the SC, ensuring that all Stakeholders are 
formally invited. 

… 

g) obtain consensus in the process of drafting ABNT 
Technical Documents. 

ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.02 – ABNT Technical 
document – Development and review and revision 

6.1.4 The Base Text shall be drafted using the International 
Standards (..) 

 

ABNT uses as reference the Guidance for ISO National 
Standards Bodies – Engaging stakeholders and building 
consensus.  
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

Guidance for ISO national standards bodies (Evidence: 
2_ISO_Guidance for ISO NSB):  

Engaging stakeholders and building consensus. Section 3: 

“3.1P1 For new ISO projects, the proposer of the initiative 
should indicate the range of organizations/stakeholder 
groups supporting the initiative, as well as those that, 
according to their interests and identified needs should as a 
minimum be involved in its development in order to facilitate 
the arrangements of national consensus building. 

3.1P3 ISO NSBs should be committed to informing and 
seeking input from a broad range of relevant national 
stakeholders on any new ISO projects when they are 
proposed. 

3.1P4 All relevant national stakeholders should be given 
equal access to information and equal opportunity to 
provide input. 

3.1P7 ISO NSBs should seek input that represents 
organizational perspectives (e.g., companies, 
organizations, trade associations, government agencies, 
consumer interest groups, etc.) and/or the perspective of 
individual experts.”  

Process: 

(Evidence:  IN 1_ABNT_ISO documentation Folder -  

2_ ISO_Guidance for ISO NSB Folder)  

(d) the standard-setting 
process,  

Procedures ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.02 – ABNT Technical 
document – Development and review and revision: 

Item 1 Scope  

1.1 This Internal Technical Directorship Procedure (PI/DT) 
establishes the requirements applicable to drafting ABNT 
Technical Documents, and covers all stages. 

The procedures for the standard-setting process are 
described in the normative document.  

Y 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

 

Item 4 Drafting ABNT Technical Documents 

 4.1 Drafting ABNT Technical Documents encompasses all 
of the following stages:  

a) New Work Item (see Section 5).  

b) Base Text (see 6.1)  

c) Approved Base Text (see 6.2).  

d) Draft Standard (see 7.2). e) National Consultation (see 
7.3).  

f) Approved Draft Standard (see 7.5).  

g) Approval and Publication (see Section 8). 

4.2 ABNT Technical Documents shall be drafted in SC 
meetings, according to PI/DT 00.00.07, and shall be 
recorded in Meeting Minutes. 

5 New Work Item  

5.1 The need to develop a New Work Item (NIT) shall be 
confirmed by the Secretary of the ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or 
ABNT/ONS. 

… 

5.4 After review and validation, ABNT/DT/GPP shall 
publicize the NIT electronically for public knowledge. 

… 

6.1 Drafting the Base Text  

6.1.1 The SC shall start work on drafting the Base Text 
after the NIT public dissemination period. 

… 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

6.1.3 The Base Text shall be drafted and analyzed in the 
SC Meetings in accordance with PI/DT 00.00.07. 

 6.1.4 The Base Text shall be drafted using International 
Standards, if these exist. If the SC decides to draft an 
ABNT Technical Document that is not an equivalent 
adaptation of an International Standard, the SC shall 
present its technical justifications to the ABNT/DT, after 
review by the Superintendent of the relevant ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS.  

6.2 Approval of the Base Text  

6.2.1 The SC shall approve the Base Text in a meeting and 
deliberate on forwarding it to the Secretary of the 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS for National 
Consultation. 

 6.2.2 The information about approval of the Base Text and 
its forwarding shall be recorded in Meeting Minutes, 
according to PI/DT 00.00.08. 

… 

6.2.6 The original documents from the process shall be 
forwarded to ABNT/DT/GPR within 180 consecutive days, 
starting from the work kickoff meeting, in printed and 
electronic form, for submission to National Consultation. 
Missing or illegible documents or other problems shall 
result in immediate return of the same to ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS.  

6.2.7 If more time is required than the period stated in 6.2.6 
to forward the Approved Base Text, the Secretary of 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS may request an 
extension for another 180 days to comprise a maximum of 
360 days, and shall present technical justification to 
ABNT/DT/GPR.  
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

6.2.8 If the Approved Base Text is not forwarded to 
ABNT/DT/GPR by the end of the deadline, according to 
6.2.7, the document shall be automatically rejected. 

…. 

7.3 Submission for National Consultation  

7.3.1 All Draft Standards, including Drafts to Adopt 
International Standards, Draft Standard Revisions, and 
Draft Amendments, shall be subjected to National 
Consultation for public evaluation.  

7.3.2 When a Draft Standard is provided for National 
Consultation, a notification shall be sent automatically to 
the e-mail addresses registered on the National 
Consultation site.  

7.3.3 The deadline for National Consultation on Draft 
Standards is 60 days, except for Drafts to Adopt 
International Standards, Draft Amendments, 2nd (or later) 
Draft Standards, and emergency cases defined by the 
Technical Director (ABNT/DT), such as citations in 
Technical Regulations, for example, when the period can 
be reduced to 30 days.  

7.3.4 The SC that wrote the draft may request the deadline 
for National Consultation to be extended to a maximum of 
90 days, if the justification is approved by ABNT/DT/GPR.  

7.3.5 After the deadline for National Consultation, the 
Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS shall 
obtain the respective reports on the National Consultation 
site.  

7.4 Review of National Consultation  

7.4.1 Review of National Consultation consists of 
evaluating the results of the consultation during the period 
that the Draft Standard was publicly available, and may or 
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may not require a Special Meeting according to 7.4.2 or 
7.4.3 

7.4.2 The Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or 
ABNT/ONS may arrange a Special Meeting for National 
Consultation Review, according to PI/DT 00.00.07, when:  

a) the Draft Standard receives negative comments, with 
attached technical objections.  

b) the Draft Standard receives positive comments, with 
observations related to form but that are technical in nature. 

7.4.5 When National Consultation Review is complete, a 
maximum of 90 days shall be allotted for the Secretary of 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS to forward the Draft 
Standard to ABNT/DT/GPR for measures required for 
approval and publication as an ABNT Technical Document, 
with the relevant documentation described in 7.5.1.2 and 
7.5.2.3. If the documentation is not sent within this period, 
the Draft Standard may be subjected to a new National 
Consultation.  

7.4.6 The Tabulation Sheet shall present the results from 
analyzing the suggestions. All the alterations required in the 
Approved Draft Standard (from the suggestions that were 
"accepted" or "partially accepted") should be included in the 
Review Results in the Tabulation Sheet (see C.4).  

7.4.7 The SC shall develop a 2nd (or later) Draft Standard 
when technical modifications are necessary in the Draft 
Standard under review due to the technical suggestions 
from the National Consultation or relevant developments in 
the interim such as new legislation, modifications to the 
International Standard on the subject, and proven 
technological aspects. 7.4.8 Once drafted, the 2nd (or later) 
Draft Standard shall circulate again for National 
Consultation. 
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(e) the mechanism for 
reaching consensus, 
and  

 

Procedures In ABNT code PI/DT 00.00.01 Terminology: 

2.17 Consensus 

general agreement, characterized by the lack of opposition 
founded on significant aspects by any significant part of the 
interests involved, through a process that attempts to 
consider the positions of all stakeholders/interested parties 
and reconcile conflicting opinions  

NOTE consensus does not necessarily imply unanimity. 

[ABNT ISO/IEC GUIDE 2] 

ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

7.3 Operation  

7.3.1 The Coordinator shall hold the meeting, with support 
from the Secretary, with the following responsibilities:  

… 

f) present the meeting agenda for review and approval by 
participants.  

g) read and obtain approval for the Minutes and respective 
records of the previous meeting.  

h) acknowledge and record incoming correspondence and 
alerts.  

i) present the scheduled subjects for deliberation, starting 
with outstanding issues.  

j) define subjects for the agenda and confirm the details of 
the next meeting defined on the agenda. 

7.4 Deliberations  

7.4.1 SC deliberations shall be made by consensus, without 
voting. 

The mechanism for reaching consensus is described 
in PI/DT 00.00.07. 

Yes 
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 7.4.2 For review of the recommendations presented in the 
National Consultation, the contents of 7.4.1 shall also 
apply. If final deliberation on the presented comments is 
required, it is up to the members who participated in at least 
30% of the meetings held on the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

7.4.3 The quorum for deliberation of a SC shall be at least 
five members.  

7.4.4 The topics approved by the SC may no longer be a 
subject for discussion, unless the SC deems it necessary, 
based on technical justification. 

(f) review and revision 
of 
standard(s)/normative 
document(s).  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.02 – ABNT Technical 
document – Development and review and revision: 

10 Revision of ABNT Technical Documents  

10.1 Revision of an ABNT Technical Document should be 
done to:  

a) comply with legal requirements.  

b) meet the needs of technological updating.  

c) be compatible with an International Standard.  

NOTE: only when no International Standard exists, the SC 
may utilize a regional or foreign standard, and should 
present the technical justifications to ABNT/DT, after review 
by the Superintendent of the ABNT/CB, ABNT/EEC, or 
ABNT/ONS.  

10.2 Any interested party/stakeholder may request ABNT to 
review an ABNT Technical Document, provided that this 
request is technically justified, and the authoring SC shall 
judge and decide whether to: A) issue a Draft Amendment 
with the modifications deemed necessary, or b) revise the 
ABNT Technical Document.  

Review and revision of documents is described at 
PI/DT 00.00.02  

Yes 
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NOTE the interested party/stakeholder must be informed of 
the decision by the Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or 
ABNT/ONS. 

10.2.1 Amendments  

10.2.1.1 Amendments are issued to alter part of an ABNT 
Technical Document as a consequence of a relevant fact 
that occurred after its publication, and that does not justify 
complete review according to the authoring SC.  

10.2.1.2 The request for an Amendment should be 
registered with the Secretary of the ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, 
or ABNT/ONS, and the numbering should be sequential 
according to the year of the Amendment. 

… 

10.2.2 Review of ABNT Technical Document If the SC 
decides to develop a Draft Revision, it shall prepare the 
Base Text for Revision, following the standard-setting 
process described in Sections 5 to 8. 

5.1.2 The standardising 
body shall make its 
standard-setting 
procedures publicly 
available and shall 
review its standard-
setting procedures 
regularly. The review 
shall consider feedback 
from stakeholders. 

Procedures ABNT conducts national consultations through its website 
and email with registered stakeholders, free of charge. 

Site (evidence of process): 
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/ 

Site disclaimer: WELCOME to ABNT's NATIONAL 
CONSULTATION 
This service allows you to access, view, print, and send 
suggestions about ABNT and Mercosur Draft Standards 
entirely online. 
To the left you will find the list of Technical Committees, 
with the number of Drafts available for consultation in 
parentheses. Register for free. 
For further information contact us by e-mail 
at: consultanacional@abnt.org.br. 

ABNT, as the standardizing body, makes its standard-
setting procedures available via the ABNT website, 
and specifically ABNT follows ISO/IEC Directives, 
Part 1 Procedures for the technical work — 
Consolidated ISO Supplement — Procedures specific 
to ISO for standard development. This directive 
specifies systematic reviews every five years. The 
directive requires that feedback from stakeholders is 
considered. 

Procedures – yes 

 

Process  Process -- yes 

https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/cadastro.aspx
mailto:consultanacional@abnt.org.br
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ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.02 – ABNT Technical 
document – Development and review and revision: 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

ABNT procedures are based on the ISO Directives, which 
are used in the standard-setting work and receives 
regularly inputs from stakeholders through the National 
Standardization Bodies (NSB).  

Process:  

The standard-setting procedures are available on the ABNT 
site – Normalization section (normalização) - library 
(biblioteca) : http://conexaodt.abntdigital.com.br/ 

Site (evidence of process): 
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/ 

Note: The standard-setting rules applicable to the SFM 
standards belong to ABNT and they are scattered along 
with several internal documents.For the purpose of 
compliance with this annex, PEFC Brazil included in this 
the standard-setting checklist the exact excerpt of the 
documents that are necessary as evidence of compliance 
with PEFC standards-setting requirements. These excerpts 
are fully translated into English. We’ve made this decision 
both due to the costs of translation, but also to make the 
understanding easier for the evaluators. 

5.2.1 The standardising 
body shall keep 
documented information 
relevant to the 
standard-setting and 
review process. 
Evidence of compliance 
with the requirements of 
this standard and the 
standardising body’s 

    

https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/
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own procedures 
includes: 

(a) Standard-setting 
procedures,  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.02 ABNT Technical document – 
Development and review and review establishes the 
documentation relevant to the Draft that shall be forwarded 
and archived by ABNT.  

Each stage of the standard-setting procedure shall consider 
the development and production of documents, in 
accordance with the procedure in PI/DT 00.00.02: 

4 Drafting ABNT Technical Documents  

4.1 Drafting ABNT Technical Document includes the 
following steps: 

 a) New Work Item (see Section 5);  

b) Base Text (see 6.1)  

c) Approved Base Text (see 6.2). 

d) Draft Standard (see 7.2).  

e) National Consultation (see 7.3);  

f) Approved Draft Standard (see 7.5); g) Approval and 
Publication (see Section 8). 

4.2 ABNT Technical Documents shall be drafted in SC 
meetings, according to PI/DT 00.00.07, and shall be 
recorded in Meeting Minutes, according to PI/DT 00.00.08. 

4.3 The documents relevant to the process of drafting 
ABNT Technical Documents (according to 6.2.4) shall be 
available in ABNT LiveLink. 

Process: 

The documents are stored in the ABNT library: 
http://conexaodt.abntdigital.com.br/. 

The ABNT PI/DT 00.00.02 document describes the 
standard setting procedures required for the standard.  

Procedures  

Yes 

 

http://conexaodt.abntdigital.com.br/
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Records of all steps in the standard-setting process are in 
LiveLink, with login and password required.  

When they undergo National Consultation: 
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/ 

Process  The full documentation for stakeholder identification 
has been provided according to the requirements 
under documentation group ABNT CEE 103. 

Process  

Yes 

 

(b) Stakeholder 
identification mapping,  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.11 Study Commission- 
Identification of stakeholders sets out guidelines for 
identifying and defining stakeholders for participation in 
drafting ABNT Technical Documents.  

4. Identifying Stakeholders  

4.1 Stakeholders vary according to the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document to be drafted by the SC and should be 
identified in the proposition of each New Work Item (NIT).  

4.2 To identify the Stakeholders in the composition of a SC 
or ABNT/CEE to develop an ABNT Technical Document, 
the Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS and the Planning 
& Projects Department (ABNT/DT/GPP) should conduct a 
study of potential Stakeholders within the scope of the 
document that will be developed.  

4.3 For the study to identify the main parties that may be 
interested in or affected by the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document, the following information shall be 
obtained:  

a) what is the interest and what is the motivation of this 
interest.  

B) what is expected of the ABNT Technical Document.  

c) how the ABNT Technical Document may affect them, 
positively or negatively.  

The ABNT PI/DT 00.00.11 document describes the 
standard setting procedures required for stakeholder 
identification mapping.  

 

 

Procedures – Y 

 

 

https://isolutions.iso.org/ecom/livelink?func=ll&objId=-449497&objAction=browse&sort=name&viewType=1
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/
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d) how the ABNT Technical Document can contribute to 
their experience and knowledge.  

e) what is the authority and degree of interference in the 
topics that are the subject of the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

 

Process Process: The current process refers to a revision of the 
ABNT NBR 15789 and ABNT NBR 14789 standards .  

IN: 2_Revision process Folder: 1.Stakeholder mapping 

The procedures have been followed in the process 
and follows identification requirements stipulated in 
ABNT PI/DT 00.00.11 4.3   

Process -- Y 

(c) Contacted and/or 
invited stakeholders,  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

6 Responsibilities  

6.1 Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS  

A The Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS is responsible 
for: 

... 

d) sending the invitation to all identified stakeholders at 
least 10 working days in advance, with a copy to ABNT/DT. 

 e) contacting stakeholders to answer any questions they 
may have 

The New Work Items (NIT) of the SC are sent by ABNT to 
the stakeholders registered in its database, who are invited 
to participate (see PI/DT 00.00.02, item 5.4): 

5 New Work Item 

5.4 After review and validation, ABNT/DT/GPP shall 
publicize the NIT electronically for public knowledge. 

 

The ABNT PI/DT 00.00.07 document describes the 
standard setting procedures required for stakeholder 
identification mapping.  

 

Yes 
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Process IN: 2_Revision process Folder: 1.Stakeholder mapping The process documentation indicates that the 
stakeholders have been identified and contacted.  

Yes 

(d) Stakeholders 
involved in standard-
setting activities 
including participants in 
each working group 
meeting,  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

6 Responsibilities  

6.1 Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS  

A The Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS is responsible 
for: 

... 

h) making the following documents available in ABNT 
LiveLink and keeping them on file for at least five years:  

 ⎯ invitations sent to the identified stakeholders.  

⎯ lists of parties invited to the meetings.  

⎯ SC work program. 

⎯ meeting minutes. 

 ⎯ attendance lists. 

 ⎯ representation letters. (..) 

The Working Group is normally composed of the members 
of the Study Commission, and this composition should be 
recorded in the minutes according to PI/DT 00.00.07, items 
5.9 and 5.10: 

5.9 In drafting an ABNT Technical Document, SC members 
must be representatives with legitimate interest in the 
subject matter at hand and have technical knowledge in the 
scope of the ABNT Technical Document to be drafted.  

5.10 As determined by its members, the SC Coordinator 
may set up working groups (WGs) to draft basic texts, 
studies, and other contributions deemed indispensable for 

PI/DT 00.00.07 conforms with the requirements for 
the process.  

 

Yes – process 

 

Evidence provided with regards to meeting minutes 
records the participation of stakeholders involved in 
standard setting activities. 
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drafting ABNT Technical Documents, and for this purpose 
shall: a) clearly define the tasks of the WG and the time 
limit to complete the work to be carried out. 

b) appoint the members to comprise the WG who can 
contribute to the work at hand. 

c) select a rapporteur from the members of the WG. 

 

Process Minutes (with attendance description) and attendance list of 
meetings can be found in: 2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list. 

 Yes - procedures 

(e) Feedback received 
and a synopsis of how 
feedback was 
addressed,  

 

Procedures There are two stages of contribution while the text is being 
prepared by the Study Commission, which is made 
available to the members prior to the meeting to analyze 
and submit comments, and during the National 
Consultation process, when the SC-approved Draft is made 
available for review and public contributions.  

 

PI/DT 00.00.07, item 4.8 establishes: 

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink. 

  

PI/DT 00.00.02 ABNT Technical document – Development 
and review and revision, item 7.4 addresses review of the 
results of the National Consultation by the Commission. 

Item 7.4.6 states that: 

7.4.6 The Tabulation Sheet shall present the results from 
analyzing the suggestions. All the alterations required in the 

PI/DT 00.00.07, item 4.8 requires that the feedback 
be received and collated; PI/DT 00.00.02 7.4.6 has a 
procedure for addressing any feedback  

Yes 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 169 

 

 

PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

Approved Draft Standard (from the suggestions that were 
"accepted" or "partially accepted") should be included in the 
Review Results in the Tabulation Sheet (see C.4). 

 

Process Process:  

IN 2_revision process Folder –  

3_Review of Feedback 

PEFC Brazil has provided all documentation relating 
to the review and the feedback processes.  

 

(f) All drafts and final 
versions of the 
standard,  

 

Procedures PI/DT 00.00.07, item 4.8 establishes:  

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink. 

... 

6 Responsibilities  

6.1 Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS  

A The Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS is responsible 
for: 

... 

h) making the following documents available in ABNT 
LiveLink and keeping them on file for at least five years: 

… 

⎯ Base Texts and Drafts. 

⎯ other documents related to the process.  

For the WG, all its proposals are presented and discussed 
at the plenary meetings of the Study 

Process: 

PI/DT 00.00.07 requires that all drafts are recorded 
and maintained.  

Yes 

 Process All draft versions of the standards have been provided 
by PEFC Brazil.  

  

Yes 
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IN 2_revision process Folder –  

4_Draft version of standards 

(h) Evidence of 
consensus on the final 
version of the 
standard(s),  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.07, item 4.8 establishes:  

7.4 Deliberations  

7.4.1 SC deliberations shall be made by consensus, without 
voting. 

 7.4.2 For review of the recommendations presented in the 
National Consultation, the contents of 7.4.1 shall also 
apply. If final deliberation on the presented comments is 
required, it is up to the members who participated in at least 
30% of the meetings held on the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

7.4.3 The quorum for deliberation of a SC shall be at least 
five members. 7.4.4 The topics approved by the SC may no 
longer be a subject for discussion, unless the SC deems it 
necessary, based on technical justification. 

Responsibility for reaching consensus in the process of 
drafting the document: 

ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.07, item 6.2: 

6.2 SC Coordinator  

The SC Coordinator is responsible for: 

… 

g) obtaining consensus in the process of drafting ABNT 
Technical Documents 

PI/DT 00.00.07 establishes procedures for gaining 
consensus and recording evidence of consensus.  

 

Yes 

Process Process: 

The Draft Revisions in question (ABNT 14789 and 15789) 
circulated for National Consultation from Nov/17/2020 to 
Jan/18/2021. 

The consensus process is recorded at 
Ata_Especial_2021-02-26.pdf 
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Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

4_Review projects Folder 

During the National Consultation, Draft Revision ABNT 
NBR 14789 received 20 recommendations, 14 of which 
were approved without restrictions, 4 approved with 
observations related to form, and 2 denied due to technical 
objections. 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

3_Review of Feedback folder 

Annex D -- Report_CN_PABNTNBR14789 folder: Complete 
file 

Draft Revision ABNT NBR 15789 received 24 
recommendations, 19 of which were approved without 
restrictions, 4 approved with observations related to form, 
and 1 denied due to technical objections 

Evidence IN:  

2_Revision process folder: 

3_Review of Feedback folder 

Annex E -- Relatório_CN_PABNTNBR15789 folder: 
totalizacao file  

The special meeting of ABNT/CEE-103 to analyze the 
results of the National Consultation on the Draft Revisions 
for ABNT NBR 14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 was held on 
Feb/26/2021, with 27 members participating. All the 
comments received were analyzed and the 
deliberations/alterations were agreed upon via consensus 
by the Commission.  

PI/DT 00.00.07 establishes procedures for 
establishing working groups and the consideration of 
their outcomes.  

 

The SC established two working groups to revise 
ABNT NBR 14789:2012 (Manejo florestal sustentável 
- Princípios, critérios e indicadores para plantações 
florestais) [Sustainable forest management - 
Principles, criteria, and indicators for native forests] 
and ABNT NBR 15789:2013 (Manejo florestal 
sustentável - Princípios, critérios e indicadores para 
florestas nativas). The outcomes of the working 
groups have been provided and considered. 
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Evidence IN:  

2_Revision process folder: 

3_Review of Feedback folder 

Annex F -- Ata_Especial_2021-02-26 

(i) Evidence relating to 
the review process, and  

 

Procedures ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.00.02, item 10 defines that any 
stakeholder may request a review of a technical document 
to meet legal requirements, technological updating needs, 
and to be compatible with International Standards: 

10.2 Any stakeholder/interested party may ask ABNT to 
review an ABNT Technical Document, provided that it is 
technically justified, and the authoring SC shall judge and 
decide:  

a) to issue a Draft Amendment with the modifications it 
deems necessary; or  

b) to revise the ABNT Technical Document. 

 NOTE the interested party/stakeholder must be informed of 
the decision by the Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or 
ABNT/ONS. 

… 

4.3 The documents relevant to the process of drafting 
ABNT Technical Documents (according to 6.2.4) shall be 
available in ABNT LiveLink. 

In addition, technical documents undergo systematic review 
every five years. 

Process: 

ABNT LiveLink system 

Site for National Consultation : 
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/ 

This is not the correct reference. 

 

PI/DT 00.00.00.02 7.5.1.2 in requires that in the 
instance of a National Consultation Review Meeting, 
that any material be recorded and tabulated 
accordingly.  

 

References for the Review process have not been 
provided but are as follows:  

 

Yes – Procedures 

 

Process Process: 

The special meeting of ABNT/CEE-103 to analyze the 
results of the National Consultation on the Draft 
Revisions for ABNT NBR 14789 and ABNT NBR 
15789 was held on Feb/26/2021, with 27 members 
participating. All the comments received were 
analyzed and the deliberations/alterations were 
agreed upon via consensus by the Commission. 

Evidence IN:  

2_Revision process folder: 

3_Review of Feedback folder 

Annex F -- Ata_Especial_2021-02-26 

 

Yes –  

Process 

https://login.iso.org/idp/SSO.saml2?SAMLRequest=fVJbT8IwFP4rS99ZtyJb0rAlCA+SoBA3ffCFdNsRGrt29nSo/95dUPGFt5Oc73a+do6iVg1ftO6oH+G9BXTeZ6008mGRkNZqbgRK5FrUgNyVPFvcbzjzA95Y40xpFPEWiGCdNHppNLY12AzsSZbw9LhJyNG5BjmlEo1qexD63egbe6BQmpoqeQIl9RvNjrIojAJ39BEN7X0Y3W2znHirLpjUomf/CSpzkPpXS1YNzbKt3wdnxFuvErKPpwBBGMWxEGIWVFFUlCFjRXQzq8Q0juIOhtjCWqMT2iWEBYxNgtkkDHMW8GnEg+CFeLvznbdSV1IfrpdSjCDkd3m+m4zpn8HikLwDkHTeJ+SDsb0o+7qs+GmYpD3sfDQXTaNkOfQyqeC1f5Jqr7HYa1fO6YXR6Nrwh055vdqZjvXlLZQyH0sLwkFCQkLTkfL/P6Tf&RelayState=https://isolutions.iso.org/ecom/livelink?func=ll&objId=-449497&objAction=browse&sort=name&viewType=1&SigAlg=http://www.w3.org/2000/09/xmldsig%23rsa-sha1&Signature=RVQxZKZkIKhbQ1M8t9tqUmPbl2Mmqoci0xTU/h0LXghGkmVIpi4VrBXbwwaJNjt69U4Jh11rtENiUk6j5zs7ee0Q9J38/nUJEwCFd28zxwiEytS8y+xUgobU6Mn9cVhSXaWCp/SPLgEUrn4s171+KgFsT9Jt9suwwT+XpA+rZVk=
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/
https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

(j) Final approval by the 
standardising body.  

 

Procedures 

 

After the National Consultation period, the SC receives the 
contributions and analyses, defining whether the Draft will 
be forwarded for publication or whether a 2nd Draft will be 
necessary (see ABNT – Code PI 00.00.002, Annex B 
Workflow).  

 

ABNT – Code PI 00.00.002: 

7.5.2 Draft Standard for publication with National 
Consultation Review Meeting  

7.5.2.1 Draft standards with recommendations shall be 
considered approved after review via National Consultation 
(see 7.4).  

7.5.2.2 After analyzing the National Consultation, 
ABNT/DT/GPR shall receive the documentation relevant to 
the Approved Draft Standard and verify that:  

a) the Tabulation Sheet is correctly filled out.  

b) the result of the analysis of the Tabulation Sheet 
contains the amendments accepted by the SC. 

7.5.2.3 ABNT/DT/GPR shall send ABNT/DT/GEA the 
following documentation relevant to the Approved Draft 
Standard for publication: 

a) cover letter (see C.2.2).  

b) Minutes and attendance list from the Special Meeting for 
National Consultation Review. c) Report of National 
Consultation  

d) Completed and justified Tabulation Sheet.  

e) Results of the analysis of the Tabulation Sheet, if 
applicable. 

After analyzing the National Consultation, ABNT/DT/GPR 
shall receive the documentation relevant to the Approved 

The procedures for final approval are at 7.5.2.3.  

 

.   

Yes – procedures 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

Draft Standard and verify all documentation related to the 
process (see ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.00.02, 7.5.2.2).  

Process  The process references are as follows: After the 
review, the Committee approved the ABNT NBR 
14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 Draft Revisions for 
approval and publication as Brazilian standards, since 
they determined that no technical changes were 
made in the aforementioned Draft Revisions, only 
improvements to the texts that made them clearer and 
less subject to misinterpretation. ABNT NBR 
14789:2021 and ABNT NBR 15789:2021 were 
published on Mar/29/2021 

Yes - process 

5.2.2 Documented 
information shall be 
kept until completion of 
the next review or 
revision of the standard 
to which they refer. 
Otherwise the 
documented information 
must be kept for a 
minimum of five years 
after publication of the 
standard. 

Procedures ABNT – Code PI/DT 00.00.07: 

6 Responsibilities 6.1 Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS 
The Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS is responsible 
for: 

h) making the following documents available in ABNT 
LiveLink and keeping them on file for at least five years: 

⎯ Base Texts and Drafts. 

⎯ other documents related to the process. 

Additional information: 

ABNT is a Brazilian regulatory body and its norms are 
created at national level, so that they can be used by more 
than one scheme. For this reason, the document itself does 
not contain the dates of the forthcoming reviews. And 
therefore, the following have been made available on the 
PEFC Brazil website:  

All ABNT documents are on its site, which can be viewed 
for free. 

Process: 

Procedures: PI/DT 00.00.07 6 meets the PEFC 
procedural requirements.  

Procedures -- Yes  

Process The public is able to view process documentation on 
the ABNT website. However, a person needs to 
become a member of the study comission (open to 
anyone) and access the standard-setting 
documentation of ongoing and past review/revisions. 
PEFC Brazil website is under development with the 
support of the PEFC International. 

 

ABNT retains all information from finalized and 
ongoing projects, which means more than 05 years.  

 

Process – Yes 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 175 

 

 

PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

ABNT website: https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br/ 

PEFC Brazil: www.pefcbr.org 

5.2.3 Documented 
information shall be 
available to interested 
parties upon request. 

Procedures Requirements 6.1.h) of ABNT PI/DT 00.00.07 and 4.3 of 
ABNT PI/DT 00.00.02 states the documentation is available 
on shared online platform. 

4.8 of ABNT PI/DT 00.00.07 states that participation is 
open and transparent. Therefore, any interested party can 
request to join  the CEE-103 and access the std-setting 
documentation of  finalized and ongoing projects through  
the ABNT Livelink (online platform).  

IPMF procedure SG 07.02 6.2.2 and 6.2.3 states the 
above mentioned and that IPMF shall make 
documented information available to interested 
parties upon request.". 

Procedures – Yes 

Process  Process: Although technically the documented 
information is available, the process of accessing that 
information cannot be considered straightforward, i.e. 
it requires understanding that the IPMF is the NGB 
and that the ABNT is the standardizing body..   

Process -- Yes 

5.3.1 The standardising 
body shall establish 
procedure(s) for dealing 
with any substantial and 
process complaints and 
appeals relating to its 
standard-setting 
activities. It must make 
procedure(s) accessible 
to stakeholders. Upon 
receipt of a complaint or 
appeal, the 
standardising body 
shall: 

  The standardizing body does establishes procedures 
for dealing with substantive complaints and appeals 
related to standard-setting activities.  

The activities of ABNT (as the standardizing body) are 
regulated nationally by INMETRO, which has 
established procedures for complaints and resolutions 
for standard-setting processes under the INEMTRO 
Ombudsman.  

Normative Instruction OGU/CGU No. 05/2018 
establishes guidelines for the operation of the 
Ombudsman, and requires that the Ombudsman 
operate under ISO 9000, ISO 9001 and ISO 10002, 
which specifically deals with complaints.   

 

(a) acknowledge receipt 
of the complaint or 
appeal to the 
complainant, 

Procedures  

 

ISO 10002 7.4 “Receipt of each complaint should be 
acknowledged to the complainant immediately.” 

Yes 

Process   N/A 

https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br/
http://www.cgu.gov.br/sobre/legislacao/arquivos/instrucoes-normativas/in-cgu-ogu-05-2018.pdf/view
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(b) gather and verify all 
necessary information 
to validate the complaint 
or appeal, evaluate the 
subject matter of the 
complaint or appeal 
impartially and 
objectively, and make a 
decision regarding the 
complaint or appeal,  

Procedures  ISO 10002 7.4 “Every reasonable effort should be 
made to investigate all the relevant circumstances of 
the and information surrounding a complaint. The 
level of investigation should be commensurate with 
the seriousness, frequency of occurrence and severity 
of the complaint.” 

7.8 “The decision or any action taken regarding the 
complaint, which is relevant to the complainant or 
personnel involved should be communicated to them 
as soon as the decision is taken.” 

D.5 “Objectivity monitoring: Organisations should 
monitor the responses to complaints to ensure 
complaints are handled objectively.” 

 

Process Process: 

No complaints have been received 

 N/A 

(c) formally 
communicate the 
decision on the 
complaint or appeal to 
the complainant and 
describe the handling 
process.  

Procedures  7.8 “The decision or any action taken regarding the 
complaint, which is relevant to the complainant or 
personnel involved should be communicated to them 
as soon as the decision is taken.” 

Yes 

Process Process: 

No complaints have been received. 

 N/A 

5.3.2 The standardising 
body shall establish at 
least one contact point 
for enquiries, 
complaints and appeals 
relating to its standard-
setting activities. The 
contact point shall be 
easy to access and 
readily available. 

Procedures PI/DT 00.00.07: The SC Coordinator is responsible for: k) 
receiving the documentation sent to the SC, such as 
suggestions, questions, and comments. 

A clear procedural document on the establishment of 
a complaints and appeals channel has not been 
provided.   

No -- Minor NC 

Process   The ABNT establishes a whistleblowing channel at: 
https://www.abnt.org.br/institucional/canal-de-
denuncia. 

Y 
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Standard-setting 
process 

    

6.1.1 For the creation of 
a new standard, the 
standardising body shall 
develop a proposal 
including: 

(a) the scope of the 
standard,  

(b) a justification of the 
need for the standard,  

(c) a clear description of 
the intended outcomes  

(d) a risk assessment of 
potential negative 
impacts arising from 
implementing the 
standard, such as • 
factors that could affect 
the achievement of the 
outcomes negatively,  

• unintended 
consequences of 
implementation,  

• actions to address the 
identified risks, and  

(e) a description of the 
stages of standard 
development and their 
expected timetable.  

 

Procedures 

 

 The process is outlined in PI/DT 00.00.02:  

New Work Item 

5.1 The need to prepare a New Work Item (NIT) must 
be evidenced by the Secretariat of ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS. 

5.2 The Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS must verify that the NIT to be developed 
is included in its Sectorial Standardization Program 
(PNS). If it is not included, it must be included and 
subsequently sent for analysis by the Planning and 
Project Management (ABNT/DT/GPP). 

5.3 If ABNT/DT/GPP requests clarification, the 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS Secretariat 
must make the necessary adjustments, adapting the 
NIT for a new analysis. 

5.4 After analysis and validation, ABNT/DT/GPP must 
disclose the NIT, electronically, for society's 
knowledge. 

5.5 In case of non-validation by ABNT/DT/GPP, the 
NIT must be discontinued. 

A definition for the NIT is provided in PI/DT 00.00.11: 
“New Work Item (NIT) work proposal, with defined title 
and scope, to be developed by the EC for the 
preparation of the ABNT Technical Document, from 
the Sectorial Standardization Program (PNS)” 

PI/DT 00.00.10 contains a full description of the 
stages of their standard development, in line with the 
ISO Directives Part 1. 

A proposal for a new standard is referred to as a new 
work item (NIT), in line with ISO Directives Part 1. It is 

Procedures -- Yes  
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

NOTE Guidance for 
development of a 
proposal and 
justification is given in 
ISO Directives 

, Part 1, Annex C and 
Annex SL (Appendix 1 

defined in the procedural documentation (PI/DT 
00.00.11) as containing the scope of the proposal. 
ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 Annex C as a 
normative document for NITs. This includes 
justification (C.4.4, C.4.13), impacts on existing work 
and negative consequences (C.4.7). 

PI/DT 00.00.10 contains a full description of the 
stages of their standard development, in line with the 
ISO Directives Part 1 

6.1.2 For the revision of 
a standard the proposal 
shall cover at least (a) 
and (e) of clause 6.1.1. 

Procedures ABNT – code PI/DT 00.00.02 

New Work Item 

5.1 The need to prepare a New Work Item (NIT) must be 
evidenced by the Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS. 

5.2 The Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS 
must verify that the NIT to be developed is included in its 
Sectorial Standardization Program (PNS). If it is not 
included, it must be included and subsequently sent for 
analysis by the Planning and Project Management 
(ABNT/DT/GPP). 

5.3 If ABNT/DT/GPP requests clarification, the ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS Secretariat must make the 
necessary adjustments, adapting the NIT for a new 
analysis. 

5.4 After analysis and validation, ABNT/DT/GPP must 
disclose the NIT, electronically, for society's knowledge. 

5.5 In case of non-validation by ABNT/DT/GPP, the NIT 
must be discontinued. 

10.2.2 Review of ABNT Technical Document If the SC 
decides to develop a Draft Revision, it shall prepare the 
Base Text for Revision, following the drafting process 
described in Sections 5 to 8. 

The stages for (a) and (e) are covered.  Procedures -- Yes 
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Additional references / comment Decision 

Process The Special Commission on Forest Management Studies 
(ABNT/CEE-103) had its first meeting in 2019 on January 
31, with 19 members present, and created the Planted 
Forests and Native Forests Working Groups (WG) to revise 
ABNT NBR 14789:2012 (Manejo florestal sustentável - 
Princípios, critérios e indicadores para plantações 
florestais) [Sustainable forest management - Principles, 
criteria, and indicators for native forests] and ABNT NBR 
15789:2013 (Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, 
critérios e indicadores para florestas nativas) [Sustainable 
forest management - Principles, criteria, and indicators for 
native forests] in order to align them with the new guidance 
in PEFC ST 1003:2018 (Sustainable Forest Management – 
Requirements).  

 

The proposal for the revision was presented on 
January 19 2019 at the CEE 103 committee meeting. 
The presentation also included timetables for 
standard revision identified at documents 
GEP_ABNTNBR14789 and GEP_ABNTNBR15789. 

Process -- Yes 

6.2.1 The standardising 
body shall identify 
stakeholders relevant to 
the objectives and 
scope of the standard-
setting activities by 
means of a stakeholder 
identification mapping 
exercise. It shall define 
which stakeholder 
groups are relevant to 
the subject matter and 
why. For each 
stakeholder group the 
standardising body shall 
identify the likely key 
issues, key 
stakeholders, and which 
means of 

Procedures ABNT – code- PI/DT 00.00.11 – Study Commission- 
Identification of stakeholders 

4. Identifying Stakeholders  

4.1 Stakeholders vary according to the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document to be drafted by the SC and should be 
identified in the proposition of each New Work Item (NIT).  

4.2 To identify the Stakeholders in the composition of a SC 
or ABNT/CEE to develop an ABNT Technical Document, 
the Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS and the Planning 
& Projects Department (ABNT/DT/GPP) should conduct a 
study of potential Stakeholders within the scope of the 
document that will be developed.  

4.3 For the study to identify the main parties that may be 
interested in or affected by the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document, the following information shall be 
obtained:  

a) what is the interest and what is the motivation of this 
interest.  

The procedural documentation meets the 
requirements for stakeholder identification. 

 

Procedures – Yes  
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Additional references / comment Decision 

communication would 
be best to reach them. 

B) what is expected of the ABNT Technical Document.  

c) how the ABNT Technical Document may affect them, 
positively or negatively.  

d) how the ABNT Technical Document can contribute to 
their experience and knowledge.  

e) what is the authority and degree of interference in the 
topic that is the subject of the ABNT Technical Document.  

5. Defining Stakeholders  

5.1 The Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS and the 
ABNT/DT/GPP shall define the technically interested 
parties and those with legitimate interests in the scope of 
the ABNT Technical Document.  

5.2 Sections 5.2.1 to 5.2.4 present potential Interested 
Parties (Stakeholders) according to the subject to be 
standardized. Technical organizations that provide services 
to other Stakeholders should be considered suppliers of 
raw materials. Consulting companies should be considered 
to represent another Interested Party among the others 
presented. 

5.2.1 For products:  

a) the producing company and its associations;  

b) company supplying raw materials and its associations;  

c) intermediate and final consumer, including its 
associations and the Public Prosecutor;  

d) regulatory or regulating organization/accrediting 
organization  

e) conformity assessment body.  

f) technical organizations such as laboratories, research 
institutes, and academia.  
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5.2.2 For services:  

a) service provider and its associates.  

b) producing company (that makes the product associated 
with the service) and its associates.  

c) staff training/education company and its associates.  

d) intermediate and final consumer, including its 
associations and the Public Prosecutor;  

e) regulatory or regulating organization/accrediting 
organization  

f) conformity assessment body. g) technical organizations 
such as research institutes, and academia.  

5.2.3 For management systems:  

a) company where the system will be implemented. 

b) company implementing the system.  

c) regulatory or regulating organization/accrediting 
organization. 

d) conformity assessment body.  

e) technical organizations such as research institutes and 
academia. 

Process  The process identified a total of 571 stakeholders. 
The documentation notes that in 2018 - INMETRO 
and ABNT revised the stakeholder list, which includes 
stakeholders defined according to their interest group, 
certified companies, CBs, study commission 
members, people who downloaded the standards on 
the ABNT website. 

The list review also considered process-critical 
stakeholders and stakeholders potentially affected by 
the standards revision. 

Minor NC 
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Indigenous stakeholders like Surui have broad 
national representation and are well articulated 
electronically, being communicated via email. The 
same goes for the work and trade unions group, 
engaged by the media, electronic means, telephone. 

Other relevant representatives of communities and 
workers mapped APREMAVI, MST - Movimento dos 
Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra, MIQCB - 
Movimento Interestadual das Quebradeiras de Coco 
Babaçu, MPA - Movimento dos Pequenos 
Agricultores, FETRAF - Federação dos 
Trabalhadores e Trabalhadoras na Agricultura 
Familiar de Santa Catarina, CTA - Centro dos 
Trabalhadores da Amazônia. All with contacts 
available. 

In addition, all CBs and certified organizations in 
Brazil were consulted. 

Email was considered the default form of 
communication; key stakeholders and key issues 
were not identified 

6.2.2 Identification of 
stakeholder groups 
shall be based on nine 
major stakeholder 
groups as defined by 
Agenda 21 of the United 
Nations Conference on 
Environment and 
Development (UNCED) 
in Rio de Janeiro in 
1992. At least the 
following groups shall 
be included in the 
stakeholder mapping: 

Procedures The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, which contains examples of classification, but 
depending on the scope of the document, the Commission 
may supplement this classification and consider balanced 
representation between parties that may be disadvantaged, 
considering difficulties in their participation and contribution 
to the process of drafting the ABNT Technical Documents.  

ABNT - PI/DT 00.00.07 Items 4.8 4.9 

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 

The procedures  in PI/DT 00.00.11 do not identify 
stakeholder groups based on the Agenda 21 
document. • Indigenous people, non-government 
organisations, scientific and technological community, 
workers and trade unions are not identified in the 
procedures.  

 

 

Procedures –  

Minor NC 
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• forest owners,  

• business and industry,  

• indigenous people,  

• non-government 
organisations,  

• scientific and 
technological 
community,  

• workers and trade 
unions.  

 

Other groups shall be 
added if relevant to the 
scope of standard-
setting activities.  

 

NOTE The full list of 
nine major stakeholder 
groups defined by 
Agenda 21 of the United 
Nations Conference on 
Environment and 
Development consists 
of: (i) business and 
industry, (ii) children 
and youth, (iii) forest 
owners, (iv) indigenous 
peoples, (v) local 
authorities, (vi) non-
government 
organisations, (vii) 

The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink.  

4.9 Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, considering balanced representation between 
parties that may be disadvantaged, considering difficulties 
in their participation and contribution to the process of 
drafting the ABNT Technical Document. 

 

Process Process: The current process refers to a revision of the 
ABNT NBR 15789 and ABNT NBR 14789 standards .  

IN: 2_Revision process Folder: 1.Stakeholder mapping 

The process document (study) of stakeholders 
indicates that the following groups were identified as 
part of the stakeholder mapping: scientific and 
technological community; financial institution; 
normalization; NGB; government; accreditation; non-
government organizations; forest owners; indigenous 
people; business and industry; certification bodies; 
workers and trade unions.  

Process – yes  
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scientific and 
technological 
community, (viii) 
women, and (ix) 
workers and trade 
unions. 

 

6.2.3 The standardising 
body shall identify 
disadvantaged 
stakeholders and key 
stakeholders and 
address any constraints 
to their participation in 
standard-setting 
activities.  

 

NOTE A stakeholder 
can be both a 
disadvantaged and a 
key stakeholder at the 
same time. 

Procedures ABNT - PI/DT 00.00.07 Items 4.8 4.9 

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink.  

4.9 Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, considering balanced representation between 
parties that may be disadvantaged, considering difficulties 
in their participation and contribution to the process of 
drafting the ABNT Technical Document. 

Process:  

IN: 2_Revision process Folder:  

1.Stakeholder mapping  

No constraints were identified for the participation of all 
stakeholders 

The procedural document states that participation 
must consider balanced representation for 
disadvantaged stakeholders. It therefore implies they 
are identified.  

Procedures – yes 

Process The stakeholder review process does not include any 
specific mention of disadvantaged stakeholders. 
However, the study does note that it specifically 
sought out to include a number of disadvantaged 
groups: PREMAVI, MST - Landless Rural Workers 
Movement, MIQCB - Interstate Movement of Coconut 
Babaçu Breakers, MPA - Small Farmers Movement, 
FETRAF - Federation of Workers and Workers in 
Family Agriculture of Santa Catarina, CTA - Center for 
Workers in the Amazon. 

Process – no 

6.3.1 The standardising 
body shall make a 
public announcement of 
the start of the 
standard-setting 
process and include an 
invitation to 
stakeholders to 

Procedures ABNT – code PI/DT 00.00.02 - 

5 New Work Item  

5.1 The need to develop a New Work Item (NIT) shall be 
confirmed by the Secretary of the ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or 
ABNT/ONS.  

5.2 The Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS 
shall verify that the NIT to be developed is included in its 

The requirement for the public announcement is 
provided at “5.4 After review and validation, 
ABNT/DT/GPP shall publicize the NIT electronically 
for public knowledge”. 

 

Procedures – Y 
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participate in the 
process. The 
announcement shall be 
made in a timely 
manner through suitable 
media, as appropriate, 
to give stakeholders an 
opportunity for 
meaningful 
contributions.  

 

NOTE 1 In a timely 
manner means (at the 
latest) four weeks 
before the first 
standard-setting activity 
is scheduled to occur. 

  

NOTE 2 Through 
suitable media means 
at least through the 
standardising body’s 
website and by email 
and/or letter to identified 
stakeholders. Other 
media includes press 
releases, news articles, 
features in trade-press, 
information sent to 
branch organisations, 
social media, digital 
media, etc. . The 
announcement and 
invitation shall include 

Program for Sectorial Standardization (PNS). If not, it 
should be included and then referred for review by the 
Planning and Project Management Department 
(ABNT/DT/GPP).  

5.3 If ABNT/DT/GPP requests clarification, the Secretary of 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS shall make the 
necessary adjustments, adapting the NIT for a new review.  

5.4 After review and validation, ABNT/DT/GPP shall 
publicize the NIT electronically for public knowledge. 

 

SG 07 

7.3 Public announcement of the process 7.3.1 ABNT and 
IPMF shall make a public announcement of the start of the 
standard-setting process and include an invitation to 
stakeholders to participate in the process. The 
announcement shall be made in a timely manner through 
its website, social media, mailing lists, as appropriate, to 
give stakeholders an opportunity for meaningful 
contributions. The announcement and invitation shall 
include: a) overview of the standard-setting process, b) 
access to the proposal for the standard, c) information 
about opportunities for stakeholders to participate in the 
process, d) requests to stakeholders to nominate their 
representative(s) or themselves to the working group. The 
request to disadvantaged stakeholders and key 
stakeholders shall be made in a manner that ensures that 
the information reaches intended recipients and in a format 
that is easy to understand, e) explicit invitation and clear 
instruction on how to submit feedback on the scope and 
standard- setting process, and f) access to the standard-
setting procedures. Note 1: In a timely manner means (at 
the latest) four weeks before the first standardsetting 
activity is scheduled to occur. Note 2: Other media includes 
press releases, news articles, features in trade-press, 
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requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

 information sent to branch organizations, digital media, etc. 
mapped according to the stakeholders needs. 

Process Process: 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

At the 5th meeting on 2020-11-06, the revision of the 
standards was announced. 

 Annex B -- Minutes of the 5th Meeting_2020-11-06 folder 

Annex A – invited stakeholders (convidados) file 

Minutes of the 5th Meeting_2020_11-06 file 

The Special Commission on Forest Management 
Studies (ABNT/CEE-103) had its first meeting in 2019 
on January 31, with 19 members present, and created 
the Planted Forests and Native Forests Working 
Groups (WG) to revise ABNT NBR 14789:2012 
(Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, critérios e 
indicadores para plantações florestais) [Sustainable 
forest management - Principles, criteria, and 
indicators for native forests] and ABNT NBR 
15789:2013 (Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, 
critérios e indicadores para florestas nativas) 
[Sustainable forest management - Principles, criteria, 
and indicators for native forests] in order to align them 
with the new guidance in PEFC ST 1003:2018 
(Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements).  

 

Following this, the NITE invitation was sent on 
13/2/2019 to the stakeholder list for revisions of both 
the native forest and plantations. 

The invitation included a timetable, with the projected 
first standard setting activity to occur on 4/3/2019.  

 

Y 

(a) overview of the 
standard-setting 
process,  

 

Procedures ABNT – code PI/DT 00.00.02 - 

5.4 After review and validation, ABNT/DT/GPP shall 
publicize the NIT electronically for public knowledge. 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

ISO Directives Part 1 SI4 Workshop Announcement: 
“SI.4 Workshop information A workshop programme 
detailing workshop objectives, documents, agenda, 
draft documents and any other relevant details for the 
workshop shall be available, and circulated to 
registered participants, no later than six weeks prior to 
the workshop date. Registered participants may 
submit their own contributions to the workshop 

Yes 
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requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

4_Review projects Folder 

Process: 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex A - Minutes 1st meeting_2019-01-31 folder 

Minutes of the 1st meeting Reunião_2019_01_31 file 

These groups held several meetings between 2019 and 
2020, led by Érica Araújo Bortolazzo Fonseca and Sandra 
Susi A. Silva (rapporteurs) to carry out this work. In the 5th 
meeting of 2020 for ABNT/CEE-103, which was held on 
November 6, 2020 with 23 members participating (see 
Annex B), the drafts of the Revision Projects for ABNT NBR 
14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 developed by the WGs were 
presented and approved for National Consultation for 60 
days.     

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex B -- Minutes of the 5th Meeting_2020-11-06 folder: 

Annex A- invited stakeholders (convidados) file 

ATA 5ª Meeting_2020_11-06 file (minutes) 

Report from Zoom_06-11-2020 (participants) file 

secretariat for further distribution to other 
participants.”  

Process Some information on the standard-setting process 
was included in the invitation, however, that 
information is limited. The invitation provides access 
to the ABNT Livelink system, which includes all 
information relating to the standard setting process.  

N – Minor NC 

(b) access to the 
proposal for the 
standard (refer to 6.1),  

Procedures See: ISO Directives Part 1 SI4 Workshop 
Announcement: 

Y 

Process Access to the proposal was not included in the 
invitation, however, that information is limited. The 
invitation provides access to the ABNT Livelink 
system, which includes all information relating to the 
standard setting process 

N – Minor NC 

(c) information about 
opportunities for 
stakeholders to 
participate in the 
process,  

Procedures See: ISO Directives Part 1 SI4 Workshop 
Announcement 

Y 

Process Some information on the standard-setting process 
was included in the invitation, however, that 
information is limited. The invitation provides access 
to the ABNT Livelink system, which includes all 
information relating to the standard setting process 

N – Minor NC 

(d) requests to 
stakeholders to 
nominate their 
representative(s) or 
themselves to the 
working group (refer to 
6.4). The request to 
disadvantaged 
stakeholders and key 
stakeholders shall be 
made in a manner that 
ensures that the 

Procedures ISO Directives Part 1 SI.5.2 “Registered participants 
Any organization may register as a participant in a 
workshop, and participation will be open to the 
registered participants only. Participants are not 
required to be appointed by the ISO member body in 
their country. The workshop secretariat, Chair and 
proposer shall endeavour to ensure that the broadest 
range of interests is represented in any workshop and 
that there is an appropriate balance of 
representation.” 

Although the requirement does not refer clearly to 
disadvantaged and key stakeholders, the requirement 

Y 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

information reaches 
intended recipients and 
in a format that is easy 
to understand,  

to “ensure that the broadest range of interests is 
represented” implies that this is the case.  

Process Although the invitation did not include a specific and 
explicit request on this matter, participation within the 
working groups was open.  

No –Minor NC 

(e) explicit invitation and 
clear instruction on how 
to submit feedback on 
the scope and standard-
setting process, and  

Procedures The procedures for the invitation do not contain this 
information.  

No – Minor NC 

Process The invitation and announcement does not include 
this information.  

No – Minor NC 

(f) access to the 
standard-setting 
procedures.  

Procedures See: ISO Directives Part 1 SI4 Workshop 
Announcement: 

Y 

Process The invitation does include access to the standard 
setting procedures via the ABNT Livelink platform.  

Y 

6.3.2 The standardising 
body shall review the 
standard-setting 
process based on 
feedback received in 
response to the public 
announcement. 

Procedures 

 

PI/DT 00.00.02  

7 National Consultation 

7.1 Compliance with ABNT Directive 2 and spelling review 

7.1.1 ABNT/DT/GPR must receive the process documents 
(see 6.2.4), forwarded by the ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS Secretariat, and evaluate the documentation for 
sending the Approved Base Text for submission to the 
Consultation National. 

7.1.2 Once the process documents are correct, the 
ABNT/DT/GPR Technical Analyst must proceed with the 
analysis of the suitability of the text to ABNT Directive 2 and 
mark the inconsistencies. After adaptation to ABNT 
Directive 2, the Approved Base Text is sent for spelling 
revision. 

7.1.3 After the spelling review, the file with the adequacy 
and spelling suggestions must be made available to the 

PI/DT 00.00.02 contains the procedures tor the review 
of the standard setting process within in response to 
the public announcement on the commencement of 
the process.  

Procedures – yes 
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Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS at 
ABNTLivelink, a notification is sent by the system. 

7.1.4 ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS Secretariat, 
after receiving the file from ABNTLivelink, must verify the 
suggestions, making the necessary corrections in the 
Approved Base Text, with the commitment to change only 
what is indicated in the adequacy markings and spelling 
revision suggested by ABNT/DT/GPR. 

7.1.5 After the corrections, the ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS Secretariat must send the final Approved Base 
Text to ABNT/DT/GPR, in the ABNT Style Sheet, with a 
standard electronic message (see C.3.1) , indicating your 
agreement with the proposed changes. 

7.1.6 ABNT/DT/GPR must check whether the suggested 
corrections were incorporated into the Approved Base Text. 
If the Approved Base Text is as suggested, it is forwarded 
to the Publishing and Collection Management 
(ABNT/DT/GEA) for registration and publishing as a Draft 
Standard. Otherwise, ABNT/DT/GPR must contact the 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS Secretariat to request 
that corrections be made or resolve possible doubts. 

7.1.7 If the corrections technically alter the Approved Base 
Text, the process must return to the Base Text elaboration 
stage (see 6.1). 

7.1.8 The Secretariat of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE or 
ABNT/ONS must forward the corrected Approved Base 
Text to ABNT/DT/GPR within a maximum period of 60 
calendar days, counted from the date of request for 
correction. 

7.1.9 If the corrected Approved Base Text is not forwarded 
to ABNT/DT/GPR by the end of the period stipulated in 
7.1.8, the document must return to the Base Text 
preparation stage (see 6.1). 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

Process  The process and base text were reviewed on both 31 
January 2019 and 28 March 2019.  

Y 

6.4.1 The standardising 
body shall establish a 
permanent or temporary 
working group or adjust 
the composition of an 
already existing working 
group based on 
nominations it received. 
Acceptance and refusal 
of nominations shall be 
justified in relation to the 
requirements for 
balanced representation 
of the working group, 
considerations of an 
appropriate gender 
balance, relevance of 
the organisation, an 
individual’s 
competence, an 
individual’s relevant 
experience and 
resources available for 
standard-setting. 

Procedures The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, considering balanced representation between 
parties that may be disadvantaged, considering difficulties 
in their participation and contribution to the process of 
drafting the ABNT Technical Document (see PI/DT 
00.00.07 items 4.8 and 4.9). 

 

The permanent or working group to oversee the 
standard development is the Special Commission on 
Forest Management Studies (ABNT/CEE-103). 
Access to the CEE is open to any registered 
participant.  

See also: ISO Directives Part 1: “SI.5.2 Registered 
participants Any organization may register as a 
participant in a workshop, and participation will be 
open to the registered participants only. Participants 
are not required to be appointed by the ISO member 
body in their country. The workshop secretariat, Chair 
and proposer shall endeavour to ensure that the 
broadest range of interests is represented in any 
workshop and that there is an appropriate balance of 
representation. If needed, this may require that some 
limitation be placed on participation (for example, no 
more than two registered participants from the same 
corporate body or organization).” 

Procedures – Y 

 

Process Process: 

The Special Commission on Forest Management Studies 
(ABNT/CEE-103) had its first meeting in 2019 on January 
31, with 19 members present, and created the Planted 
Forests and Native Forests Working Groups (WG) to revise 
ABNT NBR 14789:2012 (Manejo florestal sustentável - 
Princípios, critérios e indicadores para plantações 
florestais) [Sustainable forest management - Principles, 
criteria, and indicators for native forests] and ABNT NBR 
15789:2013 (Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, 
critérios e indicadores para florestas nativas) [Sustainable 
forest management - Principles, criteria, and indicators for 
native forests] in order to align them with the new guidance 

As the procedures of the standardizing body require 
the working group to be open to self-nomination and 
participation, no acceptance or refusal needed to be 
justified.  

Process -- yes 
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in PEFC ST 1003:2018 (Sustainable Forest Management – 
Requirements).  

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex A - Minutes 1st meeting_2019-01-31 folder 

Minutes of the 1st meeting Reunião_2019_01_31 file 

These groups held several meetings between 2019 and 
2020, led by Érica Araújo Bortolazzo Fonseca and Sandra 
Susi A. Silva (rapporteurs) to carry out this work. In the 5th 
meeting of 2020 for ABNT/CEE-103, which was held on 
November 6, 2020 with 23 members participating (see 
Annex B), the drafts of the Revision Projects for ABNT NBR 
14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 developed by the WGs were 
presented and approved for National Consultation for 60 
days.     

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex B -- Minutes of the 5th Meeting_2020-11-06 folder 

6.4.2 The working group 
shall: 

(a) have balanced 
representation and 
decision-making by 
stakeholder categories, 
relevant to the subject 
matter and geographical 
scope of the standard, 

Procedures The procedure for identifying stakeholders described in 
ABNT – Code - PI/DT 00.00.11 - Study Commission- 
Identification of stakeholders section 5 (5.1 – 5.2.3) 
describes how to identify stakeholders to compose WGs. 

Note: The description of the procedure is cited in this 
document in 5.1.1c) 

5.2.1 For products: 

a) producing company and its associations; 

 Yes 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

where no single 
concerned stakeholder 
group can dominate, 
nor be dominated in the 
process, and  

b) input supplier company and its associations; 

c) intermediary and final consumers, including their 
associations and the Public Ministry; 

d) regulatory/regulatory/accrediting agency; 

e) conformity assessment body; 

f) technical bodies, which may be: laboratory, research 
institute and academy. 

NOTE In A.1 an example is presented for the identification 
of Stakeholders for standardization of 

products. 

5.2.2 For services: 

a) service provider and its associations; 

b) producing company (of the product associated with the 
service) and its associations; 

c) training and education company for people and their 
associations; 

d) intermediary and final consumers, including their 
associations and the Public Ministry; 

e) regulatory/regulatory/accrediting body; 

f) conformity assessment body; 

g) technical bodies, which may be: research institute and 
academy. 

NOTE In A.2 an example is presented for the identification 
of Stakeholders for standardization of 

services. 

5.2.3 For management systems: 

a) company where the system will be implemented; 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

b) company implementing the system; 

c) regulatory/regulatory/accrediting body; 

d) conformity assessment body; 

e) technical bodies, which may be: research institute and 
academy. 

Process Process: 

The Special Commission on Forest Management Studies 
(ABNT/CEE-103) had its first meeting in 2019 on January 
31, with 19 members present, and created the Planted 
Forests and Native Forests Working Groups (WG) to revise 
ABNT NBR 14789:2012 (Manejo florestal sustentável - 
Princípios, critérios e indicadores para plantações 
florestais) [Sustainable forest management - Principles, 
criteria, and indicators for native forests] and ABNT NBR 
15789:2013 (Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, 
critérios e indicadores para florestas nativas) [Sustainable 
forest management - Principles, criteria, and indicators for 
native forests] in order to align them with the new guidance 
in PEFC ST 1003:2018 (Sustainable Forest Management – 
Requirements).  

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex A - Minutes 1st meeting_2019-01-31 folder 

Minutes of the 1st meeting Reunião_2019_01_31 file 

These groups held several meetings between 2019 and 
2020, led by Érica Araújo Bortolazzo Fonseca and Sandra 
Susi A. Silva (rapporteurs) to carry out this work. In the 5th 
meeting of 2020 for ABNT/CEE-103, which was held on 
November 6, 2020 with 23 members participating (see 
Annex B), the drafts of the Revision Projects for ABNT NBR 

Two working groups were developed for each 
standard, as noted above. For the Native Forests 
Working Group, the split between the groups was as 
follows:  

scientific and technological community 5 

government 5 

accreditation  

non-government organizations 2 

indigenous people 1 

business and industry 11 

certification bodies 4 

workers and trade unions 4  

 

For the Plantation Working Group, the split was as 
follows:  

certification body  8 

scientific technological community  3 

business and industry  6 

NGO  5 

workers and trade unions  1 

Yes 
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basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 developed by the WGs were 
presented and approved for National Consultation for 60 
days.     

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex B -- Minutes of the 5th Meeting_2020-11-06 folder 

Standardizing body  1 

 

(b) include stakeholders 
with expertise relevant 
to the subject matter of 
the standard, those that 
affected by the 
standard, and those that 
can influence 
implementation of the 
standard. The affected 
stakeholders shall be 
represented in an 
appropriate proportion 
among participants.  

 

Procedures See reference above.  See reference above Yes 

Process  Yes 

6.4.3 In order to achieve 
balanced 
representation, the 
standardising body shall 
strive to have all 
identified stakeholder 
groups (refer to 6.2) 
represented. The 
standardising body shall 
set targets for the 
participation of key 
stakeholders and 

Procedures The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, considering balanced representation between 
parties that may be disadvantaged, considering difficulties 
in their participation and contribution to the process of 
drafting the ABNT Technical Document (see PI/DT 
00.00.07 items 4.8 and 4.9). 

PI/DT 00.00.07 item 6.1 d) and e) establishes that the 
ABNT/DT Technical Review is responsible for:    

See also ISO Directives Part 1 SI5 Participation: “The 
workshop secretariat, Chair and proposer shall 
endeavour to ensure that the broadest range of 
interests is represented in any workshop and that 
there is an appropriate balance of representation”.  

However, targets are not set.  

N – Minor NC 
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Additional references / comment Decision 

proactively seek their 
participation by using 
outreach such as (but 
not limited to) personal 
emails, phone calls, 
meeting invitations etc.  

 

NOTE When a 
stakeholder group is not 
represented and key 
stakeholders cannot be 
encouraged to 
participate, the 
standardising body may 
consider alternative 
options. 

sending the invitation to all identified stakeholders at least 
10 working days in advance, and contacting stakeholders to 
answer any questions they may have. 

Process  Although no targets are set, nor met, the groups can 
be considered balanced.  

N – Minor NC 

6.4.4 Activities of the 
working group shall be 
organized in an open 
and transparent manner 
where: 

(a) working drafts shall 
be available to all 
members of the working 
group, 

 

Procedures All working documents are available in ABNT LiveLink for 
all WG members. 

This is common practice, based on ISO good practice. 

ABNT – Code – PI/DT 00.00.07 – Study Commission – 
operation 

4 Basic directives 

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink. 

Note: ABNT LiveLink is a SharePoint with specific login and 
password accessed by members only. 

PI/DT 00.00.07 4.8 conforms to the PEFC 
requirements. 

Procedures – yes 

Process A record of all drafts uploaded to the Livelink platform 
has been provided across both working groups, 
including minutes of all working group meetings, 
noted at: 

WG Native Standard\Minutes, meetings preparation, 
draft standards 

Working groups\WG Plantations\draft standards 

 

Process -- yes 

(b) all members of the 
working group shall be 
given meaningful 

Procedures 5.10 As determined by its members, the SC Coordinator 
may set up working groups (WGs) to draft basic texts, 
studies, and other contributions deemed indispensable for 

The procedures meet the requirements.  Procedures – yes 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

opportunities to 
contribute to the 
development or revision 
of the standard and to 
provide feedback on 
working drafts, and  

 

drafting ABNT Technical Documents, and for this purpose 
shall: a) clearly define the tasks of the WG and the time 
limit to complete the work to be carried out;  

b) appoint the members to comprise the WG who can 
contribute to the work at hand;  

c) select a rapporteur from the members of the WG. 

5.11 The WG shall note that:  

a) it does not have deliberative powers;  

b) it may receive collaboration from experts other than SC 
members, provided that this is reported to the Coordinator;  

c) it shall be terminated with the completion of its work. 

Process Process: 

The Special Commission on Forest Management Studies 
(ABNT/CEE-103) had its first meeting in 2019 on January 
31, with 19 members present, and created the Planted 
Forests and Native Forests Working Groups (WG) to revise 
ABNT NBR 14789:2012 (Manejo florestal sustentável - 
Princípios, critérios e indicadores para plantações 
florestais) [Sustainable forest management - Principles, 
criteria, and indicators for native forests] and ABNT NBR 
15789:2013 (Manejo florestal sustentável - Princípios, 
critérios e indicadores para florestas nativas) [Sustainable 
forest management - Principles, criteria, and indicators for 
native forests] in order to align them with the new guidance 
in PEFC ST 1003:2018 (Sustainable Forest Management – 
Requirements).  

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex A - Minutes 1st meeting_2019-01-31 folder 

All minues an drafts for the meetings have been 
provided across both working groups; the minutes 
and alterations to the draft indicate that all working 
group members were able to contribute to the 
meetings. These are noted at:  

 

WG Native Standard\Minutes, meetings preparation, 
draft standards 

Working groups\WG Plantations\draft standards 

 

Process -- yes 
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Minutes of the 1st meeting Reunião_2019_01_31 file 

These groups held several meetings between 2019 and 
2020, led by Érica Araújo Bortolazzo Fonseca and Sandra 
Susi A. Silva (rapporteurs) to carry out this work. In the 5th 
meeting of 2020 for ABNT/CEE-103, which was held on 
November 6, 2020 with 23 members participating (see 
Annex B), the drafts of the Revision Projects for ABNT NBR 
14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 developed by the WGs were 
presented and approved for National Consultation for 60 
days.     

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder – 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Annex B -- Minutes of the 5th Meeting_2020-11-06 folder 

(c) feedback and views 
given by any member of 
the working group shall 
be considered in an 
open and transparent 
way where the outcome 
of these considerations 
is recorded.  

 

Procedures ABNT – code PI_DT_00.00.07 states: 

4.8 The process of drafting and revising ABNT Technical 
Documents shall be transparent and open to participation 
by stakeholders who may contribute to the topic at hand. 
The SC shall maintain all information about this process in 
ABNT LiveLink 

Providing feedback on the commentary received is a 
mandatory practice based on ISO best practices. 

… 

Coordinator's responsibilities: 

6.2 SC Coordinator  

The SC Coordinator is responsible for: 

d) seeking balance in the Stakeholders represented in the 
deliberations of the SC, ensuring that all Stakeholders are 
formally invited.  

The references provided PI_DT_00.00.07 4.8 conform 
to the PEFC requirements.  

Procedures -- yes 

Process Feedback on the views given within the group 
appears to have been undertaken in an open and 
transparent way; this has been noted at:  

WG Native Standard\Minutes, meetings preparation, 
draft standards 

Working groups\WG Plantations\draft standards 

 

Process -- yes 
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Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

e) coordinating meetings; 

… 

m) forwarding to the Secretary of the ABNT/CB or 
ABNT/ONS, after consensus, its position on issues arising 
from SC participation in the work on Regional and 
International Standardization; n) appointing a rapporteur 
and the members of the WG. 

l) examining this documentation or proposing the SC 
analyze it;  

m) forwarding to the Secretary of the ABNT/CB or 
ABNT/ONS, after consensus, its position on issues arising 
from SC participation in the work on Regional and 
International Standardization; 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder 

3_ Review of Feedback folder 

Tabulation files include the analyses of the feedback 
received at each of the main meetings. 

The results were presented and discussed at the following 
meetings. 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Atas (minutes) files 

6.4.5 The decision of 
the working group to 
recommend the final 
draft for formal approval 
shall be taken on the 

Procedures 

 

ABNT – code PI_DT_00.00.07 states: 

7 Meetings 

 For SC meetings to run smoothly, the procedures 
described in 7.1 to 7.4 should be followed and, in the case 

The references provided at PI_DT_00.00.07 indicate 
that all deliberations are taken by consensus.  

Procedures – yes 

 

Process – pending.  
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Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

basis of consensus. In 
order to determine 
whether there is any 
sustained opposition, 
the working group can 
utilize the following 
methods: 

(a) face-to face 
meeting(s) where there 
is a verbal yes/no vote, 
a show of hands for a 
yes/no vote; a 
statement on 
consensus from the 
Chair when there are no 
dissenting voices or 
hands (votes); a formal 
ballot, etc.,  

(b) telephone 
conference meeting(s) 
where there is a verbal 
yes/no vote,  

(c) email request to the 
working group for 
agreement or objection 
where the members 
provide a formal 
(written) response 
(vote),   

(d) combinations of 
these methods.  

 

of the Special Meeting to Install or Reactivate SC or 
National Consultation Review, Annex B should be followed 

7.4 Deliberations  

7.4.1 SC deliberations shall be made by consensus, without 
voting.  

7.4.2 For review of the recommendations presented in the 
National Consultation, the contents of 7.4.1 shall also 
apply. If final deliberation on the presented comments is 
required, it is up to the members who participated in at least 
30% of the meetings held on the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

7.4.3 The quorum for deliberation of a SC shall be at least 
five members.  

7.4.4 The topics approved by the SC may no longer be a 
subject for discussion, unless the SC deems it necessary, 
based on technical justification. 

 

 

ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 as a normative 
document, which states on the definition of consensus 
at 2.5.6:  

The following applies to the definition of consensus: In 
the process of reaching a consensus, many different 
points of view will be expressed and addressed as the 
document evolves. However, “sustained oppositions” 
are views expressed at minuted meetings of the © 
ISO/IEC 2023 – All rights reserved 41 committee, 
working group (WG) or other groups (e.g. task forces, 
advisory groups, etc.) and which are maintained by an 
important part of the concerned interest and which are 
incompatible with the committee consensus. The 
notion of “concerned interest(s)” will vary depending 
on the dynamics of the committee and shall therefore 
be determined by the committee leadership on a 
case-by-case basis. The concept of sustained 
opposition is not applicable in the context of member 
body votes on enquiry or approval ballots since these 
are subject to the applicable voting rules. Those 
expressing sustained opposition have a right to be 
heard, and the following approach is recommended 
when a sustained opposition is declared:  The 
leadership shall first assess whether the opposition 
can be considered a “sustained opposition”, i.e. 
whether it has been sustained by an important part of 
the concerned interest. If this is not the case, the 
leadership will register the opposition (i.e. in the 
minutes, records, etc.) and continue to lead the work 
on the document.  If the leadership determines that 
there is a sustained opposition, it is required to try and 
resolve it in good faith. However, a sustained 
opposition is not akin to a right to veto. The obligation 
to address the sustained oppositions does not imply 
an obligation to resolve them successfully. The 
responsibility for assessing whether or not a 
consensus has been reached rests entirely with the 
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requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

leadership. This includes assessing whether there is 
sustained opposition or whether any sustained 
opposition can be resolved without compromising the 
existing level of consensus on the rest of the 
document. In such cases, the leadership will register 
the opposition and continue the work. Those parties 
with sustained oppositions may avail themselves of 
appeals mechanisms as detailed in Clause 5. In case 
of doubt concerning consensus on a revised 
committee draft, approval by a two-thirds majority of 
the P-members of the committee voting may be 
deemed to be sufficient for the revised committee 
draft to be accepted for registration as an enquiry 
draft; however, every attempt shall be made to 
resolve negative votes. In the case of Technical 
Specification, Publicly Available Specification or 
Technical Report, there is no enquiry stage (See 
clauses 3.1.2, 3.2.2 and 3.3.2 for the approval and 
publication). Abstentions are excluded when the votes 
are counted, as well as negative votes not 
accompanied by technical reasons. The secretariat of 
the committee responsible for the committee draft 
shall ensure that the enquiry draft fully embodies 
decisions taken either at meetings or by 
correspondence.” 

 

 Process 

 

As already reported, the documents in review are all 
available in ABNT LiveLink. 

Note: ABNT LiveLink is a SharePoint with specific login and 
password accessed by members only. 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder 

3_ Review of Feedback folder 

The recommendation for the final draft standard was 
made at the CEE Meeting on 6/11/2020. The minutes 
record that consensus was achieved on the draft.  

4.ABNT Study Comission ABNTCEE_103_ Invites 
and Minutes\2020.11.06\Minutes 5ª Reunião_2020-
11-06.pdf" 

Y 
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Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

Tabulation files include the analyses of the feedback 
received at each of the main meetings. 

The results were learned and discussed at the following 
meetings. 

Evidence IN:  

2_revision process Folder 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

Atas (minutes) files 

6.4.6 Where a vote is 
used in decision-
making, the standard-
setting procedures shall 
determine and include 
decision-making 
thresholds that 
quantifies consensus. 
The threshold must be 
consistent with the 
consensus definition 
(refer to 3.1). However, 
a majority vote cannot 
override sustained 
opposition in order to 
achieve consensus. 

Procedures ABNT – code PI_DT_00.00.07 states: 

7.4 Deliberations  

7.4.1 SC deliberations shall be made by consensus, without 
voting. 

 7.4.2 For review of the recommendations presented in the 
National Consultation, the contents of 7.4.1 shall also 
apply. If final deliberation on the presented comments is 
required, it is up to the members who participated in at least 
30% of the meetings held on the ABNT Technical 
Document.  

7.4.3 The quorum for deliberation of a SC shall be at least 
five members.  

7.4.4 The topics approved by the SC may no longer be a 
subject for discussion, unless the SC deems it necessary, 
based on technical 

 

Process: 

The special meeting of ABNT/CEE-103 to analyze the 
results of the National Consultation on the Draft Revisions 
for ABNT NBR 14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 was held on 
Feb/26/2021, with 27 members participating. All the 

The document for procedures -- PI_DT_00.00.07 – 
indicates that voting is not used, and also that a 
mechanism is established for quorum.  

 

Procedures – yes 

 

Process The process documents indicate that the procedures 
were followed accordingly and there was no 
opposition. 

Process -- yes 
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requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

comments received were analyzed and the 
deliberations/alterations were agreed upon via consensus 
by the Commission.  

Evidence IN:  

2_Revision process folder: 

3_ Review of Feedback folder 

Annex F -- Ata_Especial_2021-02-26 

6.4.7 When there is 
sustained opposition to 
a substantial issue, the 
issue shall be resolved 
using the following 
methods:  

(a) finding a 
compromise through 
discussion and 
negotiation on the 
disputed issue within 
the working group,  

(b) finding a 
compromise through 
direct negotiation 
between the 
stakeholder(s) making 
the objection and other 
stakeholders with 
different views on the 
disputed issue,  

(c) additional round(s) 
of public consultation (if 
necessary) where 
further stakeholder input 
can help to achieve 

Procedures 

 

 The references provided at PI_DT_00.00.07 indicate 
that all deliberations are taken by consensus.  

ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 as a normative 
document, which states on the definition of consensus 
at 2.5.6: (see above) 

Yes 

 

 There does not appear to have been a sustained 
opposition from the process documents. 

Y 
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Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

consensus on 
unresolved issues. The 
standardising body 
determines the scope 
and duration of any 
additional public 
consultation.  

6.4.8 When a 
substantial issue cannot 
be resolved and 
sustained opposition 
persists, the 
standardising body shall 
initiate dispute 
resolution in 
accordance with its 
procedures for impartial 
and objective action. 

Procedures  

 

The references provided at PI_DT_00.00.07 indicate 
that all deliberations are taken by consensus.  

ABNT uses ISO Directives Part 1 as a normative 
document, which states on the definition of consensus 
at 2.5.6: (see above) 

Y 

Process There does not appear to have been a sustained 
opposition from the process documents. 

Y 

6.5.1 The standardizing 
body shall organize 
public consultation on 
the enquiry draft and 
shall ensure that: (a) the 
start and the end dates 
of public consultation 
are announced in a 
timely manner through 
suitable media,  

NOTE In a timely 
manner means (at the 
latest) the day before 
the start of public 
consultation. 

Procedures The National Consultations are announced on the ABNT 
website : https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/ 

ABNT – Code - PI/DT 00.00.00.11 - Study Commission- 
Identification of stakeholders, as described in this 
document, defines the requirements for transparent 
mapping, defining, and inviting stakeholders. 

ABNT Code PI/DT 00.00.07 states: 

4.9 Stakeholders shall be classified according to PI/DT 
00.00.11, considering balanced representation between 
parties that may be disadvantaged, considering difficulties 
in their participation and contribution to the process of 
drafting the ABNT Technical Document. 

ABNT code PI/DT 00.00.02 states:  

Procedures: The procedure document PI/DT 00.00.07 
contains requirements for a public (national) 
consultation. The requirements do not state that the 
announcement should be made in suitable media.  

SG 07 7.5 also includes requirements that meet the 
PEFC standard. 

 

Procedures – No 

Minor NC 

Process The consultation for both standards commenced on 
17 November with a completion date of January 17 
2021.; an announcement was made on December 7, 
2020. 

 

Process – no 

Minor NC 

https://www.abntonline.com.br/consultanacional/
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requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

(b) a direct invitation to 
comment on the enquiry 
draft is sent to each 
stakeholder identified by 
stakeholder 
identification mapping 
(refer to 6.2) aiming for 
a balanced participation 
of stakeholder groups,  

Procedures 7.3 Submission for National Consultation  

7.3.1 All Draft Standards, including Drafts to Adopt 
International Standards, Draft Standard Revisions, and 
Draft Amendments, shall be subjected to National 
Consultation for public evaluation.  

7.3.2 When a Draft Standard is provided for National 
Consultation, a notification should be sent automatically to 
the email addresses registered on the National 
Consultation site. 

7.3.3 The deadline for National Consultation on Draft 
Standards is 60 days… 

7.3.4 The SC that wrote the draft may request the deadline 
for National Consultation to be extended to a maximum of 
90 days, if the justification is approved by ABNT/DT/GPR.  

7.3.5 After the deadline for National Consultation, the 
Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS shall 
obtain the respective reports on the National Consultation 

7.4 Review of National Consultation 7 

7.4.1 Review of National Consultation consists of 
evaluating the results of the consultation during the period 
that the Draft Standard was publicly available. 

7.4.2 The Secretary of ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or 
ABNT/ONS shall arrange the Special Meeting on National 
Consultation Review, according to PI/DT 00.00.07, when: 
A) the Draft Standard receives recommendations, with 
technical objections attached; b) the Draft Standard 
receives approval recommendations with observations 
related to form but that are technical in nature. 

… 

Procedures: The procedure document PI/DT 00.00.02 
states that invitations should be sent to email 
addresses on the National Consultation site.  

Procedures -- yes 

Process Process: A partial record of emails being sent has 
been provided, with a record of feedback being 
received. However, the email record does not align 
with the list of stakeholders provided.  

Process – no 

Minor N/C 

(c) invitations are sent 
to disadvantaged and 
key stakeholders by 
methods that ensure 
they reach recipients 
and are easy to 
understand,  

Procedures There is no stipulation that any disadvantaged 
stakeholders will be reached via methods applicable 
to them. .  

Procedures – no  

Process It also appears that email is the only form of contact 
used by default.  

Process – no  

(d) the enquiry draft is 
made publicly available,  

 

Procedures The requirements states at 7.3.1 that the draft 
standard is available for public consultation.  

Procedures – yes 

Process The draft standard was made available via ABNT 
Livelink 

Process – yes 

 

(e) public consultation is 
for at least 60 days,  

 

Procedures The requirements at 7.3.3 state that the public 
consultation last for at least 60 days.  

Procedures – yes 

Process The public consultation lasted for 60 days.  Process -- yes 

 

(f) all feedback is 
considered by the 
working group in an 
objective manner, and  

 

Procedures Requirements for feedback to be considered are 
stipulated at 7.4.2, 7.4.5 and 7.4.6.  

Procedures -- yes 

Process The documentation at Ata_Especial_2021-02-26.pdf 
provides a record of the consideration of the feedback 
accordingly.  

Process -- yes 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

 

(g) a synopsis of 
feedback is compiled for 
each material issue, 
including the outcome 
of considering the issue. 
The synopsis is made 
publicly available (e.g. 
on a website) and is 
sent to each 
stakeholder/party that 
gave feedback. 

 

NOTE For clarity the 
standardising body’s 
synopsis may 
aggregate responses on 
material issues where 
there was similar 
feedback from different 
stakeholders. However, 
best practice would be 
to publish each piece of 
original feedback and 
the response, to allow 
each stakeholder to 
identify its own 
feedback. 

Procedures 7.4.5 When Review of National Consultation is complete, a 
maximum of 90 days shall be allotted for the Secretary of 
ABNT/CB, ABNT/CEE, or ABNT/ONS to forward the Draft 
Standard to ABNT/DT/GPR for measures required for 
approval and publication as an ABNT Technical Document, 
with the relevant documentation described in 7.5.1.2 and  

7.5.2.3. If the documentation is not sent within this period, 
the Draft Standard may be subjected to a new National 
Consultation.  

7.4.6 The Tabulation Sheet shall present the results from 
analyzing the suggestions. All the alterations required in the 
Approved Draft Standard (from the suggestions that were 
"accepted" or "partially accepted") should be included in the 
Analysis Results in the Tabulation Sheet (see C.4). 

…. 

7.5.1.2 ABNT/DT/GPR shall forward to ABNT/DT/GEA the 
documentation relevant to the Approved Draft Standard for 
publication, as follows: A) National Consultation Report; b) 
Tabulation Sheet, if applicable, verifying that it has been 
filled out correctly; c) Result of the review of the Tabulation 
Sheet, containing the editorial changes accepted, if 
applicable. 

If the Draft Standard receives technical comments or 
objections during the National Consultation that result in 
technical changes to the Draft, it shall again be made 
available in National Consultation (PI/DT 00.00.02, 7.4). 

Process: 

IN Revision Process Folder:  

1_Stakeholder mapping for invited stakeholders 

IN Revision process folder: 

2_Minutes and attendance list folder 

The procedures at 7.5.1.2 indicates that a synopsis 
“Tabulation Sheet” is made publicly available as part 
of the standard.  

Procedures -- yes 

Process All feedback has been tabulated and made publicly 
available via the ABNT Livelink platform. The 
documentation is at 6. public consultation\Feedback 
on public consultation. .  

Process -- yes 
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Minutes of meetings 

IN Revision process folder: 

3_ Review of feedback folder 

Tabulation (record of feedback received and forwarded) 
files 

6.5.2 For new standards 
the standardising body 
shall organise a second 
round of public 
consultation lasting at 
least 30 days. 

Procedures ABNT code PI/DT 00.00.02 states: 

7.3.4 The SC that wrote the draft may request the deadline 
for National Consultation to be extended to a maximum of 
90 days, if the justification is approved by ABNT/DT/GPR. 

... 

7.4.7 The SC shall develop a 2nd (or later) Draft Standard 
when technical modifications are necessary in the Draft 
Standard under review due to the technical suggestions 
from the National Consultation or relevant developments in 
the interim such as new legislation, modifications to the 
International Standard on the subject, and proven 
technological aspects. 7.4.8 Once drafted, the 2nd (or later) 
Draft Standard shall circulate again for National 
Consultation 

Process: Revision of Standards 14789 and 15789 has not 
been linked to new standards, and the comments received 
during the National Consultation were addressed 
appropriately, with no major conflicts or objections. For this 
reason, a second public consultation was deemed 
unnecessary. 

Procedures: The requirements at PI/DT 00.00.02  
7.3.3 state that “The deadline for National 
Consultation on Draft Standards is 60 days” and at 
7.4.8 that this will be circulated again for National 
Consultation following the same procedures.  

Procedures – Yes 

Process N/A Process – N/A 

6.6 The standardising 
body shall organise pilot 
testing of new 
standard(s) to assess 
the clarity, auditability 
and feasibility of the 
requirements. The 

Procedures If necessary, ABNT organizes pilot testing, in accordance 
with the determination of the Study Commission. 

 

Procedures – there is no requirement for pilot testing.  

SG 07 states: 7.6 Pilot testing 7.6.1 When applicable, 
IPMF in support of ABNT shall organize pilot testing 
of new standard(s) to assess the clarity, auditability 
and feasibility of the requirements. As a result of the 
pilot tests, appropriate actions will be taken to 
incorporate recommendations and improvements 

Procedures – Y  



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 207 

 

 

PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

working group shall 
consider the outcome of 
pilot testing.  

 

NOTE Pilot testing is 
not required for revision 
of an existing standard 
when experience from 
its usage can substitute 
for pilot testing. 

giving rise to the draft that will be submitted to the 
public consultation process. Information on the results 
of the pilot tests and the implementation of the 
changes will be available for public consultation. Note: 
Pilot testing is not required for revision of an existing 
standard when experience from its usage can 
substitute for pilot testing 

Process Process: Revised standard. Pilot testing does not 
apply. 

Process – N/A 

7.1 The standardising 
body shall approve the 
standard(s)/normative 
document(s) formally 
when there is evidence 
of consensus among 
the working group. 

Procedures ABNT code PI/DT 00.00.07 states that the document is only 
approved once there is no further feedback from the 
National Consultation and the National Consultation Review 
meeting (7.5); the standard then moves to 8. Approval and 
Publication.  

8 Approval and publication 

8.1 ABNT/DT/GEA must make changes to the Approved 
Standard Project, when requested, adapting to the layout of 
the Standard, and publishing it as an ABNT Technical 
Document, updating the ABNT Database, which is used by 
the various ABNT systems. 

8.2 ABNT Technical Documents are valid immediately after 
their publication. 

 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

 

Process Process: 

The special meeting of ABNT/CEE-103 to analyze the 
results of the National Consultation on the Draft Revisions 
for ABNT NBR 14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 was held on 
Feb/26/2021, with 27 members participating. All the 
comments received were analyzed and the 
deliberations/alterations were agreed upon via consensus 
by the Commission. After the review, the Committee 

 Y 
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Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

approved the ABNT NBR 14789 and ABNT NBR 15789 
Draft Revisions for approval and publication as Brazilian 
standards, since they determined that no technical changes 
were made in the aforementioned Draft Revisions, only 
improvements to the texts that made them clearer and less 
subject to misinterpretation. ABNT NBR 14789:2021 and 
ABNT NBR 15789:2021 were published on Mar/29/2021.   

Evidence IN:  

2_Revision process folder: 

3_ Review of Feedback folder 

Annex F -- Ata_Especial_2021-02-26 

7.2.1 The formally 
approved 
standard(s)/normative 
document(s) shall be 
published and made 
publicly available at no 
cost within 14 days of 
approval, or as 
otherwise defined by 
the standardising body. 

Procedures  This is descrbied at Procedure: PI DT 000010 Flow 
Section 4.6 Publication of ABNT Technical Document 
and Annex A - Steps. Publication 12 days after 
validation. 

Y 

Process Documents are available at 
https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br at a cost of 
approximately EUR31.  

Y  

7.2.2 Standard(s) shall 
include (a) identification 
and contact information 
for the standardising 
body, 

Procedures The ABNT documents are entirely standardized, with the 
ABNT logo on the cover, and contact data with ABNT's 
address, telephone, and email on the back cover; the 
official documents are in Portuguese. 

Process:  

3_Approved standards folder 

Approved standards: ABNT site: 
https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br/ 

 

Specifications for ABNT documents are at /PI-DT-
00.00.08 and in ABNT Directiva Part 2; this addresses 
on all standards on p(ii) of the documentation.  

Y 

Process The address appears on p(ii) of the standard. Y 

(b) official language of 
the standard, 

Procedures There is no documentary reference for this 
requirement. 

Procedures – no 

Minor NC 

Process The documentation provided appears to be an 
unpublished English translation, and the original 
documentation has not been provided, except for a 

Process – no 

Minor NC 

https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br/
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basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

screenshot of the front cover; the full documentation 
(in Portuguese) needs to be provided. 

(c) a note that when 
there is inconsistency 
between versions, the 
English version of the 
standard as endorsed 
by the PEFC Council is 
the reference. 

Procedures Since ABNT is the standard-setting body for national 
standards in Brazil and its standards can be used by more 
than one scheme, this information is not included in the 
document and is available on the PEFC Brazil website:  

Process: PEFC Brazil: www.pefcbr.org 

Specifications for ABNT documents are at /PI-DT-
00.00.08; this includes requirements for the approval 
date on the cover of any standard. 

Minor NC 

Process The pefcbr.org domain name does not work Minor NC 

(d) The approval date 
and the date of next 
periodic review 

 

NOTE The date of next 
periodic review may be 
within a shorter period 
than five years based 
on (for example) 
stakeholder 
expectations or other 
foreseen developments. 

Procedures Since ABNT is the standard-setting body for national 
standards in Brazil and its standards can be used by more 
than one scheme, this information is not included in the 
document, and the relevant dates for the documents are 
available on the PEFC Brazil website:  

Process: PEFC Brazil: www.pefcbr.org 

Specifications for ABNT documents are at /PI-DT-
00.00.08; this includes requirements for the approval 
date on the cover of any standard, but not the next 
review date.  

Minor NC 

Process The pefcbr.org domain name does not work Minor NC  

7.2.3 Printed copies 
shall be made available 
upon request at a price 
that covers no more 
than administrative 
costs (if any) 

Procedures  SG 07 states that 8.2.4 Printed copies shall be made 
available upon request at a price that covers no more 
than administrative cost. 

Y 

Process  Y 

7.2.4 The standardising 
body shall make the 
development report 
(refer to PEFC GD 
1007) publicly available 

Procedures The report will be made available on the PEFC Brazil site.  

Process: PEFC Brazil: www.pefcbr.org 

SG 07 states: 8.2.5 IPMF shall make the development 
report (refer to PEFC GD 1007) publicly available..  

Y 

Process The pefcbr.org site does not work.  N 

http://www.pefcbr.org/
http://www.pefcbr.org/
http://www.pefcbr.org/
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

8.1 The 
standard(s)/normative 
document(s) shall be 
reviewed at intervals 
that do not exceed a 
five-year period. The 
review shall be based 
on consideration of 
feedback received 
during the standard’s 
implementation and a 
gap analysis. If 
necessary, a 
stakeholder consultation 
shall be organised to 
obtain further feedback 
and input. 

Procedures SG 07 states:  

9.1 General 

9.1.1 The standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be 
reviewed at intervals that do not exceed a five-year period. 

9.1.2 The review shall be based on consideration of 
feedback received during the standard’s implementation 
and a gap analysis. If necessary, a stakeholder consultation 
shall be organized to obtain further feedback and input. 

Note: ABNT follows ISO international practices, which are 
contained in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1, Clause 2.9 that 
specifies for International Standard a maximum elapsed 
time before the systematic review of 5 years. 

9.2.2 All feedback received through all channels, 
including meetings, training courses, etc. shall be recorded 
and considered. 

9.2.3 Any interested party may request ABNT to revise 
an ABNT Technical Document, if it is technically 
substantiated, with the author Study Comission being 
responsible for judging and deciding: 

a) by issuing a Draft Amendment, with the 
modifications it deems necessary; or 

b) by revising the ABNT Technical Document. 

ABNT follows ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1, Clause 2.9 as 
previous mentioned. 

 

Process: ABNT provided a gap analysis of the 
standards.Feedback can be sent in various formats: 
comments, requests for clarification and/or interpretation, 
complaints, etc. 

There is a procedural reference that states that five-
year period must be observed.  

The references provided at PI/DT 00.00.02, item 10 
do not describe the review process but a gap analysis 
is implied.  

Y 

 

Process A review process has taken place under the ABNT 
NBR review documents, “Review projects”; additional 
documentation on the documentation is at 
1.Additional\Gap analysis. 

Y 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

ABNT   PI/DT 00.00.10 Flow: states that demand of a 
revision can be based on stakeholders comments. 

The study comission members had access to the revision 
process of previous standards ABNT NBR 15789:2013 and 
14789:2012 through the ABNT CEE-103 platform. 

8.2.1 The standardising 
body shall establish and 
maintain a permanent 
mechanism for 
collecting and recording 
feedback on a standard. 
This mechanism shall 
be accessible on the 
website of the 
standardising body 
and/or PEFC National 
Governing Body with 
clear directions for 
providing feedback.  

 

NOTE Feedback can be 
sent in various formats: 
comments, requests for 
clarification and/or 
interpretation, 
complaints, etc. 

Procedures PI/DT 00.00.02 10.2 Any stakeholder/interested party may 
ask ABNT to review an ABNT Technical Document, 
provided that it is technically justified, and the authoring SC 
shall judge and decide:  

a) to issue a Draft Amendment with the modifications it 
deems necessary; or  

b) to revise the ABNT Technical Document.  

The ABNT website has permanent communication 
channels open to the public: 

 Address, phone numbers and form for submission are 
available on the ABNT website: 
http://www.abnt.org.br/atendimento 

All working groups have login and access to ABNT 
LiveLink, an internal SharePoint. 

The cover of ABNT's normative documents feature its 
various contacts. 

Complaint channel: 
http://www.abnt.org.br/institucional/canal-de-denuncia 

SG 07 9.2.2 All feedback received through all channels, 
including meetings, training courses, etc. shall be recorded 
and considered.  

9.2.3 Any interested party may request ABNT to revise an 
ABNT Technical Document, if it is technically substantiated, 
with the author Study Comission being responsible for 
judging and deciding: a) by issuing a Draft Amendment, 

The requirements at 10.2 establish a request for 
reviews, which can be considered a feedback 
mechanism 

Y 

Process The ABNT website has a feedback channel; the 
LiveLink channel is only open to working groups, not 
to the public or to other users of the system. The 
pefcbr.org site does not work.  

Y 

8.2.2 All feedback 
received through all 
channels, including 
meetings, training 
courses, etc. shall be 
recorded and 
considered. 

Procedures The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

Process  Y 

http://www.abnt.org.br/atendimento
http://www.abnt.org.br/institucional/canal-de-denuncia
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

with the modifications it deems necessary; or b) by revising 
the ABNT Technical Document.   

 

8.3.1 At the start of a 
review, the 
standardising body shall 
evaluate the standard 
against appropriate 
PEFC International 
Standards, national 
laws and regulations, 
and other relevant 
standards to identify 
potential gaps in the 
standard. 

Procedures In ABNT Code PI/DT 00.00.02, item 10:  10 Revision of 
ABNT Technical Documents. 

10.1 Revision of an ABNT Technical Document should be 
done to:  

a) comply with legal requirements.  

b) meet the needs of technological updating.  

c) be compatible with an International Standard.  

 

Process: review project of both standards 14789 and 15789 
confirm that the Project revision is based on the PEFC SR 
1003:2018. 

Evidence IN: 

2_Revision process folder 

4_Review projects folder 

First page of both files. 

SG 07 9.3 Gap analysis 9.3.1 At the start of a review, 
the ABNT Study Comission and, when applicable, its 
working group shall evaluate the standard against 
appropriate PEFC International standards, national 
laws and regulations, and other relevant standards to 
identify potential gaps in the standard. 9.3.2 ABNT 
shall consider the latest scientific knowledge, 
research and relevant emerging issues. 9.4 
Stakeholder consultation. . 

Y 

Process The evaluation has taken place at the “Review 
Projects”. 

Y 

8.3.2 The standardising 
body shall consider the 
latest scientific 
knowledge, research 
and relevant emerging 
issues. 

Procedures ABNT code IP_DT_00.00.11: 

5. Defining Stakeholders 

5.2.1 For products 

f) technical organizations such as laboratories, research 
institutes, and 

5.2.2 For services: 

g) technical organizations such as research institutes, and 
academia. 

See also: SG 07 9.3 Gap analysis 9.3.1 At the start of 
a review, the ABNT Study Comission and, when 
applicable, its working group shall evaluate the 
standard against appropriate PEFC International 
standards, national laws and regulations, and other 
relevant standards to identify potential gaps in the 
standard. 9.3.2 ABNT shall consider the latest 
scientific knowledge, research and relevant emerging 
issues.  

Y  

Process Process: the list of stakeholders considered actors 
from the scientific community, including EMBRAPA, 

Y 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

 which is the most widely recognized governmental 
organization linked to forest-related topics in Brazil, 
and IPT – the Institute for Technological Research. 
Names: Sergio Ahrens, Evaldo Munoz Braz, Sergio 
Brazolin (Embrapa and IPT) 

 Evidence IN: 

2_Revision process folder 

1_Stakeholder mapping folder 

Excel list 

8.4.1 Where the 
feedback and the gap 
analysis do not identify 
a need to revise the 
standard, the 
standardising body shall 
organise stakeholder 
consultation to 
determine whether 
stakeholders see a 
need for revising the 
standard. The 
standardising body shall 
include the gap analysis 
in the stakeholder 
consultation. 

Procedures  See also SG 07: 9.4.1 Where the feedback and the 
gap analysis do not identify a need to revise the 
standard, the ABNT shall organize stakeholder 
consultation to determine whether stakeholders see a 
need for revising the standard. The ABNT shall 
include the gap analysis in the stakeholder 
consultation  

Y 

Process N/A N/A 

8.4.2 At the start of a 
review, the 
standardising body shall 
update the stakeholder 
identification mapping 
(refer to clause 6.2). 

Procedures ABNT code IP_DT_00.00.11: 

4. Identifying Stakeholders 

 4.1 Stakeholders vary according to the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document to be drafted by the SC and should be 
identified in the proposition of each New Work Item (NIT).  

4.2 To identify the Stakeholders in the composition of a SC 
or ABNT/CEE to develop an ABNT Technical Document, 

See also: 9.4.2 At the start of a review, IPMF and 
ABNT shall update the stakeholder identification 
mapping. 

Y 

Process The stakeholder mapping appears to have been 
updated; however, there is no indication that the 
process took place. 

N – Minor NC 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 214 

 

 

PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

the Secretary of ABNT/CB or ABNT/ONS and the Planning 
& Projects Department (ABNT/DT/GPP) should conduct a 
study of potential Stakeholders within the scope of the 
document that will be developed.  

4.3 For the study to identify the main parties that may be 
interested in or affected by the scope of the ABNT 
Technical Document, the following information shall be 
obtained:  

a) what is the interest and what is the motivation of this 
interest.  

b) what is expected of the ABNT Technical Document.  

c) how the ABNT Technical Document may affect them, 
positively or negatively.  

d) how the ABNT Technical Document can contribute to 
their experience and knowledge.  

e) what is the authority and degree of interference in the 
topics that are the subject of the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

Process: IN: 2_Revision process Folder: 1.Stakeholder 
mapping  

8.4.3 The standardizing 
body shall organize 

(a) a public consultation 
period of at least 30 
days (following the 
requirements of clause 
6.5.1) and/or,  

Procedures PI_DT_00.00.02 requires that the revision process follow 
the same processes of a standard development (see 
10.2.2) as a New Work Item (NIT), including draft text, 
approval by the WG, consultation, and approval, as defined 
above.  

 

The reference provided meets the PEFC 
requirements and requires a 60 day consultation 
period.  

Y 

Process The process documents indicate that stakeholder 
meetings and a public consultation took place as part 
of the revision process. These are clearly recorded in 
the Process folder.  

Y 

(b) stakeholder 
meetings.  

Procedures As above Y 

Process As above Y 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

8.4.4 The standardising 
body shall announce 
the review in a timely 
manner (refer to 6.3). 

Procedures The reference at 7.3.2 for the public consultation does 
not indicate a “timely manner” requirement for the 
announcement; a reference should be provided.  

Y 

Process Dates for the announcement of the public consultation 
should be provided.  

Y 

8.5.1 Based on the 
feedback received 
during the period of a 
standard’s 
implementation, the 
outcome of the gap 
analysis and the 
consultations, the 
standardising body shall 
decide whether to 
reaffirm the standard or 
whether a revision of 
the standard is 
necessary. 

Procedures This is stipulated at PI/DT 00.00.02 “10.2.1.3 If the EC 
decides to issue an Amendment Project, it must 
prepare the Base Text of the Amendment, limiting 
itself to the exact indication of what should be 
changed in the original text, following the elaboration 
process described in Sections 5 to 8.” 

Y 

Process N/A   

8.5.2 The decision shall 
be made at the highest 
decision-making level of 
the standardising body 

Procedures PI/DT 00.00.02 states that “10.1 The revision of an ABNT 
Technical Document must be done for: 

a) comply with legal requirements; 

b) meet the needs for technological updating; 

c) be compatible with the International Standard.” 

The revision takes place automatically and the the 
CEE level;  

Y 

Process The decision to revise the standard was taken at the 
CEE level; see above.  

Y 

8.5.3 Where the 
decision is to reaffirm a 
standard, the 
standardising body shall 
provide a justification for 
the decision and make 
the justification publicly 
available. 

Procedures  All ABNT/CEE documentation and decisionmaking is 
recorded on the ABNT LiveLink platform.   

Y 

Process NA N/A 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

8.5.4 Where the 
decision is to revise the 
standard, the 
standardising body shall 
specify the type of 
revision (normal or 
editorial revision). 

Procedures  

PI/DT 00.00.029.1 When spelling, typographical and 
editorial errors are found in a published ABNT 
Technical Document, an Errata can be issued, 
identifying the corrections to be made. 

9.2 The request for the issuance of Errata must be 
sent to ABNT/DT/GPR and the numbering must be 
sequential for the same year as the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

9.3 After analyzing the validity of the request, it must 
be communicated to the Secretariat of ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS and to ABNT/DT/GEA, for 
the issuance of the Errata, updating the ABNT 
Database, which is used by the various ABNT 
systems. 

 

All ABNT/CEE documentation and decisionmaking is 
recorded on the ABNT LiveLink platform 

Y 

Process The justification isprovided in the document Ata 1ª 
Reunião_2019-01-31 

 

Y 

9.1 Procedures for 
revision of 
standard(s)/normative 
document(s) shall 
conform to those stated 
in section 6.  

A normal revision can 
occur at the periodic 
review, or between 
periodic reviews, but 
does not include 

Procedures This is stipulated at PI/DT 00.00.02 “10.2.1.3 If the EC 
decides to issue an Amendment Project, it must prepare 
the Base Text of the Amendment, limiting itself to the exact 
indication of what should be changed in the original text, 
following the elaboration process described in Sections 5 to 
8.” 

 

According to PI/DT 00.00.02, item 9, when spelling, 
typographical, editorial, or grammatical errors are found in a 

This conforms with the requirements.  Y 

Process N/A Process – N/A 
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

editorial revisions and 
time-critical revisions. 

published ABNT Technical Document, Errata can be 
issued, identifying the corrections to be made. 

 9.2 Editorial revisions 
can be made without 
triggering the normal 
revision process. The 
standardising body shall 
approve the editorial 
changes formally and 
publish an amendment 
or a new edition of the 
standard. 

Procedures PI/DT 00.00.029.1 When spelling, typographical and 
editorial errors are found in a published ABNT 
Technical Document, an Errata can be issued, 
identifying the corrections to be made. 

9.2 The request for the issuance of Errata must be 
sent to ABNT/DT/GPR and the numbering must be 
sequential for the same year as the ABNT Technical 
Document. 

9.3 After analyzing the validity of the request, it must 
be communicated to the Secretariat of ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS and to ABNT/DT/GEA, for 
the issuance of the Errata, updating the ABNT 
Database, which is used by the various ABNT 
systems. 

9.4 The text of the Errata must be limited to precisely 
indicating the errors to be corrected, without the need 
for submission to the National Consultation. 

 

Y 

Process N/A Process – N/A 

9.3.1 A time-critical 
revision is a revision 
between two periodic 
reviews using a fast-
track process. 

Procedures 10.2.1 Amendment 

10.2.1.1 The Amendment is issued to change part of the 
ABNT Technical Document, as a result material fact that 
occurred after its publication and that, according to the 
author EC's criteria, does not justify its total revision. 

10.2.1.2 The request for the issuance of an Amendment 
must be registered with the Secretariat of ABNT/CB, 
ABNT/CEE or ABNT/ONS, and the numbering must be 
sequential by year of the Amendment. 

This can be interpreted as a time-critical revision Y 

Process  N/A 

(a) Change in national 
laws and regulations 
affecting compliance 
with PEFC International 
requirements  

Procedures This can be interpreted as “as a result of material fact 
that occurred after its publication.” 

 

Process   
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

 10.2.1.3 If the EC decides to issue an Amendment Project, 
it must prepare the Base Text of the Amendment, limiting 
itself to the exact indication of what should be changed in 
the original text, following the elaboration process 
described in Sections 5 to 8. 

10.2.1.4 The Amendment is published in the same format 
as the ABNT Technical Document to be amended, updating 
the ABNT Database, which is used by the various ABNT 
systems. 

(b) Instruction by PEFC 
International to comply 
with specific or new 
PEFC requirements 
within a timescale that 
is too short for a normal 
revision.  

Procedures This can be interpreted as “as a result of material fact 
that occurred after its publication.” 

Y 

Process  N/A 

(a) The standardising 
body shall draft the 
revised standard,  

Procedures The procedure for drafting is the same for all other 
revision and drafting processes.  

Y 

Process  N/A 

(b) The standardising 
body may consult 
stakeholders, but it is 
not mandatory,  

Procedures The procedure for drafting is the same for all other 
revision and drafting processes. 

Y 

Process  N/A 

(c) The revised 
standard shall be 
approved formally at the 
highest appropriate 
decision-making level of 
the standardising body,  

Procedures The procedure for drafting is the same for all other 
revision and drafting processes. 

Y 

Process  N/A 

(d) The standardising 
body shall explain the 
justification for the 
urgent change(s) and 
make the justification 
publicly available.  

Procedures The procedure for drafting is the same for all other 
revision and drafting processes. 

Y 

Process  N/A 

9.4.1 A revision shall 
define the application 
date and transition 
period of the revised 

Procedures The transition period is defined in the PEFC Brazil 
procedure: SG 02.01 Requirements for CB auditing forest 
management and chain of custody: 

 Yes 

Process   
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PEFC benchmark 
requirement 

Assess. 
basis* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Additional references / comment Decision 

standard(s)/normative 
document(s). 

11. Transition Period 

a) If there are any revisions or significant changes to the 
standard upon which certification was issued, PEFC Brazil 
shall establish a new deadline for compliance with the new 
requirements. 

b) This transition period shall not exceed one year except in 
justified and exceptional circumstances, in which case 
implementation of the new version of the standard requires 
a longer period. 

9.4.2 An application 
date shall not be more 
than one year after the 
publication of the 
standard. This allows 
time for endorsement of 
the revised 
standard(s)/normative 
document(s), 
introduction of 
change(s), information 
dissemination and 
training. 

Procedures The reference provided meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

Process   

9.4.3 The transition 
period shall not exceed 
one year. The 
standardising body may 
determine a longer 
period when justified by 
exceptional 
circumstances. 

Procedures The reference provided meets the PEFC 
requirements 

Y 

Process The exceptional circumstances for PEFC Brasil are 
the transition of the NGB from CERFLOR to the newly 
formed PEFC Brasil / IPMF 

Y 
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PART II: STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST FOR GROUP FOREST MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION (PEFC ST 1002:2018) 
 

PEFC benchmark requirement YE
S / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Notes Decisio
n 

4. Context of the group organisation   

4.1 Understanding the group organisation and its context 

The standard shall define how relevant external and internal issues of the group organisation shall be determined. 
A general framework for the group organisation shall be determined: 

  

a) regional groups: group of forest 
owners/managers defined by regional borders 
and 

YE
S 

SG 05.01 Requirements For Group Certification 

6. Context of the group organization 

6.1. Group certification requires that stakeholders be 
grouped and shall be administered by a legal entity 
(company, association, or person). 

The standard requires that the groups be 
“administered by a legal entity (company, 
association, or person).” 

Y 

b) other groups and/or YE
S 

c) whether there are any other specific 
circumstances which influence the 
implementation of the group management 
system. 

YE
S 

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders   

4.2.1 The standard requires that the group organisation shall identify:   

a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant for 
the group management system and 

YE
S 

6. Context of the group organization 

6.2. The group organization shall identify:  

a) affected stakeholders that are relevant for the group 
management system and  

b) the relevant expectations of these affected 
stakeholders. 

The standard replicates the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) the relevant expectations of these affected 
stakeholders. 

YE
S 

The standard replicates the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YE
S / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Notes Decisio
n 

4.3 Determining the scope of the group management system   

4.3.1 The standard shall provide definitions relating to the following terms, which are in conformity with the 
definitions of those terms presented in chapter 3: 

  

a) the group organisation and the elements of 
the group organisation (group entity and 
participant), 

YE
S 

5.7 Group entity 

A legal entity (for example: company, association, 
person) that represents the participants, with overall 
responsibility for ensuring the conformity of forest 
management in the certified area to the sustainable 
forest management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the forest certification system, as 
established by this document. The group entity uses a 
group management system. 

Note: The structure of the group entity should follow the 
operations, number of participants, and other basic 
conditions for the group organization. It may be 
represented by one person. 

 

5.11 Group organization 

A group of participants represented by the group entity 
for the purposes of implementing the sustainable forest 
management standard and its certification. A written 
agreement shall be established between a participant 
and the group entity. The term "group organization" is 
equivalent to the term "regional organization" if the 
group is defined by regional boundaries or other terms 
chosen by the relevant forest certification scheme and 
complying with the content of this definition. 

 

5.14 Participant 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YE
S / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Notes Decisio
n 

A forest owner/manager covered by the group forest 
certificate, who has the ability to implement the 
requirements of this sustainable forest management 
standard in a certified area. 

Note: The term “ability to implement the requirements 
of the sustainable forest management standard” 
requires the entity to have a long-term legal right, 
tenure right, or traditional or customary tenure rights to 
manage the forest, and would disqualify one-off 
contractors from becoming participants in group forest 
management certification. 

Where regional or national systems allow contractors 
without long-term management rights for a specific 
forest area to participate in group forest certification, 
the system shall ensure that these contractors can only 
make PEFC claims for material originating from 
certified areas of participants or individually certified 
forest owners/managers with long-term legal or tenure 
management rights. 

b) the certified area, YE
S 

5.1 Certified area 

The forest area covered by a sustainable forest 
management system according to the certification 
standard for sustainable forest management standard 
(ABNT NBR 14789 or ABNT NBR 15789). 

Within the context of group certification, the certified 
area is the sum of the forest areas of the participants 
that are covered by the group forest certificate. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) the group certificate and  Y 

d) the document confirming participation in group 
certification. 

YE
S 

5.4 Group forest certification The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YE
S / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Notes Decisio
n 

Certification of the group organization under one group 
forest certificate.  

5.5 Group forest certificate 

A document confirming that the group organization 
complies witah the requirements of a sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the forest management system. 

4.3.2 The standard requires that for the 
establishment of the scope for the group 
management system the boundaries and 
applicability of the group management system 
shall be determined. 

YE
S 

6. Context of the group organization 

6.4 Compliance with this document and with the ABNT 
NBR 14789 or ABNT NBR 15789 standards by the 
group participants shall be centrally administered and 
subject to review by the group entity, which shall define 
the boundaries and applicability of the group 
management system.   

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

4.3.3 The standard shall define which 
requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard may be fulfilled on group 
level. 

YE
S 

6.3 All the requirements contained in this document 
and in the ABNT NBR 14789 or ABNT NBR 15789 
standards shall be observed by the group's participants 
and by the entity that represents them. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

4.3.4 The standard requires that the scope shall 
be made available as documented information. 

YE
S 

6.5 The scope shall be made available as documented 
information. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

4.4 Group management system   

4.4.1 The standard requires that all participants 
shall be subject to the internal monitoring and 
the internal audit programme. 

YE
S 

7. Group management system 

7.1 All participants shall be subject to the internal 
monitoring and internal audit programs established by 
the group. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

4.4.2 The standard requires that a certified 
PEFC chain of custody system shall be in place 

YE
S 

7.2 A certified PEFC chain of custody shall be in place 
if a group entity acts as a trader of forest-based 
material not covered by the group certificate. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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if a group entity acts as a trader of forest based 
material not covered by group certificate. 

5. Leadership   

5.1 Organisational roles, responsibilities and authorities   

5.1.1 Functions and responsibilities of the group entity 

The standard requires that the following functions and responsibilities of the group entity shall be specified: 

  

a) to implement and maintain an effective 
management system covering all participants of 
the group; 

YE
S 

8. Functions and responsibilities of the group entity  
8.1. The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
b) implementing and maintaining an effective 
management system that covers all group members, 
and reports to the participants and stakeholders about 
the group certification, rights, and obligations. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) to represent the group organisation in the 
certification process, including in 
communications and relationships with the 
certification body, submission of an application 
for certification, and contractual relationship with 
the certification body; 

YE
S 

8.1. The group entity shall be responsible for: 
a) representing the group organization in the 
certification process, including in communications and 
relationships with the certification body, submission of 
an application for certification, and contractual 
relationship with the certification body. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) to establish written procedures for the 
management of the group organisation; 

YE
S 

8.1. The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
f) developing and implementing written procedures for 
managing the group organization and for the 
acceptance of new participants. These acceptance 
procedures shall cover at least the verification of the 
applicant’s information about contact details, clear 
identification of their forest property and its/their size (s) 
… 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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h) developing and implementing a written procedure for 
monitoring group participants with relation to complying 
with their obligations. 

d) to establish written procedures for the 
acceptance of new participants of the group 
organisation. These acceptance procedures 
shall cover at least the verification of the 
applicant’s information about contact details, 
clear identification of their forest property and 
its/their size(s) 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

… 

f) developing and implementing written procedures for 
managing the group organization and for the 
acceptance of new participants. These acceptance 
procedures shall cover at least the verification of the 
applicant’s information about contact details, clear 
identification of their forest property and its/their size (s) 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

e) to establish written procedures for the 
suspension and exclusion of participants who do 
not correct/close nonconformities. Group 
participants excluded from any certification 
group based on nonconformities cannot be 
accepted within 12 months after exclusion 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

… 

g) develop and implementing written procedures for 
suspension and exclusion of group participants who do 
not correct/close nonconformities. Participants 
excluded due to nonconformities cannot be accepted 
within 12 months after exclusion. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

f) to keep documented information of: 

i. the group entity and participants’ conformity 
with the requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard, and other applicable 
requirements of the forest certification system, 

ii. all participants, including their contact details, 
identification of their forest property and its/their 
size(s), 

iii. the certified area, 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
i) keeping records of: 
● the group entity and participant's conformity 
with the requirements of this document and with the 
ABNT NBR 14789 or ABNT NBR 15789 standards. 
● information about all group participants, 
including their contact details, identification of their 
forest property, and its/their size. 
● the certified area. 
● implementation of an internal monitoring 
program, its review, and any preventive and/or 
corrective actions taken. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 226 

 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement YE
S / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Notes Decisio
n 

iv. the implementation of an internal monitoring 
programme, its review and any preventive and/or 
corrective actions taken; 

● implementation of an annual internal audit 
program and its findings. 

g) to establish connections with all participants 
based on a binding written agreement which 
shall include the participants’ commitment to 
comply with the sustainable forest management 
standard. The group entity shall have a written 
contract or other written agreement with all 
participants covering the right of the group entity 
to implement and enforce any corrective or 
preventive measures, and to initiate the 
exclusion of any participant from the scope of 
certification in the event of nonconformity with 
the sustainable forest management standard; 

Note: The requirements for “participant’ 
commitment” and “written contract or other 
written agreement with all participants” may also 
be satisfied by the commitment of and written 
agreement of a pre-existing organisation or 
group or the members participation, such as a 
forest owners’/managers’ association, SFM 
programme and submission to tax programming, 
where the organisation can demonstrate that it 
has a legal mandate to represent the participants 
and where its commitment and the terms and 
conditions of the contract are enforceable. 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

… 

j) signing a written agreement with all participants 
which shall include each participant's commitment to 
comply with the forest management requirements, and 
also includes the right of the group entity to implement 
and enforce any corrective or preventive measures, 
and to initiate the exclusion of any participant from the 
scope of certification in the event of nonconformity with 
the sustainable forest management standard.  

Note: The written agreement may be part of a 
management policy of a pre-existing organization or 
group (such as in an association), where the 
organization can demonstrate that it has a legal 
mandate to represent the participants and where its 
commitment and the terms and conditions of the 
contract are enforceable. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

h) to provide all participants with a document 
confirming participation in the group forest 
certification; 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
k) providing all participants with a document confirming 
participation in the group forest certification (item 5.6). 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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i) to provide all participants with information and 
guidance required for the effective 
implementation and maintenance of the 
sustainable forest management standard and 
other applicable requirements of the forest 
certification system; 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
l) providing all participants with information and 
guidance required for the effective implementation and 
maintenance of the sustainable forest management 
standard and other applicable requirements of the 
forest certification system. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

j) to address nonconformities reported from 
group members which were identified under 
other PEFC certifications than the particular 
group certification and to ensure implementation 
with all group members; 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
m) addressing nonconformities reported from 
group members which were identified under other 
PEFC certifications than the particular group 
certification, and to ensure implementation with all 
group members. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

k) to operate an internal monitoring programme 
that provides for the evaluation of the 
participants’ conformity with the certification 
requirements; 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 
… 
p) developing a written procedure and implementing an 
internal monitoring program that provides for the 
evaluation of participants' conformity with the 
certification requirements.   

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

l) to operate an annual internal audit programme 
covering both group members and group entity; 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

… 

q) developing a written procedure and implementing an 
annual internal audit program that covers group 
participants and the group entity. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

m) to operate a management review of the group 
forest certification and acting on the results from 
the review; 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

… 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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r) conducting an annual review of the group certification 
and define actions based on the results of this review. 

n) to provide full co-operation and assistance in 
responding effectively to all requests from the 
certification body, accreditation body, PEFC 
International or the National Governing Body for 
relevant data, documentation or other 
information; allowing access to the forest area 
covered by the group organisation and other 
facilities, whether in connection with formal 
audits or reviews or otherwise related or with 
implications for the management system. 

YE
S 

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

… 

s) cooperating and providing assistance in responding 
effectively to all requests from the certifying body, the 
accreditation body (INMETRO), PEFC International or 
PEFC Brazil for relevant data, documentation, or other 
information; allowing access to the forest area covered 
by the group organization and other facilities, whether 
in connection with formal audits or reviews or otherwise 
related or with implications for the management 
system. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

5.1.2 Function and responsibilities of participants 

The standard requires that the following functions and responsibilities of the participants shall be specified: 

  

a) To provide the group entity with a binding 
written agreement, including a commitment on 
conformity with the sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the forest certification system; 
group participants excluded from any 
certification group cannot apply for group 
membership within 12 months after exclusion. 

Note: The requirement for “written agreement” 
and participants’ “commitment” is also satisfied 
by the commitment of and written agreement of 
a pre-existing organisation or group or the 
members participation, such as a forest 
owners’/managers’ association, SFM 
programme and submission to tax programming, 

YE
S 

9. Functions and responsibilities of group participants 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification 
participants 

Group participants shall: 

a) provide the group entity with a binding written 
agreement, including a commitment on conformity with 
the sustainable forest management standard and other 
applicable requirements of the forest certification 
system; group participants excluded from any 
certification group cannot apply for group membership 
within 12 months after exclusion. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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where the organisation can demonstrate that it 
has a legal mandate to represent the participants 
and where its commitment and the terms and 
conditions of the contract are enforceable. 

b) To provide the group entity with information 
about previous group participation. 

YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 

Group participants shall: 

… 

b) provide the group entity with information about 
previous group participation. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) to comply with the sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the certification system as well 
as with the requirements of the management 
system; 

YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 

Group participants shall: 

… 

c) comply with the sustainable Forest Management 
standard and other applicable requirements of PEFC 
certification. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) to provide full co-operation and assistance in 
responding effectively to all requests from the 
group entity, or certification body for relevant 
data, documentation or other information; 
allowing access to the forest and other facilities, 
whether in connection with formal audits or 
reviews or otherwise related or with implications 
for the management system; 

YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 
Group participants shall: 
… 
e) provide full co-operation and assistance in 
responding effectively to all requests from the group 
entity, or certification body for relevant data, 
documentation or other information; allowing access to 
the forest and other facilities, whether in connection 
with formal audits or reviews or otherwise related or 
with implications for the management system. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

e) to inform the group entity about 
nonconformities identified under other PEFC 

YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 
Group participants shall: 
… 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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certifications than the particular group 
certification. 

f) notify the group entity of nonconformities identified 
under other PEFC certifications than the particular 
group certification. 

f) to implement relevant corrective and 
preventive actions established by the group 
entity. 

YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 
Group participants shall: 
… 
h) commit to implementing corrective and preventive 
measures defined by the group entity, as well as 
address nonconformities identified during audits. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

5.2 Commitment and policy   

5.2.1 The standard requires that the group entity shall provide a commitment:   

a) to comply with the sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the certification system; 

YE
S 

11. Commitment and policy  

11.1 The group entity shall establish a commitment to:  

a) comply with the sustainable forest management 
standard and other applicable requirements of PEFC 
certification. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) to integrate the group certification 
requirements in the group management system; 

YE
S 

11. Commitment and policy  

11.1 The group entity shall establish a commitment to: 

… 

b) integrate the group certification requirements in the 
group management system.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) to continuously improve the group 
management system; 

YE
S 

11. Commitment and policy  

11.1 The group entity shall establish a commitment to: 

… 

c) continuously improve the group Management 
System.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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d) to continuously support the improvement of 
the sustainable management of the land/forests 
by the participants. 

YE
S 

11. Commitment and policy  

11.1 The group entity shall establish a commitment to: 

… 

d) continuously support the improvement of the 
sustainable management of the forest management 
unit (FMU) by the participants. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

5.2.2 The commitment of the group entity may 
be part of a group management policy and shall 
be publicly available as documented information 
upon request. 

YE
S 

11.2 The commitment of the group entity may be part of 
a group management policy and shall be publicly 
available as documented information upon request. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

5.2.3 The standard requires that the participants shall provide a commitment   

a) to follow the rules of the management system; YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 

Group participants shall: 

a) provide the group entity with a binding written 
agreement, including a commitment on conformity with 
the sustainable forest management standard and other 
applicable requirements of the forest certification 
system; group participants excluded from any 
certification group cannot apply for group membership 
within 12 months after exclusion. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) to implement the requirements of the 
sustainability standard in their operations in their 
area. 

YE
S 

9.2 Responsibilities of group certification participants 

Group participants shall: 

… 

c) comply with the sustainable Forest Management 
standard and other applicable requirements of PEFC 
certification 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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6. Planning   

6.1 The standard requires that if a group 
organisation plans any changes in the group 
management system, these changes shall be 
included in a group management plan. 

YE
S 

12. Planning  

12.1 If a group organization plans any changes in the 
group management system, these changes shall be 
included in a group management plan. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

6.2 The standard requires that if a group 
organisation decides to fulfil requirements of the 
sustainable forest management standard on the 
group level, these requirements shall be 
considered in a group management plan. 

YE
S 

12.2 If a group organization decides to fulfil 
requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard on the group level, these requirements shall 
be considered in a group management plan. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

7. Support   

7.1 The standard requires that resources needed 
for the establishment, implementation, 
maintenance and continual improvement of the 
group management system shall be determined 
and provided. 

YE
S 

13. Support 

13.1 The resources necessary for the establishment, 
implementation, maintenance, and continual 
improvement of the group management shall be 
determined and provided. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

7.2 The standard shall define the necessary 
competence of persons doing work in the group 
management system. 

YE
S 

13. Support 

13.2 The group entity and participants shall be 
competent for work in the group management system. 

 

8. Functions and responsibilities of the group entity  

8.1 The group entity shall be responsible for: 

a) representing the group organization in the 
certification process, including in communications and 
relationships with the certification body, submission of 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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an application for certification, and contractual 
relationship with the certification body. 

b) implementing and maintaining an effective 
management system that covers all group members, 
and reports to the participants and stakeholders about 
the group certification, rights, and obligations. 

d) ensuring that the persons involved in the group 
management system have the necessary competences 
required to carry out their responsibilities. 

l) providing all participants with information and 
guidance required for the effective implementation and 
maintenance of the sustainable forest management 
standard and other applicable requirements of the 
forest certification system. 

7.3 The standard requires that communication 
processes shall be in place to raise the 
awareness of participants concerning: 

YE
S 

13.3 A communication process shall be in place to 
raise the awareness of participants concerning: 

a) the group management policy. 

b) the requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard. 

c) their contribution to the effectiveness of the group 
management system and the sustainable forest 
management, including the benefits of improved group 
performance. 

d) the implications of not conforming with the group 
management system requirements. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

 

a) the group management policy; YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) the requirements of the sustainable forest 
management standard; 

YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) their contribution to the effectiveness of the 
group management system and the 
sustainableforest management, including the 
benefits of improved group performance; 

YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) the implications of not conforming with the 
group management system requirements. 

YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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7.4 The standard requires that the internal and external communications relevant to the group management 
system shall be determined. This includes: 

  

a) on what to communicate; YE
S 

13.4 Internal and external communications relevant to 
the group management system shall be determined in 
the group management plan. This includes:  

a) what to communicate.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) when to communicate; YE
S 

13.4 Internal and external communications relevant to 
the group management system shall be determined in 
the group management plan. This includes:  

… 

b) when to communicate. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) with whom to communicate; YE
S 

13.4 Internal and external communications relevant to 
the group management system shall be determined in 
the group management plan. This includes:  

… 

c) with whom to communicate. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) how to communicate. YE
S 

13.4 Internal and external communications relevant to 
the group management system shall be determined in 
the group management plan. This includes:  

… 

d) how to communicate 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

7.5 The standard requires that appropriate 
mechanisms shall be in place for resolving 
complaints and disputes relating to group 
management and sustainable forest 
management operations. 

YE
S 

13.5 The group shall have appropriate mechanisms in 
place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to 
group management and sustainable forest 
management operations. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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7.6 The standard requires that the documented information relevant to the group management system and the 
conformance with the requirements of the sustainable forest management standard is: 

  

a) up to date; YE
S 

13.6 The documented information relevant to the group 
management system and the conformity with the 
requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard shall be:  

a) up to date. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) available and suitable for use, where and 
when it is needed; 

YE
S 

13.6 The documented information relevant to the group 
management system and the conformity with the 
requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard shall be: 

… 

b) available and suitable for use, where and when it is 
needed.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) adequately protected against loss of 
confidentiality, improper use, or loss of integrity. 

YE
S 

13.6 The documented information relevant to the group 
management system and the conformity with the 
requirements of the sustainable forest management 
standard shall be:  

… 

c) adequately protected against loss of confidentiality, 
improper use, or loss of integrity 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

8. Operation   

8.1 The standard requires that the group organisation shall plan, implement and control processes needed:   

a) to meet the requirements of the group 
certification standard and the sustainable forest 
management standard and 

YE
S 

14. Operation  

14.1 The group organization shall plan, implement, and 
control processes needed:  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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a) to meet the requirements of the group certification 
standard and the sustainable forest management 
standard and  

 

b) to implement the actions determined in 6. YE
S 

14. Operation  

14.1 The group organization shall plan, implement, and 
control processes needed:  

… 

b) implement the actions determined in the group's 
management plan. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

8.2 The standard requires that this planning, implementing and controlling shall be done by:   

a) defining the necessary processes and 
establishing criteria for those; 

YE
S 

14.2 This planning, implementing, and controlling shall 
be done by:  

a) defining the necessary processes and establishing 
criteria for those.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) implementing control of the processes in 
accordance with the criteria; 

YE
S 

14.2 This planning, implementing, and controlling shall 
be done by: 

… 

b) implementing control of the processes in accordance 
with the criteria.   

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) keeping documented information to the extent 
necessary to have confidence that the processes 
have been carried out as planned. 

YE
S 

14.2 This planning, implementing, and controlling shall 
be done by:  

… 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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c) keeping documented information to the extent 
necessary to have confidence that the processes have 
been carried out as planned. 

9. Performance evaluation   

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation   

9.1.1 The standard requires that an ongoing internal monitoring programme provides confidence in the conformity 
of the group organisation with the sustainable forest management standard. In particular, it shall be determined: 

  

a) what shall be monitored and measured; YE
S 

15. Performance evaluation  

15.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis, and 
evaluation  

15.1.1 The ongoing internal monitoring program shall 
determine:  

a) what shall be monitored and measured.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) the methods for monitoring, measurement, 
analysis and evaluation, as applicable, to ensure 
valid results; 

YE
S 

15.1.1 The ongoing internal monitoring program shall 
determine:  

… 

b) the methods for monitoring, measurement, analysis 
and evaluation, as applicable, to ensure valid results. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) when the monitoring and measuring shall be 
performed; 

YE
S 

15.1.1 The ongoing internal monitoring program shall 
determine: 

… 

c) when the monitoring and measuring shall be 
performed 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) when the results from monitoring and 
measurement shall be analysed and evaluated; 

YE
S 

15.1.1 The ongoing internal monitoring program shall 
determine: 

… 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 238 

 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement YE
S / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

Notes Decisio
n 

d) when the results from monitoring and measurement 
shall be analyzed and evaluated. 

e) what documented information shall be 
available as evidence of the results. 

YE
S 

15.1.1 The ongoing internal monitoring program shall 
determine:  

… 

e) what documented information shall be available as 
evidence of the results. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.1.2 The standard requires that the group entity 
shall evaluate the group management 
performance and the effectiveness of the group 
management system concerning the 
implementation of the sustainable forest 
management requirements. 

YE
S 

15.1.2 The group entity shall evaluate the group 
management performance and the effectiveness of the 
group management system concerning the 
implementation of the sustainable forest management 
requirements. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.2 Internal audit   

9.2.1 Objectives   

9.2.1.1 The standard requires that an annual internal audit programme shall provide information on whether the 
group management system: 

  

a) conforms to 

i. the group organisation’s own requirements for 
its group management system; 

ii. the requirements of the national group 
certification standard; 

YE
S 

15.2 Annual internal audit program  

15.2.1 The annual internal audit program shall provide 
information on whether the group management system:  

a) conforms to   

i. the group organization's own requirements for its 
group management system.  

ii. the requirements of the group certification. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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b) ensures the implementation of the sustainable 
forest management standard on the participant 
level; 

YE
S 

15.2.1 The annual internal audit program shall provide 
information on whether the group management system:  

… 

b) ensures the implementation of the sustainable forest 
management standard on the participant level.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) is effectively implemented and maintained. YE
S 

15.2.1 The annual internal audit program shall provide 
information on whether the group management system:  

… 

c) is effectively implemented and maintained. The 
internal audit program shall cover the group entity and 
all group participants. The group entity shall be audited 
annually. The participants may be selected on a 
sample basis. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.2.1.2 The standard requires that the internal 
audit programme shall cover the group entity 
and all group participants. The group entity shall 
be audited annually. The participants may be 
selected on a sample basis. 

YE
S 

15.2.2 The internal audit program shall cover the group 
entity and all group participants. The group entity shall 
be audited annually. The participants may be selected 
on a sample basis. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.2.2 Organisation   

The standard requires an internal audit programme which shall cover at least:   

a) planning, establishing, implementing and 
maintaining an audit programme(s) including the 
frequency, methods, responsibilities, planning 
requirements and reporting, which shall take into 
consideration the importance of the processes 
concerned and the results of previous audits; 

YE
S 

15.2.3 An internal audit program shall cover, at a 
minimum:  

a) planning, establishing, implementing and maintaining 
an audit program(s) including the frequency, methods, 
responsibilities, planning requirements and reporting, 
which shall take into consideration the importance of 
the processes concerned and the results of previous 
audits. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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b) definition of the audit criteria and scope for 
each audit; 

YE
S 

15.2.3 An internal audit program shall cover, at a 
minimum:  

… 

b) definition of the audit criteria and scope for each 
audit.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) competence of internal auditor (forest 
knowledge, standard knowledge); 

YE
S 

15.2.3 An internal audit program shall cover, at a 
minimum:  

… 

c) competence of internal auditors (forest knowledge, 
standard knowledge). 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) selection of auditors and conducting of audits 
to ensure objectivity and the impartiality of the 
audit process; 

YE
S 

15.2.3 An internal audit program shall cover, at a 
minimum:  

… 

d) selection of auditors and conducting of audits to 
ensure objectivity and the impartiality of the audit 
process. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

e) ensuring that the results of the audits are 
reported to relevant group management; 

YE
S 

15.2.3 An internal audit program shall cover, at a 
minimum:  

… 

e) ensuring that the results of the audits are reported to 
relevant group management. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

f) retaining of the documented information as 
evidence of the implementation of the audit 
programme and the audit results. 

YE
S 

15.2.3 An internal audit program shall cover, at a 
minimum:  

… 

f) retaining of the documented information as evidence 
of the implementation of the audit program and the 
audit results. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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9.3 Selection of participants in the internal audit programme   

9.3.1 General   

9.3.1.1 The standard requires the establishment 
of requirements for the selection of participants 
in the internal audit programme. These 
requirements shall include the following 
procedures for: 

YE
S 

15.3 Selection of participants in the internal audit 
program 

15.3.1 The audit planning shall establish requirements 
for the selection of participants in the internal audit 
program based on the following requirements of this 
document: 

a) determination of the sample size (15.3.2);  

b) determination of sample categories (15.3.3);  

c) distribution of the sample to the categories (15.3.4);  

d) selection of the participants (15.3.5). 

  

a) determination of the sample size (9.3.2); YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) determination of sample categories(9.3.3); YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) distribution of the sample to the categories 
(9.3.4); 

YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) selection of the participants (9.3.5). YE
S 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.1.2 The standard may define additional 
requirements on the regional, national or sub-
national level. 

NO No additional requirement established. Not applicable   

9.3.1.3 The standard shall define additional 
sampling requirements in case of participation of 
pre-existing organisations or group or the 
members participation, such as a forest 
owners’/managers’ association, SFM 
programme and submission to tax programming 
which have their own members. 

NO No additional requirement established. Not applicable  

9.3.2 Determination of the sample size   
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9.3.2.1 The sample size shall be calculated for 
the participants of the group organisation. 

YE
S 

15.3.2 The sample size shall be calculated based on 
the number of participants in the group. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.2.2 The size of the sample generally should 
be the square root of the number of participants: 
(y=√x), rounded to the upper whole number. 

YE
S 

15.3.2.1 The sample size shall be the square root of 
the number of participants (y=√x), rounded up to the 
next whole number, and may be adapted taking into 
account one of the following indicators: 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.2.3 The size of the sample may be adapted by a standard taking into account one or more of the following 
indicators: 

  

a) results of a risk assessment. In this case 
deviations of sample sizes in case of low or high 
risk for individual categories shall be defined; 

YE
S 

15.3.2.1 The sample size shall be the square root of 
the number of participants (y=√x), rounded up to the 
next whole number, and may be adapted taking into 
account one of the following indicators:  

a) results of a risk assessment. In this case deviations 
of sample sizes in case of low or high risk for individual 
categories shall be defined. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) results of internal audits or previous 
certification audits; 

YE
S 

15.3.2.1 The sample size shall be the square root of 
the number of participants (y=√x), rounded up to the 
next whole number, and may be adapted taking into 
account one of the following indicators:  

… 

b) results of internal audits or previous certification 
audits. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) quality / level of confidence of the internal 
monitoring programme; 

YE
S 

15.3.2.1 The sample size shall be the square root of 
the number of participants (y=√x), rounded up to the 
next whole number, and may be adapted taking into 
account one of the following indicators:  

… 

c) quality/level of confidence of the internal monitoring 
program. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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d) use of technologies allowing the gathering of 
information concerning specified requirements; 

Note: Such technologies may be e.g. the use of 
satellite data or drones and allow compliance 
statements for specific requirements of a 
sustainability standard or support the risk based 
sampling. 

YE
S 

15.3.2.1 The sample size shall be the square root of 
the number of participants (y=√x), rounded up to the 
next whole number, and may be adapted taking into 
account one of the following indicators:  

… 

d) use of technologies that allow the gathering of 
information concerning specified requirements. 

Note: Such technologies may involve the use of 
satellite data or drones, for example, and allow 
compliance statements for specific requirements of a 
sustainability standard or support the risk-based. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

e) based on other means of gathering 
information about activities on the ground. 

Note: One way could be a survey with 
participants who provide some information about 
their activities on the ground. 

YE
S 

15.3.2.1 The sample size shall be the square root of 
the number of participants (y=√x), rounded up to the 
next whole number, and may be adapted taking into 
account one of the following indicators:  

… 

e) based on other means of gathering information 
about activities on the ground.  

Note: One way could be a survey with participants who 
provide some information about their activities on the 
ground. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.3 Determination of sample categories   

9.3.3.1 The sample categories shall be established based on the results of a risk assessment. The indicators used 
in the risk assessment shall reflect the geographical scope of the standard. The following non exhaustive list of 
indicators may be used for the risk assessment: 

  

a) ownership type (e.g. state forest, communal 
forest, private forest); 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

a) ownership type (e.g. state forest, communal forest, 
private forest).  

b) size of management units (different size 
classes); 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

b) size of management units (different size classes). 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

c) biogeographic region (e.g. lowlands, low 
mountain range, high mountain range); 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

c) biogeographic region (e.g. lowlands, low mountain 
range, high mountain range). 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) operations, processes and products of 
potential group participants; 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

d) operations, processes and products of potential 
group participants. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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e) deforestation and forest conversion; YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

e) deforestation and forest conversion.   

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

f) rotation period(s); YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

f) rotation period(s). 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

g) richness of biological diversity; YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

g) richness of biological diversity.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

h) recreation and other socio-economic functions 
of the forest; 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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h) recreation and other socio-economic functions of the 
forest. 

i) dependence of and interaction with local 
communities and indigenous people; 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

i) dependence of and interaction with local communities 
and indigenous people.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

j) available resources for administration, 
operations, training and research; 

YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

j) available resources for administration, operations, 
training and research. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

k) governance and law enforcement. YE
S 

15.3.3 The sample categories shall be established 
based on the results of a risk assessment. The 
indicators used in the risk assessment shall reflect the 
geographical scope of this document. The following 
non exhaustive list of indicators may be used for the 
risk assessment:  

… 

k) governance and law enforcement. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.3.2 Conditions which constitute risk for each 
indicator on low, medium and high level and the 

YE
S 

15.3.3.1 Conditions which constitute risk for each 
indicator at a low, medium, and high level and the 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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respective consequences for the sampling shall 
be defined. 

respective consequences for the sampling shall be 
defined. 

9.3.4 Distribution of the sample 

The sample shall be distributed to the categories 
according to the result of the risk assessment. 

YE
S 

15.3.4 The sample shall be distributed to the categories 
according to the result of the risk assessment. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.5 Selection of the participants   

9.3.5.1 At least 25% of the sample should be 
selected at random. 

YE
S 

15.3.5 At least 25% of the sample should be selected 
at random. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.3.5.2 A risk-based procedure for the selection 
of the participants shall be specified. 

YE
S 

15.3.5.1 A risk-based procedure for the selection of the 
participants shall be specified. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.4 Management review   

9.4.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include:   

a) the status of actions from previous 
management reviews; 

YE
S 

15.4 Management review 

15.4.1 An annual management review shall include, at 
a minimum:  

a) the status of actions from previous management 
reviews. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) changes in external and internal issues that 
are relevant to the group management system; 

 15.4 Management review 

15.4.1 An annual management review shall include, at 
a minimum:  

… 

b) changes in external and internal issues that are 
relevant to the group management system. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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c) the status of conformity with the sustainable 
forest management standard, that includes 
reviewing the results of the internal monitoring 
programme, the internal audit and the 
certification body’s evaluations and surveillance; 

YE
S 

15.4 Management review 

15.4.1 An annual management review shall include, at 
a minimum:  

… 

c) the status of conformity with the sustainable forest 
management standard, that includes reviewing the 
results of the internal monitoring program, the internal 
audit and the certification body’s evaluations and 
surveillance. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

d) information on the group performance, 
including trends in: 

i. nonconformities and corrective actions; 

ii. monitoring and measurement results; 

iii. audit results; 

YE
S 

15.4 Management review 

15.4.1 An annual management review shall include, at 
a minimum:  

… 

d) information on the group performance, including 
trends in:  

i. nonconformities and corrective actions.  

ii. monitoring and measuring results.  

iii. audit results. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

e) opportunities for continual improvement. YE
S 

15.4 Management review 

15.4.1 An annual management review shall include, at 
a minimum:  

… 

e) opportunities for continual improvement. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

9.4.2 The standard requires that the outputs of 
the management review shall include decisions 
related to continual improvement opportunities 

YE
S 

15.4.2 The outputs of the management review shall 
include decisions related to continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes to the group 
management system. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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and any need for changes to the group 
management system. 

9.4.3 The standard requires that the group 
organisation shall retain documented information 
as evidence of the results of management 
reviews. 

YE
S 

15.4.3 The group organization shall retain documented 
information as evidence of the results of management 
reviews. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

10. Improvement   

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action   

10.1.1 The standard requires when a nonconformity occurs, the group organisation shall:   

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: 

i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences; 

YE
S 

16.1 Nonconformity and corrective action  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the group 
organization shall:  

a) take appropriate actions to control, correct, and 
mitigate the resulting damage, as applicable. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the 
causes of the nonconformity, in order that it does 
not recur or occur elsewhere, by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or 
could potentially occur; 

YE
S 

16.1 Nonconformity and corrective action  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the group 
organization shall: 

… 

b) evaluate the identified nonconformities in order to:   

i. determine the causes.  

ii. determine if similar nonconformities exist or could 
potentially occur. 

iii. determine corrective actions to eliminate the causes 
and avoid recurrence. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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c) implement any action needed; YE
S 

16.1 Nonconformity and corrective action  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the group 
organization shall: 

… 

c) review the effectiveness of any corrective action 
taken. 

There is a minor non-conformity here; the 
standard does not state clearly that actions 
will be implemented; however this is 
implied at 16.11 (a) and at 16.11 (c) in that 
the action is determined, and then 
reviewed. However, this should be 
amended.  

N 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective 
action taken; 

YE
S 

16.1 Nonconformity and corrective action  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the group 
organization shall: 

… 

d) make changes to the group management system, if 
necessary. 

The reference here should be:  

16.1 Nonconformity and corrective action  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the 
group organization shall: 

… 

c) review the effectiveness of any 
corrective action taken. 

Y 

e) make changes to the group management 
system, if necessary. 

YE
S 

16.1 Nonconformity and corrective action  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the group 
organization shall: 

… 

e) retain documented information as evidence of 
reviews related to nonconformities and any subsequent 
actions taken. 

The reference here should be  

16.1.1 When a nonconformity occurs, the 
group organization shall: 

… 

d) make changes to the group 
management system, if necessary. 

Y 

10.1.2 The standard requires that the group organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of:   

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any 
subsequent actions taken; 

YE
S 

16.1.2 The group organization shall retain documented 
information as evidence of:  

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any 
subsequent actions taken;  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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b) the results of any corrective action. YE
S 

16.1.2 The group organization shall retain documented 
information as evidence of: 

… 

b) the results of any corrective action. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

10.1.3 The standard requires that a participant 
who was excluded from a group certification 
shall be internally audited by the group entity 
before it is allowed to re-enter the group 
certification. The internal audit shall not take 
place sooner than 12 months after the exclusion. 

YE
S 

16.1.3 A participant who was excluded from a group 
certification shall be internally audited by the group 
entity before being allowed to re-enter the group 
certification.  

The internal audit shall not take place sooner than 12 
months after the exclusion. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, 
adequacy and effectiveness of the group 
management system and the sustainable 
management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

YE
S 

16.2 Continuous Improvement  

16.2.1 The suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of 
the group management system and the sustainable 
management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements.  

Y 
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PART III: STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST FOR SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT (PEFC ST 1003:2018) 
 

NATIVE FOREST STANDARD 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

  

Context of the national standard and the organisations applying a PEFC endorsed standard   

4.1 General 

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forest management 
standards shall: 

  

a) include management and performance requirements that are 
applicable at the forest management unit level, or at another level 
as appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all requirements is 
achieved at the forest management unit level; 

Note: An example of a situation where a requirement can be 
defined as being at another level (e.g. group/regional) is 
monitoring of forest health. Through monitoring of forest health at 
regional level, and communicating of results at the FMU level, the 
objective of the requirement is met without the necessity to carry 
out the individual monitoring of each forest management unit. 

Y Introduction: In Brazil, there are two FM 
standards for forest plantations and native. 
This check list refers to the management 
of native forests. 

3.1 

The organization shall be guided by 
attitudes and actions that ensure 
compliance with federal, state, and 
municipal laws and international 
agreements, treaties, and conventions 
ratified by the country that are applicable 
to forest management, as well as 
applicable requirements for assessing 
compliance. 

The organization shall comply with laws 
applicable to forest management issues 
such as protecting nature and the 
environment, threatened and protected 
species, rights of ownership, use of land 
and forest resources and/or land tenure 
rights by the organization, as well as the 
legal, customary, and traditional rights of 
indigenous peoples and traditional and 

The standard defines FMU at 2.42 “an 
area subject to evaluation of 
compliance with the requirements of 
this Standard, defined for the purpose 
of good management practices in 
social, environmental, and economic 
terms.” 

At 3, the standard states: “A criterion 
is considered to be implemented when 
compliance with its respective 
indicators is demonstrated. A principle 
is considered to be implemented when 
all of its respective criteria are 
confirmed to have been met. Finally, 
sustainable forest management 
according to this Standard is 
considered to be implemented when 
all the principles are confirmed to have 
been implemented.” 

However, the standard does not make 
the scope of the application clear to 
cover native forests or plantation 
forests. It is clear that under the Forest 

Y 
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local communities and other affected 
stakeholders. Laws related to labor, social 
security, taxes, and workplace health and 
safety shall be complied with, along with 
collective and/or individual agreements, 
collective conventions, and fundamental 
ILO conventions. 

The organization shall protect the forest in 
order to prevent illegal or unauthorized 
activities. 

Code Law 12,651 of 2012), native 
forestry is only permitted once 
licensed by Sisnama (the regulator), 
and the granting of a Sustainable 
Forest Management Plan (PMFS -- 
Plano de Manejo Florestal 
Sustentável). The PMFS must meet 
certain criteria under Article 31.  

Planted forests are only permitted 
outside of Permanent Preservation 
Areas, and Legal Reserves (Article 
32), and on agricultural land (e.g. 
Presidential Decree No. 8,375 OF 
December 11, 2014).  

Although Brazilian laws and regulation 
clearly define and differentiate 
plantation and native forestry, this 
should nonetheless be defined within 
the standard, and/or explained in 
system documentation to meet the 
requirements of 4.1 i) (see below). 

b) be clear, performance based and auditable; Y 3.6.2 d) 

The organization shall plan, implement, 
and maintain an internal auditing program 
in order to verify compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard. 

Indicator: 

d) evidence that the audit process is 
conducted in an objective and impartial 
manner. 

3 also defines the overall structure of 
the principles, criteria and indicators. 
The structure of the standard follows 
this, with indicators that are clear, 
performance-based and auditable, and 
defined as with qualitative and 
quantitative. This is elaborated at 2.23 
in the definition of indicator: 
“quantitative or qualitative parameter 
that makes it possible to objectively 
and unambiguously assess the 
characteristics of a forest ecosystem 
or related social system, or which 
describes elements of forest 
management and the productive 
processes conducted within this 
ecosystem.” 

Yes 
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c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the defined forest 
area who have an impact on achieving compliance with the 
requirements; 

Y 3 

The principles established in this Standard 
provide a reference for sustainable forest 
management. 
 
The principles are broken down into 
criteria, which express the conditions 
describe the states or dynamics of a forest 
ecosystem and the social system 
associated with it. 
Compliance with each criterion is 
determined by assessing compliance with 
a group of specific indicators, which can be 
quantitative or qualitative. 

In this way, a hierarchy of the principles, 
criteria, and indicators is defined (see 
Figure 1) that establishes monitoring and 
demonstrates good forest management 
and serves as a reference for assessing 
the quality of forest management. 

A criterion is considered to be 
implemented when compliance with its 
respective indicators is demonstrated. A 
principle is considered to be implemented 
when all of its respective criteria are 
confirmed to have been met. Finally, 
sustainable forest management according 
to this Standard is considered to be 
implemented when all the principles are 
confirmed to have been implemented. 
 
Depending on the location and the final 
use of the forest management unit, 
indicators may have a different relative 
importance, since certain indicators may 

There is no clear statement within the 
standard  or in the references provided 
that actually states who the standard is 
applicable to, e.g. forestry operators. 
However, the definition of organization 
(2.27: organization: company, 
corporation, firm, business, or institution, 
or any part of combination of these, 
public or private, anonymous or limited 
partnership, or with any other type of 
bylaws, with its own administrative 
structure and functions.” In conjunction 
with “3.1.5 The organization shall 
possess a public commitment to perform 
sustainable forest management 
according to the applicable requirements 
for assessing compliance” would 
indicate that the standard meets the 
requirements.  

 

Yes 
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not be applicable. However, all indicators 
relevant to that location shall be assessed. 

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence of compliance 
with the requirements of the forest management standards; 

Y 3.2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
drafted according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with 
the requirements of this Standard are 
continuously identified and considered in 
forest management according to the size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
scale of operations, considering changes 
in the current scenario. 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests. 
 
- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 
 
- management techniques to be applied. 
 

Compliance with all indicators (as in 
literally every indicator) within the 
standard requires either documented 
evidence of, of the existence of 
planning documentation, management 
records and review documentation. 
This has been checked against all 
indicators within the standard.  

Y 
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- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 
 
- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 
 
- roadway/transport system. 
 
- harvest cycle. 
 
- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 
forest characteristics. 
 
- surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
 
- letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 
management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples. 
 
- the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 
by harvest of the remaining forest. 
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- plans to prevent, combat, and 
mitigate damage from fires and other 
incidents which are appropriate to the 
risk that these events might occur. 
 
- environmental safeguards that 
specify how to minimize risks of 
degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems. 
 
- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, 
particularly rare, threatened, endemic, 
and protected species. 
 
- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable 
for the planning, the harvest 
evaluation, and the forest monitoring. 
 
c) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan was drafted and is 
monitored by a qualitied professional. 
 
d) evidence that plant species are 
botanically identified during the pre-
harvest inventory by qualified 
professionals, and that existing official 
species lists are considered. 
 
e) evidence that the parties 
responsible for the sustainable forest 
management plan are clearly defined 
and identified. 
 
f) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is revised to 
incorporate the results of monitoring, 
when applicable. 
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g) evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that 
is appropriate for the organization's size 
and intensity of its forest management 
activities is available to the public and 
contains information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest 
management. Confidential information, or 
sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural 
resources may be omitted. 
 
h) existence of annual operation plans 
approved by the relevant authority that 
specify the forest management 
operations that will be carried out during 
the period. The goals of the operational 
plans shall include the maintenance, 
conservation, or improvement of 
biodiversity at the landscape, ecosystem, 
species, and genetic levels. 
 
i) existence of documented procedures 
for the following activities in order to 
ensure that they are carried out as 
described in the sustainable forest 
management plan: 
 
- forest inventory and production planning. 
 
- planning of infrastructure, including 
roadway network, skid trails, and log 
yards. 
 
- construction and worksite maintenance. 
 
- forestry activities. 
 
- harvesting and transport of forest 
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production. 
 
- preparation for and response to 
emergencies and respective contingency 
plans. 
 
j) evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another system specific 
claim, as claim to be used to communicate the origin of products 
in an area covered by the standard to customers with a PEFC 
chain of custody; 

Note: System specific claims of PEFC endorsed standards and 
PEFC Council approved abbreviations of such claims and the 
claim “100% PEFC certified”, and their translations into 
languages other than English, are published online on the PEFC 
website www.pefc.org. 

Y/N 3.2.4 d) 

A system shall be implemented that 
permits tracking of the chain of custody for 
forest products, from their origin to 
transport and trading. 

Indicator: 

 

d) Existence of sales and/or delivery 
documentation for commercialized goods 
from the assessed forest management unit 
that includes the following data 

— Client identification 

— Supplier identification 

— Identification of each product, 
including common name and scientific 
(species) name 

— Quantity delivered for each 
product covered by the documentation 

— Date document was issued 

— Claim for each product from the 
assessed forest management unit included 
in the aforementioned documentation 

— Code pertaining to the supplier’s 
forest management unit certification; 

The standard meets the requirements, 
with the specification identified at 
PEFC Brazil procedure SG 03.01 12.  

Y 
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PEFC Brazil procedure SG 03.01: 

12.     Additional requirements for use 
of PEFC trademarks 

The requirements described here are 
based on PEFC ST 2001 PEFC 
Trademarks Rules and PEFC certification 
standards for forest management and 
chain of custody. 

12.1   Only PEFC certified products 
under an approved certification scope 
should be claim as such. Sales and/or 
delivery documents for products 
commercialized as certified must include at 
least the following information: 

a)      the PEFC claim for each certified 
product. For forest management the 
declaration is 100% PEFC Certified. Chain 
of custody includes other claims as defined 
in this document. 

b)      the numbering of the certificate of 
conformity corresponding to the origin 
(certified organization or forest 
management unit(s)). 

f) require that where owners/managers of forests are selling 
products from areas other than covered by the standard, only 
products from areas covered by the standard are sold with the 
claim “100% PEFC-certified” or a system specific claim; 

Y/N 3.2.4 e) 

A system shall be implemented that 
permits tracking of the chain of custody for 
forest products, from their origin to 
transport and trading. 

Indicator: 

e) Evidence that only products from 
the assessed forest management unit 

As above, 12.1 “Only PEFC certified 
products under an approved 
certification scope should be claim as 
such.” Compliance is delivered at 
3.2.4 e).  

Y 
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were commercialized with the respective 
claim. 

 

PEFC Brazil procedure SG 03.01: 

12.     Additional requirements for use 
of PEFC trademarks 

The requirements described here are 
based on PEFC ST 2001 PEFC 
Trademarks Rules and PEFC certification 
standards for forest management and 
chain of custody. 

12.1   Only PEFC certified products 
under an approved certification scope 
should be claim as such. Sales and/or 
delivery documents for products 
commercialized as certified must include at 
least the following information: 

a)      the PEFC claim for each certified 
product. For forest management the 
declaration is 100% PEFC Certified. Chain 
of custody includes other claims as defined 
in this document. 

b)      the numbering of the certificate of 
conformity corresponding to the origin 
(certified organization or forest 
management unit(s)). 

g) require that claims on the origin of products in an area covered 
by the standard are only made by forest owners/managers 
covered by a PEFC recognised certificate issued against the 
standard; 

Y 3.2.4 e) 

A system shall be implemented that 
permits tracking of the chain of custody for 
forest products, from their origin to 
transport and trading. 

Indicator: 

The standard meets the requirements.   
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e) Evidence that only products from 
the assessed forest management unit 
were commercialized with the respective 
declaration. 

h) specify requirements concerning the information which need to 
be provided to a PEFC chain of custody certified customer; 

Y 3.2.4 b) and d) 

A system shall be implemented that 
permits tracking of the chain of custody for 
forest products, from their origin to 
transport and trading. 

 

Indicators: 

 

b) Existence of procedures to 
identify, store, separate, and track forest 
production from the oringin to transport 
and commercialization. 

d) Existence of sales and/or delivery 
documentation for commercialized goods 
from the assessed forest management unit 
that includes the following data 

— Client identification 

— Supplier identification 

— Identification of each product, 
including common name and scientific 
(species) name 

— Quantity delivered for each 
product covered by the documentation 

— Date document was issued 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements, and specifies the 
requirements accordingly.  

Y 
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— Declaration for each product from the 
assessed forest management unit included 
in the aforementioned documentation 

— Code pertaining to the supplier’s 
forest management unit certification 

i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if requirements of 
this benchmark are not reflected in the regional, national or sub-
national standard, because they are already addressed through 
the legislation. 

Y 3.1.1 

The organization shall carry out activities 
related to establishing and managing its 
forests in accordance with laws, 
agreements, treaties, and conventions 
applicable to forest management. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of procedures that 
identify legislation and other regulations 
applicable to forest management and 
determine how these obligations apply to 
the organization. 

b) existence of records that prove 
fulfillment of legislation and of other 
regulations applicable to the activities 
carried out in the forest management 
unit. 
 
c) evidence that the organization 
respects human rights as defined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
d) existence of anti-corruption 
mechanisms in line with existing 
legislation, and proof that adequate 
preventative or corrective measures are 
implemented, when necessary. 
 
e)evidence that workers are informed of 
and have their questions answered about 
the legislation relevant to the activities 

The standard makes a considerable 
number of references to national and 
other regulation throughout the text 
and for a number of specific 
requirements. These are listed below. 
There is no overview of the legislation 
that is applicable to these 
requirements, and it should be 
provided, potentially in an Annex or 
guidance document.  .   

Minor 
NC 
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they carry out. 
4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders   

The standard requires that the organisation shall determine:   

a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to the sustainable 
forest management; 

Y 3.5.1  

The organization shall identify and assess 
the environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders. Impacts on these 
values shall be identified and assessed, 
and measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, 
and (when necessary) compensate for 
these impacts shall be defined and 
implemented. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that stakeholders 
affected by forest management are 
identified and mapped 

b) evidence that the environmental, social, 
and economic values are identified and 
assessed, considering stakeholder needs 
and expectations. This assessment should 
include values that could be affected by 
the forest management and associated 
activities, and should be conducted at a 
detail level and frequency compatible with 
the scale of the organization and the 
intensity and risk of management activities. 

 
c) evidence that potential impacts of 
forest management and associated 
activities on environmental, social, and 
economic impacts for stakeholders 
have been identified and assessed via 
a participatory process. 
 

Stakeholders are defined at 2.29, 
providing examples as: local 
communities, indigenous peoples 
and/or traditional communities, 
workers, forest dwellers, neighbors, 
owners of land downstream, local 
processors, local businesses, those 
holding land use and land tenure 
rights, including landowners, 
organizations that are authorized to or 
known to act on behalf of the 
stakeholders, etc. 

Y 

b) the relevant needs and expectations of these stakeholders. Y Determining needs and expectations 
of the stakeholders is met by Criterion 
5.1, a) to f) 

Y 
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d) evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to avoid, 
minimize, and (when necessary) 
compensate for negative impacts on the 
environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders as a result of forest 
management and associated activities. 

e) Evidence that operational 
planning includes recommendations to 
avoid, minimize, and mitigate negative 
impacts on the environmental, social, and 
economic values for stakeholders. 

f) Evidence of measures to maintain 
or improve positive impacts on the 
environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders. 

4.3 Determining the scope of the management system   

4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine 
the boundaries and applicability of the management system to 
establish its scope. 

Y 3.2.1 b) 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 

Indicator: 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 

Although the reference 3.2.1 identifies 
the plan for the managed forest area, 
the boundaries and scope are 
established at 3.1.2, which defines 
rights of ownership, and requires that 
borders of the FMU are identified at 
(e). 

The organization's rights of ownership 
and of the use of land and forest 
resources and/or land tenure rights 
shall be clearly defined, documented, 
and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, 
customary, and traditional rights 
related to the forest management unit 
shall be identified, recognized, and 
respected according to current 
legislation and applicable treaties and 
international agreements ratified by 

Y 
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protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests. 
 
- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 
 
- management techniques to be applied. 
 
- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 
 
- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 
 
- roadway/transport system. 
 
- harvest cycle. 
 
- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 
forest characteristics. 
 
- surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
 
- letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 
management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 

the country. (e) evidence that the 
borders between the forest 
management unit and neighboring 
areas are identified, demarcated, and 
respected. 
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locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples. 
 
- the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 
by harvest of the remaining forest. 
 
- plans to prevent, combat, and 
mitigate damage from fires and other 
incidents which are appropriate to the 
risk that these events might occur. 
 
- environmental safeguards that 
specify how to minimize risks of 
degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems. 
 
- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, 
particularly rare, threatened, endemic, 
and protected species. 
 
- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable 
for the planning, the harvest 
evaluation, and the forest monitoring. 

4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall 
comprise the cycle of inventory and planning, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an appropriate 
assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts 
of forest management practices. This shall form a basis for a 
cycle of continuous improvement. 

 

Y 3.2.1  

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
drafted according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

3.2.1 requires that forest management 
plan is drafted; pre-harvest inventory 
is required at (b) and (d); planning of 
all operations is required at (b) through 
(i); these cover all social, 
environmental and economic impacts. 
3.2.1 also states that operations  must 
be based on the SFM plan. 

Criterion 3.6.1 is the conducting of 
monitoring operations, (a) through (l); 

Y 
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a) Evidence that the risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with 
the requirements of this Standard are 
continuously identified and considered in 
forest management according to the size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
scale of operations, considering changes 
in the current scenario. 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests. 
 
- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 
 
- management techniques to be applied. 
 
- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 
 
- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 
 
- roadway/transport system. 
 
- harvest cycle. 
 
- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 

social, economic and environmental 
indicators are included, notably at (b).  

Criterion 3.6.4 covers continuous 
improvement, with indicators (a) 
through (e) covering social, economic 
and environmental indicators.  
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forest characteristics. 
 
- surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
 
- letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 
management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples. 
 
- the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 
by harvest of the remaining forest. 
 
- plans to prevent, combat, and 
mitigate damage from fires and other 
incidents which are appropriate to the 
risk that these events might occur. 
 
- environmental safeguards that 
specify how to minimize risks of 
degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems. 
 
- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, 
particularly rare, threatened, endemic, 
and protected species. 
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- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable 
for the planning, the harvest 
evaluation, and the forest monitoring. 
 
c) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan was drafted and is 
monitored by a qualitied professional. 
 
d) evidence that plant species are 
botanically identified during the pre-
harvest inventory by qualified 
professionals, and that existing official 
species lists are considered. 
 
e) evidence that the parties 
responsible for the sustainable forest 
management plan are clearly defined 
and identified. 
 
f) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is revised to 
incorporate the results of monitoring, 
when applicable. 
 
g) evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that 
is appropriate for the organization's size 
and intensity of its forest management 
activities is available to the public and 
contains information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest 
management. Confidential information, or 
sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural 
resources may be omitted. 
 
h) existence of annual operation plans 
approved by the relevant authority that 
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specify the forest management 
operations that will be carried out during 
the period. The goals of the operational 
plans shall include the maintenance, 
conservation, or improvement of 
biodiversity at the landscape, ecosystem, 
species, and genetic levels. 
 
i) existence of documented procedures 
for the following activities in order to 
ensure that they are carried out as 
described in the sustainable forest 
management plan: 
 
- forest inventory and production planning. 
 
- planning of infrastructure, including 
roadway network, skid trails, and log 
yards. 
 
- construction and worksite maintenance. 
 
- forestry activities. 
 
- harvesting and transport of forest 
production. 
 
- preparation for and response to 
emergencies and respective contingency 
plans. 
 
j) evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

 

3.3.1 

The organization shall identify and 
assess environmental value and impacts, 
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including defining and implementing 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, 
and (when necessary) compensate for 
these impacts 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that environmental values 
present in the forest management unit 
and surround areas that may be 
potentially affected by management 
activities are identified and assessed. 
This assessment shall be realized at a 
detail level and frequency compatible 
with the scale, intensity, and risk of 
management activities. 

b) evidence that the potential impacts 
from management activities on the 
identified environmental values have 
been identified and assessed. 
 
c) evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to maintain 
or enhance positive impacts on the 
environmental values. 
 
d) evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to avoid, 
minimize, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts on the 
environmental values. 
 
e) evidence that the documented 
operational procedures considered 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, 
and mitigate negative impacts on 
environmental values. 
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3.5.1 

The organization shall identify and assess 
the environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders. Impacts on these 
values shall be identified and assessed, 
and measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, 
and (when necessary) compensate for 
these impacts shall be defined and 
implemented. 

3.6.1 

The organization shall conduct monitoring 
to assess its environmental, social, and 
economic performance, in accordance with 
the scale of the organization and its 
management objectives. 

5. Leadership   

5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment:   

a) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard 
and other applicable requirements of the certification system; 

Y 3.1.5 

The organization shall possess a public 
commitment to perform sustainable forest 
management according to the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of a formal commitment 
by the organization to perform sustainable 
forest management and improve it 
continuously in line with the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance. 

b) Evidence that the commitment 
cited in the previous indicator is available 
to the public. 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements at 3.1.5  

Y 

b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest management 
system. 

Y The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements at 3.1.5 (a) 

Y 

5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly 
available. 

Y The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements at 3.1.5 (b) 

Y 
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5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable 
forest management shall be clearly defined and assigned. 

Y 3.2.1 e) 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 

Indicator: 

e) Evidence that the parties 
responsible for the sustainable forest 
management plan are clearly defined and 
identified; 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirement at 3.2.1 (e) 

Y 

6. Planning   

6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities   

6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall consider 
risks and opportunities concerning compliance with the 
requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and scale 
of the operations of the organisation shall be considered. 

Y 3.2.1 a) 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 

Indicator: 

a) evidence that the risks and opportunities 
related to compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard are 
continuously identified and considered in 
forest management according to the size 
of the organization, the intensity of 
management activities, considering 
changes in the current scenario.  

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements at 3.2.1 (a). 

Y 
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3.3.1 a) 

The organization shall identify and assess 
environmental value and impacts, 
including defining and implementing 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and 
(when necessary) compensate for these 
impacts 

Indicator: 

a) Evidence that environmental 
values present in the forest management 
unit and surround areas that may be 
potentially affected by management 
activities are identified and assessed. This 
assessment should be realized at a detail 
level and frequency compatible with the 
scale, intensity, and risk of management 
activities. 

3.5.1 b) 

The organization shall identify and assess 
the environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders. Impacts on these 
values shall be identified and assessed, 
and measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, 
and (when necessary) compensate for 
these impacts shall be defined and 
implemented. 

Indicator: 

b) evidence that the environmental, social, 
and economic values are identified and 
assessed, considering stakeholder needs 
and expectations. This assessment  shall 
include values that could be affected by 
the forest management and associated 
activities, and  shall be conducted at a 
detail level and frequency compatible with 
the scale of the organization and the 
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intensity and risk of management 
activities.. 

6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest 
resources shall be established and maintained, adequate to local 
and national conditions and in correspondence with the 
requirements described in this international benchmark standard. 

 3.2.1  

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
drafted according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with 
the requirements of this Standard are 
continuously identified and considered in 
forest management according to the size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
scale of operations, considering changes 
in the current scenario. 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests. 
 
- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 
 
- management techniques to be applied. 

Pre-harvest-inventory and mapping of 
the FMU is required as part of the 
forest management plan at 3.2.1 (b); 
the inventory forms the basis of the 
planning, evaluation, and monitoring.  

Inventory and mapping is maintained 
by virtue of the plan itself, which 
requires pre- during and post- harvest 
planning, specifically as “pre-harvest 
inventory that is suitable for the 
planning, the harvest evaluation, and 
the forest monitoring”, and and further 
evidence at (j) that ” Evidence that the 
documented procedures are kept up to 
date.” 

 

Y 
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- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 
 
- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 
 
- roadway/transport system. 
 
- harvest cycle. 
 
- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 
forest characteristics. 
 
- surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
 
- letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 
management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples. 
 
- the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 
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by harvest of the remaining forest. 
 
- plans to prevent, combat, and 
mitigate damage from fires and other 
incidents which are appropriate to the 
risk that these events might occur. 
 
- environmental safeguards that 
specify how to minimize risks of 
degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems. 
 
- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, 
particularly rare, threatened, endemic, 
and protected species. 
 
- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable 
for the planning, the harvest 
evaluation, and the forest monitoring. 
 
c) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan was drafted and is 
monitored by a qualitied professional. 
 
d) evidence that plant species are 
botanically identified during the pre-
harvest inventory by qualified 
professionals, and that existing official 
species lists are considered. 
 
e) evidence that the parties 
responsible for the sustainable forest 
management plan are clearly defined 
and identified. 
 
f) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is revised to 
incorporate the results of monitoring, 
when applicable. 
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g) evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that 
is appropriate for the organization's size 
and intensity of its forest management 
activities is available to the public and 
contains information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest 
management. Confidential information, or 
sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural 
resources may be omitted. 
 
h) existence of annual operation plans 
approved by the relevant authority that 
specify the forest management 
operations that will be carried out during 
the period. The goals of the operational 
plans shall include the maintenance, 
conservation, or improvement of 
biodiversity at the landscape, ecosystem, 
species, and genetic levels. 
 
i) existence of documented procedures 
for the following activities in order to 
ensure that they are carried out as 
described in the sustainable forest 
management plan: 
 
- forest inventory and production planning. 
 
- planning of infrastructure, including 
roadway network, skid trails, and log 
yards. 
 
- construction and worksite maintenance. 
 
- forestry activities. 
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- harvesting and transport of forest 
production. 
 
- preparation for and response to 
emergencies and respective contingency 
plans. 
 
j) evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

6.2 Management plan   

6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be:   

a) elaborated and periodically updated or continually adjusted; Y 3.2.1  

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
drafted according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
function of the managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with 
the requirements of this Standard are 
continuously identified and considered in 
forest management according to the size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
scale of operations, considering changes 
in the current scenario. 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 

Requirements for continual updating 
and adjustment are met at 3.2.1 (a) 

Y 

b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest area; Y Requirements for plans to consider 
size are met at 3.2.1 (a) 

Y 

c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation 
as well as existing land-use or other official plans; and 

Y Requirements for planning based on 
local, national and international 
legislation are met at 3.1.1 (a) and (b), 
3.1.2 (a) and (b) 

Y 

d) adequately covering forest resources. Y Requirements for the covering of 
forest resources are met at 3.2.1 (b): 
“surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
“letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 
management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 

Y 
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diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests. 
 
- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 
 
- management techniques to be applied. 
 
- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 
 
- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 
 
- roadway/transport system. 
 
- harvest cycle. 
 
- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 
forest characteristics. 
 
- surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
 
- letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 

infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples.” 
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management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples. 
 
- the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 
by harvest of the remaining forest. 
 
- plans to prevent, combat, and 
mitigate damage from fires and other 
incidents which are appropriate to the 
risk that these events might occur. 
 
- environmental safeguards that 
specify how to minimize risks of 
degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems. 
 
- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, 
particularly rare, threatened, endemic, 
and protected species. 
 
- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable 
for the planning, the harvest 
evaluation, and the forest monitoring. 

6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take 
into account the different uses or functions of the managed forest 
area. 

Y 3.2.1 b) 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
drafted according to applicable legislation, 

The Criterion 3.2.1 requires that the 
plan must consider “different uses, 
scales and functions.” The plan at (b) 
must contain: objectives that are for 
“maintaining and protecting the social, 

Y 
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documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
function of the managed forest area. 

 

Indicator: 

 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests. 
 
- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 
 
- management techniques to be applied. 
 
- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 
 
- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 
 
- roadway/transport system. 
 
- harvest cycle. 
 

environmental, and economic 
functions”;   

6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include 
at least a description of the current forest management unit, long-
term objectives, and the average annual allowable cut, including 
its justification. 

Y The plan at 3.2.1 (b) requires that the 
plan contain: descriptions of “the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples”; 
“the objectives of the sustainable 
forest management plan, including 
those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, 
and economic functions of the forests”; 
“definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 
forest characteristics”; “justification of 
the economic viability of the 
management” ; “technical justification 
for defining the intensity of the forest 
management activities.” 

Y 

6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of 
non-wood forest products shall be included in the management 
plan where forest management covers commercial use of non-
wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their 
long-term sustainability. 

Y The requirement is met at 3.2.2 (c): “c) 
existence of a harvesting plan, where 
non-wood forest products will be 
traded, that follows best practices in 
sustainable forest management and is 
approved by the relevant authorities, 
where applicable. This harvesting plan 
shall be compatible with the activities 
described in the forest management 
plan and with the use of these non-

Y 
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- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for 
each species/group of species, 
according to legal requirements and 
forest characteristics. 
 
- surveys of the topography and 
vegetation typologies, as well as the 
forms and distribution of available 
water resources, according to the size 
of the organization and the intensity of 
forest management activities. 
 
- letters, maps, and/or sketches, 
according to the intensity of 
management activities, that show: the 
borders of the forest management unit 
and its subdivisions, the resources 
managed by the organization, the 
infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, 
locations of local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples. 
 
- the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 
by harvest of the remaining forest. 
 
- plans to prevent, combat, and 
mitigate damage from fires and other 
incidents which are appropriate to the 
risk that these events might occur. 
 
- environmental safeguards that 
specify how to minimize risks of 
degradation and damage to forest 
ecosystems. 
 

wood forest products by local and 
traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways 
and means to minimise the risk of degradation and damage to 
forest ecosystems. 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.2.1 (b), where the plan requires 
specification of “environmental 
safeguards that specify how to 
minimize risks of degradation and 
damage to forest ecosystems.” 

Y 
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- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, 
particularly rare, threatened, endemic, 
and protected species. 
 
- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable for 
the planning, the harvest evaluation, and 
the forest monitoring. 

6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take 
into account the results of scientific research. 

Y 3.4 

Implementation of forest management 
operations shall consider the conservation 
and maintenance of native ecosystems, 
water, soils, and the air, and incorporate 
research findings. 

The requirements is met at 3.4.1 (a), 
which requires that “that the forest 
management employed is based on 
the findings of research and scientific 
studies conducted in conditions similar 
to those in the forest management unit 
when available” 

Y 

6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management 
plan, appropriate to the scope and scale of forest management, 
shall be publicly available and shall include information on the 
general objectives and forest management principles. 

Y 3.2.1 g) 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
drafted according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and 
function of the managed forest area. 

 

Indicator: 

 

g) Evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the scope, organization's 
size, and intensity of forest management 
activities is available to the public and 
contains information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest 

The requirements are met at 3.2.1 (g): 
“evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan 
that is appropriate for the 
organization's size and intensity of its 
forest management activities is 
available to the public and contains 
information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest 
management. Confidential information, 
or sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural 
resources may be omitted” 

Y 

6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available summary 
of the management plan may exclude confidential business and 
personal information and other information made confidential by 
applicable legislation or for the protection of cultural sites or 
sensitive natural resource features. 

Y See above Y 
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management. Confidential information, or 
sensitive information related to the 
protection of cultural sites or natural 
resources may be omitted. 

6.3 Compliance requirements   

6.3.1 Legal compliance   

6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall identify 
and have access to the legislation applicable to its forest 
management and determine how these compliance obligations 
apply to the organisation. 

Note: For a country which has signed a FLEGT Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the European Union and 
the producing country, the “legislation applicable to forest 
management” is defined by the VPA agreement. 

Y 3.1.1 a) 

The organization shall carry out the 
activities related to forest management in 
accordance with federal, state, and 
municipal laws and agreements, as well as 
international agreements and conventions 
ratified by the country. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of procedures that 
identify legislation and other regulations 
applicable to forest management and 
determine how these obligations apply to 
the organization. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.1 (a)  

Y 

6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organisation shall comply 
with applicable local, national and international legislation on 
forest management, including but not limited to forest 
management practices; nature and environmental protection; 
protected and endangered species; property, tenure and land-use 
rights for indigenous peoples, local communities or other affected 
stakeholders; health, labour and safety issues; anti-corruption 
and the payment of applicable royalties and taxes. 

Y 3.1.1 b) 

The organization shall carry out the 
activities related to forest management in 
accordance with federal, state, and 
municipal laws and agreements, as well as 
international agreements and conventions 
ratified by the country. 

 

Indicator: 

 

b) existence of records that prove 
fulfillment of legislation and of other 

The standard mees the requirements 
at 3.1.1 (b).  

In addition, compliance is further 
delivered at 3.1.3 a), b) and g)  

  

Y 
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regulations applicable to the activities 
carried out in the forest management unit. 

3.1.2 - The organization's rights of 
ownership and of the use of land and 
forest resources and/or land tenure rights 
shall be clearly defined, documented, and 
established for the forest management 
unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and 
traditional rights related to the forest 
management unit shall be identified, 
recognized, and respected according to 
current legislation and applicable treaties 
and international agreements ratified by 
the country. 

3.1.3 a), b) and g)  

Laws related to labor, social security, 
taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with 
collective and/or individual agreements, 
collective conventions, and fundamental 
ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that social 
security/pension for all workers is in 
compliance with current legislation. when 
there are pending issues related to social 
security/pension, the organization shall 
have a plan to resolve them. 

b) evidence that all aspects related 
to labor legislation are in compliance with 
current legislation including collective or 
individual agreements, collective 
conventions, and regulatory labor 
standards. 

g) evidence that the organization is in 
compliance in terms of payment of 
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royalties and appliable taxes and tributes. 
when payments are pending, a plan to pay 
off the debts shall be made with the 
creditor or institution. 

6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption 
legislation exists, the organisation must take alternative anti-
corruption measures appropriate to the risk of corruption. 

Y 3.1.1 d)  

The organization shall carry out the 
activities related to forest management in 
accordance with federal, state, and 
municipal laws and agreements, as well as 
international agreements and conventions 
ratified by the country. 

Indicator: 

d) existence of anti-corruption 
mechanisms in line with existing 
legislation, and proof that adequate 
preventative or corrective measures are 
implemented, when necessary. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.1 (d) 

Y 

6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be 
implemented to address protection of the forest from 
unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, 
illegally initiated fires, and other illegal activities. 

Y 3.1.4 a) and b)  

The organization shall, within the scope of 
its responsibilities, implement measures 
and assist competent authorities, when 
applicable, to protect the forest 
management unit against illegal or 
unauthorized activities such as extraction 
of wood or other products, land use, 
hunting, fishing, fires, etc. 
Indicators: 

a) existence of mechanisms to 
protect the forest management unit and 
control illegal or unauthorized activities 
there according to the size of the 
organization and intensity of management 
activities. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.4 a) and b)  

 

Y 
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b) existence of records of illegal or 
unauthorized activities within the forest 
management unit and measures taken to 
avoid or minimize such. 

6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land   

6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership 
and land tenure arrangements shall be clearly defined, 
documented and established for the relevant management unit. 
Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the 
forest land shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

Note: Guidance for the handling of tenure arrangements can be 
obtained from the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the 
Context of National Food Security. 

Y 3.1.2 a), b) and  e) 

The organization's rights of ownership and 
of the use of land and forest resources 
and/or land tenure rights shall be clearly 
defined, documented, and established for 
the forest management unit. Similarly, 
legal, customary, and traditional rights 
related to the forest management unit shall 
be identified, recognized, and respected 
according to current legislation and 
applicable treaties and international 
agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that the organization's 
rights of ownership, land use, and use of 
forest resources and/or land tenure rights 
are documented and established for the 
forest management unit according to 
current legislation. 

b) evidence that legal, customary, 
and traditional rights related to the forest 
management units are identified, 
recognized, and respected according to 
current legislation and applicable treaties 
and international conventions ratified by 
the country. 

e) evidence that the borders 
between the forest management unit and 
neighboring areas are identified, 
demarcated, and respected. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.2 (a), (b) and (e) 

Y 

6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations 
shall be conducted in recognition of the established framework of 
legal, customary and traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 
and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
which shall not be infringed upon without the free, prior and 
informed consent of the holders of the rights, including the 
provision of compensation where applicable. Where the extent of 
rights is not yet resolved, or is in dispute, there are processes for 
just and fair resolution. In such cases forest managers shall, in 
the interim, provide meaningful opportunities for parties to be 
engaged in forest management decisions whilst respecting the 
processes and roles and responsibilities laid out in the policies 
and laws where the certification takes place. 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.2 (c), (d), (f): “c) evidence that 
forestry practices and operations are 
carried out in compliance with the 
established structure of legal, 
customary, and traditional rights, as 
described in ILO Convention 169 and 
UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples; d) evidence that 
the organization does not infringe 
upon customary and traditional rights 
within the forest management unit 
without free, prior, and informed 
consent from rights holders, inducing 
compensation, when applicable”; (f) 
existence of suitable mechanisms to 
communicate and refer complaints, 
conflicts, and litigation related to the 
organization's rights of ownership, use 
of land and forest resources, and/or 

Y 
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land tenure rights. 

6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations 
shall respect human rights as defined by the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights. 

Y 3.1.1 c)  

The organization shall carry out the 
activities related to forest management in 
accordance with federal, state, and 
municipal laws and agreements, as well as 
international agreements and conventions 
ratified by the country. 

Indicator: 

c) Evidence that the organization 
respects human rights as defined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.1 (c) 

Y 

6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions   

6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations 
shall comply with fundamental ILO conventions. 

Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions have 
been ratified, the requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries 
where a fundamental convention has not been ratified and its 
content is not covered by applicable legislation, specific 
requirements shall be included in the forest management 
standard. 

Y 3.1.3 c)  

Laws related to labor, social security, 
taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with 
collective and/or individual agreements, 
collective conventions, and fundamental 
ILO conventions. 

Indicator: 

c) Evidence of compliance with 
fundamental ILO conventions, as well as 
other ILO conventions ratified by the 
country. 

NOTE   When conflicts exist between 
legislation and fundamental conventions 
(causing compliance with a convention to 
lead to illegality in forest management), 
legislation shall prevail. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.3 (c) 

Y 

6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions   
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6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be 
planned, organised and performed in a manner that enables 
health and accident risks to be identified and all reasonable 
measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related 
risks. Workers shall be informed about the risks involved with 
their work and about preventive measures. 

Y 3.1.3 j) 

Laws related to labor, social security, 
taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with 
collective and/or individual agreements, 
collective conventions, and fundamental 
ILO conventions. 

Indicator: 

j) existence of a workplace health 
and safety program in line with legal 
requirements, implemented in such a way 
that risks to health and accidents can be 
identified and measures can be 
implemented to protect workers from work-
related risks. 

 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.3 (j) 

Y 

6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be 
safe, and guidance and training in safe working practices shall be 
provided to all those assigned to a task in forest operations. 
Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or 
applicable collective agreements. 

Note: Guidance for specifying national standards can be obtained 
from the ILO Code of Good Practice: Safety and Health in 
Forestry Work. 

Y 3.2.5  

The organization shall ensure that 
workers, and forest owners (when 
applicable) are trained and updated with 
regard to sustainable forest management 
as a prerequisite for planning and for the 
forest management practices described in 
this Standard. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of an ongoing training 
program for management, workers, and 
forest owners (when applicable) with 
relation to forest management, including: 

- objectives and goals of the sustainable 
forest management plan. 

- procedures and guidance related to the 

The standard meets the requirements 
at: 3.1.3 (j) (safety) 3.2.5 (a) (guidance 
and training); 3.1.3 (b) hours and 
leave 

Y 
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various requirements of this Standard, 
including environmental and social 
issues related to forest management. 

- safe working practices and guidelines 
related to the risks involved in work and 
preventative measures. 

- cautions related to areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest. 

 
3.1.1 b) existence of records of trainings 
held according to the established program 
in order to ensure that the management 
plan and its procedures and guidelines are 
correctly understood and carried out 
 
j) existence of a workplace health 
and safety program in line with legal 
requirements, implemented in such a way 
that risks to health and accidents can be 
identified and measures can be 
implemented to protect workers from work-
related risks. 

. 

6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant 
forest workers as well as of contractors and other operators 
operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at least 
legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collective 
bargaining agreements. 

Note: Where wages are below the living wage of a country, steps 
should be taken to attain increased wages towards a living wage 
level over time in addition to increases for inflation. 

Y 3.1.3 d), e) and f)  

Laws related to labor, social security, 
taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with 
collective and/or individual agreements, 
collective conventions, and fundamental 
ILO conventions. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.3 (b). In addition, workers are 
defined in 2.40 as “people employed 
directly in administrative or operational 
sectors, or who are self-employed or 
subcontracted by an organization or 
by wood purchasers who work in the 
forest management unit.” 

Y 
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6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed 
to equal opportunities, non-discrimination and freedom from 
workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted. 

Y Indicators: 

d) evidence that the organization 
promotes equal opportunities without 
discrimination, including a workplace free 
of harassment and promotion of gender 
equality. 

e) existence of effective 
mechanisms to report and eradicate cases 
of harassment and discrimination that 
include confidentiality in order to avoid 
problems and potential penalties to 
affected parties. 

f) evidence that worker wages meet 
or exceed the legal minimum or existing 
base salary in the region, and collective 
bargaining agreements. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.1.3 (d) 

Y 

7. Support   

7.1 Resources   

7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine 
and provide the resources needed for the establishment, 
implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

Y 3.2.3  

The organization shall determine and 
provide the resources needed to 
develop, implement, maintain, and 
continuously improve oversight of its 
sustainable forest management system. 
 
Indicators: 
 
a) evidence that the organization 
conducted an economic feasibility study for 
its sustainable forest management plan, 
considering data from the forest sampling 
inventory, the species and products 
utilized, the timeline for carrying out the 
sustainable forest management plan, 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.2.3, indicators (a) to (d) 

Y 
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among other aspects. 
 
b) evidence that the budget in each new 
annual operating plan (AOP) is compatible 
with the underlying data that led to its 
approval, and that beyond the operating 
costs of forest management, it also 
includes necessary investments and 
compliance with environmental and social 
commitments. 
 
c) evidence that the organization has the 
human resources necessary to carry out 
the activities in each new annual operating 
plan (AOP), as well as to comply with its 
social and environmental commitments. 
 
d) evidence that the economic feasibility of 
the forest management is periodically 
reevaluated, considering the possibilities of 
new species and new markets, as well as 
revenues from other economic activities 
related to all the relevant forest goods and 
services, when applicable. 

7.2 Competence     

7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, 
employees and forest owners shall be provided with sufficient 
information and kept up-to-date through continuous training in 
relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition for 
all management planning and practices described in this 
benchmark. 

Y 3.2.5  

The organization shall ensure that 
workers, and forest owners (when 
applicable) are trained and updated with 
regard to sustainable forest management 
as a prerequisite for planning and for the 
forest management practices described 
in this Standard. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of an ongoing training 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.2.5 (a) and (b) 

Y 
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program for management, workers, and 
forest owners (when applicable) with 
relation to forest management, including: 

- objectives and goals of the sustainable 
forest management plan. 

- procedures and guidance related to the 
various requirements of this Standard, 
including environmental and social 
issues related to forest management. 

- safe working practices and guidelines 
related to the risks involved in work and 
preventative measures. 

- cautions related to areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest. 
b) existence of records of trainings held 
according to the established program in 
order to ensure that the management plan 
and its procedures and guidelines are 
correctly understood and carried out. 

7.3 Communication     

7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and 
consultation with local communities, indigenous peoples and 
other stakeholders relating to sustainable forest management 
shall be provided. 

Y 3.5.3 Criterion 5.3 

The organization shall maintain effective 
communication and consultation with local 
and traditional communities, indigenous 
peoples, and other stakeholders related to 
forest management which also make it 
possible to resolve complaints, conflicts, 
and litigation. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of communication channels 
and procedures that allow effective dialog 
and consultation with local and traditional 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.5.3, indicators (a), (b) and (c)  

Y 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 296 

 

 

communities, indigenous peoples, and 
other stakeholders related to forest 
management. 

7.4 Complaints     

7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in 
place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to forest 
management operations, land use rights and work conditions. 

Y 3.5.3 Criterion 5.3 

The organization shall maintain effective 
communication and consultation with local 
and traditional communities, indigenous 
peoples, and other stakeholders related to 
forest management which also make it 
possible to resolve complaints, conflicts, 
and litigation. 

Indicators: 

b) existence of appropriate mechanisms to 
resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation 
related to forest management operations 
and associated activities. evidence that 
mediation or conciliation was sought to 
resolve such issues, when applicable. 

 

3.1.2 Criterion 1.2 

The organization's rights of ownership and 
of the use of land and forest resources 
and/or land tenure rights shall be clearly 
defined, documented, and established for 
the forest management unit. Similarly, 
legal, customary, and traditional rights 
related to the forest management unit shall 
be identified, recognized, and respected 
according to current legislation and 
applicable treaties and international 
agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: 

The standard meets the requirements 
for communities, indigenous people 
and stakeholders at 3.5.3 (b); for land 
rights at 3.1.2 (f) and workers at 3.1.3 
(h).  

Y 
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f) existence of suitable mechanisms to 
communicate and refer complaints, 
conflicts, and litigation related to the 
organization's rights of ownership, use of 
land and forest resources, and/or land 
tenure rights. 

 

3.1.3 Criterion 1.3 

Laws related to labor, social security, 
taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with 
collective and/or individual agreements, 
collective conventions, and fundamental 
ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

h) existence of appropriate mechanisms to 
resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation 
related to working conditions, labor and 
social security/pension issues, and labor-
related taxes. 

7.5 Documented Information     

7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management 
system shall include documented information required by the 
standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary 
for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management 
system. 

Y 3.2.1 Criterion 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 

 

A requirement for a management 
system is stipulated at 3.6; “The 
organization shall have a system to 
monitor, assess, and critically analyze 
the performance of the sustainable 
forest management system that 
includes environmental, social, and 
economic aspects for continuous 
improvement. The criteria and 
indicators to be met are described in 
items 3.6.1 to 3.6.4.” 

Y 
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7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is 
relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of the 
organisation. 

Y Indicators: 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related 
to maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of 
the forests. 

- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 

- management techniques to be applied. 

- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 

- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 

- roadway/transport system. 

- harvest cycle. 

- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for each 
species/group of species, according to 
legal requirements and forest 
characteristics. 

- surveys of the topography and vegetation 
typologies, as well as the forms and 
distribution of available water resources, 
according to the size of the organization 
and the intensity of forest management 
activities. 

The documented information 
stipulated in 3.6.1 to 3.6.4 includes:  
“monitoring to assess its 
environmental, social, and economic 
performance, in accordance with the 
scale of the organization and its 
management objectives”;  
“The organization shall plan, 
implement, and maintain an internal 
auditing program in order to verify 
compliance with the requirements”; 
“implement activities to address any 
non-conformities identified in order to 
minimize their consequences and 
avoid recurrence” 
“annual management review and 
incorporate the results for continuous 
improvement of the sustainable forest 
management” 
 

Y 
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- letters, maps, and/or sketches, according 
to the intensity of management activities, 
that show: the borders of the forest 
management unit and its subdivisions, the 
resources managed by the organization, 
the infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, locations of 
local and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

- the multiannual plan for pre-harvesting, 
harvesting, and post-harvesting operations 
in order to minimize the negative effects 
caused by harvest of the remaining forest. 

- plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents 
which are appropriate to the risk that these 
events might occur. 

- environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and 
damage to forest ecosystems. 

- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly 
rare, threatened, endemic, and protected 
species. 

- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable for 
the planning, the harvest evaluation, and 
the forest monitoring. 

f) evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is revised to incorporate 
the results of monitoring, when applicable. 

g) evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the organization's size and 
intensity of its forest management activities 
is available to the public and contains 
information about the overall objectives 
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and principles of forest management. 
Confidential information, or sensitive 
information related to the protection of 
cultural sites or natural resources may be 
omitted. 

i) existence of documented procedures for 
the following activities in order to ensure 
that they are carried out as described in 
the sustainable forest management plan: 

- forest inventory and production planning. 

- planning of infrastructure, including 
roadway network, skid trails, and log 
yards. 

- construction and worksite maintenance. 

- forestry activities. 

- harvesting and transport of forest 
production. 

- preparation for and response to 
emergencies and respective contingency 
plans. 

j) evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

8. Operation   

8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon 
cycle 

  

8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to 
maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services and 
maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social 
values of forest resources. 

Y 3.2 - Forest management planning shall 
focus on the health and vitality of forest 
ecosystems in order to maintain and 
expand the economic, ecological, cultural, 
and social value of the forest. Forests shall 
be managed so that this activity helps 
preserve renewable natural resources. The 

The requirements are met at both 3.2 
and 3.3.  

Y 
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criteria and indicators to be met are 
described in items 3.2.1 to 3.2.5 

3.3 - The organization shall manage the 
forest in order to minimize negative effects 
from management activities on 
environmental value. Native ecosystems, 
areas of ecological and social interest, and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. The criteria and indicators to be 
met are described in items 3.3.1 to 3.3.5. 

8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the 
forest resources and the capacity of the forest to store and 
sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium and long 
term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate 
silvicultural measures and preferring techniques that minimise 
adverse impacts on forest resources. 

Y  3.2.2  Criterion 2.2 

 The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

 Indicators: 

d) evidence that the harvesting 
intensity of wood and non-wood forest 
products that are commercially utilized by 
the organization do not exceed the long-
term replacement rates and allow natural 
regeneration to guarantee the quality and 
quantity of the forest resources over the 
long term, according to the plan. 

…. 

3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

Although storage and sequestration of 
carbon is not directly addressed, the 
standard: 

Defines areas of social and ecological 
interest as those that “f) have 
important social roles in protecting 
society, for example in controlling 
erosion, preventing floods, purifying 
water, regulating the climate, 
sequestering carbon, and other 
services that regulate or support the 
ecosystem;” and notes that 
“environmental value” includes 
sequestration of carbon; in which case 
all criteria applying to those ecological 
functions are implied as being 
safeguarded;  

It does require that utilization does not 
exceed replacement at 3.2.2 (d). The 
appropriateness of techniques and 
minimisation of impacts is addressed 
at 3.4.1 (a): “the forest management 
employed is based on the findings of 
research and scientific studies 
conducted in conditions similar to 
those in the forest management unit 
when available, lower-impact 

Y 
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a) evidence that the species diversity, 
typical vegetation, and ecosystem where 
the forest management unit is located are 
recognized. 

b) existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

… 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions. 

management techniques or similar 
approaches shall be utilized  

8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in 
management operations, such as greenhouse gas emission 
reductions and efficient use of resources shall be encouraged. 

Y 3.2.2 Criterion 2.2 

The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that practices which indicate 
efficient and environmentally appropriate 
utilization of the forest resources produced 
are adopted. 

b) evidence that the feasibility of reducing 
and/or utilizing waste from harvested trees 
has been assessed, and that those that 
prove to be technically and economically 
viable and environmentally friendly are 
implemented. 

This is not addressed.  Minor 
NC 

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:   

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and 
legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is 
a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority including consultation with 
affected stakeholders; and 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this 

The requirements are partly met at 
3.3.5 (a).  

Y 
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b) entails a small proportion (no greater than 5 %) of forest type 
within the certified area; and 

Y shall meet prior conditions established to 
add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence of no conversion except for in 
justified circumstances. 

NOTE This indicator does not consider 
conversion to cover activities to install the 
infrastructure necessary to implement and 
carry out the sustainable forest 
management plan such as main and 
secondary roadways, log yards, housing, 
and other infrastructure elements. 

b) evidence that conversion only occurred 
in justified circumstances which: 

- it is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation related to 
land use and forest management, 
including stakeholder consultations, 
offering them chances to participate in 
making the decision on conversion. 

- represents a small portion (no greater 
than 5%) of the managed area. 

- there are no significant negative impacts 
on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially important areas, and important 
habitats for threatened species or other 
protected areas. 

- makes a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social 
benefits. 

c) evidence that, if conversion of 
severely degraded forests into planted 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5. 
The standard partly meets the 
requirements. Although the “no greater 
than 5%” threshold is mentioned, it 
does not specify either forest type, or 
“certified area” and mentions only 
“managed area”. “High carbon stock” 
is not defined or addressed in the 
standard. 

Minor 
NC 

c) does not have negative impacts on ecologically important 
forest areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or other 
protected areas; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) Y 

d) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and  The standard does not provide a 
definition for ‘high carbon stock’nor 
directly address any prohibition on 
high carbon stock areas. .  

Minor 
NC 

e) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and 
social benefits. 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) Y 
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forests is under consideration, this process 
will add economic, ecological, social, 
and/or cultural value. Prerequisites to add 
this value are circumstances in which the 
conversion: 

— is in compliance with national, 
regional, and local policy and legislation 
applicable for land use and forest 
management, including stakeholder 
consultations, offering them chances to 
contribute to the decision-making on 
conversion; 

— does not have significant negative 
impacts on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially significant areas, and important 
habitats of threatened species or other 
protected areas; 

— safeguards protective functions of 
forests for society and other regulating or 
supporting ecosystem services; 

— safeguards socio-economic 
functions of forests, including the 
recreational function and aesthetic values 
of forests and other cultural services; 

— provides evidence that the 
degradation did not result from improper 
forest management processes by the 
same organization; 

— is based on credible evidence 
demonstrating that the area is neither 
recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless in 
justified circumstances where the conversion: 
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a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and 
legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is 
a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this 
shall meet prior conditions established to 
add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence of no conversion except for in 
justified circumstances. 

NOTE This indicator does not consider 
conversion to cover activities to install the 
infrastructure necessary to implement and 
carry out the sustainable forest 
management plan such as main and 
secondary roadways, log yards, housing, 
and other infrastructure elements. 

b) evidence that conversion only occurred 
in justified circumstances which: 

- it is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation related to 
land use and forest management, 
including stakeholder consultations, 
offering them chances to participate in 
making the decision on conversion. 

- represents a small portion (no greater 
than 5%) of the managed area. 

- there are no significant negative impacts 
on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially important areas, and important 

The prohibtions on conversion above 
apply to afforestation also; there is no 
permission given for afforestation to 
occur under the standard.  

Y 
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habitats for threatened species or other 
protected areas. 

- makes a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social 
benefits. 

b) is established based on a decision-making basis where 
affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion through transparent and 
participatory consultation processes; and 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this  
shall meet prior conditions established to 
add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

c) evidence that, if conversion of severely 
degraded forests into planted forests is 
under consideration, this process will add 
economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. Prerequisites to add this 
value are circumstances in which the 
conversion: 

 

- is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation applicable 
for land use and forest management, 
including stakeholder consultations, 
offering them chances to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion; 

The prohibtions on conversion above 
apply to afforestation also; there is no 
permission given for afforestation to 
occur under the standard. 

Y 

c) does not have negative impacts on threatened (including 
vulnerable, rare or endangered) nonforest ecosystems, culturally 
and socially significant areas, important habitats of threatened 
species or other protected areas; and 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this 
shall meet prior conditions established to 

The prohibtions on conversion above 
apply to afforestation also; there is no 
permission given for afforestation to 
occur under the standard. 

Y 
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add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

… 

- there are no significant negative impacts 
on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially important areas, and important 
habitats for threatened species or other 
protected areas. 

d) entails a small proportion of the ecologically important non-
forest ecosystem managed by an organisation; and 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

b) evidence that conversion only 
occurred in justified circumstances which: 

 

— is in compliance with national, 
regional, and local policy and legislation 
related to land use and forest 
management, including stakeholder 
consultations, offering them chances to 
participate in making the decision on 
conversion. 

— represents a small portion (no 
greater than 5%) of the managed area. 

— there are no significant negative 
impacts on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially important areas, and important 
habitats for threatened species or other 
protected areas. 

  

e) does not destroy areas of significantly high carbon stock; and Y  High carbon stock is not defined or 
addressed.  

Minor 
NC 
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— Makes a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social 
benefits.   

f) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and 
social benefits. 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this 
shall meet prior conditions established to 
add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

… 

- makes a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social 
benefits. 

 Y 

8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being considered, it 
must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where 
the conversion: 

  

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and 
legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is 
a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and 

Y 3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this 
shall meet prior conditions established to 
add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 

b) is established based on a decision-making basis where 
affected stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion through transparent and 
participatory consultation processes; and 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 

c) has a positive impact on long-term carbon sequestration 
capacity of forest vegetation; and 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 
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d) does not have negative impacts on ecologically important 
forest areas, culturally and socially significant areas, or other 
protected areas; and 

Y c) evidence that, if conversion of severely 
degraded forests into planted forests is 
under consideration, this process will add 
economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. Prerequisites to add this 
value are circumstances in which the 
conversion: 

- evidence that, if conversion of severely 
degraded forests into planted forests is 
under consideration, this process will add 
economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. Prerequisites to add this 
value are circumstances in which the 
conversion: 

- is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation applicable 
for land use and forest management, 
including stakeholder consultations, 
offering them chances to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion. 

- does not have significant negative 
impacts on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially significant areas, and important 
habitats of threatened species or other 
protected areas. 

- safeguards protective functions of forests 
for society and other regulating or 
supporting ecosystem services. 

- safeguards socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function 
and aesthetic values of forests and other 
cultural services. 

- provides evidence that the degradation 
did not result from improper forest 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 

e) safeguards protective functions of forests for society and other 
regulating or supporting ecosystem services; and 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 

f) safeguards socio-economic functions of forests, including the 
recreational function and aesthetic values of forests and other 
cultural services; and 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 

g) has a land history providing evidence that the degradation is 
not the consequence of deliberate poor forest management 
practices; and 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 

h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating that the area is 
neither recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.5 (c) 

Y 
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management processes by the same 
organization. 

- is based on credible evidence 
demonstrating that the area is neither 
recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

 

NOTE When the planted forests involve a 
single species (monoculture), compliance 
with the ABNT NBR 14789 standard for 
implementing technical forest management 
guidelines is recommended, as well as the 
requirements associated with wood and 
non-wood products from this area. 

8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality   

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest 
ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced and degraded 
forest ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as 
economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures 
and processes and using preventive biological measures. 

Y 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that the species diversity, 
typical vegetation, and ecosystem where 
the forest management unit is located are 
recognized. 

b) existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

c) evidence that the selection of trees for 
harvesting and the harvest intensity for 
each species considers the population 
structure of these species, their resilience, 
and legal requirements. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.2 (a) to (g) 

Y 
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d) evidence that protective measures are 
taken to minimize the impact of 
domesticated animals on biodiversity 
(when applicable). 

e) existence of maps, sketches, or images 
identifying degraded areas in the forest 
management unit, when present. 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions. 

g) evidence that if exotic species are used 
in the forest management unit to recover 
areas, this is only done if the performance 
of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval 
of relevant authorities. In these cases, 
control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native 
species and other negative environmental 
impacts. 

 

NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species.. 

8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and 
structural diversity shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance 
the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to adverse 
environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation 
mechanisms. 

Y 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

The references address this indirectly, 
but an additional appropriate reference 
is at 3.2.1 (h), where operational plans 
and the “goals of the operational plans  
shall include the maintenance, 
conservation, or improvement of 
biodiversity at the landscape, 

Y 
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Indicators: 

a) evidence that the species diversity, 
typical vegetation, and ecosystem where 
the forest management unit is located are 
recognized. 

b) existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

c) evidence that the selection of trees for 
harvesting and the harvest intensity for 
each species considers the population 
structure of these species, their resilience, 
and legal requirements. 

d) evidence that protective measures are 
taken to minimize the impact of 
domesticated animals on biodiversity 
(when applicable). 

e) existence of maps, sketches, or images 
identifying degraded areas in the forest 
management unit, when present. 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions. 

g) evidence that if exotic species are used 
in the forest management unit to recover 
areas, this is only done if the performance 
of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval 
of relevant authorities. In these cases, 
control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native 
species and other negative environmental 
impacts. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

ecosystem, species, and genetic 
levels;  
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to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 

8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to 
regions where fire is an essential tool in forest management for 
regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat management or a 
recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases 
adequate management and control measures shall be taken. 

Y 3.2.1 Criterion 2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 

Indicators: 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

… 

- plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents 
which are appropriate to the risk that these 
events might occur. 

 

Criterion 4.2 

Forest management techniques to protect 
the forests and control exotic species, 
pests, and diseases when necessary, shall 
be adopted. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of a plan to prevent and 
combat fires in the forest management 

The standard meets the PEFC 
requirements at 3.2.1 (b) and 4.2 (a) 
and (b)  

Y 
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unit, including records of fires and 
evidence that they were reported to the 
relevant authorities when required. 

b) existence of measures to control exotic 
plant and animal species that could upset 
the balance between native species within 
the forest management unit, when 
applicable. 

8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management 
practices such as reforestation and afforestation with tree species 
and provenances that are suited to the site conditions or the use 
of tending, harvesting and transport techniques that minimise tree 
and/or soil damages shall be applied. 

Y 3.2.2 Criterion 2.2 

The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that practices which indicate 
efficient and environmentally appropriate 
utilization of the forest resources produced 
are adopted. 

b) evidence that the feasibility of reducing 
and/or utilizing waste from harvested trees 
has been assessed, and that those that 
prove to be technically and economically 
viable and environmentally friendly are 
implemented. 

c) existence of a harvesting plan, where 
non-wood forest products will be traded, 
that follows best practices in sustainable 
forest management and is approved by the 
relevant authorities, where applicable. This 
harvesting plan shall be compatible with 
the activities described in the forest 
management plan and with the use of 
these non-wood forest products by local 
and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

The standard meets the requirements 
in terms of ensuring appropriate 
practices are used, with the references 
cited. In addition to the references 
provided, 3.3.2 meets the 
requirements, for example (g): “The 
integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a 
forest management unit shall be 
recovered or restored, according to 
current legislation. evidence that if 
exotic species are used in the forest 
management unit to recover areas, 
this is only done if the performance of 
these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the 
approval of relevant authorities. In 
these cases, control measures shall 
be established in order to avoid 
imbalances in the native species and 
other negative environmental 
impacts.” 

 

Y 
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d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of 
wood and non-wood forest products that 
are commercially utilized by the 
organization do not exceed the long-term 
replacement rates and allow natural 
regeneration to guarantee the quality and 
quantity of the forest resources over the 
long term, according to the plan. 

 

3.3.1 Criterion 3.1 

The organization shall identify and assess 
environmental value and impacts, 
including defining and implementing 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and 
(when necessary) compensate for these 
impacts 

Indicators: 

e) evidence that the documented 
operational procedures considered 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate negative impacts on 
environmental values. 

 

Criterion 4.3 

 

Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources. 

 

Indicators: 
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a) evidence that construction of 
infrastructure and forest operations are 
carried out as planned in the planning 
stages and in the operational procedures 
and guidelines. 

b) evidence that the infrastructure is 
planned and constructed and the forest 
operations are carried out in a way that 
minimizes damage to ecosystems, 
particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic 
reserves, and also considers the existence 
of endemic, rare, threatened, or 
endangered species or other key species, 
particularly their identified or known 
migration patterns. 

c) evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when 
necessary) soil degradation. Areas 
susceptible to erosion shall be considered, 
and the techniques and machinery utilized 
in the operations shall be adapted to the 
soil, topography, local climate conditions, 
as well as the characteristics of the 
managed forest resources. 

d) evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when 
necessary) adverse effects on water 
resources. the water balance and water 
quality downstream cannot be significantly 
affected by forest operations. 

e) evidence that adequate infrastructure 
such as roadways, bridges, log yards, skid 
trails, and firebreaks is planned, 
constructed, and maintained in a way that 
minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 317 

 

 

and preserves the level and natural 
function of permanent bodies of water. 

f) evidence that when fertilizers are 
applied, procedures exist based on 
technical justifications that consider 
environmental concerns, along with 
evidence of control of their use. The use of 
fertilizers cannot be an alternative to 
adequate management of soil nutrients. 

g) evidence that vehicles, machinery, and 
equipment that use oil-based fuels are 
maintained in a good state of repair to 
control emission of atmospheric pollutants. 

8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of 
waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste 
and litter shall be collected, stored in designated areas and 
removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spillage 
of oil or fuel during forest management operations shall be 
prevented. Emergency procedures for the minimisation of risk of 
environmental harm arising from the accidental spillage shall be 
in place. 

Y 3.4.5 Criterion 4.5 

The organization shall adopt and 
implement an environmentally appropriate 
management plan for solid waste and 
effluents/wastewater in accordance with 
applicable legislation. 

Indicators: 

a) existence that an environmentally 
appropriate management plan for solid 
waste and effluents/wastewater is 
implemented in accordance with applicable 
legislation. 

b) existence of records of environmentally 
appropriate redirection and/or final 
disposal of hazardous waste, in 
accordance with current legislation. 

c) evidence that other liquid and solid 
waste is treated, redirected, or disposed of 
in an environmentally appropriate manner, 
in accordance with current legislation. 

The standard meets the requirements; 
although the “indiscriminate disposal 
of waste on forest land shall be strictly 
avoided” is not included, this is 
nonetheless implied by the indicators, 
as is the requirement for waste being 
“stored”.  

Additional requirements for the 
storage, transport and use of oils and 
fuels are at 3.4.4.  

 

Y 
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d) existence of emergency procedures to 
address spills or leaks of hazardous 
products in order to minimize 
environmental damage. 

8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, 
appropriate silviculture alternatives and other biological measures 
shall be preferred to minimise the use of pesticides. 

Y 3.4.2 Criterion 4.2 

Forest management techniques to protect 
the forests and control exotic species, 
pests, and diseases when necessary, shall 
be adopted. 

Indicators: 

a) existence of a plan to prevent and 
combat fires in the forest management 
unit, including records of fires and 
evidence that they were reported to the 
relevant authorities when required. 

b) existence of measures to control exotic 
plant and animal species that could upset 
the balance between native species within 
the forest management unit, when 
applicable. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 

c) evidence that pesticides are not utilized 
in low-impact management activities in 
tropical native forests in the Amazon 
biome, particularly in order to control exotic 
pest species or diseases. Use in other 
activities associated with the sustainable 
forest management plan (for example on 
infrastructure earthwork slopes, log 
storage areas, to control invasive plants or 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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animals due to edge effect, in fire control)  
shall  only occur on an exceptional basis, 
and shall be preceded by a documented 
justification showing that alternate forestry, 
biological, or physical measures cannot be 
adopted. 

NOTE 2 Native tropical forests, particularly 
in the Amazon biome, are characterized by 
their rich biodiversity and ecological 
balance in which the ecosystem itself 
regulates the development of fungi, 
bacteria, insects, and other living things. 
This balance is natural, and intended to 
perpetuate the biome. The introduce of 
any chemical or even biological agent 
specifically intended to eliminate classes 
or groups of species of living things is 
extremely harmful to its ecological 
balance. 

8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is 
documented. 

Y 3.4.4 Criterion 4.4 

The organization shall establish adequate 
measures for storage, transport, and use 
of pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: 

… 

d) existence of records of pesticide use, 
including but not limited to: 

- trade name and active ingredient. 

- quantity of product applied. 

- dates of application. 

- location and area of application. 

- reason for/target of application. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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- method of application. 

- workers involved in application. 

8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B 
pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, 
except where no other viable alternative is available. Any 
exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall 
be defined in the national/regional standard. 

Y 3.4.4 Criterion 4.4 

The organization shall establish adequate 
measures for storage, transport, and use 
of pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of procedures for adequate, 
minimal pesticide use in line with current 
legislation and internationally accepted 
scientific protocols, when these 
procedures are required on an exceptional 
basis for activities associated with the 
sustainable forest management plan (for 
example: on infrastructure earthwork 
slopes, log storage areas, to control 
invasive plants or animals due to edge 
effects, in fire control). 

b) evidence that except for under 
government order, the organization does 
not use highly toxic pesticides that: 

- are prohibited by current legislation. 

- are prohibited by international 
agreements such as the Stockholm 
Convention, Rotterdam Convention, and 
Montreal Protocol. 

- contain chlorinated hydrocarbons, the 
derivatives of which remain biologically 
active and accumulate in the food chain 
well beyond the intended use. 

- are included in the WHO pesticide 
classifications 1a or 1b. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated 
hydrocarbons whose derivatives remain biologically active and 
accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use, and any 
pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be 
prohibited. 

Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are 
defined in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall 
follow the instructions given by the pesticide producer and be 
implemented with proper equipment by trained personnel. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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c) evidence that when pesticides are 
utilized, the technical recommendations for 
handling, preparation, and application of 
such products are followed. 

… 

e) evidence that the equipment utilized to 
apply pesticides is maintained in suitable 
conditions. 

… 

h) evidence that the workers who handle 
or apply pesticides are trained and carry 
out these tasks while utilizing appropriate 
personal protective equipment. 

8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they 
shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due 
consideration for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an 
alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management. 

Y 3.4.3 Criterion 4.3 

Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources. 

Indicators: 

… 

f) evidence that when fertilizers are 
applied, procedures exist based on 
technical justifications that consider 
environmental concerns, along with 
evidence of control of their use. The use of 
fertilizers cannot be an alternative to 
adequate management of soil nutrients. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)   
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8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to 
produce a range of wood and non-wood forest products and 
services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained. 

Y 3.2.2 Criterion 2.2 

The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of 
wood and non-wood forest products that 
are commercially utilized by the 
organization do not exceed the long-term 
replacement rates and allow natural 
regeneration to guarantee the quality and 
quantity of the forest resources over the 
long term, according to the plan. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance 
shall be pursued, taking into account possibilities for new markets 
and economic activities in connection with all relevant goods and 
services of forests. 

Y 3.2.3 Criterion 2.3 

The organization shall determine and 
provide the resources needed to develop, 
implement, maintain, and continuously 
improve oversight of its sustainable forest 
management system. 

Indicators: 

d) evidence that the economic feasibility of 
the forest management is periodically 
reevaluated, considering the possibilities of 
new species and new markets, as well as 
revenues from other economic activities 
related to all the relevant forest goods and 
services, when applicable. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and 
regeneration operations shall be carried out at a time, and in a 
way, that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for 
example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and 
trees. 

Y 3.3.1 Criterion 3.1 

The organization shall identify and assess 
environmental value and impacts, 
including defining and implementing 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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(when necessary) compensate for these 
impacts. 

Indicators: 

e) evidence that the documented 
operational procedures considered 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate negative impacts on 
environmental values. 

8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood 
and non-wood forest products shall not exceed a rate that can be 
sustained in the long term, and optimum use shall be made of the 
harvested products. 

Y 3.2.2 Criterion 2.2 

The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of 
wood and non-wood forest products that 
are commercially utilized by the 
organization do not exceed the long-term 
replacement rates and allow natural 
regeneration to guarantee the quality and 
quantity of the forest resources over the 
long term, according to the plan. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as 
roads, skid tracks or bridges shall be planned, established and 
maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods and services 
while minimising negative impacts on the environment. 

Y 3.4.3 Criterion 4.3 

Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources. 

Indicators: 

e) evidence that adequate infrastructure 
such as roadways, bridges, log yards, skid 
trails, and firebreaks is planned, 
constructed, and maintained in a way that 
minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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and preserves the level and natural 
function of permanent bodies of water. 

8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems   

8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim 
to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on landscape, 
ecosystem, species and genetic levels. 

Y 3.2.1 Criterion 2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 

Indicators: 

… 

b) Existence of a sustainable forest 
management plan approved by the 
relevant authority that stimulates 
diversified production of goods and 
services in the long term and contains: 

- the objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related 
to maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of 
the forests. 

- management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics. 

- management techniques to be applied. 

- justification of the economic viability of 
the management. 

- technical justification for defining the 
intensity of the forest management 
activities. 

In addition, 3.3.2 (b) requires “b) 
existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity” and at 3.2.1 (h) 
“The goals of the operational plans  
shal include the maintenance, 
conservation, or improvement of 
biodiversity at the landscape, 
ecosystem, species, and genetic 
levels.” 

Y 
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- roadway/transport system. 

- harvest cycle. 

- definition of permitted annual harvest 
volume and minimum diameter for each 
species/group of species, according to 
legal requirements and forest 
characteristics. 

- surveys of the topography and vegetation 
typologies, as well as the forms and 
distribution of available water resources, 
according to the size of the organization 
and the intensity of forest management 
activities. 

- letters, maps, and/or sketches, according 
to the intensity of management activities, 
that show: the borders of the forest 
management unit and its subdivisions, the 
resources managed by the organization, 
the infrastructure, areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest, locations of 
local and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

- the multiannual plan for pre-harvesting, 
harvesting, and post-harvesting operations 
in order to minimize the negative effects 
caused by harvest of the remaining forest. 

- plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents 
which are appropriate to the risk that these 
events might occur. 

- environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and 
damage to forest ecosystems. 

- specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly 
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rare, threatened, endemic, and protected 
species. 

- pre-harvest inventory that is suitable for 
the planning, the harvest evaluation, and 
the forest monitoring. 

8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning 
of forest resources shall identify, protect, conserve or set aside 
ecologically important forest areas. 

Note: This does not prohibit forest management activities that do 
not damage the important ecologic values of those biotopes. 

Y 3.3.4 Criterion 3.4 

Areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest which are recognized for their 
exceptional natural, social, cultural, or 
environmental attributes shall be identified, 
protected, maintained, or improved. 

Indicators: 

c) Existence of measures to protect, 
maintain, or improve relevant areas of 
ecological and social interest in the forest 
management unit. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and 
endangered plant and animal species shall not be exploited for 
commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be 
taken for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their 
population. 

Note: The requirement does not preclude trade according to 
CITES requirements. 

Y 3.3.3 Criterion 3.3 

Measures to identify and protect endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species 
and their habitats are implemented in the 
forest management unit. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence of measures to identify and list 
endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered 
species that occur in the forest 
management unit which are appropriate to 
the scale of the organization. 

b) evidence that endemic, rare, 
threatened, or endangered species are not 
exploited for commercial purposes, except 
when permitted by law. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.3 (b) 

Y 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 327 

 

 

c) evidence that measures are taken to 
protect endemic, rare, threatened, or 
endangered species and their habitats 
within the forest management unit. 

8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be 
ensured through natural regeneration or planting that is adequate 
to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest resources. 

Y Criterion 2.2 

The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

d) evidence that the harvesting intensity of 
wood and non-wood forest products that 
are commercially utilized by the 
organization do not exceed the long-term 
replacement rates and allow natural 
regeneration to guarantee the quality and 
quantity of the forest resources over the 
long term, according to the plan. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and 
afforestation origins of native species that are well-adapted to site 
conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced species, 
provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the 
ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local 
provenances have been scientifically evaluated, and if negative 
impacts can be avoided or minimised. 

Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding 
Principles for the Prevention, Introduction, and Mitigation of 
Impacts of Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or 
Species are recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive 
species. 

Y 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

 

a) evidence that the species 
diversity, typical vegetation, and 
ecosystem where the forest management 
unit is located are recognized. 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.3.2 (g) 

Y 
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management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions. 

g) evidence that if exotic species are used 
in the forest management unit to recover 
areas, this is only done if the performance 
of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval 
of relevant authorities. In these cases, 
control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native 
species and other negative environmental 
impacts. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 

8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and 
other tree planting activities that contribute to the improvement 
and restoration of ecological connectivity shall be promoted. 

Y 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions. 

g) evidence that if exotic species are used 
in the forest management unit to recover 
areas, this is only done if the performance 
of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval 
of relevant authorities. In these cases, 

The standard does not address 
ecological connectivity.  

Minor 
NC 
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control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native 
species and other negative environmental 
impacts. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall 
not be used. 

Note: The restriction on the usage of genetically-modified trees 
has been adopted by the PEFC General Assembly based on the 
Precautionary Principle. Until enough scientific data on 
genetically modified trees indicates that impacts on human and 
animal health and the environment are equivalent to, or more 
positive than, those presented by trees genetically improved by 
traditional methods, no genetically-modified trees will be used. 

Y This standard does not consider forest 
plantations for commercial purposes, 
which is set by ABNT NBR 14789.  

3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions.  

g) evidence that if exotic species are used 
in the forest management unit to recover 
areas, this is only done if the performance 
of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval 
of relevant authorities. In these cases, 
control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native 
species and other negative environmental 
impacts. 

The standard does not include a 
prohibition on genetically modified 
trees.  

Minor 
NC 

8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and 
vertical structures and the diversity of species such as mixed 
stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The practices shall 
also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity. 

Y The standard does not address the 
requirements.  

Minor 
NC 
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NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 

3.2.1 Criterion 2.1 
 
Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan 
approved by the relevant authority and 
other documentation associated with forest 
management, considering different uses, 
scales, and functions of the managed 
forest area. 
Indicators: 
… 
h) existence of annual operation plans 
approved by the relevant authority that 
specify the forest management operations 
that will be carried out during the period. 
The goals of the operational plans  shal 
include the maintenance, conservation, or 
improvement of biodiversity at the 
landscape, ecosystem, species, and 
genetic levels. 

8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management 
practices that create valuable ecosystems on appropriate sites 
shall be supported, where appropriate. 

Y Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

The requirement is met at 3.5.3 (d) 
“traditional management practices that 
create valuable ecosystems in 
appropriate locations are supported, 
when relevant.” 

Y 

8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting 
operations shall be conducted in a way that does not cause 
lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical 

Y See 3.2.1 (b) “the multiannual plan for 
pre-harvesting, harvesting, and post-
harvesting operations in order to 
minimize the negative effects caused 

Y 
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measures shall be taken to maintain or improve biological 
diversity. 

a) evidence that the species diversity, 
typical vegetation, and ecosystem where 
the forest management unit is located are 
recognized. 

b) existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

c) evidence that the selection of trees for 
harvesting and the harvest intensity for 
each species considers the population 
structure of these species, their resilience, 
and legal requirements. 

d) evidence that protective measures are 
taken to minimize the impact of 
domesticated animals on biodiversity 
(when applicable). 

e) existence of maps, sketches, or images 
identifying degraded areas in the forest 
management unit, when present. 

f) evidence of activities to recover 
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques 
adapted to the local conditions. 

g) evidence that if exotic species are used 
in the forest management unit to recover 
areas, this is only done if the performance 
of these exotic species exceeds that of 
native species, and only with the approval 
of relevant authorities. In these cases, 
control measures shall be established in 
order to avoid imbalances in the native 
species and other negative environmental 
impacts. 

NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 

by harvest of the remaining forest “ 
3.4.1 (a) “forest management 
employed is based on the findings of 
research and scientific studies 
conducted in conditions similar to 
those in the forest management unit 
when available, lower-impact 
management techniques or similar 
approaches shall be utilized”; 3.4.2 
“Forest management techniques to 
protect the forests and control exotic 
species, pests, and diseases when 
necessary, shall be adopted”; 3.4.3 (c) 
“evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when 
necessary) soil degradation 

 

8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned 
and constructed in a way that minimizes damage to ecosystems, 
especially to rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and 
genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key species 
– in particular their migration patterns – into consideration. 

Y See 3.4.3 “Construction of 
infrastructure and forest operations 
shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources (b) evidence that the 
infrastructure is planned and 
constructed and the forest operations 
are carried out in a way that minimizes 
damage to ecosystems, particularly 
rare, sensitive, or representative 
ecosystems and genetic reserves, and 
also considers the existence of 
endemic, rare, threatened, or 
endangered species or other key 
species, particularly their identified or 
known migration patterns. 

Y 

8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to 
management objectives, measures shall be taken to control the 

Y See 3.3.2 The integrity of native 
ecosystems and biodiversity shall be 

Y 
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pressure of animal populations on forest regeneration and growth 
as well as on biodiversity. 

ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 

maintained or improved. Degraded 
areas within a forest management unit 
shall be recovered or restored, 
according to current legislation (d) 
protective measures are taken to 
minimize the impact of domesticated 
animals on biodiversity (when 
applicable); 3.4.2 : Forest 
management techniques to protect the 
forests and control exotic species, 
pests, and diseases when necessary, 
shall be adopted. b) existence of 
measures to control exotic plant and 
animal species that could upset the 
balance between native species within 
the forest management unit, when 
applicable. 

8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, 
hollow trees, old groves and rare tree species shall be left in 
quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard biological 
diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the health and 
stability of forests and on surrounding ecosystems. 

N 3.3.3 Criterion 3.3 

Measures to identify and protect endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species 
and their habitats are implemented in the 
forest management unit. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence of measures to identify and list 
endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered 
species that occur in the forest 
management unit which are appropriate to 
the scale of the organization. 

b) evidence that endemic, rare, 
threatened, or endangered species are not 
exploited for commercial purposes, except 
when permitted by law. 

c) evidence that measures are taken to 
protect endemic, rare, threatened, or 

Although rare species are addressed, 
dead wood, hollow trees and old 
groves are not addressed.  

Minor 
NC 
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endangered species and their habitats 
within the forest management unit. 

8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and 
water) 

  

8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for 
society, such as their potential role in erosion control, flood 
prevention, water purification, climate regulation, carbon 
sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem 
services shall be maintained or enhanced. 

Y 3.3.2 Criterion 3.2 

The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that the species diversity, 
typical vegetation, and ecosystem where 
the forest management unit is located are 
recognized. 

b) existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

 

3.3.5 Criterion 3.5 

Conversion of land use by replacing 
natural ecosystems shall not occur except 
when justified. If severely degraded forests 
are converted into planted forests, this 
shall meet prior conditions established to 
add economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. 

Indicators: 

c) evidence that, if conversion of severely 
degraded forests into planted forests is 
under consideration, this process will add 
economic, ecological, social, and/or 
cultural value. Prerequisites to add this 

The standard recognises the 
protective function of forests in the 
definitions at 2.4 (f) where “areas of 
relevant ecological and social interest” 
include places that “have important 
social roles in protecting society, for 
example in controlling erosion, 
preventing floods, purifying water, 
regulating the climate, sequestering 
carbon, and other services that 
regulate or support the ecosystem”. 
This is further addressed at 3.3.4 
Areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest which are recognized for their 
exceptional natural, social, cultural, or 
environmental attributes shall be 
identified, protected, maintained, or 
improved. 

 

 

Y 
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value are circumstances in which the 
conversion: 

- is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation applicable 
for land use and forest management, 
including stakeholder consultations, 
offering them chances to contribute to the 
decision-making on conversion; 

- does not have significant negative 
impacts on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and 
socially significant areas, and important 
habitats of threatened species or other 
protected areas; 

- safeguards protective functions of forests 
for society and other regulating or 
supporting ecosystem services; 

- safeguards socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function 
and aesthetic values of forests and other 
cultural services; 

- provides evidence that the degradation 
did not result from improper forest 
management processes by the same 
organization; 

- is based on credible evidence 
demonstrating that the area is neither 
recovered nor in the process of recovery. 

8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and 
recognised protective functions for society shall be mapped, and 
forest management plans and operations shall ensure the 
maintenance or enhancement of these functions. 

Y 3.3.4 Criterion 3.4 

Areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest which are recognized for their 
exceptional natural, social, cultural, or 

See 3.3.4 Indicators: 

a) Evidence of assessment to 
identify areas of relevant ecological 
and social interest (see 2.4) in the 

Y 
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environmental attributes shall be identified, 
protected, maintained, or improved. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence of assessment to identify 
areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest (see 2.4) in the forest 
management unit, including 
characterization and mapping 

b) Evidence that stakeholder and/or 
specialists were consulted in the process 
of assessing areas of relevant ecological 
and social interest in the forest 
management unit 

c) Existence of measures to protect, 
maintain, or improve relevant areas of 
ecological and social interest in the forest 
management unit 

d) Identification of conservation units 
present in the area influenced by the 
operations, including assessment of the 
existence of operational and/or legal 
restrictions and how they apply to the 
forest management unit, when applicable. 

forest management unit, including 
characterization and mapping 

c) Existence of measures to 
protect, maintain, or improve relevant 
areas of ecological and social interest 
in the forest management unit. 

8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to 
forestry operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as 
well as in areas where operations might lead to excessive erosion 
of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the machinery 
used shall be suitable for such areas. Special measures shall be 
taken to minimise the pressure of animal populations on these 
areas. 

Y 8.5.3 Criterion 4.3 

Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources. 

Indicators: 

c) evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when 
necessary) soil degradation. Areas 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.4.3 (c) 

Y 

8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to 
forestry operations in forest areas with water protection functions 
to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity of water 
resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful 
substances or inappropriate silvicultural practices influencing 

Y The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.4.3 (d) and (f) 

Y 
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water quality in a harmful way shall be avoided. Downstream 
water balance and water quality shall not be significantly affected 
by the operations. 

susceptible to erosion shall be considered, 
and the techniques and machinery utilized 
in the operations shall be adapted to the 
soil, topography, local climate conditions, 
as well as the characteristics of the 
managed forest resources. 

d) evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, 
minimizes, and mitigates (when 
necessary) adverse effects on water 
resources. the water balance and water 
quality downstream cannot be significantly 
affected by forest operations. 

e) evidence that adequate infrastructure 
such as roadways, bridges, log yards, skid 
trails, and firebreaks is planned, 
constructed, and maintained in a way that 
minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, 
and preserves the level and natural 
function of permanent bodies of water. 

 

3.6.1 Criterion 6.1 

The organization shall conduct monitoring 
to assess its environmental, social, and 
economic performance, in accordance with 
the scale of the organization and its 
management objectives. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that environmental, social, and 
economic aspects to be monitored by the 
organization have been defined. 

b) existence of indicators and goals related 
to the monitored environmental, social, 
and economic aspects, with frequency and 
intensity that are in line with the scale of 
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the organization and the management 
objectives. 

8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges 
and other infrastructure shall be carried out in a manner that 
minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into 
watercourses and preserves the natural level and function of 
water courses and river beds. Proper road drainage facilities shall 
be installed and maintained. 

Y 3.4.3 Criterion 4.3 

Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that construction of 
infrastructure and forest operations are 
carried out as planned in the planning 
stages and in the operational procedures 
and guidelines. 

b) evidence that the infrastructure is 
planned and constructed and the forest 
operations are carried out in a way that 
minimizes damage to ecosystems, 
particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic 
reserves, and also considers the existence 
of endemic, rare, threatened, or 
endangered species or other key species, 
particularly their identified or known 
migration patterns. 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.4.3 (a) and (b). 

Drainage is not directly addressed.  

Minor 
NC 

8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions   

8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning 
shall aim to respect all socio-economic functions of forests. 

Y 3.5.1 Criterion 5.1 

The organization shall identify and assess 
the environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders. The impacts on 
these values shall be identified and 
assessed, and measures to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 

The standard meets the requirements 
at 3.5.1 (b) evidence that the 
environmental, social, and economic 
values are identified and assessed, 
considering stakeholder needs and 
expectations. This assessment  shall 
include values that could be affected 
by the forest management and 
associated activities, and  shall be 

Y 
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compensate for these impacts shall be 
defined and implemented. 

Indicators: 

d) evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to avoid, 
minimize, and (when necessary) 
compensate for negative impacts on the 
environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders as a result of forest 
management and associated activities. 

conducted at a detail level and 
frequency compatible with the scale of 
the organization and the intensity and 
risk of management activities.” 

8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to 
forests for the purpose of recreation shall be provided, taking into 
account respect for ownership rights, safety and the rights of 
others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as well 
as compatibility with other functions of the forest. 

Y 3.1.2 Criterion 1.2 

The organization's rights of ownership and 
of the use of land and forest resources 
and/or land tenure rights shall be clearly 
defined, documented, and established for 
the forest management unit. Similarly, 
legal, customary, and traditional rights 
related to the forest management unit shall 
be identified, recognized, and respected 
according to current legislation and 
applicable treaties and international 
agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: 

g) Evidence that areas customarily used 
for recreation within the forest 
management unit are recognized, and 
when present, that public access is 
permitted, respecting rights of ownership, 
safety limits, rights of third parties, and the 
effects on forest resources and 
ecosystems, as well as compatibility with 
the forest's other functions. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific 
historical, cultural or spiritual significance and areas fundamental 
to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples and local 

Y 3.3.4 Criterion 3.4 

Areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest which are recognized for their 

2.4 defines “areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest”, which 
includes “historical, archaeological, 

Y 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 339 

 

 

communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or 
managed in a way that takes due regard of the significance of the 
site. 

exceptional natural, social, cultural, or 
environmental attributes shall be identified, 
protected, maintained, or improved. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence of assessment to identify 
areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest (see 2.4) in the forest 
management unit, including 
characterization and mapping 

b) Evidence that stakeholder and/or 
specialists were consulted in the process 
of assessing areas of relevant ecological 
and social interest in the forest 
management unit 

c) Existence of measures to protect, 
maintain, or improve relevant areas of 
ecological and social interest in the forest 
management unit. 

cultural, or spiritual significance, as 
well as areas that are essential to 
meet the needs of indigenous peoples 
and local communities (such as health 
or subsistence).” 

8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the 
long-term health and well-being of communities within or adjacent 
to the forest management area, where appropriate supported by 
engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples. 

Y 3.5.2 Criterion 5.2 

The organization's relationships with local 
and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples shall value traditional 
knowledge and raise awareness about 
sustainable use of natural resources. 

The organization shall consider the role of 
its activities in local economies and 
promote activities that contribute to the 
health, well-being, and environmental 
education of its workers, and when viable, 
of local and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

Indicators: 

a) evidence that when natural resources 
from the management unit are utilized by 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of 
forest-related experience and traditional knowledge, innovations 
and practices such as those of forest owners, NGOs, local 
communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge shall be 
encouraged. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due 
regard to the role of forestry in local economies. Special 
consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training and 
employment of local people, including indigenous peoples. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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local and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples, the organization 
promotes or collaborates in activities to 
raise awareness about the sustainable use 
of these resources in order to minimize 
environmental impacts. 

b) evidence that the intellectual property of 
these traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples, when utilized by the 
organization for commercial purposes, is 
compensated as agreed between the 
parties and in accordance with legal 
requirements. 

NOTE The expression "intellectual 
property of traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples" is considered in this 
Standard in a broad sense and not 
interpreted strictly (with official registration 
of intellectual property). 

c) Evidence that forest-related experience, 
traditional knowledge, innovation, and 
practices are shared with stakeholders by 
the organization via engagement efforts, 
utilized in the most appropriate manner, 
and that their sharing is encouraged, when 
applicable 

d) evidence that traditional management 
practices that create valuable ecosystems 
in appropriate locations are supported, 
when relevant. 

e) evidence that local communities, 
including indigenous peoples, are 
considered when employment and training 
opportunities are available in various forest 
management activities. 
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f) evidence that local providers of products 
and services are prioritized in order to 
stimulate the regional economy. 

g) existence of activities that encourage 
worker health, literacy, safety, and 
hygiene, which can also be accessed by 
their direct dependents, according to the 
size of the organization. When feasible, 
these activities  shall be extended to local 
and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

h) existence of environmental education 
programs implemented with the workers, in 
accordance with the size of the 
organization. When feasible, these 
programs  shall be extended to local and 
traditional communities and indigenous 
peoples. 

8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall 
contribute to research activities and data collection needed for 
sustainable forest management or support relevant research 
activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate. 

Y 3.4.1 Criterion 4.1 

The organization shall implement forest 
management utilizing technologies and 
information that area appropriate to local 
characteristics. 

Indicators: 

c) evidence that the forest management 
contributes to research activities and data 
collection required for sustainable forest 
management, or supports relevant 
research activities conducted by other 
organizations, when applicable. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

9. Performance evaluation   

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation   
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9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources 
and evaluation of their management, including ecological, social 
and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results 
fed back into the planning process. 

Y 3.6.1  
 
The organization shall conduct 
monitoring to assess its environmental, 
social, and economic performance, in 
accordance with the scale of the 
organization and its management 
objectives. 
 

Indicators: 
 
a) evidence that environmental, social, and 
economic aspects to be monitored by the 
organization have been defined. 
 
b) existence of indicators and goals related 
to the monitored environmental, social, and 
economic aspects, with frequency and 
intensity that are in line with the scale of 
the organization and the management 
objectives. 
 
c) existence of monitoring for pending 
administrative and legal issues related to 
the organization's compliance with 
legislation, including planned and executed 
activities as well as time frames for 
execution. 
 
d) existence of monitoring (of documents 
and in the field) related to compliance with 
labor law, including collective or individual 
agreements and collective conventions, 
which apply to the workers that carry out 
activities in the forest management unit. 
 
e) existence of monitoring (of documents 
and in the field) related to compliance with 
legislation and regulatory standards related 

The standard meets the 
requirements.  

Y 

9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall 
be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors 
that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, 
such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and 
damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest 
management operations. 

Y The standard partly meets the 
requirements (g) to (k), but this is in 
general terms and should be made 
more specific.  

Minor 
NC 

9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of 
the forest owner/manager and included in forest management, 
the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and 
fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled. 

Y The standard meets the 
requirements.(h) 

Y 

9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions shall be 
regularly monitored and adapted as necessary. 

Y The standard meets the 
requirements.(e)  

Y 
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to workplace health and safety which apply 
to the workers that carry out activities in 
the forest management unit. 
 
f) existence of monitoring of the 
effectiveness of the mechanisms to protect 
against and control illegal and 
unauthorized activities, inducing recording 
incidents of such activities in the forest 
management unit. 
 
g) existence of monitoring forest growth 
and productivity, as well as control of the 
production of wood products managed by 
the organization. 
 
h) existence of monitoring of productivity 
and control of non-wood products 
managed by the organization 
 
i) existence of monitoring of the efficacy of 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant negative 
environmental impacts caused by the 
forest management activity and associated 
activities. 
 
j) existence of monitoring of measures to 
protect, maintain, or improve areas of 
relevant ecological and social interest. 
 
k) existence of monitoring for the presence 
of exotic plant and animal species that 
could upset the balance between native 
species within the forest management unit, 
when applicable. 
 
NOTE The guiding principles of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
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to prevent, introduce, and diminish the 
impacts of exotic species that threaten 
ecosystems, habitats, or species are 
recognized guidelines for preventing 
invasive species. 
 
l) existence of monitoring of the efficacy of 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant negative social 
and economic impacts caused by the 
forest management activity and associated 
activities. 

9.2 Internal audit   

9.2.1 Objectives 

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide information on whether the 
management system 

  

a) conforms to 

• the organisation’s requirements for its management system; 

• the requirements of the national sustainable forest management 
standard 

Y 3.6.2 a) 

The organization shall plan, implement, 
and maintain an internal auditing program 
in order to verify compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard 

Indicator: 
 
a) existence of an internal auditing 
program in order to verify compliance 
with this Standard that is in line with the 
scale of the organization and the 
intensity of management activities, 
including: 
 
- frequency. 
- methods. 
- responsibilities. 
- criteria and scope. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) is effectively implemented and maintained. Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires that the organisation shall: 

  

a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an audit 
programme(s) including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, 
planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into 
consideration the importance of the processes concerned and the 
results of previous audits; 

Y 3.6.2  

The organisation shall plan, implement, 
and maintain an internal auditing program 
in order to verify compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard 

Indicators: 

a) existence of an internal auditing 
program in order to verify compliance 
with this Standard that is in line with the 
scale of the organization and the 
intensity of management activities, 
including: 
 
- frequency. 
- methods. 
- responsibilities. 
- criteria and scope.. 
 
b) evidence that the internal auditing 
program is planned, implemented, and 
maintained. 
 
c) evidence that the results of previous 
audits are considered. 
 
d) evidence that the audit process is 
conducted in an objective and impartial 
manner. 
 
e) evidence that the results of the internal 
audits are documented and reported to the 
relevant management. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) define the audit criteria and scope for each audit; Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure objectivity and 
the impartiality of the audit process; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

d) ensure that the results of the audits are reported to relevant 
management; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

e) retain documented information as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme and the audit results. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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9.3 Management review   

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include   

a) the status of actions from previous management reviews; Y 3.6.4 a), b) and c) 

The organization shall conduct annual 
management review and incorporate the 
results for continuous improvement of the 
sustainable forest management. 
 
Indicators: 
 
a) evidence that the organization's      
top management promotes annual 
management review . 

b) evidence that the management review 
consider: 

- the status of activities in prior 
management review . 
 
- changes in external and internal issues 
that are relevant for the sustainable forest 
management system. 
 
- information about the organization's 
environmental, social, and economic 
performance, including trends in: 

● non-conformites and corrective 
measures. 
● monitoring results. 
● audit findings. 

 
- opportunities for continuous 
improvement. 
 
c) evidence that the results of 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the 
management system; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

c) information on the organisation’s performance, including trends 
in: 

• nonconformities and corrective actions; 

• monitoring and measurement results; 

• audit results; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

d) opportunities for continual improvement Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management 
review shall include decisions related to continual improvement 
opportunities and any need for changes to the management 
system. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as 
evidence of the results of management reviews shall be retained. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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management review  include decisions 
related to continuous improvement and the 
need for changes in the management 
system and execution of forest 
management and associated activities. 
 
d) evidence that the results of the 
management review are documented and 
maintained. 
 
e) evidence that compliance, improvement, 
and efficacy of the sustainable forest 
management system are continuously 
improved. 

10. Improvement   

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action   

10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall:   

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: 

i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences; 

Y 3.6.3  

The organization shall implement activities 
to address any non-conformities identified 
in order to minimize their consequences 
and avoid recurrence. 

 
Indicators: 
 
a) evidence that appropriate measures 
are taken to control, correct, and mitigate 
(when applicable) damage caused by 
any identified non-conformities. 
 
b) evidence that the identified non-
conformities are analyzed in order to: 
 
- determine causes. 
 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causes of the 
nonconformity, in order that it does not 

recur or occur elsewhere, by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or could potentially 
occur; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

c) implement any action needed; Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken; Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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e) make changes to the management system, if necessary. Y - determine whether similar non-
conformities exist or could occur. 
 
- determine appropriate corrective 
measures to eliminate the identified 
causes in order to avoid recurrence of 
the non-conformity. 
 
c) evidence that corrective measures 
defined to eliminate the identified causes 
were implemented and their 
effectiveness analysed. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be 
appropriate to the effects of the nonconformities encountered. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of:   

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions 
taken; 

Y 3.6.3 d)  

The organization shall implement activities 
to address any non-conformities identified 
in order to minimize their consequences 
and avoid recurrence. 

Indicator: 

d) documented evidence of the non-
conformities identified, the corrective 
measures implemented, and their results. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) the results of any corrective action. Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and 
effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system and 
the sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

Y 3.6.4 e) 

The organization shall conduct an annual 
management review and incorporate the 
results for continuous improvement of 
sustainable forest management. 

Indicator: 

e) Evidence that compliance, 
improvement, and efficacy of the 
sustainable forest management system 
are continuously improved. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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PLANTATION STANDARD  

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

Context of the national standard and the organisations applying a PEFC endorsed standard   

4.1 General 

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forest management 
standards shall: 

  

a) include management and performance 
requirements that are applicable at the forest 
management unit level, or at another level as 
appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all 
requirements is achieved at the forest management 
unit level; 

Note: An example of a situation where a 
requirement can be defined as being at another 
level (e.g. group/regional) is monitoring of forest 
health. Through monitoring of forest health at 
regional level, and communicating of results at the 
FMU level, the objective of the requirement is met 
without the necessity to carry out the individual 
monitoring of each forest management unit. 

Y 3.1 

The organization shall be guided by attitudes and 
actions that ensure compliance with federal, state, 
and municipal laws and international agreements, 
treaties, and conventions ratified by the country 
that are applicable to forest management, as well 
as applicable requirements for assessing 
compliance. 

The organization shall comply with laws applicable 
to forest management issues such as protecting 
nature and the environment, threatened and 
protected species, rights of ownership, use of land 
and forest resources and/or land tenure rights by 
the organization, as well as the legal, customary, 
and traditional rights of indigenous peoples and 
traditional and local communities and other 
affected stakeholders. Laws related to labor, 
social security, taxes, and workplace health and 
safety shall be complied with, along with collective 
and/or individual agreements, collective 
conventions, and fundamental ILO conventions. 

The organization shall protect the forest in order to 
prevent illegal or unauthorized activities. 

The standard defines FMU at 2.44 “an area 
subject to evaluation of compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard, defined for the 
purpose of good management practices in 
social, environmental, and economic terms.” 

At 3, the standard states: “A criterion is 
considered to be implemented when 
compliance with its respective indicators is 
demonstrated. A principle is considered to be 
implemented when all of its respective criteria 
are confirmed to have been met. Finally, 
sustainable forest management according to 
this Standard is considered to be implemented 
when all the principles are confirmed to have 
been implemented.” 

The standard does not make the scope of the 
application clear to cover native forests or 
plantation forests. It is clear that under the 
Forest Code Law 12,651 of 2012), native 
forestry is only permitted once licensed by 
Sisnama (the regulator), and the granting of a 
Sustainable Forest Management Plan (PMFS -
- Plano de Manejo Florestal Sustentável). The 
PMFS must meet certain criteria under Article 
31.  

Planted forests are only permitted outside of 
Permanent Preservation Areas, and Legal 

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

Reserves (Article 32), and on agricultural land 
(e.g. Presidential Decree No. 8,375 OF 
December 11, 2014).  

Although Brazilian laws and regulation clearly 
define and differentiate plantation and native 
forestry, this should nonetheless be defined 
within the standard, and/or explained in system 
documentation to meet the requirements of 4.1 
i) (see below). 

b) be clear, performance based and auditable; Y 3.6.2 D) 

The organization shall plan, implement, and 
maintain an internal auditing program in order to 
verify compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard 

d) evidence that the audit process is 
conducted in an objective and impartial manner 

 

3 also defines the overall structure of the 
principles, criteria and indicators. The structure 
of the standard follows this, with indicators that 
are clear, performance-based and auditable, 
and defined as with qualitative and 
quantitative. This is elaborated at 2.23 in the 
definition of indicator: “quantitative or 
qualitative parameter that makes it possible to 
objectively and unambiguously assess the 
characteristics of a forest ecosystem or related 
social system, or which describes elements of 
forest management and the productive 
processes conducted within this ecosystem.” 

Y 

c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the 
defined forest area who have an impact on 
achieving compliance with the requirements; 

Y 3Compliance with each criterion is determined by 
assessing compliance with a group of specific 
indicators, which can be quantitative or qualitative. 

In this way, a hierarchy of the principles, criteria, 
and indicators is defined (see Figure 1) that 
establishes monitoring and demonstrates 
good forest management and serves as a 
reference for assessing the quality of forest 
management. 

There is no clear statement within the standard  
or in the references provided that actually 
states who the standard is applicable to, e.g. 
forestry operators. However, the definition of 
organization (2.28: organization: company, 
corporation, firm, business, or institution, or 
any part of combination of these, public or 
private, anonymous or limited partnership, or 
with any other type of bylaws, with its own 
administrative structure and functions.” In 
conjunction with “3.1.5 The organization shall 
possess a public commitment to perform 
sustainable forest management according to 

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

the applicable requirements for assessing 
compliance” would indicate that the standard 
meets the requirements.  

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence of 
compliance with the requirements of the forest 
management standards; 

Y 3.2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable 
forest management plan drafted according to 
applicable legislation, documented, and updated, 
which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity of 
management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities 
related to compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard are continuously identified and 
considered in forest management according to the 
size, intensity of management activities, and scale 
of operations, considering changes in the current 
scenario. 

b) Evidence that management planning is 
intended to maintain, preserve, or improve 
biodiversity in the landscape, ecosystem, species, 
and genetic levels. 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 

Compliance with all indicators (as in literally 
every indicator) within the standard requires 
either documented evidence of, of the 
existence of planning documentation, 
management records and review 
documentation. This has been checked 
against all indicators within the standard 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

 — Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 

— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 

d) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan was drafted and is monitored 
by a qualitied professional 

e) Evidence that the parties responsible for 
the sustainable forest management plan are 
clearly defined and identified 

f) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is reviewed periodically, at 
intervals compatible with the frequency of 
monitoring and modifications in the organization' 
management 

g) Evidence that the monitoring data are 
incorporated into the sustainable forest 
management plan 

h) Evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the scope, organization's size, and 
intensity of forest management activities is 
available to the public and contains information 
about the overall objectives and principles of 
forest management. Confidential information, or 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

sensitive information related to the protection of 
cultural sites or natural resources may be omitted. 

i) Existence of documented procedures for 
the following activities in order to ensure that they 
are carried out as described in the sustainable 
forest management plan: 

— Selection and location of areas for 
plantations and transport network 

— Seedling production 

— Establishment 

— Reform 

— Forestry activities 

— Clearing and maintenance of roadways 

— Harvesting and transport of forest 
production 

j) Evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another system 
specific claim, as claim to be used to communicate 
the origin of products in an area covered by the 
standard to customers with a PEFC chain of 
custody; 

Note: System specific claims of PEFC endorsed 
standards and PEFC Council approved 
abbreviations of such claims and the claim “100% 
PEFC certified”, and their translations into 
languages other than English, are published online 
on the PEFC website www.pefc.org. 

Y/N 3.2.4 D) 

A procedure shall be implemented to track the 
flow of forest production from the assessed forest 
management unit, from its origin until transfer of 
ownership. 

a) Existence of sales and/or delivery 
documentation for commercialized goods from the 
assessed forest management unit that includes 
the following data 

— Client identification 

The standard meets the requirements, with the 
specification identified at PEFC Brazil 
procedure SG 03.01 12. 

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

— Supplier identification 

— Identification of each product, including 
common name and scientific (species) name 

— Quantity delivered for each product 
covered by the documentation 

— Date document was issued 

— Claim for each product from the 
assessed forest management unit included in the 
aforementioned documentation 

— Code pertaining to the supplier’s forest 
management unit certification; 

 

PEFC Brazil procedure SG 03.01: 

12.  Additional requirements for use of PEFC 
trademarks  

The requirements described here are based on 
PEFC ST 2001 PEFC Trademarks Rules and 
PEFC certification standards for forest 
management and chain of custody. 

12.1 Only PEFC certified products under an 
approved certification scope should be claim as 
such. Sales and/or delivery documents for 
products commercialized as certified must include 
at least the following information: 

a) the PEFC claim for each certified 
product. For forest management the declaration is 
100% PEFC Certified. Chain of custody includes 
other claims as defined in this document. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

b) the numbering of the certificate of 
conformity corresponding to the origin (certified 
organization or forest management unit(s)). 

f) require that where owners/managers of forests 
are selling products from areas other than covered 
by the standard, only products from areas covered 
by the standard are sold with the claim “100% 
PEFC-certified” or a system specific claim; 

Y/N 3.2.4 E) 

A procedure shall be implemented to track the 
flow of forest production from the assessed forest 
management unit, from its origin until transfer of 
ownership. 

e) Evidence that only products from the 
assessed forest management unit were 
commercialized with the respective claim. 

 

PEFC Brazil procedure SG 03.01: 

12.  Additional requirements for use of PEFC 
trademarks  

The requirements described here are based on 
PEFC ST 2001 PEFC Trademarks Rules and 
PEFC certification standards for forest 
management and chain of custody. 

12.1 Only PEFC certified products under an 
approved certification scope should be claim as 
such. Sales and/or delivery documents for 
products commercialized as certified must include 
at least the following information: 

a) the PEFC claim for each certified 
product. For forest management the declaration is 
100% PEFC Certified. Chain of custody includes 
other claims as defined in this document. 

As above, 12.1 “Only PEFC certified products 
under an approved certification scope should 
be claim as such.” Compliance is delivered at 
3.2.4 e).  

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

b) the numbering of the certificate of 
conformity corresponding to the origin (certified 
organization or forest management unit(s)). 

g) require that claims on the origin of products in an 
area covered by the standard are only made by 
forest owners/managers covered by a PEFC 
recognised certificate issued against the standard; 

Y 3.2.4 E) 

A procedure shall be implemented to track the 
flow of forest production from the assessed forest 
management unit, from its origin until transfer of 
ownership. 

e) Evidence that only products from the 
assessed forest management unit were 
commercialized with the respective claim. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

h) specify requirements concerning the information 
which need to be provided to a PEFC chain of 
custody certified customer; 

Y 3.2.4 B) e D) 

A procedure shall be implemented to track the 
flow of forest production from the assessed forest 
management unit, from its origin until transfer of 
ownership. 

b) Existence of procedures to identify, store, 
separate, and track forest production from the 
assessed forest management unit, from its origin 
until transfer of ownership 

d) Existence of sales and/or delivery 
documentation for commercialized goods from the 
assessed forest management unit that includes 
the following data 

— Client identification 

— Supplier identification 

— Identification of each product, including 
common name and scientific (species) name 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements, 
and specifies the requirements accordingly.  

Y 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

— Quantity delivered for each product 
covered by the documentation 

— Date document was issued 

— Claim for each product from the 
assessed forest management unit included in the 
aforementioned documentation 

— Code pertaining to the supplier’s forest 
management unit certification 

i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if 
requirements of this benchmark are not reflected in 
the regional, national or sub-national standard, 
because they are already addressed through the 
legislation. 

Y 3.1.1 

The organization shall carry out activities related 
to establishing and managing its forests in 
accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of procedures to identify and 
access laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management and 
determine how these obligations apply to the 
organization 

b) Existence of records providing 
compliance with legislation, agreements, treaties, 
and conventions applicable to forest management 

c) Evidence that the organization respects 
human rights as defined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 

d) Existence of anti-corruption mechanisms 
in line with existing legislation, as well as evidence 
of implementation and corrective measures (when 
necessary) 

The standard makes a considerable number of 
references to national and other regulation 
throughout the text and for a number of 
specific requirements. These are listed below. 
There is no overview of the legislation that is 
applicable to these requirements, and it should 
be provided, potentially in an Annex or 
guidance document.. 

Minor 
NC 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders   

The standard requires that the organisation shall determine:   

a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to the 
sustainable forest management; 

Y 3.5.1  

The organization shall identify and assess the 
environmental, social, and economic values for 
stakeholders. Impacts on these values shall be 
identified and assessed, and measures to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts shall be defined 
and implemented. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that stakeholders affected by 
forest management are identified and mapped 

b) Evidence that the environmental, social, 
and economic values for stakeholders that could 
possibly be affected by the forest management 
are identified and assessed, considering 
stakeholder needs and expectations. This 
assessment  shall be realized at a detail level and 
frequency compatible with the scale, intensity, and 
risk of management activities. 

c) Evidence that the potential 
environmental, social, and economic impacts of 
forest management on stakeholders are identified 
and assessed via a participatory process. 

d) Evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to avoid, minimize, and 
(when necessary) compensate for negative 
impacts on the environmental, social, and 

Stakeholders are defined at 2.29, providing 
examples as: local communities, indigenous 
peoples and/or traditional communities, 
workers, forest dwellers, neighbors, owners of 
land downstream, local processors, local 
businesses, those holding land use and land 
tenure rights, including landowners, 
organizations that are authorized to or known 
to act on behalf of the stakeholders, etc. 

Y 

b) the relevant needs and expectations of these 
stakeholders. 

Y Determining needs and expectations of the 
stakeholders is met by Criterion 3.5.1, a) to f) 

Y 
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economic values for stakeholders as a result of 
forest management 

e) Evidence that operational planning 
includes recommendations to avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate negative impacts on the environmental, 
social, and economic values for stakeholders. 

f) Evidence of measures to maintain or 
improve positive impacts on the environmental, 
social, and economic values for stakeholders 

g) Evidence that non-predatory habits and 
customs of relevant interest indicated by local and 
traditional communities and indigenous peoples 
are respected, in accordance with relevant 
legislation. 

4.3 Determining the scope of the management system   

4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall determine the boundaries and applicability of 
the management system to establish its scope. 

Y 3.2.1 C) 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity 
of management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

Although the reference 3.2.1 identifies the plan 
for the managed forest area, the boundaries 
and scope are established at 3.1.2, which 
defines rights of ownership, and requires that 
borders of the FMU are identified at (e). 

 

Y 
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— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

 — Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
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appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 

— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 

— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 

4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management 
shall comprise the cycle of inventory and planning, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and 
shall include an appropriate assessment of the 
social, environmental and economic impacts of 
forest management practices. This shall form a 
basis for a cycle of continuous improvement. 

 

Y 3.2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, 
documented, and updated, which includes 
management activities or references 
associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity 
of management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with the 
requirements of this Standard are 
continuously identified and considered in 
forest management according to the size, 
intensity of management activities, and scale 

3.2.1 requires that forest management plan is 
drafted; pre-harvest inventory is required at (b) 
and (d); planning of all operations is required 
at (b) through (i); these cover all social, 
environmental and economic impacts. 3.2.1 
also states that operations  must be based on 
the SFM plan. 

Criterion 3.6.1 is the conducting of monitoring 
operations, (a) through (l); social, economic 
and environmental indicators are included, 
notably at (b).  

Criterion 3.6.4 covers continuous 
improvement, with indicators (a) through (e) 
covering social, economic and environmental 
indicators. 
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of operations, considering changes in the 
current scenario. 

b) Evidence that management planning is 
intended to maintain, preserve, or improve 
biodiversity in the landscape, ecosystem, species, 
and genetic levels. 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
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annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

 — Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 

— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 

— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 

d) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan was drafted and is monitored 
by a qualitied professional 
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e) Evidence that the parties responsible for 
the sustainable forest management plan are 
clearly defined and identified 

f) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is reviewed periodically, at 
intervals compatible with the frequency of 
monitoring and modifications in the organization' 
management 

g) Evidence that the monitoring data are 
incorporated into the sustainable forest 
management plan 

h) Evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the scope, organization's size, and 
intensity of forest management activities is 
available to the public and contains information 
about the overall objectives and principles of 
forest management. Confidential information, or 
sensitive information related to the protection of 
cultural sites or natural resources may be omitted. 

i) Existence of documented procedures for 
the following activities in order to ensure that they 
are carried out as described in the sustainable 
forest management plan: 

— Selection and location of areas for 
plantations and transport network 

— Seedling production 

— Establishment 

— Reform 

— Forestry activities 
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— Clearing and maintenance of roadways 

— Harvesting and transport of forest 
production 

j) Evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

3.3.1 

The organization shall identify and assess 
environmental value and impacts, including 
defining and implementing measures to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that environmental values 
present in the forest management unit and 
surround areas that may be potentially affected by 
management activities are identified and 
assessed. This assessment should be realized at 
a detail level and frequency compatible with the 
scale, intensity, and risk of management activities. 

b) Evidence that the significance of the 
potential impacts from management activities on 
the identified environmental values have been 
identified and assessed. 

c) Evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to avoid, minimize, and 
(when necessary) compensate for these impacts 
on the environmental values. 

d) Evidence that the documented 
operational procedures consider 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
negative impacts on environmental values. 
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3.5.1 

The organization shall identify and assess the 
environmental, social, and economic values for 
stakeholders. Impacts on these values shall be 
identified and assessed, and measures to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts shall be defined 
and implemented. 

3.6.1 

The forest organization shall implement a 
monitoring and measurement plan to assess its 
performance that is in line with the scale, intensity, 
and objectives of management. 

5. Leadership   

5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment:   

a) to comply with the sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the certification system; 

Y 3.1.5 

The organization shall possess a public 
commitment to perform sustainable forest 
management according to the applicable 
requirements for assessing compliance. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of a formal commitment by the 
organization to perform sustainable forest 
management and improve it continuously in line 
with the applicable requirements for assessing 
compliance. 

b) Evidence that the commitment cited in 
the previous indicator is available to the public. 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 
3.1.5  

Y 

b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest 
management system. 

Y The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 
3.1.5 (a) 

Y 

5.2 The standard requires that this commitment 
shall be publicly available. 

Y The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 
3.1.5 (b) 

Y 
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5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for 
sustainable forest management shall be clearly 
defined and assigned. 

Y 3.2.1 E) 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable 
forest management plan drafted according to 
applicable legislation, documented, and updated, 
which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity of 
management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

e) Evidence that the parties responsible for 
the sustainable forest management plan are 
clearly defined and identified; 

The standard meets the PEFC requirement at 
3.2.1 (e) 

Y 

6. Planning   

6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities   

6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall consider risks and opportunities concerning 
compliance with the requirements for sustainable 
forest management. Size and scale of the 
operations of the organisation shall be considered. 

Y 3.2.1 A) 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable 
forest management plan drafted according to 
applicable legislation, documented, and updated, 
which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity of 
management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities 
related to compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard are continuously identified and 
considered in forest management according to 
the size, intensity of management activities, 

The standard meets the PEFC requirements at 
3.2.1 (a). 

Y 
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and scale of operations, considering changes in 
the current scenario. 

3.3.1 A) 

The organization shall identify and assess 
environmental value and impacts, including 
defining and implementing measures to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that environmental values 
present in the forest management unit and 
surround areas that may be potentially affected by 
management activities are identified and 
assessed. This assessment should be realized at 
a detail level and frequency compatible with the 
scale, intensity, and risk of management activities. 

3.5.1 B) 

The organization shall identify and assess the 
environmental, social, and economic values for 
stakeholders. Impacts on these values shall be 
identified and assessed, and measures to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts shall be defined 
and implemented. 

Indicators: 

b) Evidence that the environmental, social, 
and economic values for stakeholders that could 
possibly be affected by the forest management 
are identified and assessed, considering 
stakeholder needs and expectations. This 
assessment  shall be realized at a detail level and 
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frequency compatible with the scale, intensity, and 
risk of management activities. 

6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and 
mapping of forest resources shall be established 
and maintained, adequate to local and national 
conditions and in correspondence with the 
requirements described in this international 
benchmark standard. 

Y 3.2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable 
forest management plan drafted according to 
applicable legislation, documented, and updated, 
which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity of 
management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities 
related to compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard are continuously identified and 
considered in forest management according to the 
size, intensity of management activities, and scale 
of operations, considering changes in the current 
scenario. 

b) Evidence that management planning is 
intended to maintain, preserve, or improve 
biodiversity in the landscape, ecosystem, species, 
and genetic levels. 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 

Pre-harvest-inventory and mapping of the FMU 
is required as part of the forest management 
plan at 3.2.1 (c); Inventory and mapping is 
maintained by virtue of the plan itself, which 
requires “Inventory of the managed forest 
resources” and “Management conditions as a 
function of specific regional and local 
characteristics” and further evidence at (j) that 
” Evidence that the documented procedures 
are kept up to date.” 

 

Y 
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environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

 — Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 
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— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 

— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 

d) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan was drafted and is monitored 
by a qualitied professional 

e) Evidence that the parties responsible for 
the sustainable forest management plan are 
clearly defined and identified 

f) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is reviewed periodically, at 
intervals compatible with the frequency of 
monitoring and modifications in the organization' 
management 

g) Evidence that the monitoring data are 
incorporated into the sustainable forest 
management plan 

h) Evidence that a summary of the 
sustainable forest management plan that is 
appropriate for the scope, organization's size, and 
intensity of forest management activities is 
available to the public and contains information 
about the overall objectives and principles of 
forest management. Confidential information, or 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 374 

 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

sensitive information related to the protection of 
cultural sites or natural resources may be omitted. 

i) Existence of documented procedures for 
the following activities in order to ensure that they 
are carried out as described in the sustainable 
forest management plan: 

— Selection and location of areas for 
plantations and transport network 

— Seedling production 

— Establishment 

— Reform 

— Forestry activities 

— Clearing and maintenance of roadways 

— Harvesting and transport of forest 
production 

j) Evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 

6.2 Management plan   

6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be:   

a) elaborated and periodically updated or 
continually adjusted; 

Y 3.2.1 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable 
forest management plan drafted according to 
applicable legislation, documented, and updated, 
which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity of 

Requirements for continual updating and 
adjustment are met at 3.2.1 (a) 

Y 

b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest area; Y Requirements for plans to consider size are 
met at 3.2.1 (a) 

Y 

c) based on applicable local, national and 
international legislation as well as existing land-use 
or other official plans; and 

Y Requirements for planning based on local, 
national and international legislation are met at 
3.1.1 (a) and (b), 3.1.2 (a) and (b) 

Y 
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d) adequately covering forest resources. Y management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the risks and opportunities 
related to compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard are continuously identified and 
considered in forest management according to the 
size, intensity of management activities, and scale 
of operations, considering changes in the current 
scenario. 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

Requirements for the covering of forest 
resources are met at 3.2.1 (c): “Surveys of 
topography, soil classes or types, vegetation 
typologies, as well as available water 
resources” and “Inventory of the managed 
forest resources” 

Y 
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— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

 — Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 

— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 

— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 
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6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans 
shall take into account the different uses or 
functions of the managed forest area. 

Y 3.2.1 C) 

Forest operations shall be based on a sustainable 
forest management plan drafted according to 
applicable legislation, documented, and updated, 
which includes management activities or 
references associates documentation considering 
different land use, organization size, intensity of 
management activities, and function of the 
managed forest area. 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

The Criterion 3.2.1 plan at (c) must contain: 
objectives that are for “maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, and 
economic functions”;   

Y 

6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans 
shall include at least a description of the current 
forest management unit, long-term objectives, and 
the average annual allowable cut, including its 
justification. 

Y 3.2.1 (c) the plan must contain: “—
 Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions 
of land use and occupation”; “The objectives of 
the sustainable forest management plan, 
including those related to maintaining and 
protecting the social, environmental, and 
economic functions of the forests”; “Existence 
of a multi-annual program for planting or 
reform, harvesting, and maintenance”; 
“Estimated age at harvest according to the 
type of management”; “Estimated growth and 
production by type of product to be harvested”; 
“Justification of the economic viability of the 
management.” 

Y 

6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually 
allowable use of non-wood forest products shall be 
included in the management plan where forest 
management covers commercial use of non-wood 
forest products at a level which can have an impact 
on their long-term sustainability. 

Y The plan at 3.2.1 also requires that “Where 
non-wood products are commercially utilized, 
document the permitted annual rate of use, 
when this might affect long-term sustainability.” 

Y 

6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans 
specify ways and means to minimise the risk of 
degradation and damage to forest ecosystems. 

Y The management plan at 3.2.1 must specify 
“Environmental safeguards that specify how to 
minimize risks of degradation and damage to 
forest ecosystems.” 

Y 
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— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

 — Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 

— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 

— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 
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6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans 
shall take into account the results of scientific 
research. 

Y 3.4 

Implementation of forest management operations 
shall consider the conservation and maintenance 
of native ecosystems, water, soils, and the air, and 
incorporate research findings. 

3.4.1: “Forest management shall incorporate 
scientific and technical information and also be 
appropriate for local characteristics.”; 
“Evidence that the forest management 
employed is based on the findings of research, 
scientific studies, and the like conducted with 
relation to conditions similar to those in the 
forest management unit.” 

Y 

6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the 
management plan, appropriate to the scope and 
scale of forest management, shall be publicly 
available and shall include information on the 
general objectives and forest management 
principles. 

Y 3.2.1 H) - Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, documented, 
and updated, which includes management 
activities or references associates documentation 
considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of 
the managed forest area. 

h) Evidence that a summary of the sustainable 
forest management plan that is appropriate for the 
scope, organization's size, and intensity of forest 
management activities is available to the public 
and contains information about the overall 
objectives and principles of forest management. 
Confidential information, or sensitive information 
related to the protection of cultural sites or natural 
resources may be omitted. 

The requirements are met at 3.2.1 (h) Y 

6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly 
available summary of the management plan may 
exclude confidential business and personal 
information and other information made confidential 
by applicable legislation or for the protection of 
cultural sites or sensitive natural resource features. 

Y The requirements are met at 3.2.1 (h) Y 

6.3 Compliance requirements   

6.3.1 Legal compliance   

6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall identify and have access to the legislation 
applicable to its forest management and determine 
how these compliance obligations apply to the 
organisation. 

Y 3.1.1 A) - The organization shall carry out 
activities related to establishing and managing its 
forests in accordance with laws, agreements, 
treaties, and conventions applicable to forest 
management. 

The requirements are met at 3.1.1 (a) Y 
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Note: For a country which has signed a FLEGT 
Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between 
the European Union and the producing country, the 
“legislation applicable to forest management” is 
defined by the VPA agreement. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of procedures to identify and 
access laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management and 
determine how these obligations apply to the 
organization 

6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall comply with applicable local, national and 
international legislation on forest management, 
including but not limited to forest management 
practices; nature and environmental protection; 
protected and endangered species; property, tenure 
and land-use rights for indigenous peoples, local 
communities or other affected stakeholders; health, 
labour and safety issues; anti-corruption and the 
payment of applicable royalties and taxes. 

Y 3.1.1 The organization shall carry out activities 
related to establishing and managing its forests in 
accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management. 

b) Existence of records providing 
compliance with legislation, agreements, treaties, 
and conventions applicable to forest management. 

3.1.2 - The organization's rights of ownership and 
of the use of land and forest resources and/or land 
tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, 
and established for the forest management unit. 
Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional 
rights related to the forest management unit 
shall be identified, recognized, and respected 
according to current legislation and applicable 
treaties and international agreements ratified 
by the country. 

3.1.3 A), B) and G) - Laws related to labor, social 
security, taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with collective and/or 
individual agreements, collective conventions, and 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that social security/pension for 
all workers is in compliance with current 
legislation. When there are pending issues related 
to social security/pension, the organization shall 

The standard mees the requirements at 3.1.1 
(b).  

In addition, compliance is further delivered at 
3.1.3 a), b) and g)  

  

Y 
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prove it is monitoring these pending issues and 
working to correct them. 

b) Evidence that all aspects related to labor 
legislation are in compliance with current 
legislation including collective or individual 
agreements, collective conventions, and 
regulatory labor standards. 

g) Evidence that the organization is in 
compliance in terms of payment of royalties and 
appliable taxes and tributes. When payments are 
pending, a plan to pay off the debts shall be made 
with the creditor or institution. 

6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-
corruption legislation exists, the organisation must 
take alternative anti-corruption measures 
appropriate to the risk of corruption. 

Y 3.1.1 D) - The organization shall carry out 
activities related to establishing and managing its 
forests in accordance with laws, agreements, 
treaties, and conventions applicable to forest 
management. 

Indicators: 

d) Existence of anti-corruption mechanisms 
in line with existing legislation, as well as evidence 
of implementation and corrective measures (when 
necessary) 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 
(d) 

Y 

6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall 
be implemented to address protection of the forest 
from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, 
illegal land use, illegally initiated fires, and other 
illegal activities. 

Y 3.1.4 A) and B) - The organization shall implement 
measures to ensure the production of the forest 
management unit against illegal or unauthorized 
activities such as extraction of wood or other 
products, land use, hunting, fishing, fires, etc. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of mechanisms to protect the 
forest management unit and control illegal or 
unauthorized activities there according to the size 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.4 
a) and b)  

 

Y 
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of the organization and intensity of management 
activities. 

b) Existence of records of illegal or 
unauthorized activities within the forest 
management unit and measures taken to avoid or 
minimize such activities. 

6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land   

6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, 
tree ownership and land tenure arrangements shall 
be clearly defined, documented and established for 
the relevant management unit. Likewise, legal, 
customary and traditional rights related to the forest 
land shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

Note: Guidance for the handling of tenure 
arrangements can be obtained from the FAO 
Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 
Forests in the Context of National Food Security. 

Y 3.1.2 The organization's rights of ownership and of 
the use of land and forest resources and/or land 
tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, 
and established for the forest management unit. 
Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights 
related to the forest management unit shall be 
identified, recognized, and respected according to 
current legislation and applicable treaties and 
international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that legal, customary, and 
traditional rights related to the forest management 
units are identified, recognized, and respected 
according to current legislation and applicable 
treaties and international conventions ratified by 
the country 

d) Evidence that local communities are 
identified and their legal rights are respected by 
forest management 

e) Evidence that the organization's rights of 
ownership, land use, and use of forest resources 
and/or land tenure rights are long-term (lasting at 
least one full rotation or harvesting cycle) and are 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 
(a), (d) and (e) 

Y 
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documented and established for the forest 
management unit according to current legislation 

6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices 
and operations shall be conducted in recognition of 
the established framework of legal, customary and 
traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 and the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, which shall not be infringed upon without 
the free, prior and informed consent of the holders 
of the rights, including the provision of 
compensation where applicable. Where the extent 
of rights is not yet resolved, or is in dispute, there 
are processes for just and fair resolution. In such 
cases forest managers shall, in the interim, provide 
meaningful opportunities for parties to be engaged 
in forest management decisions whilst respecting 
the processes and roles and responsibilities laid out 
in the policies and laws where the certification takes 
place. 

Y  The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.2 
(b), (c), (f): “c) evidence that forestry practices 
and operations are carried out in compliance 
with the established structure of legal, 
customary, and traditional rights, as described 
in ILO Convention 169 and UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; c) evidence 
that the organization does not infringe upon 
customary and traditional rights within the 
forest management unit without free, prior, and 
informed consent from rights holders, inducing 
compensation, when applicable”; (f) existence 
of suitable mechanisms to communicate and 
refer complaints, conflicts, and litigation related 
to the organization's rights of ownership, use 
of land and forest resources, and/or land 
tenure rights. 

Y 

6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices 
and operations shall respect human rights as 
defined by the Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights. 

Y 3.1.1 The organization shall carry out activities 
related to establishing and managing its forests in 
accordance with laws, agreements, treaties, and 
conventions applicable to forest management. 

Indicators: 

c) Evidence that the organization respects 
human rights as defined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.1 
(c) 

Y 

6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions   
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6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices 
and operations shall comply with fundamental ILO 
conventions. 

Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO 
conventions have been ratified, the requirements of 
6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a fundamental 
convention has not been ratified and its content is 
not covered by applicable legislation, specific 
requirements shall be included in the forest 
management standard. 

Y 3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, 
and workplace health and safety shall be complied 
with, along with collective and/or individual 
agreements, collective conventions, and 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

c) Evidence of compliance with fundamental 
ILO conventions, as well as other ILO conventions 
ratified by the country. 

NOTE   When conflicts exist between legislation 
and fundamental conventions (causing 
compliance with a convention to lead to illegality in 
forest management), legislation shall prevail. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 
(c) 

Y 

6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions   

6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations 
shall be planned, organised and performed in a 
manner that enables health and accident risks to be 
identified and all reasonable measures to be applied 
to protect workers from work-related risks. Workers 
shall be informed about the risks involved with their 
work and about preventive measures. 

Y 3.1.3 Laws related to labor, social security, taxes, 
and workplace health and safety shall be complied 
with, along with collective and/or individual 
agreements, collective conventions, and 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

j) Existence of a workplace health and 
safety program in line with legal requirements, 
implemented in such a way that risks to health and 
accidents can be identified and measures can be 
implemented to protect workers from work-related 
risks. 

3.2.5 - The organization shall ensure that forest 
managers, service providers, workers, and forest 
owners are trained and updated with regard to 
sustainable forest management as a prerequisite 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 
(j) 

Y 

6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working 
conditions shall be safe, and guidance and training 
in safe working practices shall be provided to all 
those assigned to a task in forest operations. 
Working hours and leave shall comply with national 
laws or applicable collective agreements. 

Note: Guidance for specifying national standards 
can be obtained from the ILO Code of Good 
Practice: Safety and Health in Forestry Work. 

Y The standard meets the requirements at: 3.1.3 
(j) (safety) 3.2.5 (a) (guidance and training); 
3.1.3 (b) hours and leave 
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for planning and for the forest management 
practices described in this Standard. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of an ongoing training program 
for management and workers in order to ensure 
that the sustainable forest management plan, 
procedures, and operational guidelines are 
correctly understood and carried out, including: 

— Operational procedures and guidelines 

— Safe working practices and guidelines 
related to the risks involved in work and preventive 
measures 

— Environmental concerns related to 
activities 

b) Existence of records of trainings held 
according to the established program. 

6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local 
and migrant forest workers as well as of contractors 
and other operators operating in PEFC-certified 
areas shall meet or exceed at least legal, industry 
minimum standards or, where applicable, collective 
bargaining agreements. 

Note: Where wages are below the living wage of a 
country, steps should be taken to attain increased 
wages towards a living wage level over time in 
addition to increases for inflation. 

Y 3.1.3 D), E) and F) - Laws related to labor, social 
security, taxes, and workplace health and safety 
shall be complied with, along with collective and/or 
individual agreements, collective conventions, and 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

Indicators: 

d) Evidence that the organization promotes 
equal opportunities without discrimination, 
including a workplace free of harassment and 
promotion of gender equality. 

e) Existence of effective mechanisms to 
report and eradicate cases of harassment and 
discrimination that include confidentiality in order 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 
(b). In addition, workers are defined in 2.40 as 
“people employed directly in administrative or 
operational sectors, or who are self-employed 
or subcontracted by an organization or by 
wood purchasers who work in the forest 
management unit.” 

Y 

6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation 
is committed to equal opportunities, non-
discrimination and freedom from workplace 
harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted. 

Y The standard meets the requirements at 3.1.3 
(d) 

Y 
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to avoid problems and potential penalties to 
affected parties. 

f) Evidence that worker wages meet or 
exceed the legal minimum or existing workplace 
wage agreements or minimum wage agreements 
in the region, when applicable. 

7. Support   

7.1 Resources   

7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall determine and provide the resources needed 
for the establishment, implementation, maintenance 
and continual improvement of the sustainable forest 
management system. 

Y 3.2.3 - The organization shall determine and 
provide the resources needed to establish, 
implement, maintain, and continuously improve 
the sustainable forest management system. 

 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of a budget plan with planned 
environmental, social, and operational 
investments and costs that ensure implementation 
of the sustainable forest management plan. 

b) Evidence that the organization has 
human resources compatible with the activities 
described in the sustainable forest management 
plan 

c) Evidence that the forest management is 
economically viable, considering the possibilities 
of new markets and economic activities related to 
all the relevant forest goods and services, when 
applicable. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.3, 
indicators (a) to (c) 

Y 

7.2 Competence     
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7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, 
contractors, employees and forest owners shall be 
provided with sufficient information and kept up-to-
date through continuous training in relation to 
sustainable forest management, as a precondition 
for all management planning and practices 
described in this benchmark. 

Y 3.2.5 - The organization shall ensure that forest 
managers, service providers, workers, and forest 
owners are trained and updated with regard to 
sustainable forest management as a prerequisite 
for planning and for the forest management 
practices described in this Standard. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of an ongoing training program 
for management and workers in order to ensure 
that the sustainable forest management plan, 
procedures, and operational guidelines are 
correctly understood and carried out, including: 

— Operational procedures and guidelines 

— Safe working practices and guidelines 
related to the risks involved in work and preventive 
measures 

— Environmental concerns related to 
activities 

b) Existence of records of trainings held 
according to the established program. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.2.5 
(a) and (b) 

Y 

7.3 Communication     

7.3.1 The standard requires that effective 
communication and consultation with local 
communities, indigenous peoples and other 
stakeholders relating to sustainable forest 
management shall be provided. 

Y 3.5.3 The organization shall implant mechanisms 
to communicate, disseminate, and resolve 
complaints, conflicts, and litigation with 
stakeholders. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of programs implemented for 
consultations, dissemination, and dialog channels 
that allow effective communication with local and 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.3, 
indicators (a), (b) and (c)  

Y 
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traditional communities, indigenous peoples, and 
other stakeholders related to forest management 

7.4 Complaints     

7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate 
mechanisms are in place for resolving complaints 
and disputes relating to forest management 
operations, land use rights and work conditions. 

Y 3.5.3 The organization shall implant mechanisms 
to communicate, disseminate, and resolve 
complaints, conflicts, and litigation with 
stakeholders. 

Indicators: 

b) Existence of appropriate mechanisms to 
resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation related 
to forest management operations 

3.1.2 F) - The organization's rights of ownership 
and of the use of land and forest resources and/or 
land tenure rights shall be clearly defined, 
documented, and established for the forest 
management unit. Similarly, legal, customary, and 
traditional rights related to the forest management 
unit shall be identified, recognized, and respected 
according to current legislation and applicable 
treaties and international agreements ratified by 
the country. 

f) Existence of suitable mechanisms to 
resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation related 
to the organization's rights of ownership, use of 
land and forest resources, and/or land tenure 
rights 

3.1.3 H) - Laws related to labor, social security, 
taxes, and workplace health and safety shall be 
complied with, along with collective and/or 
individual agreements, collective conventions, and 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

The standard meets the requirements for 
communities, indigenous people and 
stakeholders at 3.5.3 (b); for land rights at 
3.1.2 (f) and workers at 3.1.3 (h).  

Y 
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Indicators: 

h) Existence of appropriate mechanisms to 
resolve complaints, conflicts, and litigation related 
to working conditions, labor and social 
security/pension issues, and labor-related taxes. 

7.5 Documented Information     

7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s 
management system shall include documented 
information required by the standard and 
determined by the organisation as being necessary 
for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest 
management system. 

Y 3.2.1 Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, documented, 
and updated, which includes management 
activities or references associates documentation 
considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of 
the managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

c) Existence of a documented sustainable 
forest management plan that encourages 
diversified production of goods and services over 
the long term, and is compatible with the size of 
the forest management unit and scale of 
operations at the institution, containing: 

— The objectives of the sustainable forest 
management plan, including those related to 
maintaining and protecting the social, 
environmental, and economic functions of the 
forests 

— Management conditions as a function of 
specific regional and local characteristics 

— Forest management scheme to be 
implemented 

A requirement for a management system is 
stipulated at 3.6; “The organization shall have 
a system to monitor, assess, and critically 
analyze the performance of the sustainable 
forest management system that includes 
environmental, social, and economic aspects 
for continuous improvement. The criteria and 
indicators to be met are described in items 
3.6.1 to 3.6.4.” 

YY 

7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented 
information is relevant, and updated as appropriate, 
to the activities of the organisation. 

Y The documented information stipulated in 3.6.1 
to 3.6.4 includes:  
“monitoring to assess its environmental, social, 
and economic performance, in accordance 
with the scale of the organization and its 
management objectives”;  
“The organization shall plan, implement, and 
maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements”; 
“implement activities to address any non-
conformities identified in order to minimize 
their consequences and avoid recurrence” 
“annual management review and incorporate 
the results for continuous improvement of the 
sustainable forest management” 
 

Y 
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— Justification of the economic viability of 
the management 

— Roadway/transport system 

— Estimated age at harvest according to 
the type of management 

— Estimated growth and production by type 
of product to be harvested 

— Where non-wood products are 
commercially utilized, document the permitted 
annual rate of use, when this might affect long-
term sustainability 

— Description and mapping of resources 
managed by the organization, with descriptions of 
land use and occupation 

— Surveys of topography, soil classes or 
types, vegetation typologies, as well as available 
water resources 

— Existence of a multi-annual program for 
planting or reform, harvesting, and maintenance 

— Plans to prevent, combat, and mitigate 
damage from fires and other incidents which are 
appropriate to the risk that these events might 
occur 

— Environmental safeguards that specify 
how to minimize risks of degradation and damage 
to forest ecosystems 

— Specific measures to protect and 
preserve wild flora and fauna, particularly rare, 
threatened, endemic, and protected species 
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— Inventory of the managed forest 
resources 

— Recommendations for alternative raw 
material sources for the sustainable forest 
management plan 

f) Evidence that the sustainable forest 
management plan is reviewed periodically, at 
intervals compatible with the frequency of 
monitoring and modifications in the organization' 
management 

g) Evidence that the monitoring data are 
incorporated into the sustainable forest 
management plan 

i) Existence of documented procedures for 
the following activities in order to ensure that they 
are carried out as described in the sustainable 
forest management plan: 

— Selection and location of areas for 
plantations and transport network 

— Seedling production 

— Establishment 

— Reform 

— Forestry activities 

— Clearing and maintenance of roadways 

— Harvesting and transport of forest 
production 

j) Evidence that the documented 
procedures are kept up to date. 
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8. Operation   

8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global 
carbon cycle 

  

8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall 
aim to maintain or increase forests and their 
ecosystem services and maintain or enhance the 
economic, ecological, cultural and social values of 
forest resources. 

Y 3.2 - Forest management planning shall focus on 
the health and vitality of forest ecosystems in 
order to maintain and expand the economic, 
environmental, cultural, and social value of the 
forest. Forest shall be managed so that activity 
helps preserve renewable natural resources. 

3.3 - The organization shall manage the forest in 
order to minimize negative effects from 
management activities on environmental value. 
Native ecosystems, areas of ecological and social 
interest, and biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. 

The requirements are met at both 3.2 and 3.3.  Y 

8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and 
quality of the forest resources and the capacity of 
the forest to store and sequester carbon shall be 
safeguarded in the medium and long term by 
balancing harvesting and growth rates, using 
appropriate silvicultural measures and preferring 
techniques that minimise adverse impacts on forest 
resources. 

Y 3.3.2 C) - The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit 
shall be recovered, with best use of the structures 
and natural processes. 

Indicators: 

c) Evidence of actions to maintain or 
improve ecosystem services, such as potential to 
control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, 
regulate the climate, sequester carbon, and other 
services that regulate or support the ecosystem. 

The standard meets the requirement at 3.3.2 
(c) 

Y 

8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive 
practices in management operations, such as 
greenhouse gas emission reductions and efficient 
use of resources shall be encouraged. 

Y 3.2.2 C) and D) - The organization shall adopt 
strategies oriented toward sustainable use and 
management of forest resources. 

The standard does not address this 
requirement. 

Minor 
NC 
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c) Evidence that practices which indicate 
efficient utilization of the forest resources 
produced are adopted 

d) Existence of environmentally suitable 
explanations for determining the destination of 
forest harvesting byproducts, such as reducing, 
reuse, or disposal 

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the 
conversion: 

  

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy 
and legislation applicable for land use and forest 
management and is a result of national or regional 
land-use planning governed by a governmental or 
other official authority including consultation with 
affected stakeholders; and 

Y 3.3.5 Conversion of land use by replacing natural 
ecosystems shall not occur except when justified. 
If severely degraded forests are converted into 
planted forests, this shall meet prior conditions 
established to add economic, ecological, social, 
and/or cultural value. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence of no conversion except  in 
justified circumstances. 

NOTE 1 Planted forest established in areas that 
were converted after December 31, 2010 without 
justification are not eligible for assessment of 
compliance.[10] 

NOTE 2 Conversion to install the infrastructure 
necessary to implement and execute the 
sustainable forest management plan (such as 
main and secondary roadways, log yards, and 
other infrastructure elements) are not considered 
conversions in the context of this indicator. 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b). 

Note: as noted above: these requirements in 
the standard addressing are not applicabe for 
plantation forest management and should be 
removed.  

 

Y 

b) entails a small proportion (no greater than 5 %) of 
forest type within the certified area; and 

Y The requirements are not met because they 
don’t meet the requirements for forest type and 
certified areas.  . 
Note: as noted above: these requirements are 
not applicabe for plantation forest 
management. 

N 

c) does not have negative impacts on ecologically 
important forest areas, culturally and socially 
significant areas, or other protected areas; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b) Y 

d) does not destroy areas of significantly high 
carbon stock; and 

 The standard does not provide a definition for 
Using the EU definition of ‘high carbon stock’ 
nor directly address any prohibition on high 
carbon stock areas. 

N 
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e) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, 
economic, and social benefits. 

Y b) Evidence that conversion after December 
31, 2010 only occurred in justified circumstances 
in which: 

— It is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation related to land use 
and forest management, including stakeholder 
consultations, offering them chances to participate 
in making the decision on conversion; 

— It represents a small portion (no greater 
than 5%) of the total area; 

— There are no significant negative impacts 
on threatened species, threatened ecosystems 
(including vulnerable, rare, or endangered 
ecosystems) culturally and socially important 
areas, and important habitats for threatened 
species or other protected areas; 

— Makes a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social benefits. 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b) Y 

8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless 
in justified circumstances where the conversion: 

  

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy 
and legislation applicable for land use and forest 
management and is a result of national or regional 
land-use planning governed by a governmental or 
other official authority; and 

  The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b) 
with the same prohibtion, which apply to all 
ecosystems 

Y 

b) is established based on a decision-making basis 
where affected stakeholders have opportunities to 
contribute to the decision-making on conversion 
through transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; and 

  The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b), 
which apply to all ecosystems 

Y 
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c) does not have negative impacts on threatened 
(including vulnerable, rare or endangered) nonforest 
ecosystems, culturally and socially significant areas, 
important habitats of threatened species or other 
protected areas; and 

  The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b), 
which apply to all ecosystems 

Y 

d) entails a small proportion of the ecologically 
important non-forest ecosystem managed by an 
organisation; and 

  The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b), 
which apply to all ecosystems 

Y 

e) does not destroy areas of significantly high 
carbon stock; and 

  The standard does not provide a definition for f 
‘high carbon stock’ nor directly address any 
prohibition on high carbon stock areas.  

N 

f) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, 
economic, and social benefits. 

  The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (a) and (b), 
which apply to all ecosystems 

Y 

8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being considered, it 
must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances 
where the conversion: 

  

a) is in compliance with national and regional policy 
and legislation applicable for land use and forest 
management and is a result of national or regional 
land-use planning governed by a governmental or 
other official authority; and 

Y 3.3.5 Conversion of land use by replacing natural 
ecosystems shall not occur except when justified. 
If severely degraded forests are converted into 
planted forests, this shall meet prior conditions 
established to add economic, ecological, social, 
and/or cultural value. 

Indicators: 

c) Evidence that, if conversion of severely 
degraded forests into planted forests is under 
consideration, this process will add economic, 
ecological, social, and/or cultural value. 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

b) is established based on a decision-making basis 
where affected stakeholders have opportunities to 
contribute to the decision-making on conversion 
through transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

c) has a positive impact on long-term carbon 
sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 
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d) does not have negative impacts on ecologically 
important forest areas, culturally and socially 
significant areas, or other protected areas; and 

Y Prerequisites to add this value are circumstances 
in which the conversion: 

— Is in compliance with national, regional, 
and local policy and legislation applicablefor land 
use and forest management, including stakeholder 
consultations, offering them chances to contribute 
to the decision-making  on conversion; 

— does nothave significant negative 
impacts on threatened species, threatened 
ecosystems (including vulnerable, rare, or 
endangered ecosystems) culturally and socially 
important areas, and important habitats of 
threatened species or other protected areas; 

— safeguards protective  functions of 
forests for society and other regulating or 
supporting ecosystem services; 

— Safeguards  socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function and 
aesthetic value of forests and other cultural 
services; 

— Provides evidence that the degradation 
did not result from improper forest management 
processes by the same organization; 

—  is based on credible evidence 
demonstrating that the area is neither recovered 
nor in the process of recovery. 

The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

e) safeguards protective functions of forests for 
society and other regulating or supporting 
ecosystem services; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

f) safeguards socio-economic functions of forests, 
including the recreational function and aesthetic 
values of forests and other cultural services; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

g) has a land history providing evidence that the 
degradation is not the consequence of deliberate 
poor forest management practices; and 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating that 
the area is neither recovered nor in the process of 
recovery. 

Y The requirements are met at 3.3.5 (c) Y 

8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality   

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality 
of forest ecosystems shall be maintained or 
enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems shall be 
rehabilitated wherever and as far as economically 
feasible, by making best use of natural structures 

Y 3.3.2 - The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.2 
(a) to (f) 

Y 
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and processes and using preventive biological 
measures. 

shall be recovered, with best use of the structures 
and natural processes. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the species diversity and 
ecosystems in the forest management unit are 
identified and recognized. 

b) Existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

c) Evidence of actions to maintain or 
improve ecosystem services, such as potential to 
control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, 
regulate the climate, sequester carbon, and other 
services that regulate or support the ecosystem. 

d) Evidence that the layout or demarcation 
of the planted forests helps maintain or improve 
ecological connectivity, considering the context of 
the landscape. The size and distribution of areas 
with naturally occurring vegetation shall be 
identified during the preparation phase of 
establishing new planted forests, based on the 
social and environmental assessments, and shall 
also be reviewed during subsequent phases of 
new replanting efforts. 

e) Evidence that protective measures are 
taken to minimize the impact of domesticated 
animals on soil and biodiversity (when applicable). 

f) Evidence of activities to recover  
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques adapted 
to the local conditions. In activities to recover 
degraded areas in natural remnants found within 
the plantations, the use of native species should 
be prioritized. Areas undergoing recovery shall be 



PEFC BRAZIL ASSESSMENT ANNEX A: PEFC STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST       Page | 398 

 

 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation (including 
quotation of relevant text) 

  

protected from forest operations, including 
pressure from domestic and wild animals. 

8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, 
species and structural diversity shall be encouraged 
or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and 
resilience of the forests to adverse environmental 
factors and strengthen natural regulation 
mechanisms. 

Y 3.4.2 Genetic diversity (species and structural) 
shall be improved, encouraged, or maintained. 
Introduction and utilization of genetic material shall 
take place in a controlled manner and following 
biosafety standards. Prior experience with the 
material is required, proving its potential for forest 
production in the region and permitting potential 
environmental impacts to be assessed. 

a) Evidence that the genetic base is 
continuously maintained or improved, according to 
the scale and objectives of forest management; 

e) Evidence that structural diversity is 
maintained or intensified by varying the size and 
layout of stands, species, genetic, diversity, and 
age class. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.2 
(a) and (e) 

Y 

8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be 
limited to regions where fire is an essential tool in 
forest management for regeneration, wildfire 
protection and habitat management or a recognized 
practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases 
adequate management and control measures shall 
be taken. 

Y 3.4.3 Integrated pest and disease management 
techniques shall be adopted to protect the planted 
forests. 

d) Existence of a system to prevent, 
monitor, and control forest fires, specific for the 
organization or in partnership. In the exceptional 
case of fire used for silvicultural purposes, legal 
requirements shall be observed and effective 
methods shall be adopted to control and minimize 
negative impacts. 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.3 
(d) 

Y 

8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest 
management practices such as reforestation and 
afforestation with tree species and provenances that 
are suited to the site conditions or the use of 

Y 3.2.2 - The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and management 
of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

The standard meets the requirements in terms 
of ensuring appropriate practices are used, 
with the references cited. 

Y 
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tending, harvesting and transport techniques that 
minimise tree and/or soil damages shall be applied. 

a) Evidence that forest species are suited to 
the local soil and climate conditions and the 
planned end uses 

b) Evidence that suitable practices for 
planting, reform, or coppicing are adopted to 
ensure the quality and quantity of forest resources 

c) Evidence that practices which indicate 
efficient utilization of the forest resources 
produced are adopted 

d) Existence of environmentally suitable 
explanations for determining the destination of 
forest harvesting byproducts, such as reducing, 
reuse, or disposal 

e) Evidence that the harvest levels of wood 
and non-wood forest products that are 
commercially utilized by the organization do not 
exceed the long-term replacement rates, 
according to the plan 

3.3.1 D) - The organization shall identify and 
assess environmental value and impacts, 
including defining and implementing measures to 
avoid, minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts 

Indicators: 

d) Evidence that the documented 
operational procedures consider 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
negative impacts on environmental values. 

3.4.4 - Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native 
ecosystems and water and soil resources. 
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Indicators: 

a) Evidence that construction of 
infrastructure and forest operations are carried out 
as planned in the planning stages and in the 
operational procedures and guidelines 

b) Evidence that the infrastructure is 
planned and constructed and the forest operations 
are carried out in a way that minimizes damage to 
ecosystems, particularly rare, sensitive, or 
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, 
and also considers the existence of endemic, rare, 
threatened, or endangered species or other key 
species, particularly their identified migration 
patterns 

c) Evidence that silviculture and forest 
procedures and harvest operations are carried out 
in a way that does not cause irreversible damage 
to ecosystems 

d) Evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, and 
mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation. 
Areas susceptible to erosion shall be considered, 
and the techniques and machinery utilized in the 
operations shall be adapted to the soil, 
topography, and local climate conditions. 

e) Evidence that adequate infrastructure 
such as roadways, skid trails, and bridges is 
planned, constructed, and maintained in a way 
that minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, and 
preserves the level and natural function of bodies 
of water and riverbeds. 

f) Evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, and 
mitigates (when necessary) adverse effects on 
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water resources The water balance and water 
quality downstream cannot be significantly 
affected by forest operations 

g) Evidence that when fertilizers are 
applied, procedures exist based on technical 
justifications that consider environmental concerns 

h) Evidence that fertilizer use is controlled, 
when used. 

i) Evidence that vehicles, machinery, and 
equipment that use oil-based fuels are maintained 
in a good state of repair to control emission of 
atmospheric pollutants. 

8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate 
disposal of waste on forest land shall be strictly 
avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be 
collected, stored in designated areas and removed 
in an environmentally-responsible manner. The 
spillage of oil or fuel during forest management 
operations shall be prevented. Emergency 
procedures for the minimisation of risk of 
environmental harm arising from the accidental 
spillage shall be in place. 

Y 3.4.6 - The organization shall adopt and 
implement an environmentally appropriate 
management plan for solid waste and 
effluents/wastewater in accordance with 
applicable legislation. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of an environmentally 
appropriate waste management plan in place that 
includes collection, separation, transport, storage, 
redirection, and/pr final disposal, according to 
current legislation 

b) Existence of records of environmentally 
appropriate redirection and/or final disposal of 
hazardous liquid and solid waste in accordance 
with current legislation 

c) Evidence that other liquid and solid waste 
is treated and disposed of in an environmentally 
appropriate manner, in accordance with current 
legislation 

The standard does not meet the requirements 
for indsiscriminate disposal ; although the 
“indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land 
shall be strictly avoided” is not included, this is 
nonetheless implied by the indicators, as is the 
requirement for waste being “stored”.  

Additional requirements for the storage, 
transport and use of oils and fuels are at 3.4.5.  

 

N – 
Minor 
NC 
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d) Existence of emergency procedures to 
address spills or leaks of hazardous products in 
order to minimize environmental damage. 

8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest 
management, appropriate silviculture alternatives 
and other biological measures shall be preferred to 
minimise the use of pesticides. 

Y 3.4.3 A) and C) - Integrated pest and disease 
management techniques shall be adopted to 
protect the planted forests. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of an Integrated pest and 
disease management plan 

c) Evidence of measures to minimize the 
use of chemical products to control pests and 
diseases that consider natural biological control 
agents, silvicultural, physical, or mechanical 
techniques, and genetic improvement 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of 
pesticides is documented. 

Y 3.4.5 D) - The organization shall establish 
adequate measures for storage, transport, and 
use of pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: 

d) Existence of records of pesticide use, 
including but not limited to: 

— Trade name and active ingredient 

— Quantity of product applied 

— Dates of application 

— Location and area of application 

— Reason for/target of application 

— Method of application 

— Workers involved in application 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A 
and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides 
shall be prohibited, except where no other viable 
alternative is available. Any exception to the usage 
of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be 
defined in the national/regional standard. 

Y 3.4.5 A), and B) - The organization shall establish 
adequate measures for storage, transport, and 
use of pesticides, oils, and fuels. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that except for under 
government order, the organization does not use 
highly toxic pesticides that: 

— Are prohibited by current legislation 

— Are prohibited by international 
agreements such as the Stockholm Convention, 
Rotterdam Convention, and Montreal Protocol 

— Contain chlorinated hydrocarbons, the 
derivatives of which remain biologically active and 
accumulate in the food chain well beyond the 
intended use 

— Are included in the WHO pesticide 
classifications 1a or 1b 

b) Evidence that the pesticide 
manufacturer's technical recommendations for 
handling, preparation, and application are followed 

c) Existence of procedures for pesticide use 
that consider climatic, soil, and topographic 
conditions 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as 
chlorinated hydrocarbons whose derivatives remain 
biologically active and accumulate in the food chain 
beyond their intended use, and any pesticides 
banned by international agreement, shall be 
prohibited. 

Note: “Pesticides banned by international 
agreements” are defined in the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of 
pesticides shall follow the instructions given by the 
pesticide producer and be implemented with proper 
equipment by trained personnel. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers 
are used, they shall be applied in a controlled 
manner and with due consideration for the 
environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an 
alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management. 

Y 3.4.4 G) and H) - Construction of infrastructure 
and forest operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains native 
ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

g) Evidence that when fertilizers are 
applied, procedures exist based on technical 
justifications that consider environmental concerns 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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h) Evidence that fertilizer use is controlled, 
when used. 

8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)   

8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of 
forests to produce a range of wood and non-wood 
forest products and services on a sustainable basis 
shall be maintained. 

Y 3.2.2 E) - The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and management 
of forest resources. 

e) Evidence that the harvest levels of wood 
and non-wood forest products that are 
commercially utilized by the organization do not 
exceed the long-term replacement rates, 
according to the plan 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic 
performance shall be pursued, taking into account 
possibilities for new markets and economic activities 
in connection with all relevant goods and services of 
forests. 

Y 3.2.3 C) - The organization shall determine and 
provide the resources needed to establish, 
implement, maintain, and continuously improve 
the sustainable forest management system. 

Indicators: 

c) Evidence that the forest management is 
economically viable, considering the possibilities 
of new markets and economic activities related to 
all the relevant forest goods and services, when 
applicable. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.3.3 The standard requires that management, 
harvesting and regeneration operations shall be 
carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not 
reduce the productive capacity of the site, for 
example by avoiding damage to soil and retained 
stands and trees. 

Y 3.3.1 D) - The organization shall identify and 
assess environmental value and impacts, 
including defining and implementing measures to 
avoid, minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts 

d) Evidence that the documented 
operational procedures consider 
recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
negative impacts on environmental values. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of 
both wood and non-wood forest products shall not 
exceed a rate that can be sustained in the long 
term, and optimum use shall be made of the 
harvested products. 

Y 3.2.2 The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and management 
of forest resources. 

e) Evidence that the harvest levels of wood 
and non-wood forest products that are 
commercially utilized by the organization do not 
exceed the long-term replacement rates, 
according to the plan 

The standard meets the requirements. YY 

8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate 
infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or bridges 
shall be planned, established and maintained to 
ensure efficient delivery of goods and services while 
minimising negative impacts on the environment. 

Y 3.4.4 E) - Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native 
ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: 

e) Evidence that adequate infrastructure 
such as roadways, skid trails, and bridges is 
planned, constructed, and maintained in a way 
that minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, and 
preserves the level and natural function of bodies 
of water and riverbeds. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems   

8.4.1 The standard requires that management 
planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or enhance 
biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, species and 
genetic levels. 

Y 3.2.1 Forest operations shall be based on a 
sustainable forest management plan drafted 
according to applicable legislation, documented, 
and updated, which includes management 
activities or references associates documentation 
considering different land use, organization size, 
intensity of management activities, and function of 
the managed forest area. 

Indicators: 

b) Evidence that management planning is 
intended to maintain, preserve, or improve 

The standard meets the requirements. In 
addition, 3.3.2 (b) requires “b) existence of 
measures to maintain or improve biodiversity”  

Y 
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biodiversity in the landscape, ecosystem, species, 
and genetic levels. 

8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping 
and planning of forest resources shall identify, 
protect, conserve or set aside ecologically important 
forest areas. 

Note: This does not prohibit forest management 
activities that do not damage the important ecologic 
values of those biotopes. 

Y 3.3.4 Areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes 
shall be identified, protected, maintained, or 
improved. 

Indicators: 

c) Existence of measures to protect, 
maintain, or improve relevant areas of ecological 
and social interest in the forest management unit 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, 
threatened and endangered plant and animal 
species shall not be exploited for commercial 
purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be 
taken for their protection and, where relevant, to 
increase their population. 

Note: The requirement does not preclude trade 
according to CITES requirements. 

Y 3.3.3 - Measures to identify and protect endemic, 
rare, threatened, or endangered species and their 
habitats are implemented in the forest 
management unit. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence of measures to identify and list 
endemic, rare, threatened, or endangered species 
that occur in the forest management unit which 
are appropriate to the scale of the organization. 

b) Existence of mapping or demarcation of 
habitats of endemic, rare, threatened, or 
endangered species. 

 

c) Evidence that endemic, rare, threatened, 
or endangered species are not exploited for 
commercial purposes, except when permitted by 
law. 

d) Evidence that measures are taken to 
protect or maintain the presence of endemic, rare, 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.3.3 
(c) 

Y 
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threatened, or endangered species and their 
habitats in the forest management unit. 

8.4.4 The standard requires that successful 
regeneration shall be ensured through natural 
regeneration or planting that is adequate to ensure 
the quantity and quality of the forest resources. 

Y 3.2.2 The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and management 
of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

b) Evidence that suitable practices for 
planting, reform, or coppicing are adopted to 
ensure the quality and quantity of forest resources 

The standard meets the requirements in part 
therough the reference provided. See also 
3.3.2: “The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management 
unit shall be recovered, with best use of the 
structures and natural processes … In 
activities to recover degraded areas in natural 
remnants found within the plantations, the use 
of native species should be prioritized.” 

Y 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation 
and afforestation origins of native species that are 
well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred. 
Only those introduced species, provenances or 
varieties shall be used whose impacts on the 
ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native 
species and local provenances have been 
scientifically evaluated, and if negative impacts can 
be avoided or minimised. 

Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) 
Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction, 
and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species that 
Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species are 
recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive 
species. 

Y 3.2.2 A) - The organization shall adopt strategies 
oriented toward sustainable use and management 
of forest resources. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that forest species are suited to 
the local soil and climate conditions and the 
planned end uses 

3.6.1 M) - The forest organization shall implement 
a monitoring and measurement plan to assess its 
performance that is in line with the scale, intensity, 
and objectives of management. 

Indicators: 

m) Existence of monitoring of invasive exotic 
species in areas set aside for conservation that 
could alter the balance between the occurring 
species. 

See also 3.3.2: “The integrity of native 
ecosystems and biodiversity shall be 
maintained or improved. Degraded areas 
within a forest management unit shall be 
recovered, with best use of the structures and 
natural processes … In activities to recover 
degraded areas in natural remnants found 
within the plantations, the use of native 
species should be prioritized.” 

In addition, 3.4.1: “Forest management shall 
incorporate scientific and technical information 
and also be appropriate for local 
characteristics.” 

Y 

8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, 
reforestation and other tree planting activities that 

Y 3.3.2 D) - The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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contribute to the improvement and restoration of 
ecological connectivity shall be promoted. 

shall be recovered, with best use of the structures 
and natural processes. 

Indicators: 

d) Evidence that the layout or demarcation 
of the planted forests helps maintain or improve 
ecological connectivity, considering the context of 
the landscape. The size and distribution of areas 
with naturally occurring vegetation shall be 
identified during the preparation phase of 
establishing new planted forests, based on the 
social and environmental assessments, and shall 
also be reviewed during subsequent phases of 
new replanting efforts. 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-
modified trees shall not be used. 

Note: The restriction on the usage of genetically-
modified trees has been adopted by the PEFC 
General Assembly based on the Precautionary 
Principle. Until enough scientific data on genetically 
modified trees indicates that impacts on human and 
animal health and the environment are equivalent 
to, or more positive than, those presented by trees 
genetically improved by traditional methods, no 
genetically-modified trees will be used. 

Y 3.4.2 Genetic diversity (species and structural) 
shall be improved, encouraged, or maintained. 
Introduction and utilization of genetic material shall 
take place in a controlled manner and following 
biosafety standards. Prior experience with the 
material is required, proving its potential for forest 
production in the region and permitting potential 
environmental impacts to be assessed. 

Indicators: 

e) Evidence that structural diversity is 
maintained or intensified by varying the size and 
layout of stands, species, genetic, diversity, and 
age class. 

f) Evidence of compliance with biosafety 
standards and techniques when genetically 
modified organisms are used in research areas. 
Genetically modified organisms cannot be used in 
commercial planted forests. 

NOTE   This restriction on the use of genetically 
modified trees was adopted as a precautionary 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.2 
(f).  

Y 

8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both 
horizontal and vertical structures and the diversity of 
species such as mixed stands shall be promoted, 
where appropriate. The practices shall also aim to 
maintain or restore landscape diversity. 

Y The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.2 
(e).  

Y 
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measure until sufficient scientific data on 
genetically modified trees indicate that the impacts 
on human, animal, and environmental health are 
the same as or more beneficial than those 
presented by trees that have undergone 
improvement processes via traditional genetic 
improvement methods. 

8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional 
management practices that create valuable 
ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be supported, 
where appropriate. 

Y 3.3.2 - The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit 
shall be recovered, with best use of the structures 
and natural processes. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the species diversity and 
ecosystems in the forest management unit are 
identified and recognized. 

b) Existence of measures to maintain or 
improve biodiversity. 

c) Evidence of actions to maintain or 
improve ecosystem services, such as potential to 
control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, 
regulate the climate, sequester carbon, and other 
services that regulate or support the ecosystem. 

d) Evidence that the layout or demarcation 
of the planted forests helps maintain or improve 
ecological connectivity, considering the context of 
the landscape. The size and distribution of areas 
with naturally occurring vegetation shall be 
identified during the preparation phase of 
establishing new planted forests, based on the 
social and environmental assessments, and shall 

The standard implies this through the 
requirements at 3.5.2 “The organization's 
relationships with local and traditional 
communities and indigenous peoples shall 
value traditional knowledge and raise 
awareness about sustainable use of natural 
resources” with commercial recognition of 
traditional knowledge at (b).  

. 

 

YY 

8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and 
harvesting operations shall be conducted in a way 
that does not cause lasting damage to ecosystems. 
Wherever possible, practical measures shall be 
taken to maintain or improve biological diversity. 

Y See 3.2.1 (b) “the multiannual plan for pre-
harvesting, harvesting, and post-harvesting 
operations in order to minimize the negative 
effects caused by harvest of the remaining 
forest “ 3.4.1 (a) “forest management 
employed is based on the findings of research 
and scientific studies conducted in conditions 
similar to those in the forest management unit 
when available, lower-impact management 
techniques or similar approaches shall be 
utilized”; 3.4.2 “Forest management 
techniques to protect the forests and control 
exotic species, pests, and diseases when 
necessary, shall be adopted”; 3.4.3 (c) 
“evidence that forest operations are carried out 

Y 
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also be reviewed during subsequent phases of 
new replanting efforts. 

e) Evidence that protective measures are 
taken to minimize the impact of domesticated 
animals on soil and biodiversity (when applicable). 

f) Evidence of activities to recover  
degraded areas identified in the forest 
management unit, based on techniques adapted 
to the local conditions. In activities to recover 
degraded areas in natural remnants found within 
the plantations, the use of native species should 
be prioritized. Areas undergoing recovery shall be 
protected from forest operations, including 
pressure from domestic and wild animals. 

in a way that prevents, minimizes, and 
mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation 

8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure 
shall be planned and constructed in a way that 
minimizes damage to ecosystems, especially to 
rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and 
genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other 
key species – in particular their migration patterns – 
into consideration. 

Y See 3.4.4 “Construction of infrastructure and 
forest operations shall be planned and carried 
out in a way that preserves and maintains 
native ecosystems and water and soil 
resources (b) evidence that the infrastructure 
is planned and constructed and the forest 
operations are carried out in a way that 
minimizes damage to ecosystems, particularly 
rare, sensitive, or representative ecosystems 
and genetic reserves, and also considers the 
existence of endemic, rare, threatened, or 
endangered species or other key species, 
particularly their identified or known migration 
patterns. 

Y 

8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard 
to management objectives, measures shall be taken 
to control the pressure of animal populations on 
forest regeneration and growth as well as on 
biodiversity. 

Y See 3.3.2 The integrity of native ecosystems 
and biodiversity shall be maintained or 
improved. Degraded areas within a forest 
management unit shall be recovered or 
restored, according to current legislation (d) 
protective measures are taken to minimize the 
impact of domesticated animals on biodiversity 
(when applicable); 3.4.2 : Forest management 
techniques to protect the forests and control 
exotic species, pests, and diseases when 
necessary, shall be adopted. b) existence of 
measures to control exotic plant and animal 
species that could upset the balance between 
native species within the forest management 
unit, when applicable. 

Y 
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8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and 
fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves and rare 
tree species shall be left in quantities and 
distribution necessary to safeguard biological 
diversity, taking into account the potential effect on 
the health and stability of forests and on 
surrounding ecosystems. 

N According to Appendix 1 (Guidelines for the 
interpretation of requirements in the case of forest 
plantations) of PEFC ST 1003:2018: 

The requirements 8.4.8, 8.4.9 and 8.4.13 do not 
usually apply to forest plantations and shall be 
understood to be primarily taking place in buffer 
zones and set-aside areas, which complement 
forest plantations, and which are dedicated to 
environmental, ecological, cultural and social 
functions. 

 

The standard meets the requirements n/a 

8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil 
and water) 

  

8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions 
of forests for society, such as their potential role in 
erosion control, flood prevention, water purification, 
climate regulation, carbon sequestration and other 
regulating or supporting ecosystem services shall 
be maintained or enhanced. 

Y 3.3.2 C) - The integrity of native ecosystems and 
biodiversity shall be maintained or improved. 
Degraded areas within a forest management unit 
shall be recovered, with best use of the structures 
and natural processes. 

Indicators: 

c) Evidence of actions to maintain or 
improve ecosystem services, such as potential to 
control erosion, prevent floods, purify water, 
regulate the climate, sequester carbon, and other 
services that regulate or support the ecosystem. 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil 
specific and recognised protective functions for 
society shall be mapped, and forest management 
plans and operations shall ensure the maintenance 
or enhancement of these functions. 

Y 3.3.4 - Areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest which are recognized for their exceptional 
natural, social, cultural, or environmental attributes 
shall be identified, protected, maintained, or 
improved. interest 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall 
be given to forestry operations on sensitive soils 
and erosion-prone areas as well as in areas where 
operations might lead to excessive erosion of soil 
into watercourses. Techniques applied and the 
machinery used shall be suitable for such areas. 
Special measures shall be taken to minimise the 
pressure of animal populations on these areas. 

Y 3.4.4 Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried out in a 
way that preserves and maintains native 
ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

d) Evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, and 
mitigates (when necessary) soil degradation. 
Areas susceptible to erosion shall be considered, 
and the techniques and machinery utilized in the 
operations shall be adapted to the soil, 
topography, and local climate conditions. 

f) Evidence that forest operations are 
carried out in a way that prevents, minimizes, and 
mitigates (when necessary) adverse effects on 
water resources The water balance and water 
quality downstream cannot be significantly 
affected by forest operations 

3.6.1 P) and Q) - The organization shall have a 
system for assessing performance, monitoring, 
measuring, and analyzing the management 
system that includes environmental, social, and 
economic aspects 

 p) Existence of monitoring of qualitative and 
quantitative parameters for relevant water 
resources that are related to management 

q) Existence of physical and chemical 
monitoring of relevant soil resources that are 
related to management 

 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.4.4 
(d) and (e).  

Y 

8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall 
be given to forestry operations in forest areas with 
water protection functions to avoid adverse effects 
on the quality and quantity of water resources. 
Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful 
substances or inappropriate silvicultural practices 
influencing water quality in a harmful way shall be 
avoided. Downstream water balance and water 
quality shall not be significantly affected by the 
operations. 

Y The standard meets the requirements at 
3.4.4 (f).  
 
The standard does not address 
inappropriate use of chemicals or practices 
with regard to water quality, however, there 
is a prohibiton on the affecting downstream 
water quality; this implies a prohibition.  

Y 

8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of 
roads, bridges and other infrastructure shall be 
carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil 

Y 3.4.4 E) - Construction of infrastructure and forest 
operations shall be planned and carried out in a 

The standard partly meets the requirements at 
3.4.4 (e). Drainage is not addressed. 

Minor 
NC 
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exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into 
watercourses and preserves the natural level and 
function of water courses and river beds. Proper 
road drainage facilities shall be installed and 
maintained. 

way that preserves and maintains native 
ecosystems and water and soil resources. 

Indicators: 

e) Evidence that adequate infrastructure 
such as roadways, skid trails, and bridges is 
planned, constructed, and maintained in a way 
that minimizes exposed soil, avoids erosion, and 
preserves the level and natural function of bodies 
of water and riverbeds. 

8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions   

8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management 
planning shall aim to respect all socio-economic 
functions of forests. 

Y 3.5.1 D) - The organization shall identify and 
assess the environmental, social, and economic 
values for stakeholders. Impacts on these values 
shall be identified and assessed, and measures to 
avoid, minimize, mitigate, and (when necessary) 
compensate for these impacts shall be defined 
and implemented. 

Indicators: 

d) Evidence that measures have been 
defined and implemented to avoid, minimize, and 
(when necessary) compensate for negative 
impacts on the environmental, social, and 
economic values for stakeholders as a result of 
forest management 

The standard meets the requirements at 3.5.1 
(b) evidence that the environmental, social, 
and economic values are identified and 
assessed, considering stakeholder needs and 
expectations. This assessment  shall include 
values that could be affected by the forest 
management and associated activities, and  
shall be conducted at a detail level and 
frequency compatible with the scale of the 
organization and the intensity and risk of 
management activities.” 

Y 

8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public 
access to forests for the purpose of recreation shall 
be provided, taking into account respect for 
ownership rights, safety and the rights of others, the 
effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as well 
as compatibility with other functions of the forest. 

Y 3.1.2 The organization's rights of ownership and of 
the use of land and forest resources and/or land 
tenure rights shall be clearly defined, documented, 
and established for the forest management unit. 
Similarly, legal, customary, and traditional rights 
related to the forest management unit shall be 
identified, recognized, and respected according to 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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current legislation and applicable treaties and 
international agreements ratified by the country. 

Indicators: 

g) Evidence that areas customarily used for 
recreation within the forest management unit are 
recognized, and when present, that public access 
is permitted, respecting rights of ownership, safety 
limits, rights of third parties, and the effects on 
forest resources and ecosystems, as well as 
compatibility with the forest's other functions. 

8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with 
recognised specific historical, cultural or spiritual 
significance and areas fundamental to meeting the 
needs of indigenous peoples and local communities 
(e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or 
managed in a way that takes due regard of the 
significance of the site. 

Y 3.3.4 A), B) and C) - Areas of relevant ecological 
and social interest which are recognized for their 
exceptional natural, social, cultural, or 
environmental attributes shall be identified, 
protected, maintained, or improved. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence of assessment to identify areas 
of relevant ecological and social interest (see 2.3) 
in the forest management unit, including 
characterization and mapping 

b) Evidence that stakeholder and/or 
specialists were consulted in the process of 
assessing areas of relevant ecological and social 
interest in the forest management unit 

c) Existence of measures to protect, 
maintain, or improve relevant areas of ecological 
and social interest in the forest management unit 

2.4 defines “areas of relevant ecological and 
social interest”, which includes “historical, 
archaeological, cultural, or spiritual 
significance, as well as areas that are essential 
to meet the needs of indigenous peoples and 
local communities (such as health or 
subsistence).” 

Y 

8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall 
promote the long-term health and well-being of 
communities within or adjacent to the forest 
management area, where appropriate supported by 

Y 3.5.2 The organization's relationships with local 
and traditional communities and indigenous 
peoples shall value traditional knowledge and 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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engagement with local communities and indigenous 
peoples. 

raise awareness about sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

The organization shall consider the role of its 
activities in local economies and promote activities 
that contribute to the health, well-being, and 
environmental education of its workers, and when 
viable, of local and traditional communities and 
indigenous peoples. 

Indicators: 

f) Existence of activities that preserve the 
long-term health and well-being of local and 
traditional communities and indigenous peoples, 
defined through engagement with these 
communities and local governments in developing 
and in accordance with the scale of the 
organization 

b) Evidence that the intellectual property of 
these traditional communities and indigenous 
peoples, when utilized by the organization in forest 
management, is compensated as agreed between 
the parties and in accordance with legal 
requirements 

c) Evidence that local communities, 
including indigenous peoples, are considered 
when employment and training opportunities are 
available in various forest management activities, 
in accordance with specific legislation 

8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall 
be made of forest-related experience and traditional 
knowledge, innovations and practices such as those 
of forest owners, NGOs, local communities, and 
indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising from the utilization of such 
knowledge shall be encouraged. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall 
give due regard to the role of forestry in local 
economies. Special consideration shall be given to 
new opportunities for training and employment of 
local people, including indigenous peoples. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management 
shall contribute to research activities and data 
collection needed for sustainable forest 
management or support relevant research activities 
carried out by other organisations, as appropriate. 

Y 3.4.1 Forest management shall incorporate 
scientific and technical information and also be 
appropriate for local characteristics. 

Indicators: 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 
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c) Evidence that the forest management 
contributes to research activities and data 
collection required for sustainable forest 
management, or monitors relevant research 
activities conducted by other organizations. 

9. Performance evaluation   

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation   

9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest 
resources and evaluation of their management, 
including ecological, social and economic effects, 
shall be periodically performed, and results fed back 
into the planning process. 

Y 3.6.1 - The forest organization shall implement a 
monitoring and measurement plan to assess its 
performance that is in line with the scale, intensity, 
and objectives of management. 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of a monitoring plan indicating 
environmental, social, and economic aspects to be 
monitored. 

b) Existence of indicators and goals related 
to environmental, social, and economic aspects, 
with frequency and intensity that are in line with 
the scale, intensity, and objectives of 
management. 

c) Existence of monitoring for pending 
administrative and legal issues related to the 
organization's compliance with legislation, 
including planned and executed activities as well 
as time frames for execution 

d) Existence of monitoring (of documents 
and in the field) related to compliance with labor 
law, including collective or individual agreements 
and collective conventions, which apply to the 

The standard meets the requirements.  Y 

9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality 
of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially 
key biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect 
health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as 
pests, diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, 
and damage caused by climatic factors, air 
pollutants or by forest management operations. 

Y The standard meets the requirements (g) to (k) Y 

9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the 
responsibility of the forest owner/manager and 
included in forest management, the use of non-
wood forest products, including hunting and fishing, 
shall be regulated, monitored and controlled. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.(h) Y 

9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions 
shall be regularly monitored and adapted as 
necessary. 

Y The standard meets the requirements.(e)  Y 
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workers that carry out activities in the forest 
management unit 

e) Existence of monitoring (of documents 
and in the field) related to compliance with 
legislation and regulatory standards related to 
workplace health and safety which apply to the 
workers that carry out activities in the forest 
management unit 

f) Existence of workplace accident 
monitoring 

g) Existing of monitoring of illegal or 
unauthorized activities in the forest management 
unit 

h) Existence of monitoring of growth, 
production, and productivity of the wood products 
managed by the organization 

i) Existence of monitoring of productivity of 
non-wood products managed by the organization 

j) Existence of monitoring of the efficacy of 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant environmental impacts 
caused by the forest management activity 

k) Existence of flora and fauna monitoring 
that makes it possible to assess the effectiveness 
of conservation and restoration activities 

l) Existence of monitoring of measures to 
protect, maintain, or improve areas of relevant 
ecological and social interest 

m) Existence of monitoring of invasive exotic 
species in areas set aside for conservation that 
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could alter the balance between the occurring 
species. 

n) Existence of monitoring of pests and 
diseases 

o) Existence of monitoring of meteorological 
conditions and fires 

p) Existence of monitoring of qualitative and 
quantitative parameters for relevant water 
resources that are related to management 

q) Existence of physical and chemical 
monitoring of relevant soil resources that are 
related to management 

r) Existing of monitoring and control of gas 
emissions of vehicles and forest equipment 
powered by oil-based fuels 

s) existence of monitoring of the efficacy of 
measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, or 
compensate for significant negative social impacts 
caused by the forest management activity 

9.2 Internal audit   

9.2.1 Objectives 

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide information on 

whether the management system 

  

a) conforms to 

• the organisation’s requirements for its 
management system; 

Y 3.6.2 A) - The organization shall plan, implement, 
and maintain an internal auditing program in order 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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• the requirements of the national sustainable forest 
management standard 

to verify compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of an internal auditing program 
in order to verify compliance with this Standard 
that is in line with the scale of the organization and 
the intensity of management activities, including: 

— frequency 

— methods 

— responsibilities 

— criteria and scope 

b) is effectively implemented and maintained. Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires that the organisation shall: 

  

a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an audit 
programme(s) including the frequency, methods, 
responsibilities, planning requirements and 
reporting, which shall take into consideration the 
importance of the processes concerned and the 
results of previous audits; 

Y 3.6.2 – The organization shall plan, implement, 
and maintain an internal auditing program in order 
to verify compliance with the requirements of this 
Standard 

Indicators: 

a) Existence of an internal auditing program 
in order to verify compliance with this Standard 
that is in line with the scale of the organization and 
the intensity of management activities, including: 

— frequency 

— methods 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) define the audit criteria and scope for each audit; Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

c) select the auditors and conduct audits to ensure 
objectivity and the impartiality of the audit process; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

d) ensure that the results of the audits are reported 
to relevant management; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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e) retain documented information as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme and the 
audit results. 

Y — responsibilities 

— criteria and scope 

b) evidence that the internal auditing 
program is planned, implemented, and maintained 

c) evidence that the results of previous 
audits are considered 

d) evidence that the audit process is 
conducted in an objective and impartial manner 

e) evidence that the results of the internal 
audits are documented and reported to the 
relevant management 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

9.3 Management review   

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include   

a) the status of actions from previous management 
reviews; 

Y 3.6.4 - The organization shall promote annual 
management review and incorporate the results of 
this practice to improve sustainable forest 
management and the management system. 

Indicators: 

a) Evidence that the organization's top 
management promotes annual management 
review  

b) Evidence that the management review  
consider: 

— The status of activities in prior 
management review  

— Changes in external and internal issues 
that are relevant for the management system 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) changes in external and internal issues that are 
relevant to the management system; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

c) information on the organisation’s performance, 
including trends in: 

• nonconformities and corrective actions; 

• monitoring and measurement results; 

• audit results; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

d) opportunities for continual improvement Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the 
management review shall include decisions related 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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to continual improvement opportunities and any 
need for changes to the management system. 

— Information about the organization's 
performance, including trends in 

● Non-conformities and corrective 
measures 

● Results of monitoring and measurement 

● Audit findings 

 Opportunities for continuous 
improvement 

c) Evidence that the results of management 
review include decisions related to continuous 
improvement and the need for changes in the 
management system 

d) Evidence that documented data showing 
the findings of management review by top 
management are maintained 

e) Evidence that compliance, improvement, 
and efficacy of the sustainable forest management 
system are continuously improved. 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented 
information as evidence of the results of 
management reviews shall be retained. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

10. Improvement   

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action   

10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall:   

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: 

i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences; 

Y 3.6.3 - The organization shall implement activities 
to address any non-conformities identified in order 
to minimize their impacts and avoid recurrence 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the 
causes of the nonconformity, in order that it does 
not 

recur or occur elsewhere, by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or 
could potentially occur; 

Y Indicators: 

a) Evidence that appropriate measures are 
taken to control, correct, and mitigate (when 
applicable) damage caused by any identified non-
conformities 

b) Evidence that the identified non-
conformities are analyzed in order to: 

— determine causes 

— determine whether similar non-
conformities exist or could occur 

— determine appropriate corrective 
measures to eliminate the identified causes in 
order to avoid recurrence of the non-conformity 

c) Evidence that corrective measures 
defined to eliminate the identified causes were 
implemented and their effectiveness analyzed. 

The standard meets the requirements.  

c) implement any action needed; Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action 
taken; 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

e) make changes to the management system, if 
necessary. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions 
shall be appropriate to the effects of the 
nonconformities encountered. 

Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 

10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of:   

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any 
subsequent actions taken; 

Y 3.6.3 D) - The organization shall implement 
activities to address any non-conformities 
identified in order to minimize their impacts and 
avoid recurrence 

Indicators: 

d) Documented evidence of the non-
conformities identified, the corrective measures 
implemented, and their results. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 

b) the results of any corrective action. Y The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy 
and effectiveness of the sustainable forest 
management system and the sustainable 
management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

Y 3.6.4 E) - The organization shall promote annual 
management review and incorporate the results of 
this practice to improve sustainable forest 
management and the management system. 

Indicators: 

e) Evidence that compliance, improvement, 
and efficacy of the sustainable forest management 
system are continuously improved. 

The standard meets the requirements. Y 
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PART IV: CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES CHECKLIST 

 

No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

Certification Bodies   

1. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification shall be carried out 
by impartial, independent third 
parties that cannot be involved 
in the standard setting process 
as governing or decision making 
body, or in the forest 
management and are 
independent of the certified 
entity?  

Annex 6, 3.1 YES PEFC Brazil written procedure SG 02.01 Requirements for 
certifying bodies auditing forest management and chain of 
custody states: 
 "6.Terms and Definitions"  
PEFC Accredited and Notified Certification Body 
An independent, third-party certification body accredited by official 
agencies for forest management or chain of custody according to 
PEFC technical documentation that carries out conformity 
evaluations in an impartial manner, which is also notified by 
PEFC Brazil to carry out these activities. 

In addition at 7.1 there is a 
requirement that notification 
only take place by contract.  

Y 

2.  Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification body for forest 
management certification shall 
fulfil requirements defined in 
ISO 17021? 

Annex 6, 3.1 YES PEFC Brazil SG 02.01:  
7. General Requirements 
7.1.The certification body shall: 
c) Implement a management system that meets the 
applicable requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1, suited 
to the type, extent, and volume of work carried out. 
 
10.Compliance evaluation (audit) 
The certification body shall ensure that conformity will be 
evaluated according to the requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 
17021-1(…) 
 
17. Internal audit 
17.1The certification body shall establish procedures for internal 
audits, which shall be conducted at least once every 12 months, 
and may be defined for take place at different intervals in order to 

The scheme meets the 
requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

verify compliance with the requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 
17021 (…). 

3. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification bodies carrying out 
forest certification shall have the 
technical competence in forest 
management on its economic, 
social and environmental 
impacts, and on the forest 
certification criteria? 

Annex 6, 3.1 YES 7.    General Requirements 
… 
7.2The certification body, as part of its management system, 
shall: 
a)Have technically competent staff, keeping records of 
qualifications and training activities in order to carry out the entire 
certification process described in this document in a competent 
manner. 
 
10.1.7 Critical Analysis and the Certification Decision 
… 
10.1.7.2 The certification decision shall be made by a person or 
group of people not involved in the evaluation process 
(certification committee, for example, and with adequate 
knowledge). 
 
15. Qualifications of the certification team 
15.1 Auditor qualifications 
15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the 
certification body's auditors, reviewers, and specialists shall meet 
the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 19011.  
15.1.2 The certification body shall comply with the directives 
contained in the following standards documents, according to its 
scope: 
a) For chain of custody, PEFC ST 2003 shall also be 
considered. 
b) For forest management:  
 
i.ABNT NBR 16789 Manejo florestal – Diretrizes para 
implementação da ABNT NBR 14789 (plantações florestais) 
[Forest management – Guidelines for implementing ABNT NBR 
14789 (forest plantations)]. 
ii.ABNT NBR 15753 Manejo florestal – Diretrizes para 
implementação da ABNT NBR 15789 (nativas) [Forest 

ABNT NBR 14793 is the 
requirements for forest 
auditors, which meets the 
technical competence 
requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

management – Guidelines for implementing ABNT NBR 14789 
(native forests)]. 
15.1.3 The certification body shall have a documented process 
to ensure that the auditors, reviewers, and specialists have the 
personal attributes, knowledge, and skills appropriate to the 
activities they will carry out. 
15.1.4 Technical specialists and reviewers shall be independent 
of the auditing.  
15.1.5 The certification body should promote gender equality. 

4. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification bodies shall have a 
good understanding of the 
national PEFC system against 
which they carry out forest 
management certification?  

Annex 6, 3.1 YES 7.      General Requirements 
 
7.1      The certification body shall: 
a) Be a legally constituted entity accredited by INMETRO, 
or in the case of chain of custody, other accreditation bodies 
recognized by the International Accreditation Forum (IAF). 
b) Ensure compliance with applicable PEFC standards, 
including the norms/standards applicable to forest management 
and/or chain of custody (ABNT NBR 14789, ABNT NBR 15789, or 
PEFC ST 2002) and documents from PEFC Brazil and the PEFC 
Council. 
9. Process of PEFC notification for the certification body 
include (see model in Annex D): 
… 
b) The need to comply with the requirements for 
certification bodies with valid accreditation, in accordance with 
Annex 6 - Certification and Accreditation Procedures and ABNT 
NBR 14793 Diretrizes para auditoria florestal – Procedimentos de 
auditoria – Critérios de qualificação para auditores florestais 
[Guidelines for forest auditing - Auditing procedures - Qualification 
criteria for forest auditors]. 
… 

Annex D: sample contract CB and PEFC Brazil 

11.b)Recognize, agree with, and comply with all the directives 
contained in the normative documents of the PEFC Council, 

The following reference is 
applicable:  
15.1.3 The certification 
body shall have a 
documented process to 
ensure that the auditors, 
reviewers, and specialists 
have the personal attributes, 
knowledge, and skills 
appropriate to the activities 
they will carry out. 

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

ABNT, and PEFC Brazil's procedures, including requirements for 
auditor qualifications. 

5.  Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification bodies have the 
responsibility to use competent 
auditors and who have 
adequate technical know-how 
on the certification process and 
issues related to forest 
management certification? 

Annex 6, 3.2 YES 7.      General Requirements 
7.2 The certification body, as part of its management 
system, shall: 
a) Have technically competent staff, keeping records of 
qualifications and training activities in order to carry out the entire 
certification process described in this document in a competent 
manner. 
… 
15. Qualifications of the certification team 
15.1 Auditor qualifications 
15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the 
certification body's auditors, reviewers, and specialists shall meet 
the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 19011. 
… 
ABNT NBR 14793 
4.3 Education and professional experience 
Auditors shall have at least completed high school and training in 
areas related to forest management or processing of forest-based 
products, in the case of forest management or chain of custody 
audits, respectively. 
NOTE 1 Secondary education is the part of the national education 
system that comes after primary education, but which has already 
been completed before entry into higher education, i.e. university 
or similar educational institution. 
Specific training related to forestry or forest-based industries and 
related industries may be replaced by work experience in these 
sectors, if the certification body can demonstrate that this is 
equivalent to the necessary education. 
 
Auditors should have appropriate professional experience that 
contributes to the development of skills and knowledge in one or 
more of the following subject matters: 
a) forest science and technology; 

The documentation meets 
the requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

b) technical, environmental, social and economic aspects of forest 
management; 
c) aspects related to the acquisition of forest-based products and 
processing, material flow in different stages of processing and 
commercialization; 
d) risk management; 
e) applicable requirements of laws, regulations and related 
documents; 
f) forest management standards, chain of custody of forest-based 
products and standards against which audits can be conducted 
for conducting audits; 
g) audit procedures, processes and techniques. 

6. Does the scheme 
documentation require that the 
auditors must fulfil the general 
criteria of ISO 19011 for Quality 
Management Systems auditors 
or for Environmental 
Management Systems auditors?  

Annex 6, 3.2 YES 10.1.4 Initial audit 
10.1.4.3 The certification body shall follow the guidelines in ABNT 
NBR ISO 19011 to carry out the audits. 
…. 
15. Qualifications of the certification team 
15.1 Auditor qualifications 
15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the 
certification body's auditors, reviewers, and specialists shall meet 
the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 19011.. 
… 
17. Internal audit 
17.2ABNT NBR ISO 19011 provides guidelines about conducting 
internal audits. 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 

7. Does the scheme 
documentation include 
additional qualification 
requirements for auditors 
carrying out forest management 
audits? [*1]  

Annex 6, 3.2 YES 15. Qualifications of the certification team 
15.1 Auditor qualifications 
15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the 
certification body's auditors, reviewers, and specialists shall meet 
the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 19011.  
… 
15.2 General conditions related to ethics and behavior that 
the certification body shall follow: 

The documentation does not 
include additional 
qualification requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

a) Act professionally, precisely, and free of bias. 
b) Strive to expand the competency and prestige of forest 
auditing as a profession. 
c) Support work colleagues or subordinates in developing 
skills related to sustainable forest management, the environment, 
and auditing. 
d) Not represent conflicting interests, or make any 
statements to clients or employers regarding relationships that 
might influence decisions. 
e) Not divulge any information related to the audit except 
for that authorized in writing by the audited party and the 
certification body. 
f) Not accept any incentives, commission, gifts, or any 
other benefits from audited organizations, their staff, or any 
interest groups, or allow colleagues to accept the same. 
g) Not intentionally communicate any false or misleading 
information that might compromise the integrity of any audit or the 
certification process. 
h) Not act in a manner that might damage the reputation of 
the certification body or the certification process. 

Certification procedures   

8.  Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification bodies shall have 
established internal procedures 
for forest management 
certification? 

Annex 6, 4 YES 7.      General Requirements 
7.1      The certification body shall: 
b) Ensure compliance with applicable PEFC standards, 
including the norms/standards applicable to forest management 
and/or chain of custody (ABNT NBR 14789, ABNT NBR 15789, or 
PEFC ST 2002) and documents from PEFC Brazil and the PEFC 
Council. 
… 
20. Documentation 
20.1 The certification body shall establish and maintain 
procedures to monitor all documentation and information related 
to its certification activities. 

 Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

… 
20.5 The certification body shall provide, upon request, via 
publications, electronically, or by other means: 
a) Information about the agency responsible for the 
certification body’s operations for forest management systems or 
chain of custody. 
b) A description of its certification system, including its rules 
and procedures for granting, maintaining, extending, reducing, 
suspending, or withdrawing certification. 
c) Information about the processes of evaluation and 
certification. 
 
Yet, there are requirements that require the CB to comply with 
17021 in relation to the development, implementation and control 
of schema-related documents. 

9. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
applied certification procedures 
for forest management 
certification shall fulfil or be 
compatible with the 
requirements defined in ISO 
17021? 

Annex 6, 4 YES 7.      General Requirements 
7.1      The certification body shall: 
c)Implement a management system that meets the applicable 
requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1, suited to the type, 
extent, and volume of work carried out. 
… 
10. Compliance evaluation (audit) 
The certification body shall ensure that conformity will be 
evaluated according to the requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 
17021-1, and according to the requirements of the PEFC ST 2003 
and ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065 standards for chain of custody. 
…. 
17.      Internal audit 
17.1 The certification body shall establish procedures for 
internal audits, which shall be conducted at least once every 12 
months, and may be defined for take place at different intervals in 
order to verify compliance with the requirements of ABNT NBR 
ISO/IEC 17021 and ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065 for chain of 
custody and also to determine: 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

a) If the management system is implemented and 
maintained effectively.  
b) If the staff authorized for forest chain of custody auditing 
are still competent to conduct audits. 
c) If the staff responsible for the audited area are notified of 
the audit findings. 
d) If corrective measures are taken within the appropriate 
time frame, and 
e) If the audit findings are recorded in reports. 

10. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
applied auditing procedures 
shall fulfil or be compatible with 
the requirements of ISO 19011?  

Annex 6, 4 YES 10.1.4 Initial audit 
10.1.4.3The certification body shall follow the guidelines in ABNT 
NBR ISO 19011 to carry out the audits. 
 
15. Qualifications of the certification team 
15.1 Auditor qualifications 
15.1.1 Qualification and maintenance of competencies by the 
certification body's auditors, reviewers, and specialists shall meet 
the requirements of ABNT NBR 14793 and ABNT NBR 19011. 
 
17. Internal audit 
17.2 ABNT NBR ISO 19011 provides guidelines about 
conducting internal audits.   

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 

11. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification body shall inform 
the relevant PEFC National 
Governing Body about all issued 
forest management certificates 
and changes concerning the 
validity and scope of these 
certificates?  

Annex 6, 4 YES 7.2 The certification body, as part of its management 
system, shall: 
 
d) The certification body shall inform PEFC Brazil of any changes 
to the certification scope of a certified client organization or 
special audits, and provide annual reports on the certified client 
organizations.  

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements. 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

 
10.1.8 Issuance of chain of custody certification and 
sustainable forest management certification 
 
 
10.1.8.6 The certification body shall notify PEFC Brazil of any and 
all changes in the certificates of its clients (issuance, 
maintenance, extension, reduction, suspension, cancellation, 
closure, or recertification) by the 20th day of the month in which 
such changes occur, containing all the information listed in Item 
10.1.8.2 as well as: 
a) Name, telephone, and email of the contact person at the 
certified client organization.  
b) Audit date. 
c) List of species commercially utilized in the scope of 
certification, when applicable.  

d) Total area of the certified FMU (including productive 
area, conservation area, infrastructure, and other data related to 
the scope that were altered, when applicable). 

22.14 The PEFC certification fee charge process includes: 
22.1.1 Initial and recertification audits 
 
a) When certification is recommended, the certification 
body shall notify PEFC Brazil in writing, along with the report and 
corresponding documentation, along with area data for forest 
management or revenue for chain of custody, based on the 
information provided by the organization. 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

12.  Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification body shall carry out 
controls of PEFC logo usage if 
the certified entity is a PEFC 
logo user? 

Annex 6, 4 YES 
13. Issuing licenses for use of the PEFC trademarks 

13.1 Organizations that wish to use the PEFC trademarks 
shall sign a trademark use contract and have a license issued by 
PEFC Brazil. 

13.2 The certification bodies are responsible for auditing the 
use of the PEFC trademarks by certified organizations in 
accordance with the terms and conditions for use of the PEFC 
trademarks established in SG 04 – Procedure for issuing licenses 
for use of the PEFC trademark. 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 

13. Does a maximum period for 
surveillance audits defined by 
the scheme documentation not 
exceed more than one year? 

Annex 6, 4 YES 10.2.2 Surveillance Audit for Forest Management 
10.2.2.2 The certification body shall schedule periodic 
surveillance audits of forest management. Considering that the 
certification is valid for 5 (five) years, 4 (four) surveillance audits 
shall be carried out, or at least one each calendar year except for 
in recertification years. The date of the first surveillance audit after 
initial certification shall occur within 12 months from the date that 
the certificate was issued. 

The maximum period is not 
exceeded.  

Y 

14. Does a maximum period for 
assessment audit not exceed 
five years for forest 
management certifications? 

Annex 6, 4 YES 10.2.2.2 The certification body shall schedule periodic 
surveillance audits of forest management. Considering that the 
certification is valid for 5 (five) years, 4 (four) surveillance audits 
shall be carried out, or at least one each calendar year except for 
in recertification years. The date of the first surveillance audit after 
initial certification shall occur within 12 months from the date that 
the certificate was issued. 

 
10.3.5 Confirmation of Recertification (assessment audit) 
10.3.5.3. When the requirements in this document are met, the 
certification body emits the new conformity assessment certificate 
with validity extended for an additional five years. 

The maximum period is not 
exceeded.  

Y 

15. Does the scheme 
documentation include 
requirements for public 

Annex 6, 4 YES 10.2.2 Surveillance Audit for Forest Management  
10.2.2.8 The certification body shall provide a public summary of 
the certification maintenance process, including confirmations that 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

availability of certification report 
summaries? 

this document conforms to the ABNT NBR 14789 or ABNT NBR 
15789 standards, in accordance with the model in Annex A of this 
document. The certification body shall critically analyze any 
comments that may be received to obtain feedback on the 
certification maintenance process. 
 
20. Documentation 
20.5 The certification body shall provide, upon request, via 
publications, electronically, or by other means: 
g) Provide a public summary of certification reports. 
 
Annex A: Minimum content for public summary of forest 
management 
As one of the instruments to provide transparency in the process 
of certification and to society, the certification body shall provide 
the public with a summary of the process of the initial, 
maintenance, and recertification audits, which shall contain the 
following information at a minimum(…) 

16. Does the scheme 
documentation include 
requirements for usage of 
information from external parties 
as the audit evidence?  

Annex 6, 4 YES 10.1.5 Supplement for initial audit of forest management 
… 
10.1.5.3The certification body shall establish and implement 
mechanisms for prior consultation and dissemination to 
stakeholders about the certification process, which shall include:  
a) drafting a list of regional, national, and when applicable, 
international stakeholders indicated by the client organization and 
by the certification body.  
b) prior consultation with stakeholders about the certification 
process involving at least the parties on the list mentioned in the 
previous Item, which shall take place 30 days prior to the start of 
Phase II in order to receive commentary.  
c) establish procedures to clarify the certification process and the 
handling of demands resulting from prior consultation. 
 

The scheme documentation 
includes requirements for the 
usage of information from 
external parties.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

10.1.5.5During Phase II auditing, the certification body shall 
organize public consultation sessions with stakeholders such 
involved local communities, non-governmental organizations, 
and/or government agencies that are related to the scope of 
certification. 

17. Does the scheme 
documentation include 
additional requirements for 
certification procedures? [*1] 

Annex 6, 4 NO  There are no additional 
requirements.  

Y 

Accreditation procedures   

18. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification bodies carrying out 
forest management certification 
shall be accredited by a national 
accreditation body?  

Annex 6, 5 YES 7.      General Requirements 
7.1      The certification body shall: 
a) Be a legally constituted entity accredited by INMETRO, 
or in the case of chain of custody, other accreditation bodies 
recognized by the International Accreditation Forum (IAF). 
 
Activities carried out by foreign certification bodies 
19.1 Foreign certification bodies accredited by INMETRO or a 
body recognized by the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) in 
the specific scope may conduct PEFC certification processes as 
long as they are legally established in Brazil and have a signed 
contract with PEFC Brazil. In this case, all documentation for the 
certification process shall be made available in Brazil and in 
Portuguese. 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 

19. Does the scheme 
documentation require that an 
accredited certificate shall bear 
an accreditation symbol of the 
relevant accreditation body? 

Annex 6, 5 YES 10.1.8 Issuance of chain of custody certification and 
sustainable forest management certification 
10.1.8.2 The certification shall include at least the following 
information: 
 k) Accreditation mark (symbol) of the accreditation body 
(including accreditation number, where applicable). 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 

20. Does the scheme 
documentation require that the 

Annex 6, 5 YES 19Activities carried out by foreign certification bodies The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

accreditation shall be issued by 
an accreditation body which is a 
part of the International 
Accreditation Forum (IAF) 
umbrella or a member of IAF’s 
special recognition regional 
groups and which implement 
procedures described in ISO 
17011 and other documents 
recognised by the above 
mentioned organisations? 

19.1 Foreign certification bodies accredited by INMETRO or a 
body recognized by the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) in 
the specific scope may conduct PEFC certification processes as 
long as they are legally established in Brazil and have a signed 
contract with PEFC Brazil. In this case, all documentation for the 
certification process shall be made available in Brazil and in 
Portuguese. 
19.2 Activities carried out by the accredited certification body 
by MLA members of IAF: (…) 

21. Does the scheme 
documentation require that 
certification body undertake 
forest management certification 
as “accredited certification” 
based on ISO 17021 and the 
relevant forest management 
standard(s) shall be covered by 
the accreditation scope? 

Annex 6, 5 YES  
7.      General Requirements 
 
7.1      The certification body shall: 
 
a) Be a legally constituted entity accredited by INMETRO, 
or in the case of chain of custody, other accreditation bodies 
recognized by the International Accreditation Forum (IAF). 
b) Ensure compliance with applicable PEFC standards, 
including the norms/standards applicable to forest management 
and/or chain of custody (ABNT NBR 14789, ABNT NBR 15789, or 
PEFC ST 2002) and documents from PEFC Brazil and the PEFC 
Council. 
c) Implement a management system that meets the 
applicable requirements of ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17021-1, suited 
to the type, extent, and volume of work carried out. 
d) For chain of custody certifiers, implement a management 
system that meets the applicable requirements of PEFC ST 2003 
and ABNT NBR ISO/IEC 17065, suited to the type, extent, and 
volume of work carried out. 
e) Sign a notification contract with PEFC Brazil. 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 
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22. Does the scheme 
documentation include a 
mechanism for PEFC 
notification of certification 
bodies? 

Annex 6, 6 YES 
9. Process of PEFC notification for the certification body 

9.1 The certification body sends a request for notification to 
PEFC Brazil.  

9.2 PEFC Brazil shall evaluate the request and the 
documentation and make a decision. 

9.3 If the request is rejected, the certification body may 
appeal the PEFC Brazil's decision to the PEFC Council, whose 
decision is final. 

9.4 If the request is granted, PEFC Brazil and the 
certification body sign the notification contract for certification of 
forest management and/or chain of custody. 

9.5 The contract shall include (see template in Annex D): 

a) Administrative conditions (such as transfer of information 
and communications between PEFC Brazil and the certification 
body, etc.) 

b) The need to comply with the requirements for 
certification bodies with valid accreditation, in accordance with 
Annex 6 - Certification and Accreditation Procedures and ABNT 
NBR 14793 Diretrizes para auditoria florestal – Procedimentos de 
auditoria – Critérios de qualificação para auditores florestais 
[Guidelines for forest auditing - Auditing procedures - Qualification 
criteria for forest auditors]. 

c) General terms related to finances, deadlines, and 
rescission. 

9.6 PEFC Brazil and the certification body sign an 
independent contract with each of the organizations to be 
certified. This applies to forest management and to chain of 
custody. 

The scheme 
documentation meets the 
requirements.  
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No. PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO 

Reference to system documentation (including quotation of 
relevant text) 

 Decision 

9.7 The notification procedure utilizes non-discriminatory 
conditions to issue PEFC notification to certification bodies.  

9.8 PEFC Brazil shall address complaints according to SG 
04, Procedures for addressing disputes and complaints. 

9.9 PEFC notification is valid for the period accreditation of 
the certification body is valid, according to its scope.  

9.10 PEFC notification may be suspended or terminated by 
PEFC Brazil if the notification contract is violated. 

 
23. Are the procedures for PEFC 

notification of certification bodies 
non-discriminatory? 

Annex 6, 6 YES 
9.7 The notification procedure utilizes non-discriminatory 
conditions to issue PEFC notification to certification bodies.  
 

The scheme documentation 
meets the requirements.  

Y 
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PART V: STANDARD AND SYSTEM REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST FOR SYSTEM SPECIFIC CHAIN OF CUSTODY STANDARDS – COMPLIANCE WITH 
PEFC ST PEFC 2002:2020  

PEFC Brazil has fully adopted PEFC ST 2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products Requirements as part of the Scheme. Therefore, this part of the assessment is 
not applicable. 
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ANNEX B. RESULTS OF STAKEHOLDER SURVEY  
 

A stakeholder survey was sent to PEFC Brazil stakeholders as part of the assessment:  

The questionnaire (in Portuguese) was as follows:  

1.Nome, organização e tipo de parte interessada (ONG, indústria, etc.)  

2.Descreva sua relação com o PEFC Brasil.  

3.Quando você foi convidado a participar da revisão do padrão PEFC Brasil?  

4.Todas as partes interessadas puderam participar e contribuir para a revisão do PEFC Brasil?  

5.O PEFC Brasil forneceu a você as informações necessárias para contribuir com o desenvolvimento e 
revisão do esquema?  

6.O processo de revisão foi bem planejado e estruturado?  

7.Suas opiniões foram devidamente consideradas durante o processo de revisão?  

8.Como foi alcançado o consenso dentro do comitê de revisão de padrões? (Aplicável apenas para 
membros do comitê de revisão de padrões)  

9.As partes interessadas participantes representam a gama de interesses no manejo florestal em seu 
país? Se não, quais outras partes interessadas você acha que deveriam estar envolvidas? 

10.Existem aspectos do esquema que requerem consideração mais aprofundada?  

1.Name, organization and type of stakeholder (NGO, industry, etc.) 

2.Describe your relationship with PEFC Brazil. 

3. When were you invited to participate in the review of the PEFC Brasil standard? 

4. Were all interested parties able to participate and contribute to the PEFC Brazil review? 

5. Did PEFC Brazil provide you with the necessary information to contribute to the development and 
review of the scheme? 

6. Was the review process well planned and structured? 

7. Were your views properly considered during the review process? 

8. How was consensus reached within the standards review committee? (Only applicable to standards 
review committee members) 

9. Do the participating stakeholders represent the range of interests in forest management in your 
country? If not, what other stakeholders do you think should be involved? 

10.Are there aspects of the schema that require further consideration? 
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A total of 15 responses were received. The results were as follows:  

Consultant 2 

Certification Body 2 

Private firm 7 

NGO 1 

Unspecified 1 

Academia 1 

Government 1 

 

All responses were either positive, could not provide additional suggestions, or did not answer the 
questions.  

It should be noted that for many participants, the standard development process took place some time 
ago; it should also be noted that there were a significant number of email ‘bounces’ to the questionnaire, 
which is also a function of the contact database becoming outdated since the standard development.  
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ANNEX C: RESULTS OF INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION 
 

Two comments wree received in the international consultation, as noted below.  

Created 
on 

Your feedback on the national system Organization name 
(optional) 

Your name (optional) Your email 
(optional) - 
Work 

Consultant remarks 

2022-
09-16 
0:24 

SG 02 Requirements for certifying bodies auditing forest management and 
chain of custody Suggestion: include the description and/or brief history 
of the PEFC, as well as the definition of the acronym of the forest 
certification system “PEFC”. 
 
  1. Terms and Definitions, Annual Revenue for Chain of Custody - We 
suggest including tax discounts and possible billing discounts for non-
forest products. 
 
Forest Management Unit (FMU) - What does “certified FMU” mean? 
Would it be the area in hectares of the total of the Certified FMU? Then, 
“effective planting area” appears. In the case of natural (native) forest, is 
there any specific information to be entered? 
 
Major Non-Conformance / Minor Non-Conformance - The quote “affects 
the management system's ability to achieve/achieve intended results” is 
too vague. Suggestion include the description of PEFC ST 2003: “to the 
function and effectiveness of the chain of custody and/or affect 
confidence in the supplier’s claims on certified raw material.” 
 
  1. Process of PEFC notification for the certification body – comment: The 
procedure does not detail or explain the concept of notification. It is 
suggested to include the purpose and application of the certifier's 
notification request to PEFC Brazil. In this item the PEFC 2003 applicable 
to chain of custody should be cited. 
 

IMAFLORA 
(Certification Body) 

Mariana Seide mariana.seide@
imaflora.org 

The comments provided in the 
consultation are voluminous 
and relate specifically to the 
SG guidance documents and 
the implementation of the 
scheme. These comments 
have been included in the 
assessment report and have 
also been delivered to the 
national scheme as part of its 
feedback processes. They do 
not appear to raise any issues 
with the consultation process 
or any inconsistency between 
the scheme and the PEFC 
benchmark, which is the scope 
of this assessment.   
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10.1.1.2, item d) – It is suggested to include the concept of subcontractors 
in this scenario, explaining whether it considers companies that process 
material outside the certified unit or only third-party employees operating 
in the certified installation itself. 
 
10.1.2.1 and 10.1.2.2 – comment: The process of reviewing 
procedures/documents before the initial audit and possible requests for 
corrections can make the certification process more expensive. Is this 
being considered? Document analysis is part of the initial verification audit 
with triangulation of information in the field. 
 
10.1.3.1 – Question: Can the pre-audit visit be carried out entirely through 
document analysis without going to the field, if the audit team's analysis 
assesses the risks and comes to the conclusion that it is not necessary to 
go to the field? Is it possible to carry out a preview remotely? 
 
10.1.4.1 – Question: Should it include the PEFC ST 2001 trademark rule? 
 
10.1.5.5 – Question: Can the public consultation sessions in Phase II 
(10.1.5.5) be carried out remotely (email)? Or does he refer to face-to-
face consultations here? Or are both possible? 
 
10.1.6.3 – Question: the requirement is valid only for forest management, 
correct? 
 
10.1.6.7 – Question: Does the term used “conformity assessment 
certificate” mean granting the initial assessment certification? It is 
suggested in the translation to adjust so as not to cause confusion. 
 
10.1.7 – comment: It is not explicit that the reviewer and decision maker 
can be the same person. It is suggested to consider the note of 6.1.1.4 of 
PEFC ST 2003 and the possibility of considering reviewer and decision 
maker as the same person. 
 
10.1.8.2 - The example of the certificate code item 10.1.8.2 b may cause 
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confusion. We suggest adopting the current standard, according to PEFC 
2003 7.7.4., using the acronym CoC and not CdC. 
 
10.2.4.1 – We have identified a possible error in writing or translation. It is 
possible to interpret that the corrective actions would be proposed by the 
certification body based on the critical analysis of the company. However, 
we understand that corrective actions must be proposed by the certified 
enterprise. 
 
10.2.4.2 - PEFC 2003 does not establish a deadline for the presentation of 
the action plan. Does the indicated deadline apply for both major and 
minor non-conformities? 
 
10.2.4.6 - PEFC 2003 does not establish a deadline for the presentation of 
the action plan. 
 
10.2.5.4, item c) – requesting the signature of the person in charge of the 
report is not feasible, it is strongly suggested to review it. 
 
10.3.1 - This information is already collected by the certifier during the last 
monitoring. Therefore, the need to formally receive this information is 
suggested to be optional. Prior information on the scope is suggested to 
consider those already collected throughout the cycle, especially the last 
monitoring (maintenance) report. And that evidence of compliance with 
norms and standards be evaluated during the recertification audit. 
 
10.Compliance evaluation (audit) – The procedure does not address the 
requirements for compliance assessment and sampling of multi-site scope 
and outsourced scopes. It is strongly suggested to include directives on 
both topics. 
 
  1. Transition Period - It is considered that the transition period should be 
evaluated in terms of the impact of changes in the standards. Eventually a 
year may be short for transition. 
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22.1 - We suggest that the fee considers the collection of invoicing and 
deducts taxes, in addition to only considering the invoicing of forest 
products for the chain of custody. 
 
22.1.1, items b and c) - What will be the period of return of PEFC Brazil to 
the certification bodies to confirm the payment and signed contract, 
considering not to jeopardize the validity of the certificate in the 
recertification? It is suggested that you have a transparency system that 
helps to monitor and confirm notification of this process. 
 
Annex B: Minimum Content for Public Summary of the Chain of Custody, 
item b) What is expected about the organization's history (item b)? It is 
suggested to remove this requirement.   
Item 4. Is it possible to group the requirements to compose the audit 
findings? Or is it necessary to present all the requirements and their 
conclusions? 
 
SG 04 – Procedure for issuing licenses for use of the PEFC trademark. - 
What is intended in relation to the flows and processes for managing the 
use of PEFC brands? It is strongly suggested to have a process of prior 
approval of individual use applications of the PEFC brand in product and 
promotionally by the certified enterprise, in order to reduce the risks of 
misuse. 
 
General questions:   
• Considering that Inmetro will remain as an accreditation body, will it 
apply only the PEFC Brazil procedures and the PEFC 2003 regulations to 
the chain of custody?   
• Will a new accreditation validation process be required after IPMF 
endorsement? Will there be a transition period for compliance with 
possible new requirements by the certifiers?   
• How is the reporting flow to the PEFC (Brazil or international?) expected 
in relation to updates of certificate information?   
• How will the normative document on product groups: “PEFC Product 
Categories” be applied? 
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General comments:   
• PEFC Brasil's management system seems well structured and easy to 
understand;   
• Considering the returns from certified organizations, we understand that 
the endorsement change will bring important updates and improvements 
to the participation of organizations in the system.   
• The OC awaits formal communications on the progress of the 
endorsement process in this period in which management by the IPMF is 
not yet formalized.   
• We also look forward to communication on transition periods for 
certified organizations and certification body.   
• We hope that the new PEFC Brazil requirements for certification bodies 
do not conflict with the requirements of the accreditation body Inmetro. 

2022-
08-11 
14:37 

The National Standards for the Brazillian system are not available at no 
cost, as required by the requirement "7.2.1 The formally approved 
standard(s)/normative document(s) shall be published and made publicly 
available at no cost within 14 days of approval, or as otherwise defined by 
the standardizing body.". 
 
Currently, the standardizing body, ABNT, is charging 159,00 BRL for each 
standard, as can be seen on the following links: 
 
<https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br/norma.aspx?Q=RkJuT1cxNzJtcHE1eD
VWcnVrbXdNTlhjT2g5S1ZIU0c0MG8wTEhqNk9qbz0=> 
 
<https://www.abntcatalogo.com.br/norma.aspx?Q=MmpvU2QrK0EwZWp
rdmhFemhMNlFxeU03Zjk0anhHZHJJaW9LTFJSRTFpYz0=> 

      This has been noted within 
the assessment report; the 
cost has been defined by the 
standardising body, which is 
appropriate.  
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ANNEX D. INTERNAL REVIEW COMMENTS 

 

Reference Comment Response 
Chapter 2 Is the group certification model related corrective action not 

included? 
The corrective action for the group model has been included.  

Chapter 3 These [stakeholder groups] were included or these were not 
included? 

Clarified, groups were not included 

Chapter 4 Any additional details about the share of public/private forest and 
estimation of forest smallholders? 

Additional detail added 

Chapter 4 Please include this [ABNT] in the list of abbreviations  Included 
Chapter 5 4.3.2 Inventory is limited to pre-harvest? Or the forest management plans 

include inventory related requirements and it's an additional element 
to have an inventory before the harvest? 

This has been clarified as a translation error. 

Chapter 5 6.3.3.1 Is the document referred to the 4.1 i) compliance not relevant here? This has been clarified and amended.  
Chapter 5 6.3.3.1 This seems a little bit odd. If this gives the possibility to pass by 

ratified international convention by local legislation, then this 
assessment decision should be revisited. 

The assessment decision has been revisited.  

Chapter 5 8.2.3  This address the issue of fires, when they occur beyond the scope of 
forest operations. Is there anything, which regulates the use of fire 
within the scope of forest operations? If not, please revisit the 
assessment decision. 

This has been addressed with additional references.  

Chapter 5 8.1.4 Please provide further details on how the standard meets the 
requirement for forest type and for the certified area. Both elements 
should be addressed, otherwise this subrequirement remains non-
compliant. 

The assessment decision was revisited 

Chapter 5 8.2.3 This address the issue of fires, when they occur beyond the scope of 
forest operations. Is there anything, which regulates the use of fire 
within the scope of forest operations? If not, please revisit the 
assessment decision. 

The assessment decision was revisited 

Chapter 5 8.3.1 Please add the justification Justification added 
Chapter 8.3.2 Is this the right justification? References corrected 
Chapter 5 8.4.13 Please elaborate on this justification, because the text here is taken 

from the ST 1003. Do you think that this aspect is being covered or 
it's not applicable? 

Revisited; it is not applicable.  
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Chapter 5 9.1.1 Is this aspect covered? Because from the list below I see only the 
monitoring takes place, but the results are not considered. 

Additional references have been added.  

Chapter 5 9.1.2 General and does not specify any of the listed items or forest health 
in general. Please provide additional evidence or revisit the 
assessment decision. 

Additional references have been added.  

Chapter 5 9.1.3 The requirement is about non-wood products. Maybe i)? The reference has been corrected.  
Chapter 10 Could you please extend this section with a bit more justification? Elaborated 
Chapter 11 How is it possible to have these shortcomings, if they adopted the 

2003:2020? 
This was a leftover from the pre-interruption draft.  

Annex Please include the two submissions and the analysis of the issues they 
raised. 

Included 
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	Requirement 8.4.2 At the start of a review, the standardizing body shall update the stakeholder identification mapping (refer to clause 6.2).
	Requirement 8.4.3 The standardizing body shall organize: a) a public consultation period of at least 30 days (following the requirements of clause 6.5.1) and/or, b) stakeholder meetings.
	Requirement 8.4.4 The standardizing body shall announce the review in a timely manner (refer to 6.3).
	Requirement 8.5.1 Based on the feedback received during the period of a standard’s implementation, the outcome of the gap analysis and the consultations, the standardizing body shall decide whether to reaffirm the standard or whether a revision of the...
	Requirement 8.5.2 The decision shall be made at the highest decision-making level of the standardizing body
	Requirement 8.5.3 Where the decision is to reaffirm a standard, the standardizing body shall provide a justification for the decision and make the justification publicly available.

	7. FOREST MANAGEMENT STANDARD
	Requirement 4.1 General:
	The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forest management standards shall:
	4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders. The standard requires that the organization shall determine: a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to the sustainable forest management; b) the relevant needs and expectat...
	4.3 Determining the scope of the management system
	4.3.1 The standard requires that the organization shall determine the boundaries and applicability of the management system to establish its scope
	4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall comprise the cycle of inventory and planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts of forest m...
	5. Leadership
	5.1 The standard requires that organization shall provide a commitment: a) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard and other applicable requirements of the certification system; b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest manag...
	5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly available.
	5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable forest management shall be clearly defined and assigned.
	6. Planning
	6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities
	6.1.1 The standard requires that the organization shall consider risks and opportunities concerning compliance with the requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and scale of the operations of the organization shall be considered.
	6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest resources shall be established and maintained, adequate to local and national conditions and in correspondence with the requirements described in this international benchmark standard.
	6.2 Management plan
	6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be: a) elaborated and periodically updated or continually adjusted; b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest area; c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation as ...
	6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the different uses or functions of the managed forest area.
	6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include at least a description of the current forest management unit, long-term objectives, and the average annual allowable cut, including its justification.
	6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of non-wood forest products shall be included in the management plan where forest management covers commercial use of non-wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their lon...
	6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways and means to minimise the risk of degradation and damage to forest ecosystems.
	6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the results of scientific research.
	6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management plan, appropriate to the scope and scale of forest management, shall be publicly available and shall include information on the general objectives and forest management principles.
	6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available summary of the management plan may exclude confidential business and personal information and other information made confidential by applicable legislation or for the protection of cultural sites...
	6.3 Compliance requirements
	6.3.1 Legal compliance
	6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organization shall identify and have access to the legislation applicable to its forest management and determine how these compliance obligations apply to the organization rganization. Note: For a country which h...
	6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organization shall comply with applicable local, national and international legislation on forest management, including but not limited to forest management practices; nature and environmental protection; protect...
	6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption legislation exists, the organizationion must take alternative anti-corruption measures appropriate to the risk of corruption.
	6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be implemented to address protection of the forest from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally initiated fires, and other illegal activities.
	6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land
	6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership and land tenure arrangements shall be clearly defined, documented and established for the relevant management unit. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the for...
	6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall be conducted in recognition of the established framework of legal, customary and traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous...
	6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall respect human rights as defined by the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.
	6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions
	6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall comply with fundamental ILO conventions. Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions have been ratified, the requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a fund...
	6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions
	6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be planned, organised and performed in a manner that enables health and accident risks to be identified and all reasonable measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related risks. Wo...
	6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be safe, and guidance and training in safe working practices shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in forest operations. Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or...
	6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant forest workers as well as of contractors and other operators operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at least legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collecti...
	6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed to equal opportunities, non-discrimination and freedom from workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted.
	7. Support
	7.1 Resources
	7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine and provide the resources needed for the establishment, implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the sustainable forest management system.
	7.2 Competence
	7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, employees and forest owners shall be provided with sufficient information and kept up-to-date through continuous training in relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition fo...
	7.3 Communication
	7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and consultation with local communities, indigenous peoples and other stakeholders relating to sustainable forest management shall be provided.
	7.4 Complaints
	7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to forest management operations, land use rights and work conditions.
	7.5 Documented Information
	7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management system shall include documented information required by the standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system.
	7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of the organisation.

	8. Operation
	8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle
	8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services and maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social values of forest resources.
	8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the forest resources and the capacity of the forest to store and sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium and long term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate...
	8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in management operations, such as greenhouse gas emission reductions and efficient use of resources shall be encouraged
	8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a res...
	8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:
	a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority; and b) is established...
	8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where the conver...
	8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality
	8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures and ...
	8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and structural diversity shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation m...
	8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to regions where fire is an essential tool in forest management for regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat management or a recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases a...
	8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management practices such as reforestation and afforestation with tree species and provenances that are suited to the site conditions or the use of tending, harvesting and transport technique rganiza...
	8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be collected, stored in designated areas and removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spill...
	8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, appropriate silviculture alternatives and other biological measures shall be preferred to minimise the use of pesticides.
	8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is documented.
	8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, except where no other viable alternative is available. Any exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be def...
	8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use, and any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohi...
	Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are defined in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.
	8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall follow the instructions given by the pesticide producer and be implemented with proper equipment by trained personnel.
	8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due consideration for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management.
	8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)
	8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to produce a range of wood and non-wood forest products and services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained.
	8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance shall be pursued, taking into account possibilities for new markets and economic activities in connection with all relevant goods and services of forests.
	8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and regeneration operations shall be carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and ...
	8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood and non-wood forest products shall not exceed a rate that can be sustained in the long term, and optimum use shall be made of the harvested products.
	8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or bridges shall be planned, established and maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods and services while minimising negative impacts on the environment.
	8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems
	8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, species and genetic levels.
	8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning of forest resources shall identify, protect, conserve or set aside ecologically important forest areas. Note: This does not prohibit forest management activities that do not damage the i...
	8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and endangered plant and animal species shall not be exploited for commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be taken for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their populat...
	8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be ensured through natural regeneration or planting that is adequate to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest resources.
	8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and afforestation origins of native species that are well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced species, provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the ecos...
	Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species are recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive species.
	8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and other tree planting activities that contribute to the improvement and restoration of ecological connectivity shall be promoted.
	8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall not be used.
	8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and vertical structures and the diversity of species such as mixed stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The practices shall also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity.
	8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices that create valuable ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be supported, where appropriate.
	8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting operations shall be conducted in a way that does not cause lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical measures shall be taken to maintain or improve biological diversity.
	8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned and constructed in a way that minimises damage to ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key spe...
	8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to management objectives, measures shall be taken to control the pressure of animal populations on forest regeneration and growth as well as on biodiversity.
	8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves and rare tree species shall be left in quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard biological diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the h...
	8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and water)
	8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for society, such as their potential role in erosion control, flood prevention, water purification, climate regulation, carbon sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem ...
	8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and recognised protective functions for society shall be mapped, and forest management plans and operations shall ensure the maintenance or enhancement of these functions.
	8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as well as in areas where operations might lead to excessive erosion of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the m...
	8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations in forest areas with water protection functions to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity of water resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmfu...
	8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure shall be carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into watercourses and preserves the natural level and function...
	8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions
	8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall aim to respect all socio-economic functions of forests.
	8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to forests for the purpose of recreation shall be provided, taking into account respect for ownership rights, safety and the rights of others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as w...
	8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific historical, cultural or spiritual significance and areas fundamental to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples and local communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or mana...
	8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the long-term health and well-being of communities within or adjacent to the forest management area, where appropriate supported by engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples.
	8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of forest-related experience and traditional knowledge, innovations and practices such as those of forest owners, NGOs, local communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the ben...
	8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due regard to the role of forestry in local economies. Special consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training and employment of local people, including indigenous peoples.
	8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall contribute to research activities and data collection needed for sustainable forest management or support relevant research activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate.

	9. Performance evaluation
	9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation
	9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their management, including ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results fed back into the planning process.
	9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overs...
	9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager and included in forest management, the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled.
	9.1.4 The standard requires that working conditions shall be regularly monitored and adapted as necessary.
	9.2 Internal audit
	9.2.1 Objectives
	The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide information on whether the management system a) conforms to • the organisation’s requirements for its management system; • the requirements of the national susta...
	9.2.2 Organisation
	The standard requires that the organisation shall: a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an audit programme(s) including the frequency, methods, responsibilities, planning requirements and reporting, which shall take into consideration the import...
	9.3 Management review
	9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include  a) the status of actions from previous management reviews; b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the management system; c) information on th...
	9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include decisions related to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the management system.
	9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of management reviews shall be retained

	10. Improvement
	10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action
	10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: i. take action to control and correct it; ii. deal with the consequences; b) evaluate the need for action to elimi...
	10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be appropriate to the effects of the nonconformities encountered.
	10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of: a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions taken; b) the results of any corrective action.
	10.2 Continual improvement
	The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system and the sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously improved

	Requirement 4.1 General:
	The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forest management standards shall:
	4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders. The standard requires that the organisation shall determine: a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to the sustainable forest management; b) the relevant needs and expectat...
	4.3 Determining the scope of the management system
	4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine the boundaries and applicability of the management system to establish its scope
	4.3.2 The standard requires that forest management shall comprise the cycle of inventory and planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and economic impacts of forest m...
	5. Leadership
	5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment: a) to comply with the sustainable forest management standard and other applicable requirements of the certification system; b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest m...
	5.2 The standard requires that this commitment shall be publicly available.
	5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities for sustainable forest management shall be clearly defined and assigned.
	6. Planning
	6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities
	6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall consider risks and opportunities concerning compliance with the requirements for sustainable forest management. Size and scale of the operations of the organisation shall be considered.
	6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and mapping of forest resources shall be established and maintained, adequate to local and national conditions and in correspondence with the requirements described in this international benchmark standard.
	6.2 Management plan
	6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be: a) elaborated and periodically updated or continually adjusted; b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest area; c) based on applicable local, national and international legislation as ...
	6.2.2 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the different uses or functions of the managed forest area.
	6.2.3 The standard requires that management plans shall include at least a description of the current forest management unit, long-term objectives, and the average annual allowable cut, including its justification.
	6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually allowable use of non-wood forest products shall be included in the management plan where forest management covers commercial use of non-wood forest products at a level which can have an impact on their lon...
	6.2.5 The standard requires that management plans specify ways and means to minimise the risk of degradation and damage to forest ecosystems.
	6.2.6 The standard requires that management plans shall take into account the results of scientific research.
	6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of the management plan, appropriate to the scope and scale of forest management, shall be publicly available and shall include information on the general objectives and forest management principles.
	ASSESSMENT DECISION: CONFORMS6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly available summary of the management plan may exclude confidential business and personal information and other information made confidential by applicable legislation or for the...
	6.3 Compliance requirements
	6.3.1 Legal compliance
	6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall identify and have access to the legislation applicable to its forest management and determine how these compliance obligations apply to the organisation. Note: For a country which has signed a ...
	6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the organisation shall comply with applicable local, national and international legislation on forest management, including but not limited to forest management practices; nature and environmental protection; protect...
	6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no anti-corruption legislation exists, the organisation must take alternative anti-corruption measures appropriate to the risk of corruption.
	6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures shall be implemented to address protection of the forest from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally initiated fires, and other illegal activities.
	6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land
	6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property rights, tree ownership and land tenure arrangements shall be clearly defined, documented and established for the relevant management unit. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the for...
	6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall be conducted in recognition of the established framework of legal, customary and traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous...
	6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall respect human rights as defined by the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.
	6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions
	6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest practices and operations shall comply with fundamental ILO conventions.
	Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO conventions have been ratified, the requirements of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a fundamental convention has not been ratified and its content is not covered by applicable legislation, specific requir...
	6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions
	6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest operations shall be planned, organised and performed in a manner that enables health and accident risks to be identified and all reasonable measures to be applied to protect workers from work-related risks. Wo...
	6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working conditions shall be safe, and guidance and training in safe working practices shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in forest operations. Working hours and leave shall comply with national laws or...
	6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of local and migrant forest workers as well as of contractors and other operators operating in PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at least legal, industry minimum standards or, where applicable, collecti...
	6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the organisation is committed to equal opportunities, non-discrimination and freedom from workplace harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted.
	7. Support
	7.1 Resources
	7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall determine and provide the resources needed for the establishment, implementation, maintenance and continual improvement of the sustainable forest management system.
	7.2 Competence
	7.2.1 The standard requires that forest managers, contractors, employees and forest owners shall be provided with sufficient information and kept up-to-date through continuous training in relation to sustainable forest management, as a precondition fo...
	7.3 Communication
	7.3.1 The standard requires that effective communication and consultation with local communities, indigenous peoples and other stakeholders relating to sustainable forest management shall be provided.
	7.4 Complaints
	7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate mechanisms are in place for resolving complaints and disputes relating to forest management operations, land use rights and work conditions.
	7.5 Documented Information
	7.5.1 The standard requires that the organisation’s management system shall include documented information required by the standard and determined by the organisation as being necessary for the effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system.
	7.5.2 The standard requires that the documented information is relevant, and updated as appropriate, to the activities of the organisation.

	8. Operation
	8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle
	8.1.1 The standard requires that management shall aim to maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services and maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social values of forest resources.
	8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and quality of the forest resources and the capacity of the forest to store and sequester carbon shall be safeguarded in the medium and long term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, using appropriate...
	8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive practices in management operations, such as greenhouse gas emission reductions and efficient use of resources shall be encouraged
	8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a res...
	8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:
	a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation applicable for land use and forest management and is a result of national or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official authority; and b) is established...
	8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. Precondition of adding such value are circumstances where the conver...
	8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality
	8.2.1 The standard requires that health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as economically feasible, by making best use of natural structures and ...
	8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate genetic, species and structural diversity shall be encouraged or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural regulation m...
	8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall be limited to regions where fire is an essential tool in forest management for regeneration, wildfire protection and habitat management or a recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In these cases a...
	8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate forest management practices such as reforestation and afforestation with tree species and provenances that are suited to the site conditions or the use of tending, harvesting and transport techniques that m...
	8.2.5 The standard requires that the indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter shall be collected, stored in designated areas and removed in an environmentally-responsible manner. The spill...
	8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest management, appropriate silviculture alternatives and other biological measures shall be preferred to minimise the use of pesticides.
	8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of pesticides is documented.
	8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited, except where no other viable alternative is available. Any exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B pesticides shall be def...
	8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use, and any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohi...
	Note: “Pesticides banned by international agreements” are defined in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.
	8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of pesticides shall follow the instructions given by the pesticide producer and be implemented with proper equipment by trained personnel.
	8.2.11 The standard requires that where fertilisers are used, they shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due consideration for the environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an alternative to appropriate soil nutrient management.
	8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)
	8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of forests to produce a range of wood and non-wood forest products and services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained.
	8.3.2 The standard requires that sound economic performance shall be pursued, taking into account possibilities for new markets and economic activities in connection with all relevant goods and services of forests.
	8.3.3 The standard requires that management, harvesting and regeneration operations shall be carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for example by avoiding damage to soil and retained stands and ...
	8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting levels of both wood and non-wood forest products shall not exceed a rate that can be sustained in the long term, and optimum use shall be made of the harvested products.
	8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or bridges shall be planned, established and maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods and services while minimising negative impacts on the environment.
	8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems
	8.4.1 The standard requires that management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, species and genetic levels.
	8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, mapping and planning of forest resources shall identify, protect, conserve or set aside ecologically important forest areas.
	Note: This does not prohibit forest management activities that do not damage the important ecologic values of those biotopes.
	8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, threatened and endangered plant and animal species shall not be exploited for commercial purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be taken for their protection and, where relevant, to increase their populat...
	Note: The requirement does not preclude trade according to CITES requirements.
	8.4.4 The standard requires that successful regeneration shall be ensured through natural regeneration or planting that is adequate to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest resources.
	8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation and afforestation origins of native species that are well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred. Only those introduced species, provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the ecos...
	Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species are recognised as guidance for avoidance of invasive species.
	8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, reforestation and other tree planting activities that contribute to the improvement and restoration of ecological connectivity shall be promoted.
	8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-modified trees shall not be used.
	8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of both horizontal and vertical structures and the diversity of species such as mixed stands shall be promoted, where appropriate. The practices shall also aim to maintain or restore landscape diversity.
	8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional management practices that create valuable ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be supported, where appropriate.
	8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and harvesting operations shall be conducted in a way that does not cause lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical measures shall be taken to maintain or improve biological diversity.
	8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure shall be planned and constructed in a way that minimises damage to ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or other key spe...
	8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due regard to management objectives, measures shall be taken to control the pressure of animal populations on forest regeneration and growth as well as on biodiversity.
	8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves and rare tree species shall be left in quantities and distribution necessary to safeguard biological diversity, taking into account the potential effect on the h...
	8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and water)
	8.5.1 The standard requires that protective functions of forests for society, such as their potential role in erosion control, flood prevention, water purification, climate regulation, carbon sequestration and other regulating or supporting ecosystem ...
	8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil specific and recognised protective functions for society shall be mapped, and forest management plans and operations shall ensure the maintenance or enhancement of these functions.
	8.5.3 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone areas as well as in areas where operations might lead to excessive erosion of soil into watercourses. Techniques applied and the m...
	8.5.4 The standard requires that special care shall be given to forestry operations in forest areas with water protection functions to avoid adverse effects on the quality and quantity of water resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmfu...
	8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure shall be carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into watercourses and preserves the natural level and function...
	8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions
	8.6.1 The standard requires that forest management planning shall aim to respect all socio-economic functions of forests.
	8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public access to forests for the purpose of recreation shall be provided, taking into account respect for ownership rights, safety and the rights of others, the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, as w...
	8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with recognised specific historical, cultural or spiritual significance and areas fundamental to meeting the needs of indigenous peoples and local communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be protected or mana...
	8.6.4 The standard requires that management shall promote the long-term health and well-being of communities within or adjacent to the forest management area, where appropriate supported by engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples.
	8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use shall be made of forest-related experience and traditional knowledge, innovations and practices such as those of forest owners, NGOs, local communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable sharing of the ben...
	8.6.6 The standard requires that management shall give due regard to the role of forestry in local economies. Special consideration shall be given to new opportunities for training and employment of local people, including indigenous peoples.
	8.6.7 The standard requires that forest management shall contribute to research activities and data collection needed for sustainable forest management or support relevant research activities carried out by other organisations, as appropriate.
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	9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation
	9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of forest resources and evaluation of their management, including ecological, social and economic effects, shall be periodically performed, and results fed back into the planning process.
	9.1.2 The standard requires that health and vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, especially key biotic and abiotic factors that potentially affect health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, overgrazing and overs...
	9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the responsibility of the forest owner/manager and included in forest management, the use of non-wood forest products, including hunting and fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and controlled.
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	9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include  a) the status of actions from previous management reviews; b) changes in external and internal issues that are relevant to the management system; c) information on th...
	9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of the management review shall include decisions related to continual improvement opportunities and any need for changes to the management system.
	9.3.3 The standard requires that documented information as evidence of the results of management reviews shall be retained
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	10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: i. take action to control and correct it; ii. deal with the consequences; b) evaluate the need for action to elimi...
	10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective actions shall be appropriate to the effects of the nonconformities encountered.
	10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of: a) the nature of the nonconformities and any subsequent actions taken; b) the results of any corrective action.
	10.2 Continual improvement
	The standard requires that the suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable forest management system and the sustainable management of the forest shall be continuously improved
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